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ADVERTISEMENT. 


« 


T Thought, that it was perhaps without 
JL much reflexion a certain Writer of re¬ 
putation in feveral kinds of literature had 

advanced, as I have obferved in the Adver- 
tifement to the ninth Volume, that the fe- 
rious ftudy of Hiftory ought not to be be¬ 
gan till towards the end of the fifteenth 
century. I was deceived; it was not an 
opinion, that had efcaped him inconli- 
deratdy; it feems it is a Syftern, a Thefis, 
that he maintains with argumentation and 
ptoofs. 


To treat Ancient Hijlcr}\ fays he, * is In * Coupler- 
my opinion , to compile jome truths oath a a fff 
thoufanH lies. ‘That Hijlory is perhaps ll jc - ci>:n:\cd to 
ful as Fable is fo. - The exploits of Alex -\! c ‘ 

a J f a loperran- 

andcr are to be known only as we know the coifc, 
Labours of Hercules. 


1 
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I adn~.it that a erne:! dheermnent is ne- 
celTary in the Study of Ancient Hiftory, 
and that we ought not blindly to adopt all 
that we find laid down in books. But there 
areiuhs fordiilinguiihing the true from the 
falfe, and if it be weaknefs to believe, it 
is rafhnefa to reject every thing. 


I proceed, f r infhnce, to a principle 
equally Ample and luminou-, which ought 
to reconcile the iiluftrious Author, whom 
I take the liberty to refute, at leaf! to a part 
of the Facts cf Ancient Hiilory. It is not 
the remotersefs of time, that cccafions un¬ 
certainty in. refped to thofe fads ; it h the 
want of Coteu.p^rary Writers. If events 


had been delivered down to Pofterity by 
perf ,! s of ienle, who had either been wit- 
neffe-, or adors, in them, or who had 
me. ns of being exadly informed in them, 
we fhoulJ then, in reading tke'r works, be¬ 
come oudclvcs in feme meafure Co.empo- 

rary with thofe fad-: and I eally believe, 
we can m more doubt what Polybius has 

4 

left us con.truing the w.r cf Hannibal, 
than what C mines has wrote in his Hif¬ 
tory. Admitting tin-, whe;e;Ve fhould we 

banifh 
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banifh the Hiftory of Alexander into the 
region of Fables, and place it on a level 
with the laboms of Hercules? Not to 
mention a thoufand other proofs, that Hif- 
tory had been wrote by Ptolemy Ion of 
Lagus, and by Ariftcbulus, both-companions 
ot that famous conqueror in all his expe¬ 
ditions; and Arrian, whofe Work we have, 
has followed the Memoirs of thofe two co¬ 
temporary Writers. In confequence the 
Hiftory of Alexander admits no doubt, and 
the mod exceftive Fyrrhonifm itfelf can¬ 
not call its certainty in qudtion. 

As much may be laid in refpedt to the 
Hiflory of Greece by the Pcrfians written by 

Herodotus; to that of (he Peloponnefian 
War by Thucydides, and the continuation 

of it by Xenophon. The fame principle 
applied to the Roman Hiftory fupports us 
entirely in regard to the fadts related by 
Csefar, Salluft, Tacitus, Suetonius; and in 
going back a little farther, by Polybius, a 
writer of no great elegance, but infinitely 
judicious, and one, whofe authority has al¬ 
ways been extremely revered. I cite this 
fmall number of Authors and fadts by way 
of examples; not that I pretend to call in 

A 3 queflion 
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queftion the certainty of the Roman Hif- 
torv before the time of Pyrrhus, as a cer¬ 
tain Author of great merit has done. But 
it would require more difcuffiori to eftablifli 
that certainty, than would fuit this Adver- 
tifement; and I muft be contented to refer 
the Reader upon this head to the various 
DilTertations of the Learned of the Aca¬ 
demy of the Belles Lettres, in which it has 
# 

been clearly proved. 



I infer then, that Polybius is a Writer, 
who e authority is indifputable ; and there¬ 
fore 1 cannot eafily conceive how any one 
can find room for ridiculing what Mr. 
Rolhn has related after him concerning the 
Tyrant Nabk and the cruel machine, 

J J 

which he ufed for tormenting thofe, who 
refufed to give him money. And indeed 
neither Polybius, nor Mr. Rollin, fay, that 
Tyrant mad? thofe 5 who brought him mony , 
embrace his wife which is an unfair ad- 
dition, to the narration of thofe Hiftorians. 
But as to the ieftwhat difficulty is there 
to comorehend, that a machine in the 
fhape of a Woman, and provided under 
deaths with iron fpikes, might be made 
to move by the means of fprings; and 

that 
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that by preffmg it againft the bread of a 
man it might torture him extreamly; This 
Mr. Rollin relates after Polybius, who might 
have feen Nabis, and had paffed his youth 
with perfons of that Tyrant’s intimate ac¬ 
quaintance. 

/* 

I do not think in the fame manner 
of Curtius’s accounts, the fhields that fell 

from Heaven, and the like dories, judly 

rejected by the ingenious Cenfor. Mr. 
Rollin repeats them as he found them in 
the originals, but without believing them 
himlelf, or expecting his Readers to be¬ 
lieve them. It was impoffible to omit 
them in a Roman Hidory ; which fufhces 
to juftify him. 

But the regard which I have for the 
memory of that great man does not ad¬ 
mit me to be filent on our Critick’s af¬ 
fecting to didinguilh him mod frequent¬ 
ly by the fingle title of Rheteur, Rheto¬ 
rician. He would undoubtedly have taken 
no offence at a name, that is no lefs ho¬ 
nourable than that of a Poet. But it is fo 
eafy to have added other characters to it, 
as polite Writer, and nervous Author, 

A 4 whofe 
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whole animated Works infpire the love 
of virtue and refpedt for Religion ; zealous 
fcr the publick good, moaeft Cenfurer, 
noble and generous foul, who praifes 
with joy, and blames with referve and 
repugnance ; it is, I fay, fo eafy to have 
defigned him by thefe marks and abun¬ 
dance of others that have acquired him 
the pra : fes of all Europe, that I cannot 
fuffieientiy wonder to find him defcribed 
foiely by the mofl minute of all his titles. 
When a perfon thinks bimfelf obliged to 
cenfure l’uch a Writer, in my opinion, the 
leaft he can do is to begin by giving 
h'm his due praife, and that it is (hew¬ 
ing a regard for one’s own reputation, to 
pay horn .ge to that of a man fo univerfally 

t (teemed. 


T 1 u« 

1 Vi / W 


1 


I: is not that I confider the quality of 
cricmn as below Mr. Rolhn. Every 
n of a man of lette.s is noble in 
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bjeft ; the only quellion 
with (hperiority, as he has 
d no. In his point I think him capable 

hai.iina: his idv rfarv’s chaise with 
.rage; and this I undertake to prove 
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I fhall at the fame time juftify one of the 
fineft of our Orators. 

The fame Critick blames Mr. Rollin Lettre fu? 
for having quoted the following pad age ! 
in Mr. Flechier’s funeral Oration upon the 

Marfhal Turenne with praife : Powers ene¬ 
mies to France you live: and Cbrifian 
Charity forbids me to frame any wifjes 
for your deaths. May you only acknow¬ 
ledge the jnfice of our arms ; accept the 
peace, which notwithftanding your loj/es you 

have fo often rejected; and with the a- 
bundance oj your tears extinguifi the fames 
of a war you have unfortunately kindled. 

God forbid, that I Jhould carry my wifoes 
jarthcr ! The judgments oj God are im¬ 
penetrable. But you live : and I deplore in 

this Chair a wife and virtuous Captain, 
whofe intentions were pure and upright, 
and wbfe virtue feemed to merit a greater 
extent of life. This is the paffage criti- 
cifcd, which it was proper to repeat in 
all its extent. We come now to our 
Critick’s .obfervations. 

ft An Apodrophe in this tafte might 
“ have been proper at Rome in the 
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“ Civil War after the affaffination of 
“ Fompey, or in London after the mur- 
“ ther of Charles the Firft ; becaufe the 
“ interefts of Pompey and Charles the 

<£ Firft were the queftion. But does it 

“ confift wi:h decency ingenuoufly in the 
“ roftrum to defire the deaths of the Em- 
“ peror, the King of Spain and the Elec- 
“ tors, and to put in hallance with them 
“ the General of a King their enemy ? 
“ Are the intentions of a Captain, which 
“ can extend no farther than the fervice 
<c of his Prince, to be compared with the 
< c political intercfts of the crowned Heads, 
" sgaind whom he lerved ? What (hould 
“ we fay cf a German, who fbould have 
“ defined the death of the King of France, 
“ on the occalion of General Mercy’s 
“ bein'* killed, whofe intentions were 

“ pare and upnght ? Why then has this 
“ palTaqe always been prailed by Rheto- 
" rickns ? It is becaufe the Figure in it- 
“ felfis fne and patbetick; but they do 
“ not examine the thought with refpedt 
“ to its foundation and tonfifter.cy. Plu- 
“ tarch ha< laid to Fkchier : You have 
t: f.:': J a pie thing \ but all it wants is 
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It muft be owned, that this Criticifm 

is very fevere. I muft however add, that 

it could only come from a man of a fine 
genius, and a great judge of confiftency. 

But is it real, that the Orator defires the 
death of the Emperor and the King of 
Spain ? He condemns that wifh ; he dif- 

owns it} and confines himfelf to vows 
more conformable to morality and reli¬ 
gion, and which are by no means repug¬ 
nant to the refpedf due to Potentates, the’ 
enemies. 

He indeed, though with abundance of 

referve, makes a companion between the 
Powers then at war with France and the 
Prince of Turenne, and from that com- 
parifon he feems to infer, that the French 
General was mere worthy of living: fo 
that had it been left to the choice and 
judgment of the Orator, upon whom the 
thunder ought to have fallen, he would 
have faved the Marfhal Turenne. But 

what is there of injurious to Princes, not 
only foreigners, but ftrangers, in a prefer¬ 
ence founded folely upon perfonal qualities, 

and 
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and which does not in the lead attack the 
fublime prebeminence of crowned Heads- 
Such an Apoftrophe had undoubtedly been 
wrong placed at Vienna and Madrid : But 
it was (poke at Paris. 

As to M. Turenne’s pure intentions, 
which, favs our Author, could only be to 
ferve his King, it i; certain in a Mo¬ 
narchical State, That is the principal duty 
of a General, confidered as fuch. But as 

a Man and a Chriftian, he can ar.d ought 
to unite with his intention of ferving hin 
Prince, that of contributing to the re-efta- 
blifhment of Peace, and di. ect his whole 
conduft to that end with entire integrity, 
not to be diverted by any view of par¬ 
ticular intereft. It is this purity and up- 
rigbtnefs of intention for peace, that Mr. 
Flechier kerns to have had principally in 
view, and which he oppofes to the con¬ 
duct of the enemy Princes, who have un- 
fortunately kindkd the war. 

This paffage therefore of Mr. Flechier 
does not feem a fine thing without appli¬ 
cation, and one which is only to be praifed 
by Rhetoricians. 


8 


II. At 
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II. At the fame time that I think it al¬ 
lowable for me to obferve upon an illus¬ 
trious Author’s want of deference for Mr. 
Rollin, I am afraid I fhn.Il appear myfelf in 
til's tent;; Volume to forget the refpedt I 
owe him on fo many accounts. • I begin 
in it to treat the war of Mithridates anew, 
which he h;s related in the Ancient Hif- 
tory : and if Plutarch thinks himfelf oblig¬ 
ed to excufe himfelf to his Readers for 
venturing to relate the unfortunate expedi¬ 
tion of the Athenians a gain ft Sicily after 
Thucydides, the fituation I am in with re- 
fpeft to Mr. Rollin makes it a much more 
in ftfpenfible duty for me at leaf! to give 
the publick an account of the motives of 
my conduit. 

My firft inclination was no doubt to re- 
fpedt a fubjedt alieady executed by my 
Mafter, and to take all the advantage from 
his riches that I poihbly could. This plan 
w..s at once both the moft modeft and the 
lafeft. I might fecurdy have relied upon 

the approbation of the Publick, at leaft 
for the borrowed paffages that it has al¬ 
ready received fo favourably. But I thought, 

that 
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that by obferving fuch a condudt, I fhould 
prefent the Publick with what it already 
poffeffed: and I affured my ft If, that it was 
meritorious to do otherwife, even though 
not lb well. 

Bcfides which, it could not be required 
of Mr. Rollin to treat the fubjedts, he had 
already related, as they occurred in a new 
manner. The fame perfon has often but 
one way ofconfidering an obj-.ft. It would 
be but a lbperflucus kir.d of fecundity and 
worthy only of the Schools, to pique one- 
ielf upon performing two quite different 
works upon the fame Hi dorian. But as 
for me, to whom the iubjset is entirely 
new, I might be accufed of doth, if I 
chofe rather to take it done to my hand, 
then to work upon it myfilf, 

Thefe confiderations had already made 
a great impreffion upon me, and the opi¬ 
nion of friends, I have reafon to refpedt, 
finally determined me. 

I therefore give here the beginning of 
the War of Mithridates treated in my 
own manner, and I (hall do the fame in 

refpedl 
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refpeft to the other common fubje&s of 
the Ancient and Roman Hiftories. 

T 

I only intreat, that I may not be com- 
•pared with my Matter; and if my work 
confidered in itfelf, be fo fortunate not 
entirely to difpleafe, that nothing more be 
required at my hands, and that I may not 
be reproached, for not having done better 
than was in my power. 
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Names of the Consuls and of the Years 

contained in this Volume. 


L. Cornelius Sylla. 

Pompeius Rufus. 

A. R, 664. 
Ant« Ci 88# 

Cn. Octavius. 

L. Cornelius Cinna. 

A. R. 665. 
Ant. C. 87, 

C. Marius VII, and after his death, 

L. Valerius Flaccus. 

A. R. 666 . 

L. Cornelius Cinna II. 

Ant. C, 86. 

L. Cornelius Cinna III, 

A. R. 667. 

Cn. Papirius Carbo. 

Ant. C. 85. 

L. Cornelius Cinna IV. 

Cn. Papirius Carbo II. 

A. R. 668, 
Ant. Ci 84* 

L. Cornelius Scipio. 

A. R» 669. 

C. Norbanus. 

Ant. C. 83. 

C. Marius, 

Cn. Papirius Carbo III. 

A, R. 670. 
Ant, C. 82, 

Sylla Dictator. 

M. Tullius Decula. 

Cn. Cornelius Dolabella. 

A.R. 671. 
Ant. C. 81, 

L. Cornelius Sylla Felix II, 

A. R. 672. 

Qj/C&cilius Metellus Pius. 

Ant. C, 80, 
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Names of the Consul s, &c. 

P. Servilius Vatia, who was afterwards 
a. 673. fumamed Isauricus. 

An., c. 7*- a p . Claudius Pulcher. 

A. R. 674. M. iEMIUUS LEPIDUS. 

AnL C. 7S. LUTATIUS CaTULUS. 

a. r. 675. D. Junius Brutus. 

77.Mam. TEmilius Lepidus Livianus. 

a. r. 676.Cx. Octavius. 

Ant, C. ; 6 . C. ScRlBONIUS CURIO. 

a.r. 677. L. Octavius. 

Aa:. c. 75. C. Aurelius Cotta. 

a.r. 678.L. Ljcimus Lucullus. 

Ant.0.74.^ Aurelius Cotta. 

a. r. 6: 9 . M. Terentius Varro LufcULLUS. 

Ant.c. 73. c, Cassius Varus, 

a.r. 6S0.L. Gellius Poplicola, 

Ant.c. 72. Cn. Cornelius Lentulus Clodianus. 

ar. 6 si.Cn. Aufidius Orestes. 

*st- c * 7 i.P, Cornelius Lentulus Sura, 
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BOOK XXXI. Continued. 

SECT. II. 


Marius’s jraloufy of Sylla rifts to excefs on the oc- 
cafton of a prefent made by- Boccus to the Ro¬ 
man People. Both are ambitious of command¬ 
ing in the war againjt Mithridates. Marius 
is fupported by P. Sulpicius. That Tribune’s 
character, fhe Senate having given Sylla the 
command of the war againjl Mithridates, Sul¬ 
picius endeavours to make the People transfer 
it to Marius. Sedition upon that occqfion. 
Marius prevails, and has the employment he de¬ 
fined conferred upon him by the People. Sylla 
marches with his army againjl Rome. Per¬ 
plexity of Marius. Deputations fent by him to 
Sylla in the name of the Senate. ‘The latter 
feizes Rome. Marius flies. Sylla prevents 
Rome from being plundered. He reforms the 
government, raifes the authority of the Senate , 
and deprejes that of the People. He caufes 
■ Marius, Sulpicius, and ten other Senators to 
be declared enemies of the publick. Sulpicius is 
taken and killed. Flight of Marius. Sylla’s 
moderation. He fuffers China to be eleSled Con- 
ftl. Marius’s party refume courage. Fhe Con * 

a 2 ful 
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jY: ^ Pompeius is killed by his foldiers. Cin- 
;/: cr..er so force Sylla so quit Italy, caufes 
him to be accujcd b\ a Trilur.e of the People. 
He aI'eavoms to have Marius recalled. To 
faciccd in that view, be undertakes to mingle 
the new citizens with the old tribes. Sedition on 
that cccafton. China is driven out of the city. 
He has Scrtcrius with him. China is de[rived 
cf the C/nfujf/Ap, and Merula appointed in his 
head. He tains the army-, which was in Cam- 

~ o y 1 

pan;a. He conciliates the States of Italy to his 
inter eft. Perplexity of the Con fils. Marius 
returns into Italy , and is received by China. 
Thr; march againft Rome . . Pompeius Strabo 
comes at laft to the aid of Rome. Battle , in 
which one brother kills another. The Samites 
join China's party. Death of Pompeius Stra¬ 
bo. Hatred of the public for him. Marius 
offers CRavuis battle, who dam not accept his 
defiance . Deputes fent to Cinna by the Senate. 
Merula abdicates the Confulfhip. Hew deputa¬ 
tion to Cinna. Council held by Marius and 
China, wherein the deaths of thofe of the con¬ 
trary party are refohed. Marius and Cinna 
enter the city, which is given up to all the hor¬ 
rors cf the war. Death of the Conful Ofiavius. 
Death of the two brothers L. and C. Crefar , 
and cf the Craftfather and fon. Death of 
the orator M. Antonins, Cat ulus, and Merula. 
Horrible ft aught er at Rome. Ccrnutus faved 
by his fuives. Humanity of the Roman People . 
Lenity cf Scrtcrius. New cruelties of Marius . 
His death. Sccevala wounded with a dagger 
at the funeral of Marius. Reflexion upon the 
char after of Marius, and his fortune. Re- 
ft eft ion upon the flats of Rome. page i 
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BOOK XXXII. 

SECT. I. 

Anccflors and nobility cf Mithridates. Comets , 
the fret ended preface of his future great nefs. 
He is expefed in his infancy to the plots of his 
guardians . They turn to his advantage. Ilis 
cruelty. He was a great Eater and Dr'nker. 
His ambition andfirft conquefls. A Baal State 
of Afia Minor. Mithridates meditates long 
his fcheme of war with the Romans. He 
divides Paphlagonia with Nicomedes. After 

having extirpated the race of the Kings cf 
Cappadocia , he puts one of his fons in pojfejficn 
of that Kingdom. Competitor oppofed by Ni- 
comedes to the fen of Mithridates. The Senate 
having offered the Cappadocians liberty[ } they 
chocfe rather to have a King, and e'eft Ariobar - 
zarcs, who is put into poffeffton by Sylla , and 
then dethroned by Tigranes . Nicomedcs, fon 
of Nicomedes Phil op a ter, is dethroned by Mi¬ 
thridates. Aquillius is fent by the Senate to 
reinflate the dethroned Kings . Mithridates 
forms a powerful league againft the Romans. 
Nicomedes is engaged by Aqu : llius to male an 
incurfion into the territories of Mithridates . 
The latter fends complaints to Rome. Ambi¬ 
guous an fiver to the Romans. Mithridates 
dethrones Ariobarzanes. He fends a new Em - 
baffy to the Roman Generals , appealing to the 
decifion of the Senate . The Roman Generals 
affemble three armies to reinftate Ariobarzanes 
and defend Nicomedes. Forces of Mithridates . 
Nicomedes is defeated by the Generals of Mi - 

a 3 thridates. 
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thridates. AquHlius is alfo overcome. The 
whole country remains open to Mithridates , who 
gains the affefiion of the People by his lenity 
and liberality. Speech of Mithridates to his 
army. AH Afta Minor fubmiis to him. He 
takes Oppius the Roman Generalprifoner : then 
AquiUius , whom he treats with indignities , 
and upon whom he infiifts a cruel punifoment. 
He marries Momma. The Senate and People 
of Rome declare againfi him. He caufes four - 
fccre thoufand Remans to be maffacred in one 
day . Rutilius efcapes . Horrid calumny of 
Theophanes againfi Rutilius. Only the Rhodians 
continue faithful to the Romans. Mithridates 
befieges Rhodes in perfon , and is obliged to 
raife the fiege. Two remarkable circumftances 
cf his charauler. Meafures which he takes 
for pufoing the war , and invading Greece . 
Hiftory of Ariflhn the Sophijl , who makes 
Mithridates mafter of Athens. Brut tins Sura 
checks the pride of Mithridates. 56 

SECT. If. 

Sylla goes to Greece. Suppofed omen of the bad 
fuccefs of Mithridates . Sylla forms the fiege of 
Athens. He plunders the temples of Olympia , 
Epidaurus , and Delphi. Comparifon between 
the conduct of Sylla and that of the ancient 
Roman Generals. Inveftives of the Athe¬ 
nians againfi Sylla and his wife. Vigorous 
defence of Arcbelaus. Famine in Athens. 
Ariftion regards nothing but divefiing himfelfi 
and will hearken to no terms of furrendering. 
The city is taken by force. Sylla is refolved at 
jirft to demolifh it , but fuffers himfelf to be dif- 
fwaded . Ariftion is taken in the citadel , and 

put 
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put to death. The Piraeus is taken and burnt. 
Sylla marches againft the Generals of Mithri- 
dates. Battle of Charonea. New army fent 
by Mithridates into Greece. It is defeated be¬ 
fore Orchomenus. Lucullus affembles a fleet , 
and enters the JEgean Sea. The Petrarchs of 
the Gallo-Gr redans put to death by order of 
Mithridates. The ifle of Chio treated cruelly. 
Revolt of the cities of Afia, and new cruel¬ 
ties of Mithridates. Negotiation opened by Ar - 
chelaus at an interview with Sylla . Placcus 
lands in Greece. His character , and that of 
Fimbria his Lieutenant. Mi funder ft anding be¬ 
tween placcus and Fimbria , andmurtherofFlac- 
cus . Sy/rf advances towards the Hellefpcnt. 
Sufpicion conceived of Archelaus. Anfwer of 
Mithridates. Haughtinefs of Sylla . Fimbria 
reduces Mithridates to extreme danger. Mi¬ 
thridates refolves to conclude a peace with Sylla. 
Their interview. Sylla juftifies himfelf to his 
army for having made peace with Mithridates . 
He pur files Fimbria , and reduces him to kill 
himfelf. Difpofltions of Sylla after the viftory. 
He gives his foldiers great licence. He lays a 
fine of twenty thoufand talents upon Afia . The 
Pirates ravage the coafts of Afia. Preference 
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to Italy. $6 
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URING the Confulfhip of Sylla, the Ma rim's 

_ enmity between him and Marius was car -jeakufyof 

ried to the higheft exccffes, and became a war rifes 
in form. Two years before, fwords were very tDexce f*>° n 

/ l r c the occa J lon 

near being drawn upon the occaiion or a pre- ofafrejent 
fent made by Bocchus to the Roman People, made by 
It was ftatues of Viftory carrying trophies, and B J c g ch jf st0 
attended with a group of gold, that reprefented t p eo pi° e mn 
Jugurtha delivered up to Sylla by Bocchus. pi ut . in 
Thefe ftatues were placed in the capitol: which Mar. & 
piqued Marius’s jealoufy. He could not fuffer, 
that Sylla fhould aferibe to himfelf the glory of 
having terminated the war with the king of 
Numidia. He was for having the ftatues re¬ 
moved from the capitol, which Sylla oppofed. 

The friends of both had already drawn uparound 
their leaders j and were upon the point of com¬ 
ing to blows, when the war of the allies, which 
broke out at this jun&ure, forced the two fac¬ 
tions to unite, at leaft for a time, againft the 
common enemy. 

This ill-extinguifhed fire broke out again as Bath are 
foon as the danger was over. A new fubjeft ambitious 
engroffed the thoughts of the two heads of par- com ~ 

0 , . . D , c \ ■ n nanchnv in 

ty: this was the command or the war againtr^ 


*war 


Mithridates, of which both were ambitious, as agair.fiMi- 
an occafion of acquiring great glory and riches, tbndaus. 
without much danger. In Syila, that defire 
had nothing extraordinary, and contrary to rea- 
fon. He was ftill in the vigour of hie, being 
then nine and forty ; he had lately done great 

B 2 . fervices 
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4i R c 6 &t f erv i ces > an d fignalized himfelf exceedingly iti a 
* ^’difficult, dangerous, and difagreeabie war. In 
a word, he was Conful, and in that capacity ac¬ 
tually General of the Roman armies; lo that he 
had a juft right to appropriate theftrft and mod 
glorious province to himfelf. 

Marius had no other titles but his ambition 
end avidity, paftions that never grew old. He 
could not bear to be confidered in the common¬ 
wealth, like thofe old rufty arms, to ufe Plu¬ 
tarch’s words, that 2re never intended for far¬ 
ther ufe. Having none of the talents that 
could diftinguiih a citizen in time of peace, 
and defiring to ih'ne at any piicewhatfoever, he 
languifhed after war, and did not confider any 
of the reafons, that rendered him incapable of 
it for the future. He was then not much lefs 
than leventy years old: he was becomeexcef- 
fively grofs and heavy : it was not long fince ht 
had been forced, by the infirmities of age, to 
renounce a neighbouring war, of which he 
could not lupport the fatigues. And now he 
ardently defired to crofs the leas, and carry the 
war ro the extremities of Afia. To remove the 
idea himfelf had given of his decay, he went 
every day to the field of Mars to exercife 
among!! the youth, and affected to fhew, that 
he had fill both agility to handle arms, and vi¬ 
gour ro keep a good leat on horftback. Somfe 
applauded him. But (a) the moft fenfible pitied 
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the blindnefs of a man, who from poor being 
become rich, and from a mean and obfcure birth 
having raifed himfelf to the higheft greatnefs, 
did not know how to fet bounds to his fortune, 
nor enjoy his reputation and opulence in quiet; 
but, as if he had wanted every thing, was 
anxious to tranfport, from the arms of glory 
and triumphs, a cold and heavy old age into 
Cappadocia, and beyond the Euxine fea, to 
make war with the Satrapas of Mithridates. 

He endeavoured to hide this eager defire under 
a fpecious pretext, by giving out, that he pro- 
pofed to inftruct his fon in perfon in the art of 
war. But no body was deceived by that plau- 
fible difcourfe: the motive that aftuated him 
was known, and every body openly referred 
him to his country-houfe and the coaft of Ba- 
jae, to drink the hot waters, and cure his de¬ 
fluxions. He really had a moft delightful 
country-houfe at Milenum near Bajae, adorned 
in a luxurious tafte, that ill fuited a foldier 
roughly educated, and whofe whole life had 
palled in the fatigues and labours of war. 

The advice given Marius was good : but he Marius 
was far from being inclined to follow it. On f u PP orts 
the contrary, refolving to purfue his point with 
vigour, he drew P. Sulpicius into his intereft, Sulpicius. 
whofe good conduft hitherto, fuftained by his ThatTri- 
fublime talents, had acquired him univerfal ^ une s 
efteem; nnd who, on a Hidden, as if {a) he had raaer ' 
grown weary of being happy with virtue, pre¬ 
cipitated himfelf into the greateft misfortunes, 


(a) Quafi pigeret earn vir- pravus & prxcers. Veil. II. 
tut am funrum, & bene con- 18. 
fblta ei male cederent, fubito 
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a. R. 662. by making himfelf the moft furious Tribune of 

C 8 S ^ ^ * 

’the People, that had ever been in that office. 

P. Sulpicius was a man, fays Plutarch, that 
never had an equal for excefs of wickednefs: fo 
that it was not to be enquired whether he fur- 
paffed others in every kind of vice, but in what 
kind cf vices he exceeded himfelf. In him were 
united cruelty, impudence, and infatiable ava¬ 
rice, without remorfe, fhame, or the leaft re¬ 
gard to appearances. He publicly fold the free¬ 
dom of Rome to freedmen and ftrangers, and 
kept a bank openly in the Forum for fo infa¬ 
mous a traffic. He had under him, or to ufe 
the expreffion in his pay, three thoufand men 
that bore arms; and befides, never appeared in 
pubiic, but attended by fix hundred young Ro¬ 
man Knights ready to perpetrate any thing, 
whom he called the Anti-Senate. It is eafy to 
judge what enormous expenies this muft have 
colt him. Accordingly, though he himfelf 
had palled a law, that prohibited any Senator 
* Ahui to owe more than * two thoufand drachmas, he 


co A was found at ins death to be three + millions in 

■ g ♦ I 

if' 0 ™*, debt, in a word, to paint him at once, we 

/A;-*' have only to call to mind what kind of man 

Saturn,nus had Lten. Sulpicius made him his 

71 i Senate Hero, except that he judged him too timid and 

tt circumfpLCt. Such was the Tribune that Ma- 
g:^er. Syua r j. JS ca jj c( j j n [Q hj S aid. 


fee com¬ 
mand cf 
the ~j.ar 


The command ol the war againft Mithridates 
had been conferred on Sylla by the Senate, with 
orders to fet out as loon as he lfiould have clear¬ 



ed Campania of feme troops of Samnites, that 
continued in poffefficn of Nola, and its neigh¬ 
bourhood. He had alieacy joined his army, 
and was fuccefsfuiiy employed in puifuing that 
remainder of rebels. Marius and Sulpicius be¬ 
lieved 
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lieved his abfence a favourable occafion for de- 
priving him by the People of the employment/ nt ‘ 
which the Senate had given him. But it was 
neceffary to begin by conciliating the favour of 
the multitude. Accordingly, without fliewing 
immediately what they aimed at, Sulpicius pro- 
pofed a law, that, if it paffed, would render 
him abfolutely mafter in the Aflemblies of the 
People. The defign of it was, to diftribute the 
new citizens into all the Tribes. This law fet 
the whole city in a flame. The old citizens, 
with Pompeius at their head, oppofedan in- 
ftitution, that deprived them of ail power and 
authority, to the utmoft. Sulpicius was not 
of a charafter to recede. He had lived till now 
in great union with Pompeius. But on this oc- 
caflon that friendfhip changed into extreme en¬ 
mity : things were foon carried to the utmoft 
violences; and Sylla was obliged to return to 
Rome to fupport his collegue, who found him- 
felf under the moft perplexing difficulties. 

The two Confuls having joined, conferred Sedition oh 
together, and conceived that they had found an that occa -- 
allured expedient for eluding the fury of the/™* 
Tribune without noife or effort. They pub- 
Iifhed a decree, to prohibit all Aflemblies of 
the People and public deliberations, for ieveral 
days-, in a word, to introduce a general cefla^ 
tion of bufinefs, as was the cuftom on feftival 
days: thefe are Appian’s words. Their view 
was to gain time, and to proceed calmly in com- 
pofing the affair. 

But Sulpicius did not give them leifure for 
that; whilft they were * haranguing the multi- 


* It was allowed to ha¬ 
rangue the People on fcjlival- 
days, though they were net 


permitted to proceed to their* 
Jufrages. 

b 4 


tude 
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tuc ^ e ^ c ^ cre r ^ e tem pl e of Caftor, the Tribune 
appeared with his guard armed with daggers 
under their robes, and with orders to fpare no 
body, not even the Confuls. He attacked their 
decree as unjutt, and infilled upon its being im¬ 
mediately revoked. On the oppofuion of the 
Conluls a dreadful tumult arofe: the followers 
of Suipicius drew their daggers: many of the 
citizens were killed upon the foot, and amongft 
others the Conful Pompeius’s fon, who was at 
the fame time Sylla’s fon-in-law. The Confuls 
in fo great a danger endeavoured to fly : and 
Ch Pompeius in effedt found means to efcape. 

As for Sylla, it is certain that he entered Ma¬ 
rius’s hcule. But the friends of the latter fay, 
that he entered it of himfelf as an Afylum to 
take refuge there, and that Marius had the ge- 
ncrofity to caufe him to be conduced out 
through a back-door. Sylla related the fad: 
quite differently in his memoirs. He affirmed, 
that Sulpicius having caufed him to be furround- 
ed by his people, with naked fwords in their 
hands, he had in that manner conduded him 
to Marius’s houfe: and that after fuch a delibe¬ 
ration, as could be held in the like circum- 


Jl V i us 
p » er: 's 
a r -J hi- 5 /ft 





fiances, he had been compelled to return to the 
Forum, to annul his decree, and thereby leave 
the Tribune at liberty to make the people deli¬ 
berate upon the law he propofed. However it 
were in refpect to thefe different accounts, of 
which the firft feems the mod probable, Sylla 
immediately quirted Rome, and went to put 
h'mfeif a: the head of his army, which he had 
left in Campania. 

Silpkius continuing matter of the field of 
t a* tic, caufed his law to pafs: and immediately 
ur.vc.linc; the fecret motive of his whole con- 

cud: 
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du&, he propofed to the people to give Marius A. R. 664. 
the command of the war againft Mithridates. ** ' * 
The thing met with no difficulty; and even the 
troops adually under SyHa’s command were gi¬ 
ven to him ; fo that Marius inftantly difpatched 
two legionary Tribunes, to take poffeffion of 

the command of that army in his name. 

But Sylla was not fo docile as his rival ima- Sylia 
gined : and refolved to defend his right with man ^[ 
force. This plan carried him a great way. kl [ 
The deliberation of the people annulled his ti - gamft 
tie, which was the decree of the Senate. He Rome. 
could not retain the command, whilft that de¬ 
liberation fhouid fubfift. His adverfaries, who 
were the authors of it, ruled all things in Rome. 

Nothing lefs therefore, was the queftion, than 
to march againft Rome with his army. The 
confequences did not terrify him •, and indeed 
the unjuft and violent conduft of the oppofite 
faftion fupplied him with plaufibie pretexts for 
aflliring himfelf, that he was going not fo much 
to attack his country, as to deliver it from op- 
preffion. But he apprehended that his foldiers 
would be ftartled at fo new and unheard of a 
defign, which, at fir ft light, mult naturally in- 
fpire them with horror. He therefore, affem- 
bled them, and by giving them an account of 
the violence done him at home, ant! the injuf- 
tice now intended to be added by depriving him 
of a command conferred by the Senate, and to 
which he had a right as Cor.ful. He afterwards 
interefted themfelves in hiscaule, by inlinuatir.g, 
that, if Marius was charged with this war, 
they had reafon to fear, lie fnould prefer other 
troops to them, and thereby deprive them of 
the occafion ot inriching thsmlcives with the 
fpoils of Afia, 


This 
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a. r. ssp This difcourfe was received with applaufe. 
c ' 88, However Sylla was afraid to exprefs the defign 
he had formed in clear terms, and contented 
himfelf with recommending to them, to hold 
themfelves in readinefs to execute the orders, 
which it fhouid be neceffary to give them in 
the prelent ficuation of affairs. The foldiers 
perfectly comprehended his meaning, and cried 
out, that he fhouid lead them dire&ly to Rome, 
and they would caufe juflice to be done him. 
This was what Sylla txpedted : the thing was 
refolved and executed that moment; and then, 
for the fir ft time, a Roman Conful was feen 
marching againft Rome with an army. Marius’s 
Tribunes having prefented tnemfeives were 
ftoned to death. However all the General offi¬ 
cers, that ferved under Sylla, abandoned him to 
a man, out of refpcd for the name of their 
country, and not being able to refolve to turn 
its own arms againft it. Only his Quaeftor 
continued with him. 

Marius and Sulpicius having received advice 

I c* 

of the death of me two Tribunes, ufed repri- 
fals upon Sylia’s fiends at Rome. Thus both 
fides crofted each other; and whilft fome quit¬ 
ted Sylia’s camp to return to the city, others fled 
from the city to leek refuge in it. 
p, w •/- But thefe reprifals did not advance Marius’s 

I r i * l • ? * t 

e ~ Mar ij. affairs, who was in a cruel perplexity. Sylla 
D'putati- advanced 2t the head or fix lemons, amounting 
j.ntuy thirty thouran.i root, and fix thoufand horfe. 

hiU ln th He was alio iupportcd by his Collegue, who 
name c /the had quitted his retreat to join him, thereby unit> 
Untie. j n g the whole authority of the Conluifhip. 

Though Pompeius had brought with him only 
his name, that was no inconiiderable reinforce¬ 
ment : and Swla laid fo much lirefs upon this 

concert 
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concert between them, that he afcribed it in his 
Memoirs to the protection of the gods, and that 
Angular good-fortune which attended all his un¬ 
dertakings. Marius had the Senate for him, 
which he actually in a manner kept in captivi¬ 
ty. For that body then made little or no re- 
fiftance againft violence, and almoft always fub- 
mirted to the yoke of the ftrongeft. Accord¬ 
ingly he made the Senate fend deputation upon 
deputation to Sylia; at nrft to demand what 
motive induced him to advance in that manner 
with an army againft Rome; and afterwards to 
forbid him to do fo. Sylia contented himfelf 
with anfwering fuch as queftioned him, that he 
was going to deliver his country from the ty¬ 
rants, that oppreffed it. But the Praetors, Bru¬ 
tus and Servilius, who were charged with more 
levere orders, having undertaken to fpeak with 
haughtinefs and a tone of Authority, Sylla’sfol- 
diers, who perfectly knew how to fet them at 
work, and concealed his game under their emo¬ 
tions, fell upon them, broke their fafees, put 
their LiStors to Right, and ftripped themfelves 
of their Robes (Pretext,?:) fo that the Praetors 
thought themfelves very happy in efcaping with 
their lives; denouncirg at Rome, by the fad 

condition in which they appeared, the fury of 

the foldiery and the extreme danger of the city. 

Marius was therefore under the neceflity of 
having recourfe to prayers: and new Deputies 
were lent from the Senate to implore Sylia to 
advance no farther with his troops againft the 
city, and to wait till fomc method of reconci¬ 
liation fhould be found ; promifing him at the 
fame time that he fhould have reafon to be iatif- 
fied. He declared that he was difpofed to aft 
as they deft red, and even in the prel’ence of the 

Deputies, 
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Aaf’cgl* D^P uties 5 ordered the proper officers to mark 

‘ out a camp. But, with a perfidy, not excufable, 
even in a war with a ftranger, the Deputies 
had no fooner turned their backs, than he con¬ 
tinued his march, and arrived before Rome at 


Sit la ft izis 

Rem/, 


an inftant, when he was lead expected. 

As he appeared as an enemy he was received 
as fuch by the inhabitants, and befides the foU 
diers, whom Marius and Sulpicius had been 
able to affembie in hade, the whole multitude 
getting upon the houfe-tops, poured fuch an 
hail of dones and tiles upon Sylla’s troops, as 
prevented them from advancing, Sy 11 a upon 
that made no difficulty of crying out to his 
people to fet fire to the houfes, and himfelf, ta¬ 
king a lighted torch in his hand fet them the ex¬ 
ample*, 3t the fame time he ordered his archers 
todiicharge their fire-arrows: afting, fays Plu¬ 
tarch [e). like a madman, who had lod his 

- - • r i r t t #' i I 

l^niC5 ? luucrci; nmini u; oc auiuiutoy 


fy. r aytc ty m as 1c,getting hit fiends, re- 


nnrK. and, anht-rents: he ruo no thoughts but 
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Capitol: and feeing that he was upon the point 
of being forced there, he quitted the city with 
Sulpicius and fome others, leaving Sylla victo¬ 
rious. This was the firft battle in form fought 
in Rome between the citizens; no longer in 
the manner of a tumultuous fedicion, but to the 
found of trumpets, and with enfigns flying as 
between enemies. 

Sylla ufed moderation with his victory. Sylla pre - 
When matter of the city he faved it from being vents 
plundered; and having obferved fome foldiers ^ ome f r . Dm 
who pillaged contrary to his orders, he caufed un 
them to be punithed that inttant, and upon the 
fpot. He planted guards in all the important 
pofts; and himfelf and his Collegue palled the 
whole night, in vifiting all the quarters, to pre¬ 
vent the terror of fome, and the boldnefs of 


others from occafioning any diforder. 

He did nor ronrpnr himipif u having put 

an End to the troubles excited by Marius: he f orm 



refclred to prevent fudi as might revive in the & olcrn ’ . 
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This difcourfe was received with applaufe. 
However Sylla was afraid to exprefs the defign 
he had formed in clear terms, and contented 
himfelf with recommending to them, to hold 
themfelves in readinels to execute the orders, 
which it fhou'd be necefiary to give them in 
the prcfent fituation of affairs. The foldiers 
perfectly comprehended his meaning, and cried 
out, that he fhould lead them diredtly to Rome, 
and they would cauie juflice to be done him. 
This was what Sylla expected : the thing was 
refolved and executed that moment; and then, 
for the fir ft time, a Roman Coniui was feen 
marching again ft Rome with an army. Marius’s 
Tribunes having prelented themfeives were 
ftoned to death. However all the General offi¬ 
cers, that ftrved under Sylla, abandoned him to 
a man, out or re i pc a fur the name of their 
country, and net beinu able to refoive to turn 

- 7 v- 

its own arms agaimft it. Only his Qumftor 
continued with inm. 

Marius and Sftpicins having received advice 
of the death of tne two'i nbunes, ufed repri- 
fals upon Syiia’s fiier.v.s at Rome. Thus both 
Tides crofted each other; and whilft Tome quit¬ 
ted Sylla’s camp to return to the city, others fled 
from the city to leek refuge in it. 

p Bur theft recriftls did not advance Marius’s 

/ t r .(XU \ % A 

ff-Wjru affairs, v.lie was in a cruel perplexity. Sylla 
D z-utau- L fi\ a need at the head of fix legions, amounting 

to thirty thuuh.n.. root, and fix thou land horfe. 
'.He was alio i.ruorted bv his Collegue, who 

Ur - * ^ * 

^rf itt had Glutted his m:.e.it to j fin him, thereby unit¬ 
ing the wh.de authority ut the Conlulflnip. 
Tnough Pomueius had brought with him only 

O i J 

his name, that was no inconiiderJole reinforce¬ 
ment : and S ; da L:u io much ilrcfs upon this 

concert 
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concert between them, that he afcribed it in his 
Memoirs to the protection of the gods, and that 
lingular good-fortune which attended all his un¬ 
dertakings. Marius had the Senate for him, 
which he aftually in a manner kept in captivi¬ 
ty. For that body then made little or no re- 
fiftance againft violence, and almoft always fub- 
mitted to the yoke of the ftrongeft. Accord¬ 
ingly he made the Senate fend deputation upon 
deputation to Sylla-, at nrft to demand what 
motive induced him to advance in that manner 
with an army againft Rome; and afterwards to 
forbid him to do fo. Sylla contented himleif 
with anfwering fuch as queftioncd him, that he 
was going to deliver his country from the ty¬ 
rants, that opprefied it. But the Praetors, Bru¬ 
tus and Servihus, who were charged with more 
levere orders, having undertaken to fpeak with 
haughtinefs and a tone of Authority, Sylla’sfol- 
diers, who perfectly knew how to fet them at 
work, and concealed his game under their emo¬ 
tions, fell upon them, bioke their fafees, put 
their Lictors to flight, and feripped themfclves 
of their Robes (Pretext.?:) fo that the Prtetors 
thought themfeives very happy in efcaping with 
their lives; denounorg at Rome, by the fad 
condition in which they appeared, the fury of 
the foldiery and the extreme danger of the city. 

Marius was therefore under the ncceflity of 
having recourfe to prayers: and new Deputies 
were lent from the Senate to implore Sylla to 
advance no farther with his troops againft the 

city, and to wait till fome method of reconci- 

* 1 

liation fhould be found *, promifing him at the 
fame time that he fhould have reaion to be iatif- 
fied. He declared that he was difpofed to act 
as they dc fired, and even in the* prdcnce of the 

Denudes, 
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Deputies, ordered the proper officers to mark 
out a camp. Bur, with a perfidy, not excufable, 
even in a war with a ftranger, the Deputies 
had no fooner turned their backs, than he con¬ 
tinued his march, and arrived before Rome at 
an inftant, when he was lead expefted. 

As he appeared as an enemy he was received 
as fuch by the inhabitants, and befides the foD 
diers, whom Marius and Sulpicius had been 
able to afiembie in hade, the whole multitude 
getting upon the houfe-tops, poured fuch an 
hail of denes and tiles upon Sylla 5 s troops, as 
prevented them from advancing, Sylla upon 
that made no difficulty of crying out to his 
people to fetfire to the houks, and himfeif, ta¬ 
king; a lighted torch in his hard fet them the ex- 

O 

ample*, at the fame time he ordered his archers 
toGi.charg: their fire-arrows: acting, fays Plu¬ 
tarch 

% 

fends. 


i' 1 / p 


had loft his 
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a mao man, wr.o 

i him fed to be abfolutely 
fwayed by prlikr, as forgetting his friends, re¬ 
lations, and adheicnb: he had no tiioughts but 
of his enemies, and employed fire which can 
make no diftinction between the innocent and 
the guilty. 

Marius had not Efficient forces to oppofe an 
army. He made the utmed efforts: he called 
in to his aid both the citizens that were in the 
heufes, ar.a even the Haves, to whom he pro- 

But all was in vain*, and only 
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three Haves fullered themfelves to be tempted 
by his promifes. hie therefore retired to the 
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Capitol: and feeing that he was upon the point 
of being forced there, he quitted the city with 
Sulpicius and fome others, leaving Sylla victo¬ 
rious. This was the firft battle in form fought 
in Rome between the citizens; no longer in 
the manner of a tumultuous fedition, but to the 
found of trumpets, and with enfigns flying as 
between enemies. 

Sylla ufed moderation with his victory. Sylla p r e- 
When mafter of the city he faved it from being vents 
plundered*, and having obferved fome ibldiers 
who pillaged contrary to his orders, he caufed 
them to be punifhed that inftant, and upon the 
fpot. He planted guards in all the important 
pofts *, and himfclf and his Collegue pafled the 
whole night, in vifiting all the quarters, to pre¬ 
vent the terror of fome, and the boldnefs of 
others from occafioning any dilorder. 

He did not content himlelf v/ith having put Sylla n - 
an End to the troubles excited by Marius: he f ormsthe 
refolved to prevent fuch as might revive in the ^ e ™' raim 
fequel, and by reforming the government, to j- e . t l e aUm 
fecure, if poffible, the tranquillity of the Com- thontyof 
monwealth. The plan, which he followed in the Smote, 

this reformation, was to exalt the authority of 
the Senate and Nobility, and to diminifh the 
power of the People, whofe temerity and ca¬ 
price had Jong occafioned fuch great calamities. 

He therefore aflembled the People, and after 
having deplored the fa.I nccelflty, to which the 
injuftice of his enemies had reduced him, he 
deplored the unhappinefs of the Commonwealth 
given up as a prey to perverfe men, who by 
flattering the multitude for their own intereft, 
frequently fcduce them to take meafures mod 
repugnant to the publick good. To remedy 
this inconvenience, which drew fo many others 

after 
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Amfcfst ^ ter ^5 revived an ancient cuftoni, 

which had been abolifhed for fome ages, and 

decreed, that nothing fhould be propofed to the 
People, that had not firft been deliberated and 
approved by the Senate. In the fecond place, 
he made another very important change, which 
was, that for the future the People, inftead of 
voting by Tribes, fhould vote by Centuries. 
The difference was great. The divifion of the 
Tribes having been made according to the 
quarters of the city, or diftri&s of the country- 
inhabited by the citizens, every thing was con¬ 
founded in them, the noble with the mean, the 
rich with the poor: and as the number of the 
latter is always the greateft, the mean people 
bore the fway in the Tribes. On the contrary 
the diftribution by Centuries, had the difference 
of the riches each perfon polfeffed for its foun¬ 
dation: and that diftribution had been managed 
in fuch a manner, that the rich alone formed a 
majority of Centuries, and confequently had 
more voices than the whole multitude of the 
poor. 

The changes introduced by Sylla already ve¬ 
ry much leifened the authority of the Tribunes. 
He made ftill further breaches in it, which Hif- 
tory has not circumftantiated. But it was du¬ 
ring his Dictatorfhip, that he gave the Tribu- 
nitian Power the greateft blow, as we fhall fay 
in its place. 

And laftly, he caufed to be cancelled and an¬ 
nulled, as contrary to the Laws, all the De¬ 
crees Sulpicius had pa fled fince the vacation 
prefcribed by the Confuls, and thereby reinfta- 
ted himfeif in full and legal poffeflion of the 
command of the war ag.unft Mithridatcs. 


It 
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It now only remained for Sylla to fatiate his 
revenge. He affcmbied the Senate, and pro- He' caufes 
pofed to declare the two Marii, father and fon Marius , 
Sulpicius, and nine otherSenators, their prrinci- ^ tcius% 
pal adherents, enemies to their country. Every J /jer 
thing trembled before the Conful. However nators to 
Ch Scsevola the Augur, father-in-law of young be declared 
Marius, ventured to oppofe him. He 
refufed to give his opinion. Then, a: 
urged it, that venerable old man being 

C> 7 O 

to explain himfelf, did fo with all polfible cou- 
rage and conftancy : Neither thefe fohliers , faid 
he, with whom you hove furrounded the Senate , 
nor your menaces frighten me. Do not think that 
to preferve the feeble remains cf a Umgwjbing life, 
and of a bleed frozen in my veins , I can declare 
Marius an enemy to Rome , by whom I remember, 
that the city of Rome, and all Italy have been pre¬ 
ferred. Scaevola’s example was admired, but Affian. 
it found no followers. The decree of the Se¬ 
nate was conformable to the Conful’s propofaJ, 
and it was, “ That the two Marii, Sulpicius, 

“ P. Cethegus, Junius Brutus, the two Granii, 

“ Albinovanus, Lastorius, Rubrius, and two 
i4 others exprelly mentioned, but whofe names 
“ arc not come down to us, for having excited 
“ a fedition, made war upon the Confuls, and 
4< called in the (laves to liberty, were declared 
“ enemies of the publick 5 that in confequence 
<s all perfons (hould be permitted to fall upon, 

“ kill, or bring them to the Confuls; and 
“ that their eftates lhould be contil'rated. 3 ’ It 
appears, that there were alfo rewards promifed 
to fuch as lhould bring in their head. But it 
is not faid, that this promife was included in the 
decree of the Senate. 
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To execute this bloody refolution, Sylla dif- 
patched foldiers in puriuit of thofe he had juft 
caufed to be condemned. Sulpicius foon fell 
into their hands, having been difcovered by one 
of his flaves. The head of that unfortunate 
Tribune was brought to Rome, and let up on 
the Tribunal of harangues ; a fad prefage, fays 
Velleius, of the profcription, that followed foon 
after. For the reft, Sylla on this occafion did 
an act ofjuftice. As in the decree he publifli- 
ed to notitv the refolution of the Senate, he 

j 7 

had promifed liberty to iuch flaves, as fhould 
difcover any of the perfons nominated in it, the 
traitor who had delivered up Sulpicius was de¬ 
clared free : but immediately, with the hat, the 
fvmbol of liberty, and the reward of his crime, 

j j 7 * 

he was, by Sylla’s order, thrown down the 

Tarpejan rock. 

As to Marius, the circumftances of his flight 
would fuppiy matter for a very entertaining (lo¬ 
ry. On quitting Rome, all who accompanied 
him, having difperled, he retired with his fon 
to a country-houie which he had near Lanuvi- 
um. His defign was, to gain the coaft, and tc 
quit Italy. But, as he had no proviflons, he 
lent his fon to an eftate of his father-in-law 
Sc^vola’s, which was in the neighbourhood, in 
order that he might get there all that was ne- 
Ccffa:y for the voyage. Whilft young Marius 
was making his p-eparations, the night paffed *, 
and it bdng Light, horfemen were perceived 
afar off, who fufpecting an houfe fo nearly al¬ 
lied to Marius, were advancing thither to fearch 
it. But Scievola’s farmer or fteward, as faithful 
as his matter was generous, hid the fugitive in a 
waggon full of beans; and driving it towards 
Rome, paffed through thofe, who were feek- 
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Ing Marius, and fuffered him to go on without 6 *£ 
the leaft fufpicion of the fail. In this manner 
young Marius entered the city, and the very 
houfe of his wife, where, having provided him- 
felf with every thing he wanted, he happily 
quitted Rome : and with regard only to him- 
ielf, got to the fea, embarked, and arrived in 
Africa. 

His father was not fo fortunate. From his 
firft place of retreat, where he could not re¬ 
main long undifcovered, he went to Oftia; and 
there finding a veffcl, which one of his friends 
had provided, he went on board with Granius, 
his ion-in-law. This bark feems to have been 
a very fmall one, and perhaps was a kind of 
packet-boat*, with which Marius coafted along * Plutarch 
the Ihore, having at firft a fair wind. But the calls 
wind foon frefhening, the fea became tempef- 
tuous and the mariners finding it difficult to 
work the vtflel, and apprehending it could not 
refill the ftorm, refolved to land. Marius for¬ 
bade it, becaufe they were near Tcrracina, 
where he had a powerful enemy, called Gemi- 
nius. In a word, the bad weather not ceafing, 
and Marius bcfides being violently fea-fick, 
which is common with thofe not much accul- 
tomed to that element, he was obliged to give 
way to neceffity, and was landed with all his 
company. 

They did not.know what to do, nor whither 
to turn themfelves. Every thing was againft 
them : the land, where they apprehended being 
furprized by the enemy 5 the fea, becaufe it 
continued ftormy. To meet any body, was 
matter of dread ^ and not to do fo, was to 
want an abfolutely necefiary aid-, for their pro- 
vifions wc:e exhaafted, and they began to fuller 

i Vol. X. C from 
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A^ R c. 6 st ^ rorn ^ iUn D er * this diftrefs, they perceived 

feme fhepherds, to whom they went to a(k 
fome relief. But thofe poor people had nothing 
to give them ^ only knowing Marius, they 
adviled him to fly as loon as poflible, becaufe 
they had feen horfemen a little before in quell 
of him. He therefore quitted the high road, 
and went into a thick wood, where he paffed 
the night very indifferently, and the more fo, 
as thofe that were with him were tormented 
with hunger, and in confequence much out of 
humour. As for him, though weak, and ex- 
hauded with want and fatigue, he had dill fpi- 
rit enough to encourage others. He exhorted 

o 

the companions of his flight not to renounce 
his !aft remaining hope, for which he referved 
himlell : that was a feventh Conlulfhip, which 
he pretended the Fates had certainly decreed him. 
And on this cccaflen he related to them a facl, or 
a table, better adapted than the bed reafons to 
infpire confidence in fuperftitious minds. 

He tcid them, that when he was a child, 
he law an eagle’s neft falling, and catched it in 
the darts cf his robe j that there were young 
eagles in it: and that his father and mother 
having confuted the Augers ucon that event, 

U w i. * 

which fee mod a prodigy to them, they were 
anfwered, that their fon fhould be the mod il- 
luftrLus of mankind, and fhould poffefs the 
fupreme authority Lvcn times. However this 
Ptin. X. 5. fact may be, of which the naturalifls conted: 

the poffibiiity, affirming that eagles never breed 
more tiian two yourg ones at a time, or three 
at mod, we know v.hat to conclude in refpeft 
to fuch pretended omens, the baits of impof- 
tors, and amufement of fools. But Marius had 
grt.it uith in them, and it is certain, that in 
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his flight, and greatefl: extremities, he often A * c - 66 4' 
fpoke of the feventh Confulfhip, to which he Ant ‘ C ’ 88# 
was deftined by the gods. 

Whilft he wandered with his troops of fugi¬ 
tives upon the fea-fide, not being far from 
Minturnas, a place fituated at the mouth of the 
Liris *,■ they perceived a troop of horfcmen * GarigK. 
coming towards them. At the fame time cad- ane. 
ing their eyes towards the fea, they faw two 
merchant-fhips, their only refource in fo ex¬ 
treme a danger. Every one made the bed of 
their way towards the fea, threw themfeives in¬ 
to it, and endeavoured to gain the two vefiels 
by fwimming. Granius with fome others got 
to one of thofe fhips, and in it to the Ifle of 
iEnaria ||. Marius was old and heavy: and || rfchfa. 
it was not without great difficulty, that two 
flaves kept him above water to the other veffel, 
into which he was received. In the mean time 
the horfemen arrived on the fhore, and called 
out to the mariners, either to land Marius, or 
throw him over-board, and go on wherekhey 
pleafed. Marius weeping, implored the pity 
of the maders of the fhip, who, after fome de¬ 
liberation, much perplexed and uncertain how 
to aft, at length, moved by the tears of fo il- 
ludrious a fuppliant, anfwered the horfemen, 
that they would not deliver up Mariusupon 
which they retired in a great rage. 

Marius believed himfelf out of danger. He 
did not know that he was deftined to fuffer 
more cruel difficulties than he had hitherto ex¬ 
perienced, and to have a nearer view of death. 

Accordingly the generofity of thofe, who had 
given him an afylum in their fhip, was not of 
iong duration: they were feized with fear, not 

having approached the land, caff anchor at the 

C 2 mouth 
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A ’*c 6 83* mouth of the Liris. They then propofed land¬ 
ing to him, in order to make a fhort repofc af¬ 
ter fuch long fatigues. Marius, who diftrufted 
nothing, confented to it. He was carried a(hore 
to a place where there was grafs. But whilft he 
continued there at eafe, without any thoughts of 
impending misfortune, he faw the (hip weigh an¬ 
chor on a hidden, and fet fail. Thofe merchants 
like the generality of mankind, were neither 
wicked enough to do ill, nor good enough to do 
well, at the hazard of danger. They had been 
afhamed to deliver up Marius, but they did 
not believe it fate to preferve him. 

In what a deplorable (late was Marius, when 
he law himfelt upon the (bore alone, without 
aid, without defence, and abandoned by all the 
world! He however did not abandon himfelf ; 
he ger up ; and as the Liris, which in that 
place overflows the lands, forms marfhes, with 
incredible fatigue he eroded ditches full of wa¬ 
ter, and muddy grounds, and at length came 
to a poor wood-cleaver’s cottage. He threw 
himfelf at his leer, and conjured him to fave a 
man, who, if he eicaped danger, would reward 
him beyond his hopes. The peafant, whether 
he knew him, or was (truck with the loftinefs 
and majefiy of his appearance, which his mis¬ 
fortunes had not educed, anfwered, that if he 
only wanted reft, he might find it in his cot- 
tag,-; but it he fird from enemies, he would 


fnew him a later retreat. Marius having ac¬ 
cepted the Lit offer, the man conducted him to 
a hc:L\v place near a rnarfh, where he covered 
him with Laver, re-. Is, and rufhes. 


May I be allowed here to defire the reader to 
confide: Marius attentively in the deplorable 

fia:c we fee him at this moment? What might 

then 
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then be his thoughts ? How much ought he to^ R 
have abhorred a fatal ambition, that from the 
height of greatnefs and glory, had plunged him 
into an abyfsof mifery, below the condition of 
the meaneft of mankind ? And what a leffon is 
this to thole, who are never contented with their 
condition, and who imagine they want all things, 
when a fingie objedt is wanting to their infatia- 
ble avidity. 

Marius had not leifure to entertain himfelf 
long with fuch fad reflexions. For he foon 
heard a great noife on the fide next the cottage. 

It was made by horfemen fent by Geminius of 
Terracina, his enemy, who having met the 
wood-man, queftioned, preffed, and menaced 
him for concealing an enemy of the publick, 
condemned to die by the Roman Senate. Ma¬ 
rius had no refource left. He quitted his re¬ 
treat, undrefled himfelf, and plunged into the 
black and muddy water of the marfh. That 
dirty afylum could not conceal him. His pur- 
fuers ran to him, and having drawn him out 
of the water naked and all covered with mud, 
they put a cord about his neck, and dragged 
him immediately to Minturnse, where they de¬ 
livered him to the magiftrates. For an order 
was arrived in all the cities of Italy, to feize and 
kill him, wherever he ftiould be found. 

However, the magiftrates of Minturnas re- 
folved previoufly to deliberate, and left their pri- 
foner in the houfe of a woman, called Fannia, 
and who long had reafons to owe him no good 
will. The thing was as follows. Fannia hav¬ 
ing been feparated from her hufband Titinius, 
demanded the reftitution of her portion. Titi¬ 
nius refilled to reftore it upon account of her 
bad conduft: and that was matter of faft. 

C 3 The 
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• The affair was carried to Rome and brought 

• before Marius, then Conful for the fixth time. 
He examined into the merits of the caufe, and 
found that Titinius knew the character 2nd 
loofe conduct of his wife before he married her, 
which he had however done for the fake of her 
fortune. Marius in confequence equally diflik- 
ing both, fentenced the hulband to make refti- 
tution of the portion, and laid a fmall, but dif- 
graceful, fine upon the wife. Fannia however 
a died with generofity in the occafion Marius 
had ior her aid. She ferved him with all ima¬ 
ginable zeal, and even endeavoured to confole 
& 7 

^ 1 encourage him. He anfwered, that he had 
great hopes, and thofe in effedt of an omen, 
fo puerile and ridiculous, that it is not poffibie 
to read it without feeling fhame and pity for 
human ftupidity. He told her, that as he was 
bringing to her houfe, an afs came out of it 
running, and having ftept before him, looked 
on him in a manner, that expreffed gaiety, then 
brayed in a joyous tone, and afterwards leaping 
and prancing ran by him to drink at a fpring 
juft by. Thus the gaiety of an afs’s motions 
encouraged a ptrfon who had been fix times 
Conful: and he farther inferred, as the animal 
on quitting him went to feek water, that it was 
by water the gods intended he fhould be preferv- 
ed ; and that he fhould pal's the fea to refuge 
himfeif from the dangers that threatened his life. 
Full of confidence in effect of this fine reafon- 
ing, he du.fired to repofe, and having laid him¬ 
feif upon a bed, he caufed the door where he 
was to be fnut. 

The deliberations of the Magiflrates and Se¬ 
nate of Minturnse had not been long, and they 
had refoived to obey. But not a iingle citi¬ 
zen 
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zen could be found, who would charge himfelf ^ nt R ^ 6 ||' 
with that odious execution. A flranger, a Gaul 
or Cimber by birth, was fent to kill Marius, 
and entered the chamber fword in hand. The 
bed, on which Marius lay, was placed in a 
very dark nook. .From the midft of that ob- 
fcurity he call a fierce look on the Barbarian, 
his eyes feeming to flafh with fire, and at the 
fame time cried out to him with a terrible 
voice : Wretch, dare you kill C. Marius ? This 
was like a ftroke of thunder to the foldier, 
who immediately fled, throwing down his 

fword, and crying out, I cannot kill Marius . 

This example not only aftoniflied, but mo¬ 
ved the people of Minturnae with companion. 

They reproached themfelves with having been 
more barbarous than that Barbarian, and with 
having been guilty of cruelty and ingratitude 
againft the preferver of Italy, whom it was 
even fhameful not to defend. Let him efcape , 
faid they, let him efcape , and fulfill elfewhere his 
unhappy dejliny. Alas! we have but too much 
reafon to pray the gods to forgive us the involun¬ 
tary fault we commit , in fending Marius away 
from our city without defence and ajfiftance . They 
entered the houfe where he was in throngs, 
and furrounded and conduced him to the fea. 

Every one was eager to exprcfs his zeal, by 
carrying to the veflel appointed for him the ne- 
ceffary provifions. But one obftacle retarded 
their march, and made them lofe time. Upon 
the way between the city and the fea was a wood 
confecrated to the nymph Marica, in refpeft 
to which they obferved this fuperftitious cilf- 
tom, never to carry any thing out of it that 
had once been carried in. In confequence it 
was necelfary to take a great compafs, which 

C 4 their 
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tfc• ^eir impatience fupported with difficulty. Al 

length an old man having cried out, that every 
way was good, and allowed by the gods for fav- 
ing Marius, he ventured firft to croJs the wood, 
and was followed by all the reft. Every thing 
was loon ready, and Marius embarked in a ve¬ 
ry 1 mall vcftel, in the midft of the vows of the 
Minternenfes, who lifted up their hands to hea¬ 
ven, and implored the gods to take that great 
man under their protection. Afterwards, when 
he returned to Italy, he caufed this whole adven¬ 
ture to be painted, and placed the pidure in the 
temole of Marica. 

L 

From Mintumas Marius went to the Ifle of 


iEnaria, where he rejoined Granius. From thence 
they both took the route of Africa : but as they 
were in want of water, they were obliged toan- 
chor in Siciiv on the the fide of * Mount Eryx. 
LuXck:c U!-fortune purfued our fugitive every where. 

^' r:C of the province, happening to be 

cr diTra- in thole parts, fell upon Marius’s people, who 

landed to take in water, killed eighteen of them, 
and was very near taking Marius himfelf. This 
obliged Marius to reimbark as foon as poffible, 
* csl’ and. ro fteer for the Ifle of § Meninx, where for 

f 7 } * J # ^ 

ij uri t | ie n: ft time he received news of his fon. He 
diZ'lb beard, that having tfcaped with Cetbegus, one 

or the twelve included in the decree ol the 


Senate, he had retired to the court ot Hiemp- 
iz 1, who reigned over part of Numidia: that 
Prince was probably one of Mafiniffa’s pofte- 
rity. and was indebted for the ftates he poffeffed 
to Marius, who hao eftablifhed either himfelf 


erhis rather in them, alter the defeat and taking 
ot Jugurtha. This gave young Marius reafon 
to hope, that he fhouid find an afiured afylum 
near u«c pcrlon of that Numidian : and old 

Marius 
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1 

Marius alfo a little encouraged by the fame A - R * ^4, 

c " * Ant R 8S* 

thought, ventured to remove from the Illand of 
Meninx into the province of Carthage. 

The Roman magiftrate, who commanded in 
that province, never had any particular concern- 
with Marius, nor received either good or bad 
from him. And as the man was in a ftate of 
indifference with refpeft to him, it feemed 
that humanity alone and natural compaffion 
ought to move him in regard to the fate of fo 
great and fo illuftrious a perfon. But it is but 
too common to defpife the unfortunate. Marius 
had fcarce landed, when one of the Pnetor’s 
officers came to him, and faid in a menacing 
tone, Phe Prat or S ex till us forbids you to fet foot 
in his province . If you do not comply with his 
orders , he declares to you , that he is refolved to 
execute the decree of the Senate , and to treat you 
as an enemy of the publick. Marius was feized 
in fuch a manner with furprize, indignation and 
grief, that he continued very long without fay¬ 
ing any thing, with his eyes fixed on the per¬ 
fon, who brought him this meffage. On the 
officer’s preffing him, and afking what anfwer 
he fhouid carry back to the Praetor; Go, faid 
he, tell him who fcnt you , that you have feen 
Marius a fugitive , and fitting upon the ruins of 
Carthage. That anfwer was an excellent leffon 
upon the inftability of human things; uniting 
under the fame point of view the deftruftion of 
one of the mod powerful cities of the world, 
and the ruined fortune of the firft of the Ro¬ 
mans. Marius made no hade to execute the 
Prastor’s order: and he was ftill about Car¬ 
thage, when his fon joined him, who had been 
obliged to fly from Hiempfal’s dominions. 


t 


For 
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a. r. $64- For that Prince, more fenfible to the fear of 

Aa-uC, ss - a prcfenc evil, than to gratitude for a paft be¬ 
nefit, was perplexed about his fuppliant. He 
rendered him honours, but kept him againft his 
will, and prevented him from quitting his king¬ 
dom. That condudt gave the Roman great 
difquiet-, who plainly faw, that the King’s pre¬ 
texts for detaining him, had nothing fincere in 
them, and betokened no good to him. To ex¬ 
tricate himfeif, he took advantage of an occafion 
that offered, without his having conceived any 
thoughts of cultivating it. He was young, and 
well made. The danger that threatened him, 
moved one of the King’s miftreffes with com¬ 
panion: and foon, as the tranfition is very eafy, 
fne proceeded from pity to love. Marius at 
firft rejected her with difdain. But, when on 
the one fide he perceived that he had no hopes 
of flight but by her means, and on the other, 
that the fentiments of that woman had fome- 
thing much above a fooliih and blind paffion, 
he repoied a confidence in her, and found the 
good effects of it. For by her afiiftance, him- 
feif and his friends efcaped out of the hands of 
a Prince, to whom a commodious treachery 
would perhaps not havecoft much. 

He rejoined his father, as I have faid, near 
Carthage-, and it was no doubt a great joy both 
to the father and Ion, to meet after a leparation 
attended with fo many dangers. As they were 
walking along the coafi, Marius faw two fcor- 
pious fighting. He valued himfeif upon his 
{kill in the pretended art of divination. He 
judged this a bad omen, and concluded from it 
that they were threatened with feme danger: as 
if common fenfe alone, without the interpofi- 
tion of the fcorpions, did not iufnce to inform 
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him, that they had caufe to fear both from the 664. 
timorous policy of Sextilius, and the refent- t,c ’ 88# 
ment of Hiempfa). In confequence they threw 
themfelves into a fifhing-boat, which carried 
them to the ifle of * Cercina. And they fet * _ 
out in time. For they had fcarce got on board, 
when they faw fome Numidian horfe appear, 
fent in purfuit of young Marius by Hiempfal. 

This was not the lead danger they fuftained : 
but it was the lad. They pa (Ted the remaind¬ 
er of the winter quietly enough in the iflands of 
the African lea, waiting fome favourable event, 
that might enable them to return to Italy. 

Sylla in the mean time regulated every thing Syllas mo* 
at Rome with abundance of moderation. H e deration 
perceived, that his conduft in refpeft to Marius He fuffer* 
had difpleafed many of the Senators, and all 
the People in general. Inftead of being en- ConfuL 
raged at it, he choie to take pains for conci- Appian. 
liating favour, by a popular and very mild ?lut * in 

conduft. On holding the Affemblies for the 

election of the Magiflrates for the cnfuing year, 
he fullered both his nephew Nonius and Ser. 
Sulpicius, whom he fupported with his recom¬ 
mendation, to undergo a repuife. He even 
Paid on that occafion, that he was glad to fee the 
people ufe the liberty he had redored to them. 
Through the fame fpirit of moderation, he did 
not prevent L. Cornelius Cinna from being 
elefted Conful, who was of the oppofite facti¬ 
on to his, though a patrician, and his own re¬ 
lation. He only took the precaution to carry 
him to the Capitol, and the r e to make him 
take an oa:h, that he would aft nothing con- 
tinry to his interefts. Cinna took the oath pre- 
fcribed him in the prefence of many witneffes j 
and holding a Hone in his hand, he implored 

Jupiter* 
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Aof c. 6 ^ J u pker, if he failed in his engagements, to 

drive him out of the city, as he threw that 
ftone out of his hand. It is furprifmg that 
Sylia could repofe any confidence in the oaths 
ot an ambitious man. He however did not fo 
entirely trull in them, as not to life the farther 
precaution of giving him Cn. Octavius for col- 
Jegue, a man of worth, and a lover of peace 
and good order, but too mild to oppofe one of 
his violent character. Sylia had loon reafon to 
repent thefe meafures: and if any thing can 
palliate the horror of the cruelties he afterwards 
committed, it is the bad fuccefs of the lenity 
with which he acted on the prefent occafion. 

Accordingly as loon as his troops had quitted 
Rome to wait for him in Campania, and whilft 
he was ftili Conful, the partilans of Marius 

57 -e Comul began to ftir for the recall of the exiles: and 

Psmperus rhe firft ftep thev took to effect it, was, to lay 

V ^ fnares for the lives of the Confuls. Sylia had 

leaft to fear, having an army that might be 
employed for his defence, even after the expi¬ 
ration of his Confulfhip. Pompeius conceived 
he had obtained a like fecuritv, by caufing the 
command of the troops at Picenum to be given 
him, at the head of which then was Cn. Pom¬ 
peius Strabo, in quality of Proconful finally 
to reinfrate the tranquillity of the country. But 
the Conful thereby only h aliened his death. 
Strabo at firft feigned to receive him with re- 

u 

fptdt, when he came to take upon him the com¬ 
mand of the army, and retired, as being only a 
private per ion. But the next day a iedition, exci¬ 
ted by the ambitious Proconful, delivered him 
from his competitor: and for the firft; time (the 
times we are now come to abound with crimes 
unheard of before) a roman army imbrews its 
hands in the blood of their Conful. Strabo 

having 


bis fc Liters . 
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having afterwards fhewn hinifelf to the foldiers,' A *R- ^ 
affedted abundance of anger: but he was fborv Ant ‘ c ’ 
appealed: his fudden reconciliation with the,) 
munherers difcovered him*, and all Hiftorians' 
afcribe the Conful’s violent death to him, who; 
was befides his near relation. The Senate, 1 
which in fuch perilous times as thefe, had lefs 
power than the foldiers, was obliged to let this 
crime pafs with impunity. Sylla lefs intent 
upon avenging his Collegue’s death, than pro¬ 
viding for his own fecurity, aflembled his 
friends, and prevailed upon them to keep guard 
round his houfe and perfon, as long as he 
fhould be obliged to continue in the city: and 
as foon as it was poffible he quitted it, and 
went into Campania to put himfeif at the head 
of his army. 


Cn. Octavius. 

L. Cornelius Cinna. 


A. R. 665# 
Ant. C« 87* 


Cinna was hardly in office when he {hewed Cima fg 
how much Sylla had been in the wrong to place j™*Sylla 
any confidence in him, and to believe him ca- to quit 
pable of having any regard to his oath. He ltoh % cau/a 
had nothing fo much a: heart as to prefs him r °j 1 

^ r \ 1 j • 1 • , r ^ accujea by 

to let out-, alledging lor h:s realon the neceffity a Tribune 
of putting a (top to rhe progrels of Michridates5 of the Pco - 
but in reality to rid himfell of fuch an infpeclor ? ie : 
in order to be at lull liberty lor the execution 
of his own fchemes. Sylla for the fame realon piut. in 
was in no hade. The Conful, to put an end Sylh 
to his delays, contrived to have him accuied 
by the Tribune M. Virgilius. Thole who were 
employed in the fervice of the Commonwealth, 
were exempted by a law from this kind or pro- 
fecutions. Sylla accordingly leaving both the 

Conful 
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A~nr R r ' Conful and Tribune to themfelves, put to fea. 


Hi la¬ 
bours the 
recall :f 
Marius. 


9 Three 

bund- td 
thou [and 
cr'suin'. 


and arrived in Greece. I (hall give an account 
of his exploits againft Mithridates in the fe- 
quel. 

Cinna no fooner faw himfelf difengaged from 
the foie obftacle that checked him, than he 
began to labour the recall of Marius. His 
turbulent and reftlefs fpirit could not endure 
repofe and tranquillity. Befides which, a fran- 
tick ambition made him defirous of rendering 
himfelf mafter of the Commonwealth. And 
laftly, with thefe motives, united three hundred 
* talents, which were given him by the partifans 
of Marius. It is from Appian we have this 
lad faft, who a little before had obferved, that 
very rich perfons, of both Sexes, interefted them¬ 
felves for that iiluitrious fugitive. 


Cinna then tour 


To ga 'r.his 
pint he 
undertakes 
to mingle 

the mi proceed to his end by indirect means. 


and 


his caufe in hand, 
feemed at the fame time to a fill me his fpirit. 
For he took care to difguife his aim, and to 

He did 


citizens 

the 

ancient 

Tnhes. 

A ppian. 


Sedition cn 
teat bead. 


not manifeft at firft his defign to reinftate the 
exiles; but he undertook to revive the law 
parted by the Tribune Sulpicius, for introducing 
the new citizens into the old Tribes, in all its 
force. Upon tiiis fignal an infinite multitude 
of thole new citizens few to the city ; and 
Rome amain became the feene of a furious divi- 

w 

Con; the old citizens ouoofino- with ro lefs vi- 

* i I HdJ 

they ihw themfelves attacked. Each 
of the parties had a Conk! at its head; arid 
both rock up arms. C.nna as he was the molt 

audacious, emp'.uyeci 

The majority of the Tribunes of the People 
oppofed the law. There was no going farther 
without recourfe to violence. Accordingly that 
moment fwords were ken glittering, and a mul¬ 
titude 


gour than 


A them firft. 
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titude of*the fedirious with Cinna, at the head 66 't 

of them, fell upon the oppofing magiftrates Anl ‘ 
to drive them from the Tribunal. Odtavius 
then, round whom the old citizens, and all that 
were for the publick tranquility, had ranged 
themfelves in arms, entered the forum, attacked 
the fa&ious, divided them into two bodies, and 
difperfed them: then, out of refpeft for the con- 
fular dignity in Cinna, and not inclining to 
come to blows with his Collegue, he turned to¬ 
wards the temple of Caftor. But thofe who ac¬ 
companied him, did not imitate his timorous 
circumfpeftion, Theypulhed their advantage, 
killed a great number of the adverfaries, and 
drove the others fighting to the gates of the 
city. Cinna, who was fuperior in number, ama¬ 
zed to fee himfelf overcome, had recourfe to 
the laft refuge of the defperate. He called in 
the flaves to his aid upon the promife of liberty. 

But that was ineffectual; nobody joined him, 
and he was obliged to abandon the city, and 


Cinna is 

driven out 
of the city. 


retire into Campania. The battle had been 

very bloody. Cicero affirms, that the forum 

fwam with the blood of the citizens, and was 

quite filled with heaps of dead bodies: and 

Plutarch makes the number of thofe only, who 

perifhed on Cinna’s fide, amount to ten thou- 
land. 

He carried away fome Senators with him, 
of whom Sertorius was undoubtedly the muff 

Unhappy circumftancci for that 

him into this party. 

and 


Cic. in 
Catil. III. 
14. Sc pro 
Seff. 77. 


Plut. in 
Serior. 

He herd 
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•vsitb him 


iiluftrious. 


k t # 

great man had thrown 
His birth itfelf feemed to incline him to it: 
as a new man, in a divifion between the No¬ 
bility and the People, it was natural for him 
to attach himfeif to the Plebeian fadtion. Be- 
fidcs which, we have obkrveu that he had fer- 

ved 



Iegue. a man or wortn^mtHT Tuvc? ui pcav.^ 
and good or.le.-, hue roo nil a eppofe one of 
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repent thefe meafures: and it any tning can 
palliate the horror of the cruelties he afterwards 
committed, it is the bad fuccefs of the lenity 
with which he afted on the prefent occafion. 

Marius', Accordingly as foon as his troops had quitted 

party re - Rome to wait for him in Campania, and whilft 

c D urag f . he was Conful, the partifans of Marius 

The Conful be2;an to ftir for the recall of the exiles: and 

y ^ 

Pompesus the firft ftep they took to effect it, was, to lay 

^ nares f° r c ^ e b v cs of the Confuls. Sylla had 
' lead: to fear, having an army that might be 
employed for his defence, even after the expi¬ 
ration of his ConluUhip. Pompeius conceived 
he had obtained a like fecurity, by caufing the 
command of the troops at Picenum to be given 
him, at the head of which then was Cn. Pom¬ 
peius Strabo, in quality of Proconful finally 
to reinftate the tranquillity of the country. But 
the Conful thereby only haftened his death. 

Strabo at fird feigned to receive him with re- 


fpeft, when he came to take upon him the com¬ 
mand of the army, and retired, as being only a 
private perfon. But the next day a fedition, exci¬ 
ted by the ambitious Proconful, delivered him 
from his competitor: and for the firft time (the 
times we are now come to abound with crimes 
unheard of before) a roman army imbrews its 
bands in the blood of their Conful. Strabo 

having 
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crime pafs with impunity. Sylia kfs intent 
upon avenging his Collcgue’s death, than pro- 
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friends, and prevailed upon them to keep guard 
round his houfe and perfon, as long as he 
ftiould be obliged to continue in the city: and 
as foon as it was poffible he quitted it, and 
went into Campania to puthimfelf at the head 

of his army. 


Cn. Octavius. 

L. Cornelius Cinna, 


A. R. 665* 
Ant. C. 87, 


Cinna was hardly in office when he file wed Q nna t0 
how much Sylla had been in the wrong to place f orce Sy/!a 
any confidence in him, and to believe him ca- to quit 
pable of having any regard to his oath. He 
had nothing fo much at heart as to prefs him by 
to fet out*, alledging for his reafon the neceffity a Tribune 
of putting a flop to the progrefs of Mithridates 5 of the Pcq- 
but in reality to rid himfelf of fuch an infpe&or fa , 
in order to be at full liberty for the execution yalei. 
of his own fchemes. Sylla for the fame reafon put. in 
was in no hafte. The Conful, to put an end Syll. 
to his delays, contrived to have him accufed 
by the Tribune M. Virgilius. Thole who were 
employed in the fervice of the Commonwealth, 
were exempted by a law from this kind of pro- 
fecutions. Sylla accordingly leaving both the 

Conful 
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Conful and Tribune to themfelves, put to fea, 

and arrived in Greece. I fliall give an account 

of his exploits againft Mithridates in the fe- 

quel. 

Cinna no fooner faw himfelf difengaged from 
the foie obftacle that checked him, than he 

began to labour the recall of Marius. His 
turbulent and reftlefs fpirit could not endure 
repofe and tranquillity. Befides which, a fran- 
tick ambition made him defirous of rendering 
himfelf mafter of the Commonwealth. And 


* Thru 

bund- ed 



To gain bii 
point be 
undertakes 
to mingle 
tbe nrvj 
citizens 
a sciib the 


ancient 

Tribes. 


Appian. 


Sedition cn 
that head. 


laftly, with thefe motives, united three hundred 
* talents, which were given him by the partifans 
of Marius. It is from Appian we have this 
laft fad, who a little before had obferved, that 
very richperfons, of both Sexes, interefted them¬ 
felves for that illuftrious fugitive. 

Cinna then took his caule in hand, and 
Teemed at the fame time to affume his fpirit. 
For he took care to difguife his aim, and to 
proceed to his end by indirect means. He did 
not manifeft at firft his defign to reinftate the 
exiles; but he undertook to revive the law 
palled by the Tribune Sulpicius, for introducing 
the new citizens into the old Tribes, in all its 
force. Upon this fignal an infinite multitude 
of thofe new citizens flew to the city ; and 
Rome again became the Icene of a furious divi- 
Con; the old citizens oppofing with r.o lefs vi¬ 
gour than they faw themfelves attacked. Each 
of the parties had a Conful at its head ; arid 
both took up arms. Cinna as he was the mod 
audacious, employed them firft. 

The majority of the Tribunes of the People 
oppofed the law. There was no going farther 
without recourie to violence. Accordingly that 
moment fwords were feen glittering, and a mul¬ 
titude 
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titude ofthe feditious with Cinna, at the head 

of them, fell upon the oppofmg magiftrates 
to drive them from the Tribunal. Odtavius 
then, round whom the old citizens, and all that 
were for the publick tranquility, had ranged 
themfelves in arms, entered the forum, attacked 
the faftious, divided them into two bodies, and 
difperfed them: then, out of refpedt for the con- 
fular dignity in Cinna, and not inclining to 
come to blows with his Collegue, he turned to¬ 
wards the temple of Caftor. But thofe who ac¬ 
companied him, did not imitate his timorous 
circumfpeftion. They pufhed their advantage, 
killed a great number of the adverfaries, and 
drove the others fighting to the gates of the 
city. Cinna, who was fuperior in number, ama¬ 
zed to fee himfelf overcome, had recourfe to 
the laft refuge of the defperate. He called in 
the Oaves to his aid upon the promife of liberty. 

But that was ineffectual *, nobody joined him, 
and he was obliged to abandon the city, and 
retire into Campania. The battle had been 
very bloody. Cicero affirms, that the forum 
fwam with the blood of the citizens, rind was 
quite filled with heaps of dead bodies: and 
Plutarch makes the number of thofe only, who 

perifhed on Cinna’s fide, amount to ten thou- 
l'and. 

He carried away fome Senators with him, 
of whom Sertorius was undoubtedly the rnoft 
iiluftrious. Unhappy circumftanccs for that 
great man had thrown him into this party. 

His birth itfelf feemed to incline him to it: and 
as a new man, in a divifion between the No¬ 
bility and the People, it was natural for him 
to attach himfelf to the Plebeian fadtion. Be- 
Tides which, we have obfcrved that he had fer- 

ved 
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Aafcfs 5 ' Vec * UIK ^ er Marius in the war with the Cimbrl, 

7 * and had received from him many proofs of 
his efteem * and that was a farther engage¬ 
ment. But what finally determined him, was, 
that having flood for the Tribunefhip, Sy 11 a 
had caufed him to be excluded. Freinfhemius 
conjectures with great appearance of reafon, 
that befides the ties between Sertorius and Ma¬ 
rius, Sylla, who was for depreffing theTribu- 
nitian power, conceived it contrary to his views 
to fuffcr that office to be conferred on a man of 
bravery, and one who in his youth had acquired 
great reputation for the talent of fpeaking. It 
was this combination of circumflances that 


drew Sertorius into the unfortunate party, and 
in confequence made his whole life a fcries of 
difgraces. His misfortunes did not in the lead 
diminifh his glory. But had it not been for that 
unfortunate engagement,he had talents,greatnefs 
of mind, and military abilities capable of mak- 
ing him the firft perfon of the Commonwealth •, 
whereas he w-$ obliged, during his whole life, 
to employ fo many virtues againft his country, 
and at la ft to perifh miferabiy by the treachery 
of his friends. A great lefton, that ought to 
make perfons very cautious in their firft Heps, 
which are often taken inconfiderately enough 
in youth, and a'terwards give the bias to the* 
whole feries of life. 


CizrJZ is 
deprived of 
the Car.pd- 
and 

Merila 
cbofen in 
bis pc ad. 


The Senate proceeded jur’dically againft 
Cinna, and declared the office of Conful, which 
he occupied, void as well by defertion, as for 
the crime of having called in the (laves to liber¬ 
ty j an [a) affiont Cinna well delerved; but a 


{a) Kxc injuria Lomine quam exemplo dignior fait. VdL 
IL 20. 

precedent 
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precedent, that might have very pernicious ef- 
lefts. They fubftituted to him'L, Cornelius 
Merula, who was the Pricft of Jupiter, Flamen 

Dialis. 

Cinna driven in this manner to extremities, Cinna 
had no refource but in the foldiery. As the Z atm 
peace of Italy was not entirely re-eftablifhed, 
and the Samnites 'continued ftill in arms, the 
Romans had alfo different armies on feveral 
fides, and one actually in Campania under the 
command of Ap. Claudius. Cinna having gained 
the principal officers of that army, entered the 
camp; and the foldiers having afiembled around 
him, he difmiffed his Lifters, as b.ing only 
now a private perfon. At the fame time Ihed- 
dinec tears in abundance, he addrefled himfelf 

3 ^ 

thus to the multitude: Dear fellow citizens, 1 
received from you the firft dignity of the com - 
'monwealth, and the Senate have deprived me of 
it without your confent . It is not however my 
private difgraces , that affett me tnoft. 1 lament 
your violated rights , your annihilated power . For 
who from henceforth will give themfelves the 
trouble to follicite the fuffrages of the Tribes ? 

Who will take pains to conciliate your favour? 

And how can you be confidered as arbiters of 
elections, as difpencers of employments and dignities 
if you cannot fecure the enjoyment of your gifts to 
thofe you have invejled with them , and if your 
creatures are liable to be deprived without your 
participation of what you alone have conferred . 

He added many other things to the fame eT 
feft, concluding his difeourfe with defending 
from the Tribunal, tearing his robes, and 
throwing himfelf at the feet of the foldiers. 

All of them, moved with fuch a fight, raifed 
him up, made him re-afeend the Tribunal,defired 

D him 
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him to recall his Lidors, and protefted, that 
they would perfift in acknowledging him for 
Conful. At the fame time the Officers, whom 
he had gained, advanced, and firft took the 
oath to him as to their General, and then made 
rhe troops under their refpedive commands do 
the feme. 

This fufficed for putting Cinna into a con¬ 
dition to fear nothing. But he was befides for 
making himfelf formidable to his adverfaries, 
and for refuming the' authority of the govern¬ 
ment over them, of which-they had taken pof- 
feffion. 


made 


Veil. II. 
20. 


Perplexity 
of the Cot. • 

fsrfj' 


Accordingly to augment his party, he 
a tour to all the cities of Italy, repre- 
fenting to the new citizens,, that it was their 
quarrel he had fuftained, and that he had been 
the vidim of his zeal for their interefts. He 

was without doubt heard favourably: he found 
both men and money in abundance: and he 
had at his command three hundred cohorts or 
thirty legions, formed out of the different dates 
of Italy: a formidable power, which it is not 
to be believed that he affembled in one body of 
an army, but which may give us an idea of the 
greatnefs of his ftrength, and what reafons 
thofe had to tremble, who had driven him out 
of Rome. 

Odavius and Merula in effed thought pro¬ 
per to fortify the city, and to put it into a 
ftate of defence. Ac the fame time, as they 
had few troops about them, they wrote on all 
Tides to call in the armies, that kill acknow¬ 
ledged the authority of the Senate to the af- 
fiftance of their country, 
two of the ftrongeft bodies of troops, 
which they could hope affiftance, both failed 

them from different reafons, Metelius Pius* 

k who 


But the generals of 

from 
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who was full of good will, was too far off, A - R. 66 5 . 

d j C q 

and fufficiently employed by the Samnites. ’ ’ 7 * 
Pompeius Strabo, who might have been at Liy.Epifi-,; 
hand to aid the Confuls effectually, obferved a Veil. il. * 
dubious conduft, and gave Cinna time to 2l » 
flrengthen himfelf; with the view of making 
himfelf neceffary, and difcontented from not 
having obtained a fecond Confullhip as he 
dcfired. 


Marius in the mean time* who till then had Marius 
continued in Africa, took the advantage of a returns to 
conjuncture fo much in his favour. He re- 
paffed the fea, and landed at a port in Tufcany £ 
with abdut a thoufand men, partly Moorilh Appian^' 
horfe, and partly Italian adventurers, whom his Plut. in 
name and misfortunes like his own, had in- Mar & 
duced to follow him. He wore in his afpeft^ 11 ' & 
and his whole perfon an air of dejection, that crl0r * 
fuited his condition. And the companion that 
the fight of him ini pi red, joined with his great 
reputation, foon enabled him to affemble fix 
thoufand men *, and the more eafily, as he re- 
fufed none that offered themfelves, even to the 


Haves to whom he gave liberty. He then fent 
to offer Cinna his fervice; and the latter, 
who had affefted to have no intelligence with 
him, though in reality they were agreed in 
every thing, affembied the Council of war to 
deliberate upon Marius’s propofal. 

No body hefitated upon accepting his offers. 
Only Sertorius was of a contrary opinion, 
whether he apprehended being eclipfed by the 
glory of fo great a warrior, or all benevolent 
as he was, he dreaded the terrible exceffes, to 
which revenge might carry a man naturally 
cruel, and exafperated by misfortunes. He 
reprefented, th it as their enterprize was fo far 

D 2 advanced 
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ActJVgT ac ^ vancec3 9 as a manner to allure them of 

overcoming, they had no occafion for Marius, 
and that however, if he joined them, he would 
engrofs the whole glory of the Succefs to him- 
feif. That befides, his jealous and umbragi- 
ous character was known, which, it was more 
than poffible, would make thofe repent their 
favour, who fhould ffiare authority with him. 
The oppofition of Sertorius compelled Cinna 
to difcover himfelf. He owned, that the rea- 
fons alledged were of weight: but he added, 
that he was afhamed to refute Marius, after 
having called him in himfelf. Why did not you 
fay fo at fir ft ? Refumed Sertorius. If you in¬ 
vited him *, the affair is at an end ; we have no 
occafion to deliberate. Marius was accordingly 
received: and Cinna declared him Proconful, 
and was for giving him the Fafces and Lidtors. 
But he refuted them •, faying, that fuch honours 
did not become the fortune of an exile. And 
in order to render himfelf an object of pity, 
he affumed an ^afflicted afpedt, and dejedted 
manners, through which however it was eafy 
to difcern an height of courage irritated, but 
not depreffed, by the calamities he had fuf- 
fered. 

Cinr.a ar.d It was refolved in the Council to attack Rome. 


Marius 

tzarcb 

avoinjl 

Rjtr.e. 


Sylia had fet the example : and Marius did not 
pique himfelf upon being more delicate than 
his enemy in the point of love for his country. 
Cinna and he affined themfelves of fucceedin^ 
without difficulty. Beudes their great ftrength, 
the cold and flow circumfpedtion of Odtavius 
gave them a great fuperiority. It is the fate 
of worthy perfons to be almoft always attack¬ 
ed with advantage; becaufe probity denies 
them many refourfes, which thdt adverfaries 

make 
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make no fcruple to employ. Odtavius wanted 
neither fortitude, nor ability. But he rigidly 
adhered to the obfervation of the Laws; and 
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whenfome body advifed him to arm the Oaves, 
and engage them by the hope of liberty in the 
defence of the city, he replied, “That he 
“ would not violate the Laws by giving Oaves 
u the (a) Rights of Roman citizens, whilft out 
“ of refpeft for them, he deprived Marius of 
u thofe Rights. 5 ’ 

The contrary party had a quite different way 
of thinking. They fpared no means for ftrength- 
ning themfelves: and Cinna befieged Rome 
with four armies, which were polled, one with 
Marius at its head below the city on the fide 
next the fea, another, commanded by Serto- 
rius, above; Cinna himfelf, and Carbo, who 
will foon have a great part hereafter in all thefe 
troubles, took up their quarters between thofe 
of Marius and Sertorius. Their firft defig a 
was to reduce the city by famine ; which it was 
ealy to effett, as they were matters of the river. 
Their parties fcoured the country. They had 
light (hips, which cruized upon the coafts: and 
in that manner they prevented any provifions 
from being brought into the befieged. Marius 
by intelligence even furprifed Oftiaat the mouth 

of the Tiber, and gave up that unfortunate 
place, to be plundered at the dilcretion of the 


troops. Pompeius 

I now proceed to the flow movements of Strabo 

Pompeius Strabo in favour of the Confuls and comes at 

o r n 1 • n length to 

Senate. By a treacherous connivance, as I have t ke aid of 
faid before, he had given Cinna time to acquire Rome. 

Battle , in 

{a) Slaves made free by the Romans became Roman citizens hrothe ° n * 
thmfelvt, killsa r n _ 

^ 3 for- other. 
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Antics-'. f° rrn *dable forces, ar.d did not come to the a ; 4 

r of his country till it was reduced to extremities. 
And if we may believe Orofius, before he de¬ 
clared on the fide of the Senate, he had offered 
himfdf to Cinna and Marius, and had been 
rejected. He fought a battle at the gates of 
Rome, which was not decifive, and of which 
Tac.Hiih all that we know worthy of notice is, that two 
III. 51. brothers, who happened to ferve in the oppofite 

Orof^v * arm * es > meeting, during the heat of the battle, 
19. * engaged without knowing each other. He who 

was on Pompey’s fide having killed the other, 
knew him when he was taking his fpoils. His 
grief rofe to defpair, and after the afticn, hav¬ 
ing erefted a funeral pile, upon which he placed 
the dead body, he got upon it himlelf, it\\ 
upon the fame fword with which he had killed 
his brother, and having ordered the fire to be 
lighted, in that manner mingled his afhes with 

thole of the deceafed. Horrid event! which 

♦ 

made both armies groan, whilft they were com¬ 
mitting crimes of almoft as deep a dye. 

Ttt S&m- The Confute would not have thought them- 
7 z :a j : J* felves fufficiently ftrong with the reinforcement 
tart** or ^ Pom P e y’ s tr00 P s > though they could even 

have relied upon the zeal and fidelity of their 
Leader. They therefore fought to procure other- 
aid. Metellus Pius, who was entirely devoted 
to the Senate, as I have faid already, was adtual- 
iy making war againft the Samnites. They 
fent him orders to treat with that People, and to 
offer them the freedom of Rome. They were 
m hopes of acquiring thereby a double rein¬ 
forcement, the army of Metellus, which as 
foon as difengaged, would not fail of coming to 
the aid of Rome; and even that of the Sam¬ 
nites, who from enemies, would become ci¬ 
tizens. 
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tizens. But the latter full of hatred for the Ro~ 
man name, and haughty in effect of being iol- 
licited, demanded fuch advantageous conditions 
for themfdves, and fo hard and difhonourable 
for the Romans, that Metellus would not ac¬ 
cept them. Masius and Cinna, who were ap¬ 
prized ot that negotiation, gave the Samnites 
Carte blanche , and .thereby brought them over 
to their party. Metellus did not tail to advance 
towards Rome, and to join the army of Octa¬ 
vius. 

In the mean time the city was upon the point 

of being taken by treafon. One Ap. Claudius, 

a legionary Tribune, who had formerly received 
fome fervice from Marius, delivered up the fort 
of Janiculum to him, ot which he had the * 
guard. Cinna and Marius were in poffeffion 
of that poft, which commanded the city, and 
was joined to it by a bridge, when O&avius 
and Pompeius flew thither, and repulled the . > 
enemy. 

This was the laft fervice Rome derived from 
the army of Pompeius. Soon after a contagion 
fpread in it, that deftroyed great part of it. 

The unexpected death of that .General, who 0 j 
was killed with thunder in a dreadful borm, Pompeius 
entirely difperfed that army. Nothing is laid S tra bo, 
of it after that event: and it is probable, that the 
foldiers either difperfed, or even took party tyjo/him' 
amongft Cinna’s troops. I muft not omit here 
the manner, in which the public]' expreffed 
their hatred for Pompeius Strabo after his death. Plut. in 
He had drawn it upon himfelf by his unfatiablePomp.JuL 
avarice, unbounded ambition, and efpecially 0 ^- 
•the criminal indifference, which he had exprefr 
fed in refpeft to the dangers, that threatened 
Rome, Accordingly at the celebration of his 

D 4 funeral. 
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a- R- 665. funeral, the populace fell upon the bed of ftate, 
^ 87 ‘ in which he was carrying to the pile, tore him 

out of it, and threw his body upon the ground; 
and after having done it a thoufand outrages, 
they dragged it about the ftreets with an hook. 
Pompey the Great, who was beloved by the 
Roman People, even to adoration, was the fon 
of lb deteftcu a father. 

£ppian. Marius fpared no pains to deprive the befieg- 

ed of all hopes of receiving provifion and re- 
frefhments: with this view he took all the places 
in the neighbourhood of Rome, where there 
were magazines, Antium, Aricia, Lanuvium, 
and fome others. After which, having rejoined 
Cinna, Sertorius and Carbo, he moved with 
M 'us of t ^ em co °^ er t ^ ie ^onful battle. Cn. Odtavius 
f ::Zt had quieted Rome, and kept the field with con- 
vitu battle fiderable forces; namely his own troops, thofe 
r- M bodar£s 0 f Mctcllus Pius, and a third army command- 
not accept ^ by P. Craffus, the father of him, whom his 

riches and power after rendered fo famous. It 
might have been thought, that the Conful, in 
the ftate things were, would undoubtedly have 
accepted the defiance of the enemy. Only a 
battle gained could fave Rome. But at the fame 
time a battle loft would give it up as a prey to 
violence, -plunder, and all the horrors of war. 
This laft confideration, conformable to the mild 
and fomewhat timorous difpoficion of Oftavius, 
checked him. He did not dare to expofe his 
country to fo great a danger, and loft all, by 
his averfeneis to hazard any thing. Defertions 
became frequent*, and fcarcity increafing in 
Rome, began to excite the complaints and 
murmurs of the multitude*, fo that the Senate 
difeouraged, and apprehending that the city 
would either be taken by force, or delivered up 

by 
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by treachery, fent deputies to Cinna to treat of 
an accommodation. 


Cinna ftopt them fhort by aiking, whether ^ ies 
thofe who fent them, acknowledged him Con-y^;^, t j ?s 
ful. What is furprifing enough, they had no Senate to 
inftruftions upon that head, and returned with- Cinna. 
out fo much as opening the negociation. This 
weak ftep taken by the Senate had therefore no 
orher effeft, than to augment the confirmation 
of thoft :n its intereft, and to raife the courage 
of the paitizans of Marius, who were very nu¬ 
merous in the city. Odtavius’s army diminiih- 


ed every day by defcrtions ; and his credit de¬ 
clined ftill more. He could neither rely upon 


moft of thofe, who remained in his camp, nor 
the foldiers place any confidence in an irrefo- 


lute General, very tenacious of forms, and al¬ 
ways apprehenfive of doing too much. As to 
Mete Hus, he had abandoned the party, and 
feeing the fuperiorky Marius had attained, he 


firfi: retired into Liguria, from whence he foon 
after went to Africa. The Senate had no other 


refource left, than to tranfaft with the adver- 
faries upon the gentlefl: conditions it was pof- 
fible to obtain. But it was neceffary to reftore 
the Confullhip to Cinna; and that indifpen- 
fible preliminary was the higheft injufbice to 
Merula, a man of worth, venerable for the 
eminence of the Priefthood he poffeffed, and 
one who undoubtedly was far from defe'rving the 
affront of being depofed. 


That Conful fpared them the perplexity they MeruLah - 
were under, with refpeft to him, by facrificing Skates th 
himfelf with a generofity worthy of the greateft 
praifes. I (hull be far , laid be, from fuffering y^ 
my perfon and interests to be an objlacle to peace . 

1 received the Confular Fafces by your authority , 

and 
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and to labour for the fafety of my country. A V 
the good of my country new requires , that IJljould 
lay them down, it is with joy I give my fellow- 
citizens that teftimony of my love for them , and 
of my zeal for extricating them out of danger. 
He afterwards attended the Tribunal of ha¬ 
rangues, and foiemnly abdicated his oSce before 
the People. Upon that, new deputies were 
fent to Cinna, with orders to acknowledge him 
Ccnful. 

Their inftructions were very fhort. They 
were charged to demand nothing of Cinna, but 
an oath to fpare the lives of the citizens. He 
would not condefcend to take that oath, and 
infilled upon their being contented with giving 
his word, that he would not voluntarily caufe 
the death of any one. We fhail fee in what 
manner he kept that promife: but he would 
not have oblerved 'his oath more ftridtly; He 
added advice to Oftavius, who had re-entered 
the city: Let him not venture to appear in pub- 
lick, faid he to the Deputies, leaf againft my 
will fonts misfortune Jhould befall him. He 
gave this audience fitting on his Tribunal, with 
his Lictors before him, and furrounded with all 
the train of the Confular dignity. Marius was 
Handing near the Conful’s curule chair, affedt- 
ing, as he had always done fince his return, an 
air of dejedtion, of which it was eafy to difeern 
Ccwic'.l the kypocrify, and which fuffered marks of 
dd by profound refentment and fanguinary revenge to 

efcape. 

Accordingly Marius and Cinna feeing them- 
felves vidlors, held a great Council with the 
principal Chiefs of their party, to deliberate 
upon the manner, in which they {hould ufe 
their vidtory. We cannot doubt, butSertorius 

fpoke 
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fpoke in favour of lenity. We dial I foon fee a 
proof of that. But he was not matter here; 7 * 

and ic was concluded, that, without regard to Diod. lib. 
the promifes made the Deputies of the Senate xxxvm * 
they Hiould put all their enemies to the fword; 
ip order that their faftion, remaining in the 
foie poffcffionof the government, might difpofe 
in all things with abfolute authority. To ra¬ 
vage the city with horrid daughter, was what 
they called reftablifliing its peace. Thus Ma¬ 
rius, who had imitated Sylla in attacking 
Rome, 2nd forcing it in arms, was far from 
imitating his humanity and moderation in re- 
fpedt to the citizens: as it is ufual for fecond 
examples to rife upon the firft in criminal 
excels. 

In the mean time the Senate, who were igno- Marius 
rant of this cruel deliberation, did not delay and Cinna 

fending new Deputies to invite Cinna and Ma - cntcrt ^ 
rius to enter the city. For the name of Marius ^blndon- 
\yas exprefsly added, becaufe it was very well e dto all 
known, that he was the foul of all thefe move - the horrors 
ments, and that Cinna, properly fpeaking, 
only lent him his name. Cinna accordingly 
made his entry, preceded by his Liftors, and pian. 
furrounded by his guards. But Marius ftopt at 
the gate, faying with an ironical infolence, that 
exiles had no right to enter the city; and that 
it was neceffary, a new law fhould abrogate 
that, by which he had been banilbed. The 
Tribes therefore were aflembled immediately: 
but three or four had fcarce given their fuffrages 
when Marius, tired with that comedy, entered 
on a fudden, and gave up Rome to all the hor¬ 
rors of war. All the gates of the city were 
fhut, that nobody might efcape: and under 
pretence of feeking for Marius’s enemies, the 

foldiers 
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a . r . 665. foldiers difperfed themfeives into all quarters. 
Aat. c. 87. ^ p ar ^cular, a troop of Oaves enfranchifed by 

Marius, and whom he had in a manner made 
his guard, having received entire permiflion 
from him, committed the moft horrible exceffes. 
A very great number of citizens were (lain, 
women ravilhed, and houfes plundered. To be 
rich, was to be an enemy of Marius. In a 
word, Rome was treated like a city taken by 
ftorm. 

Drcth of The Conful Octavius was not a witnefs of 
thi Cor.fit} tnefe calamities. For he was killed even be- 
Odav.xu p ore v ; c q ors en tered the city. He had re¬ 
tired to the fort janiculum with a fmall num¬ 
ber of friends and fome troops, who ftill con¬ 
tinued faithful to him. All that were with him 
exhorted him to fly. But he declared, that 
being Conful, he would never abandon Rome. 
I do not know, whether he relied upon the oaths 
of Marius and Cinna, who had caufed him to 
be aflured, that no hurt fhould be done to him. 
But it is certain, that he placed great confidence 
in the prediftions of aftrologers, who had al¬ 
ways promifed him good fuccefs. For that 
magiftrate, the moft moderate and equitable of 
the Romans, befides being a man firm to the 
maxims of his anceftors, and who always fuf- 
tained with haughtinefs the rights of the con- 
fular dignity, without degrading it by un¬ 
worthy Compliances that very man had a ri¬ 
diculous weaknefs for Aftrology and divina¬ 
tion ; and what much contributed to his ruin, 
was paffing more of his time with impoftors 
and Soothfayers, than with the beft heads of 
the Senate and army. 

Marius and Cinna had only given him good 
words to prevent him from thinking of flight; 

and 
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and they difpatched an officer, named Cenfo- “s- 
rinus, with a body of horfe to kill him on the ' 7 

Janiculum. Cenforinus found him fitting in 
his curule chair with the enfigns of the Conful- 
ffiip, and his Li&ors before him, as if it had 
been a time of perfeft peace. As foon as his 
friends perceived the horfe, they preffed him 
ao-ain to fly. But he did not vouchfafe fo much 
to rife, and in that manner received death 
with a conftancy, of which the glory is how¬ 
ever diminifhed by an anfwer of an Aftrologer 
found about him after his death. His head was 
carried to Ciona, and afcerwards fet up upon 
the Tribunal of harangues, no doubt to revenge 
the like treatment, that had been done by Sylla 
to the Tribune Sulpicius. The viftors conti¬ 
nued to make the fame kind of Trophies of all 
the other cruelties they committed, and not a 
Senator was murdered by their order, but his 
head was fet upon the lame Tribunal; info- 
much that a place of fuch refpedt became a kind 
of place of execution, and even fomething more 
horrid, as the bleeding heads exhibited there, 
were not thofe of vile wretches executed for their 
crimes, but of all that were moll illuftrious at 
Rome by their dignities, talents and virtues. 

Of this number were the two brothers L. 

and C. Gefar, the firft of whom had been Con- Death of 

ful and Cenfor, and the fecond was the perfon 

who had difputed the Confuilhip with Sylla. i 

There was even fomething unufually attrocious c. Cafar , 

in the death of Lucius: Marius («) out of a W of the 

CraJJi fa - 

(/*) Marius iram fuam ne- je&iffimi hominis bultum. ther and 
farie diftrinxit. U Claris Id enim malorum jniferrimseJ&ff. 

Co nfu laris & Cenforii nobi- tunc reipublicx deerat, ut 
liffimum Corpus ignobili f*- Vario Csfar piaculum cede- 
vitu trucidando: & quidem ret. Vul. Max. IX. 2. 
apud feditiofiilimi & ab* 


mean 
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mean barbarity caufed him to be tormented in 
the mod cruel manner before the Tomb of the 
wretched Tribune Varius, who had oc- 
cafioned fo many evils to the State. Nothing 
was wanting* fays Valerius Maximus, to the 
misfortunes and fhame of the Commonwealth 
but to facrifice Casfar to the manes of Varius. 
C. Csefar was difeovered, and delivered up 
by the perfon, in whole houfe he had fought an 
aiylum, and for whofc defence he had formerly 
employed his eloquence with fuccefs in a crimi¬ 
nal affair. Such was the gratitude of that vil¬ 
lain to his benefactor. Many other illuftrions 
perfons alfo perifhed rniferably. I fhall only 
mention the mod confiderable, and thofe of 
whofe deaths we have feme particulars. 

P. Craffus, after feeing his elded fon killed be¬ 
fore his face, thrud himfelf through with his 
fword, to avoid being expofed to infults un¬ 
worthy of his coutage and virtue. His fecond 
fon elcapedj and afterwards became the riched, 
and one of the mod powerful of the Ro¬ 
mans. 

The Orator M. Antoniiis had found a faith¬ 
ful friend, but one who ruined him by too 
much zeal and good-will. This was a poor 
Plebeian, who feeing a gued of that import¬ 
ance in his houfe, was for entertaining him' 
well. He fent his (lave to the tavern with or¬ 
ders to buy the bed wine. The feller, who 
faw the (lave tade the wine with more care than 
ufual, defiring to fet a very high price up¬ 
on it, afked him why his mafter was not con¬ 
tented with the wine he commonly drank. 
The (lave, who thought he was fpeaking to a 
friend, difeovered the fatal fecret; and the per¬ 
fidious vintner ran immediately to Marius, who 
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was then at table, to declare to him, that he 
had it in his power to put M. Antonius into his 
hands. The tranfports of joy, with which 
Marius received that news, gives horror. He 
cried out, clapped his hands, and was forgoing 
himfelf to the place, if he had not been flopt by 
his friends. He therefore determined to fend 
the military Tribune Annius with loldiers, or¬ 
dering him to bring him the head of M. An¬ 
tonius that inftant. Annius went, and (laying 
below to guard the door, made his luldiers go 
up ftairs. But the fight of Antonius fofcened 
their cruel hearts; and the eloquent orator, in 
fo preffing a necefiicy having employed thofe 
refined infinuations, and the pathetic, which he 
knew well how to adapt, fo effe&ually moved 
them that not a Angle man could refolve to 
lay hands upon him. The Tribune at length 
who was grown impatient with waiting, wear 
up himfelf, and faw his foldiers fufpended, and 
in a manner inchanted, holding down their 
heads and Ihedding tears, whilft Antonius ha¬ 
rangued them. As for himfelf, who was no 
lefs barbarous than him that fent him, he gave 
no ear to the prayers of fo venerable a 1 up- 
pliant, but cut off his head, which he imme¬ 
diately carried to Marius. That mournful pre- 
fent was received with a fatisfaftion equal to 
the impatience with which it was expefted. 
Marius embraced the tribune Annius all 
bloody as he was; he took the head of An¬ 
tonius out of his hands, and was not afraid of 
fouling the table, which was confidered by the 
ancients as fomething facred, with the blood of 
fo illultrious a citizen, and fo great an Orator. 
When he had taken time to glut his eyes with 
fo cruel a fight, he returned it to be fer up on 

the 
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the Tribunal of harangues: fo that u upon the 
7 ‘‘ very {a) fame place, from whence Marcus 
<c Antonius, when Conful, had defended the 
u Commonwealth with fo much courage, was 
“ placed that head, to which fo many citizens 
u were indebted for their prefervation/* This 
Cicero fays, who hardly thought, when he was 
writing it, that he was relating his own hiftory ; 
nor that a like fate was referved for himfelf 
from the grandfon of him, whofe misfortune 
he was fo bitterly deploring. 

dfulL ^ After fo many murders, committed with a 
ar.d Mi- violence that knew neither check nor bounds, 
ruk. as if the Law had ftill any fway amidft fuch 

horrid diforders, or rather to add infult to cruel¬ 
ty, Marius and Cinna caufed Catulus and Merula 
to be accufed in form. Catulus, who had been 
Marius’s Collegue, and triumphed with him, 
over the Cimbri, endeavoured to diffwade him, 
and made his friends afk him permiffion to 
quit Rome, and to go into banithment. But 
he had to do with the mod: mercilefs of all 
C : c Tufc unkind and all the intreaties made to him 
Qug ft V. drew from him only a fingie word, which he 
56. repeated feveral times, Let him die . Catulus 

accordingly (hutting himfelf up in a little cham¬ 
ber, that had been new plaiflered with lime, 
caufed a great fire to be kindled in it, and fuf- 
focated himfelf in that manner. 

Veil II. As to Merula, he refolved to make the god 
2^. Flor. ^hofe Prieft he was, witnefs of his death \ and 
' 21, having placed himfelf at the foot of the altar 
of Jupiter, he opened his veins in fuch a manner, 

{a) M Antoni!, in his pofitum caput illud fait, a 
iprfis Roftris, in qoibus ille quo erant multorum civium 
Rempubiicam conflantiffime capita fervata. Cic, de Or, 
Coofttl defenderat, - — III. io. 


that 
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that his blood flew upon the flatue of that god. A - R - 
He no doubt intended to draw down the ven¬ 
geance of the gods upon his cruel enemies, who 

forced him to die. A Angular circumftance, 

which* though fuperftitious, does honour to his 
piety and zeal for his country, is, that, as it Appian. 
was thought of bad omen, and capable of of¬ 
fending the gods* that the priefl of Jupiter 
fhould die with his lacred mitre upon his head. 

Merula had the precaution to fet down in his ta¬ 
ble-book found about him, that, before he opened 
his veins, he had taken off that facred covering. 

For the reft, the death of this priefl of Jupiter 
induced almoft the extinction of that office. 

For a vacancy enfued for feventy-feven years. 

The great Gelar, then very young, was in¬ 
tended by Marius for Merula’s iucceflbr. But 
Sylla’s victory rendered that nomination ufelcfs 
and of no efteft. 

Befides the deaths of thefe. great perfons, and Horr.bU 
fome others, which hiftory mentions in particu -fighter 
lar, a dreadful flaughter was made of a vaftp,^^ 
number of citizens. A word, a nod of Ma- M ar . 

rius’s head, coft thofe, who came in his way, 
their lives. At length a Senator, who was cal¬ 
led Ancharius, having accofted him, and re¬ 
ceived no anl'wer to his compliment, was maf- 
facred that inftant. And this became the rule. 

All who came to falute Marius, and had. not 
their falute returned, were killed by the Oaves 
that ferved him as guards: fo that his friends 
themfelves approached him not without trem¬ 
bling. Nor was he fatiated with (bedding fo 
much blood. Cinna was tired with killing, 
and gave out: but as for him, always meru- 
lefs, always thirfting alter blood and murders, 
he fpared not one of thofe, of whom he had 
v -X. K conceived 



50 Octavius, Cornelius, Confuls. 

Anr R c 6 s-' wnctiveA the leaft fufpicion. The (laughter 
Dio apud attended with plundering of houfes, and the 
ValeC mod criminal violences, continued rive days 

and five nights in Rome, which was become a 
general fame of horror. Whilft the heads of 
thofe, who were maffacred, were ex poled, as 
we have laid, upon the Tribunal of harangues, 
their bodies were thrown into the ftreets, and 
trampled under foot. For it was prohibited to 
give them burial. 

All Italy in like manner felt Marius’s fury. 
The high-ways and cities were full of guards, 
who followed thole, that fled and hid them- 
fclves, like hounds by the icent. And very 
few efcaped. The unfortunate found neither 
faithful tricnds nor relations: and almoft all of 
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them were betrayed bv thole, to whole houles 

• * 

they had fled for lecurity. 

This ought to make the fidelity of Cornu- 
tus's Haves the more admirable, who, after hav¬ 
ing concealed him in a fate place, took a dead 
body, which they tied up by the neck to a 
beam, to make it believed that it was their 
mailt r, who had hanged himielf, and Hie wed 
Him in thu condition with a gold ring on his 
finger to the ibiuiers, who fought him. They 
artervards acted the whole ceremony cf a rune- 
ral, without any body’s fufptfting the truth : 
and during that time Ccrnutus eicaped into 
Gaul. 

Mctella, SylLTs wife, was alio fo fortunate 
to efcape the cruelty of Marius with her children, 
who difcharged his vengeance upon the houles 
of his enemies in the city and country. 

I muft not omit here the example of mode¬ 
ration and humanity fet by the whole people, 
which was a very ftrong reproach of the barba- 

rity 
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rity and ferocity of the vidors. For though R - 66 > 
Marias gave the houfes of thole, he had cauled t C * 2 7 
to be killed, to be plundered at diicretion, non 


O 


himfelf with 


a fmgle citizen would com am in a 
thole unhappy fpoils •, and aii oi: them refpected 
the houfes of the unfortunate, as if they had 
been facred and inviolable temples. 

But none did themfdves more honour by I.entytf 
their lenity on this deplorable conjuncture than tonus . 
Sertorius. Neither refen t men t, nor the pride of 
vidory, induced him to commit the leait vio- r * 
lence, or to inlult the conquered. He even 
went farther. As his mildnefs proceeded from 
reafon, and not weaknefs, it changed into a fa¬ 
tal feverity again!! the wicked inicruments of 
cruelty. Enraged at the excdTes and bai bari- 
ties committed by the all-licenfed flaves of 
Marius, he concerted with Cinna, who was 
more tradable, and having obtained his content, 
he cauled them to be attacked during the night 
in the camp, where they refufed to ihut them- 
felves up, and killed them every man, to the 
number of four thoufand. 

Marius now made difpofitions in the affairs of 
government, or rather his own, depofing the 
magiftrates he fufpeded, and annulling Sylla’s 
laws. The year being almoft expired, Cinna 
and he nominated themfelves Confuls, without 
any form of aflembly or eledion. 


C, Marius VII. 

L. Cornelius Cinna II. 
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The firft day of the new year was fignalized aw crab¬ 
by horrid cruelties. The ion of Marius killed ties of Ma- 
one of the Tribunes of the People with his 
own hands, and lent his head to the Confuls; ,^j apu ^ 
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two Pmors were banifhed ; and a Senator, cal¬ 
led Sex. Licinius,was, by Marius’s order, thrown 
down the Tarpeian rock. 

Nothing but death could put a ftop to the 
fury of th2t bloody old man. Nor was it long 
before it happened. The date of profperity, 
in which he was, did not calm the difquiets oc- 
cafioned by the fear of Sylla’s return, who was 
making war with great fuccefs againft the Ge¬ 
nerals of Mithrkiates. So formidable an aven¬ 
ger made Marius tremble, and he could not 
even didemble his fears. One day entertaining 
himfelf with his friends after fupper, having re¬ 
peated all the adventures of his life, and that vi- 
ciffitude of glorious profperities and dreadful 
difgraces through which he had pafied, he ad¬ 
ded, that it was not the part of a man of fenfe 
to expofe himfelf again, after the experience of 
fuch events, to the caprices of fortune. 

Thefe thoughts tormented him*, and occafion- 
ed his nights to pafs without (leep s which fa¬ 
tigued him extremely. He thought of a reme¬ 
dy, which little agreed either with his age, or 
dignity. This was to abandon himfelf to the 

w * 

cxccfles of the table, and to pals his nights in 
drinking with his friends. By this regimen he 
loon in Mamed his blood. He was taken with a 
fever, which prekntly feized his head, and in 
his delirium, he raved on nothing but the war 
with Mithridates. He imagined that he had 
the command of it, and not only fpoke, but 
made geftures, and affumed the attitudes of a 
man that lights, or of a General giving orders: 
fo violent and incurable was the paffion, and 
fo deeply had it taken root in his heart, with 
which ambition and jeaioufy uniting, hadinlpi- 
red him for that command. Thus, lays Plutarch, 

at 
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at the age of feventy, the only man, who had R - 
been feven times Conful, and poflefling riches, m * 
that might have fufficed for feveral Kings, la¬ 
mented as one fuffering indigence, and died 
before he could put his views in execution. 

Wretch, that inftead of enjoying the gifts of 
fortune with gratitude, fuffered himfelf to be 
deprived of the prefent in being wholly en- 
groffed by a chimerical future, (a) Such is the 
fate, adds that philofophical hiftorian, of thofe, 
who not having early taken care to prepare 
their minds by ftudy and found letters, as a fo- 
l;d foundation and bafis for receiving external 
goods, ineffectually pour both riches and ho¬ 
nours into an infatiable abyfs, of which they ne¬ 
ver find a bottom. Marius died the thirteenth 
of January. 

His death did not reftore tranquillity to the Scavofa 
city : and it appeared even at his funeral, that wound'd 
the fury of his partifans, was not extinguifhed ™ itb a 
with his life. Fimbria, one of the moft vio- 
lent minifters of his cruelties, who had maffa- funeral. 
cred L. Csefar, and the fon of P. Crafius, or¬ 
dered fomebody to kill Q^Scasvola the Pon- Cic pr0 

tiff, that perfon fo venerable for his virtue, du- Sext. 
ring the very pomp of the proceflion. Scjevo- Rofc.n. 

Ia receiving only a flight wound, Fimbria ci- 33* 

ted him before the People. And when he was ■ a ' ax * 
afked, what crime he could lay to the charge of 
a man that it was next to impoffible to praife 
as he deferved ? IJhall accufe him, Paid that bru¬ 
tal wretch, of not having received enough of the 
dagger, with which he Jhould have been killed in 
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a. R. 666 . t] : c Forum. Such were the worthy inftruments 
' employed by Marius to fatiate his ambition and 

revenge : and in that manner did he continue 
by his followers the evils he had perpetrated 
during his life. 

o 

Almoft all thofe, who fpeke of Marius, have 
obferved, that he vras V.- lefs fatal to his coun- 

* w / 

try in peace than to his enemies in war. Vale¬ 
rius Maximus goes farther, and judges with 
reafon, { b) that his victories were not a fuffici- 

/ \ y 

Liv. Ep:t. ent compenlation for the horrors of which he 

VelMI ^ad ^' cen S uilt y • an ^ t ^ 2t he merited admira- 
ii & 2^. tion lefs for his great actions againft the enemies 
Vsl.Max. of Rome, than the public hatred and detefta- 

tion for the crimes he had committed againft 
his country. And indeed he had all the vices 
of great wicked men : he had neither fidelity, 
honour, nor humanity ; he was ungrateful, an 
enemy to all virtue, jealous of all merit, and 
cruel as a wild beaft. When after all this, Ma¬ 
rius is treated as a great man, and an hero, it 
is perhaps the rr.oft fragrant example of-the 
weaknefs of mankind, who io little underftand 
their interefts, as to annex the idea of greatnefs 
and heroilm to the fatal art of deftroying their 
fpecies, and who can admit, that fuch heroifm 
can fubfift with the vices moft pernicious to fo¬ 
olery. 

w 

His fortune fcarce feems more worthy of en¬ 
vy, than his conduct cf praife. He, without 
doubt, became the rr.oft famous of the Romans. 
But if, inftead of fullering ourfelves to be daz- 


(^) Quantum bcllo opt : - 
ibls, tamuui pace pe£uiuo 

—- v:r ir, bt.Ic hoitioii, 

in otio civibui icfriLLimus.. 
YiU. 


(o) Pene tanti viflorix 
eius non luerunt : qnarum 
cb!::u-, plus crimir.is comi, 
quam laudis nuliox meruit. 
y ui. Max. 


zled 
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zled by the vain fplendor of riches and dignities, A * R - 666 - 
we confider what it coft him to acquire and ie- 
cure the pofleffion of them ; what intrigues, ca¬ 
bals, anxieties: add to thefe the torment of en¬ 
vy, fears, vexation on being often forced to give 
way, and laftly, the deplorable circumftances of 
his flight. Would not he have been more happy, 
if tranquil in the obfcure Hate he was born, cul¬ 
tivating the little land, either left him by his fa¬ 
ther, or acquired by his own labour, he had led 
a life exempt from care and dangers ? 

Let me be fuffered to carry my views ftill 
farther, and to add to the example of Marius, upon th 
that of the commonwealth itfelf, of which h 
was both the preferver and executioner. What 
a dreadful fituation was that of Rome in the 
midft of all its profperity and greatnefs ? She is 

vi&orious over all her enemies, and tyrannized 
over by her own citizens. She puts to flight, 
and cuts in pieces, foreign armies, and is drowned 
in her own blood. She gives laws to all nations, 
and cannot fupport her own, that change every 
inftant with the caprices of the tyrants that op- 
prels her. And it is even this profperity that 
gives birth to all her calamities. Modeft and 
happy as long as fhe was weak and low j it is 
good fortune that introduces the moft horrid 
of vices and calamities into her bofom. Such 
is the error and uncertainty of all human things! 
fo ignorant are men of what conftitute their 
real happinefs! Let us conclude then, that there 
is no folid felicity either for Hates or private 
perlbns, but in the praftice of virtue ; and that 
virtue is much more the friend and companion 
of mediocrity, than of too great elevation of 
fortune. 

E 4 BOOK 
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BOOK THE THIRTY SECOND. 



THE 

ROMAN HISTORY. 

W HICH fir ft contains the begin¬ 
nings of Mithridates’s firft war with 
the Romans, to the peace granted 
h m by Sy 11 a; and laftly Sylla’s return toltaly, 
which happens the 66Sth year ot Rome. 

SECT. L 

/acolors and nobility of Mithridates . Comets , 
the f> r e:end'd profage of bis future greatnefs . 
He is expo fed in bis infancy to the plots of his 
guard:ans. They turn to his advantage. His 
cruelty. He was a great Eater and Drinker, 
His ambition and frfl conquefis. Atlual State 
of A fa Miner. Mithridates meditates long 
his Jcheme cf war with the Romans, He 
divides Pap hi agon: a with Nicomedes. After 
having extirpated the race of the Kings of 
Cappadocia 9 be puts cue of his fens in poffeffxon 
of that Kingdom, Competitor oppofed ly Iff 
comedes to the fen of Mithridates. The Senate 
having offered the Cappadocians liberty , they 
eboefe rather to have a King , and eleft Ariobar- 
zanesy who is put into pojfefpGn by Sylla , and 
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then dethroned by Tigranes . Nicomedes , 
of Nicomedes Philopator, is dethroned by Mi - 
t hr i dates. Aquillius is fent by the Senate to re - 
inflate the dethroned Kings. Mithridates forms 

a powerful league again ft the Romans . iVzVfl- 
jwo/tf « engaged by Aquillius to make an incur - 
fion into the territories of Mithridates . The 

latter fends complaints to Rome . Ambiguous 
anfwer of the Romans . Mithridates dethrones 
Ariobarzanes. He fends a ne w Embaffy to the 
Roman Generals , appealing to the decifion of 
the Senate. The Roman Generals ajfemble three 
armies to re-inflate Ariobarzanes and defend 
Nicomedes. jFirw 0/ Mithridates . JV/Va- 

Mo/ii /j defeated by the Generals of Mithrida¬ 
tes. Aquillius is alfo overcome. The whole 
country remains open to Mithridates , who gains 
the affebtion of the People by his Unity , and 
liberality . of Mithridates to his army. 

All Afia Minor fubmits to him. He takes 
Oppius the Roman General prifcner: then 
Aquillius , whom he treats with indignities y 
and upon whom he inf ibis a cruel punijhment. 
He marries Monima . The Senate and People 
of Rome declare againft him . He caufes four - 
thoufand Romans to be majfacred in one 
day. Rutilius efcapes. Horrid calumny of 

Theophanes againft Rutilius. Only the Rhodians 
continue faithful to the Romans . Mithridates 
befteges Rhodes in perfon , and is obliged to raife 
the fiege . Two remarkable circumftances of his 
char abler. Meafures , which he takes for pufh- 
ing the war , invading Greece. Hiftory of 

Arif ion the Sophifi , who makes Mithridates 
mafler of Athens . Bruttius Sura checks the 
progrefs of Mithridates. 


WE 
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W E have long been engrofied by melan- 

choly objects. Rome and Italy have 
prefented nothing but fpeclacles of horror. I 
believe it will be fome relief to the Reader, at 
leaft I find it fo to me, to remove to a foreign 
war, in which the Roman valour is employed 
againfl the power of an enemy to Rome, and 
not againfl allies and fellow-citizens. Sylla 
made war againfl Mithridates, whilft his par¬ 
ty was crufhed in Italy by Marius’s faftion. 
Hence the order of time requires us now to 
enter upon the hiftory of that great war, how¬ 
ever refuming things a little higher. 

Mithridates, at firft furnamed Eupator, and 
afterwards the Great, had received from his 
fore-fathers a Kingdom of confiderable extent, 
as it included all the country bordering upon 
the Euxine Sea, from the banks of the river 
Halys as far as Colchis. However none of his 
predeceffors and anceftors had made themfelves 
very famous. All that we know of thofe 
Kings, which is no great matter, may be feen 
in Mr. Roliin’s Ancient * Hiftory, or in that 
of the T Jews of Mr. Prideaux. The molt 
remarkable tael there, in refpect to Mithri¬ 
dates, is, that he was defended from the molt 
illuftrious origin in the Univerfe, as it was 
traced back to one of the feven Perfian No¬ 
blemen, who killed the Magus § Smerdis. Ap- 
pian exprefsiy mentions, as the author of his 
race, Darius the ion cf Hyftafpes, who, after 
having killed the Manus, became Kino; of 

O O 7 O 

Perfia: which lome of the Learned explain by 
fuppofing, that the Kings of Pontus defended 
from Arubrnnes or Artabarzanes, the fon of 
Darius, and elder brother of Xerxes, who hav- 
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ing been obliged to cede the Empire of the 
Perfians to his younger brother, born after his 
father’s acceffion to the throne, in order to con- 
fole him, obtained a fettlement upon the coaft 
of the Euxine Sea. 

The father of Mithridates Eupator, was alfo 
called Mithridates, with the furname of Ever- 
getes. That Prince was the firft of his race, 
that made an alliance with the Romans. He 
had fupplied them with fome aid in the third 
war with Carthage, and in that againft Arifto- 
nicus. He received as a reward Phrygia major, 
difinembered from the dominions of the Kings 
of Pergamus, upon which he had before fome 
ancient pretenfions. His father Pharnaces had 
added the city of Sinope to his Kingdom an 
important conqueft, and which became the re- 
fidence of the Kings of Pontus, and the capital 
of their Dominions. Mithridates Evergetes 
periflied in this city by the confpiracy of iome 
of his court, leaving two fons, the eldeft of 
whom, our Mithridates, was in his twelfth year. 

His death, and coniequently the beginning of 
the reign of Mithridates the Great, may be re¬ 
ferred to the 629thyearof Rome. 

Hiftory has obferved, that the year of Mi- Comets,th 
thridates EupatoPs acccffion to the crown, as p>etcv!e</ 
well as that of his birth, was fignali/.ed by the P re J G g £x T 
appearance of a comer, which was feen during: ^ t! T ll(ure 

r 3 , y y ? gna!ne}s. 

ieventy days, and ot w.iich the lignt was lo J u il, n . 
great, that the whole firmament feemed on fire. XXXVII. 
For, as it is laid, its magnitude (no doubt in- -• 
eluding its tail) occupied the fourth part of the 
heavens, and its light effaced that of the fun 
itfelf; and when it rofe or fee, it required four 
hours both for its total appearance and total dil- 
aopearance. I leave it to the Aftrclogers to 

judge, 
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judge, whether this defcription be not exagge¬ 
rated, and whether flattery has not magnified 
the comet to exalt the glory of the Prince, 
whole greatnefs it was pretended to prefage. I 
may not improperly obferve, that comets have 
with reafon in thefe days loft abundance of their 
credit, which never had any other foundation 
than a ftupid admiration for every thing extra¬ 
ordinary, and the phrenzy of defiring to pene¬ 
trate futurity, of which the knowledge is re¬ 
ferred to God alone. 


& i s cx- It is certain, that the fituation of Mithiridates 
pofed in bis in the beginning of his reign, did not denounce 
tn f anc J i0 what he became in the fequel. Nothing feem- 
bh guarf '^ ^ terr ible: a kingdom in no wife compa- 
&a ns. rable to thofe, over which the Romans had al¬ 


ready triumphed ; an infant King, expofed to 
the continual plots of perfidious guardians, who 
fpared no means imaginable to dellroy him. 
It is, however, in this ftate of obfcurity and 
weaknefs, that the greateft (a) King in the 
world was formed; one infinitely fuperior to 
all the Princes his cotemporaries, and whole ex¬ 
ploits equal the moft iiluftrious conquerors, that 
had preceded him ; the moft formidable enemy 
Rome had after Hannibal j who fuftained a- 


gainft the Romans, then at the very higheft de¬ 
gree of their power, a war of thirty years with 
various fuccefs *, and who, alter having had the 


id) Cujus ea roagn'tudo quum eum fummi impera- 
fuir, at non lui tan turn tem- tores, S)’ila, Lucullus, Pom- 
porii, verum etiam fuperio* peius, ita vicerim, ut major 
ns aetatis omnes Reges ma- dariorqus in rcftauramlo 
jdlatc fuperaverit, bdlaque bello relurgeret, dammfque 
cam Romanis per * xxx fuis terribilior reddereear. 
anr.os varia Victoria gelTerit : JuJlin . XXXVII. I. 

* Tbi text of JuJlin fays XU1, but that it a man iff e-ror . 

moft 
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moft able Generals, Sylla, Lucullus, Pompey, 
ro deal with, in proportion as he was overcome, 
acquired greater forces, and became more ter¬ 
rible by his Ioffes and defeats. 

The bad defigns of his guardians turned to They turn 
his advantage. They endeavoured to make tQ ^ 
him ride a vicious horfe not broke, obliging vanfa 2 e ' 
him to run, and exercife darting the javelin at 
the fame time. His ftrength and addrefs pre- 
ierved him from all danger: and he became the 
belt horfeman of his kingdom. They had af¬ 
terwards recourfe to poifon. But the young 
Prince, who diftrufted them, by way of pre¬ 
caution, ufed antidotes, and was the only one Piin. 
who contrafted the habit of taking poifon every XXV. 2: 
day, after having prepared himfelf for it with 
its contrary, in fuch a manner, that in the ex¬ 
tremities of his affairs, when he was for poifon- 
ing himfelf, he could not accomplifh his end of 
dying by that means. Neceffity had even 
made him a great proficient in this kind of 
knowledge: and he was the inventor of feveral 
kinds of antidotes, of which one has retained 
his name. At length, as he apprehended, that 
his enemies would execute that by the fword 
which they had failed of by poifon, he remov¬ 
ed entirely from cities ; and under pretext of a 
violent pafiion for hunting, he lived, if we may 
believe Trogus Pompeius abridged by Juftin > 
feven whole years in the forefts, without ever 
entering not only into any city, but under any 
roof in the country, paffing the nights in the 
midft of woods, often without any body’s 
knowing the place of his retreat; for the reft, 
exercifing him lei f in purfuing, flying, and 
fighting wild beafts: and by thofe violent exer- 
riles he acquired fuch ftrength of body and vi¬ 
gour 
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gour of conftitution, as enabled him to under¬ 
go all fatigues, and did not abandon him even 
in old age. 

Bis cruel- This life was well adapted to infpiring him 

with a kind of ferocity of character, that de¬ 
generated into cruelty. And the dangers, to 
which he continually law himfelf expofed from 
thofe, who had moft reafon to be attached to 
his perfon, alio promoted that bad temper. 
Accordingly, he was cruel to excels. He not 
only, when he a (Turned the reins of empire, 
put his guardians who well deferred it, to death; 
LXHI.46 but he aid not fpare even his own mother, 

whom he probably fufpected of having lhared 
in their bad defigns. He alio deprived his 
brother of life; no doubt, from apprehending 
a competitor iiv him. His Ions, daughters, and 
wives, at different times, experienced his barba¬ 
rity as we (hall (hew in the fequel. I do not 
mention his cruelties to the Romans j though 
{a) war has aifo its laws, and the rights of hu¬ 
manity ought to take place, even between ene¬ 
mies. 

He alfo, in confeauence of the fame rough 
grea: ctrtr and laborious education, became a great eater 
ana d .and drinker: and this, according to i'ome, oc- 
er ' cafioned him to be furnamed Dioin!::ts or Bac- 


Other authors give that furiume a more 

cording; to the ideas of 

O 




Lagans. 


that whiift he was a child 


CC'JJ. 

honourable origin 

ThvV U\, 

in the cradle, thunder Lii fo near him as to 
burn his blankets, and feme of his hair, with¬ 
out doir.nr him anv hurt: and that this acci- 

iJ * ^ 

cent, which refembles what Fable related of 
Bacchus, caufeu die name of that god to be ap- 


(c) Sunt S; belli, fi.u: paci?, jura. Liv. V. 27. 


plied 
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plied to him. However that were, it is certain 
Mithridates not only ate and drank much, but 
valued himfelf upon it ; fo that one day at 
table he propofed a prize for the perfon, that 
fhould outdo the reft of the guefts in that point, 
and that prize was adjufted to himfelf. A fine NicoL 
triumph for a King! For the reft, it does not Dani * 
appear that the pleafures of the table made him 
neglect his affairs. Ambition was his 
paflion, and fhewed itfelf very early. 

He no fooner faw himfelf in-quiet pofieflion His ambi - 
of his dominions, than (a) he conceived thoughts t:on and 
not cf governing, fays Juftin, but extending^"*' 
them. If that Author intended by this, as he 
feems to do, to praife him, he was undoubtedly XXXVir. 
much miftaken. The firft exploits of Mithri- 3* 
dates were againft the Scythians, and the other 
Barbarian nations, and even fome Greek Colo¬ 
nies, that inhabited the north of the Euxine 
Sea ; and he reduced all that coaft as far as the 
Bofphorus and Pal us Mseotis. Such great 
fliccelles fluflied him, and made him conceive 
the defign of univerfal monarchy. Strabo, a Strabo. 1. 
very judicious author, and perfectly informed VJI * 
of what related to this Prince, fays, that from p * ^°9* 
thenceforth he entertains thoughts of penetrat¬ 
ing-by that way as tar as the Adriatic Sea, in 
order to attack the Romans. But the affairs of 
Alia called him elfewhere, and prefented him 
more eafy and better chofen conquefts-. 

In thde wars, wherein he had to do with 
favage nations, he enured his body more and 
more againft fatigues, and his mind againft 
danger. His troops accuftomed to crofs deiarts 

(.'.•) Sf;;fiin non de regendo, fed de augendo regno cogu 
taw;. J ujl. /it 
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and vaft uncultivated regions, and to fufFer 
hunger, and the regions of cold, were become 
invincible under a potent and warlike King, 
who generally marched on foot at their head. 
In confequence the Afiatics mud have been an 
eafy prey, nations in all times effeminate and 
enervated to excels by the delicious abundance 
of their country. 

State 0 f But to underftand rightly what we are to re- 
Jfia Mi - late, we mult call to mind what the flare of 
*<>r at that Aha Minor, and of the principal powers that 
II ™' divided it, was at that time. The Romans 

pofleffed Afia properly fo called, that is the 
Kingdom of Pergamus, which had been left 
them by the Will of Attalus Philometor, and 
conquered by them from Ariflonicus. Nico* 
medes [a) Fhilopator, fon of Prufias, reigned 
in Bithynia. Paphlagonia had long had its 
King, whofe common name was Pylemenes. 
As it was fituated between the dominions of 
the Kings of Pontus and Bithynia, it had fuf- 
fered much from thofe two powerful neigh¬ 
bours ; and its ancient Kings feemed to have 
been reduced very low from the time of Mi- 
thrldates Evergetes. Next to Paphlagonia^ 
along the coaftof the Euxine Sea, was the King¬ 
dom of Pontus.Cappadocia was underAriarathes, 
the fon of another of that name, who died in 
the fervice of the Romans in the war with Ari- 
flomcus. -Galatia was divided between leveral 
Tetrarchs. . But all thefe States, and the other 
parts of Afxa Minor, without being imme¬ 
diately under the Roman i'way, refpccled their 
greutnefs, and in a manner received the law 

(a) This fui-JiaW' qt y,j<b Nuomid/s, at 'ho had cauftd 
f.gnif.£s Lover of his Father, Prujiat to h killed. 

at as a jiVt. ye rtt»oa:b to 


from 
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from them. Efpecuily when any troubles or 
quarrel arofe between the Princes or ftates of 
thofe countries, the Romans did not fail to make 
themfelves the Arbitrators of them, and their 


opinion was a kind of orders. 

Mithridates, an haughty and ambitious 
Prince, far from fullering patiently this fub- 
jedtion, had no thoughts but of fubftituting 
himfelf in their Head. He thought it nothing 
'to invade the dominions of his neighbours, of 
whom in reallity none were capable to refill: him. 
His aim was againll the Romans: and not 
doubting, but he Ihould draw their arms upon 
him, is foon as he fnould undertake to augment 


Mithrida 1 

tes long 
meditates 
the dcjign 
of a war 
with the 
Romans % 


his power, became they were always attentive 
to prevent the crufhing of the weak, and the 
aggrandizing of thofe, who might give them 
umbrage, he on a fudden formed a plan for 
driving them entirely out of Afia. To enable Juftiiu 
himfelf to attack the Roman province with ad- lbld# 
vantage, he thought proper to inform himfelf 
with his own eyes. He made the tour of it in 


dijguife with fome of his friends; and pafied 
through it without being known by any one, 
examining the cities, important polls, pafies 
of rivers, and every thing that might facilitate 
the conqueft of it.. 

He had a pretext for war with them ready, Juflin. 
founded on their having diverted him of Phrygia xxxviii. 5. 

Major, that had been given his father, in re- 
ward for fervices done by him in the war with p> 20 «/ 
Ariftonicus. The Romans pretended, that it 


was Aquillius, who on his own authority, and 
for prefents made him by Mithridates Evergetes, 
had given him that province, and they took die 
advantage of the infancy of his fon, to de¬ 
prive him of it, and to declare Phrygia a free 
Vol. X. E State. 


* 
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fiate. And indeed Aquillius had been accufed 
of extortion, at his return from Afia, as has 
* Yo\ been * related in its place. Thus the conduct 

^ of the Romans was not without the appearance 

*** en< *' at lead of jufticc. But it is eafy to conceive what 

a wound Inch a treatment had left in the heart 
of Mithridatts, and what refentment he retain¬ 
ed in effect. He however did not blindly fol¬ 
low the dictates of his revenge. He chofe ra¬ 
ther that it fhould be flow, provided it fhould 
in effect be more lure. He gave his defign time 
to ripen, and rsfclved to aggrandize himfeif gra¬ 
dually, and to acquire as much ftrength as pof- 
fible, in order to be in a condition to attack fo 
formidable a power as the Romans. 

H< a vi-lti He had pretenficns upon Paphlagonia ; and 
Papb'.agG- h r/ ; n a made a treaty with Nicomedes, they 

NictrrjJe conc J uere d lt: at their common expence, and 
jmtin. " divided it between them. The Romans imme- 
XXXVII. diately took the alarm, and fent an Embaffy 

to order the two Kings to reinftate the Paphla- 
gonian nation in its former condition. Mithri- 
dates anfwered haughtily, that country belong- 

o » * j o 

ed to him, as it had done to Ids father, by right 
of inheritance, and without being terrified by 
the menaces of the Embaffadors, he at the 
fame time llized Galatia. Nicomedes, who 
knew he was not fo firong, pretended to obey. 
But having made one of his Tons aiTume the 
name of Pvlernenes, he placed him upon the 
throne of Paphlagonia, as if reviving the name 
of their Kings, had been re-eftablifhing them 
in their former condition. Thus the Embaffy 
of the Romans was eluded. It was perhaps on 
this occafion, that Mithridates lent that Embaffy 
to Rc-m. s ' Rich Saturmnus infuited, as has been 
related above, 

1 he 
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The affair of Paphlagonia had no important A< K - , 6 5 r * 
fconfequences: but the eriterprizes of Mithri- 
dates upon Cappadocia, at length produced *an patedthe 
open rupture between him and the Romans', race of the 
There was no crime, that he did not commit to J 
make himfelf matter of that Kingdom, which 
was entirely commodious for him, and bordered face* one 
upon his Dominions. Pie caufed the King */ font 
Ariarathes, who was his brother-in-law, hav- u ^ n the 
ing married Laodice the King of Pontus’s filter, * that*king* 
to be aflaflinated. He killed the elded fon of dm. 
the fame Ariarathes, with his own hand at an J u,Jln * 

* ^ v \ ’' / \ j t j r 

interview, which he had deceitfully concerted. „ 1 
He dethroned his fecond nephew, who died in 
confequence of grief. And laftly, not daring 
to take pofieflion of Cappadocia in his own 
name, he made one of his ions King, aged only 
eighteen, whom he caufed to take the name of 
Ariarathes, and was for patting him for the (a) 
fon, or rather grandfon, of him, who died in the 
war with Ariftonicus. 

Nicomedes faw Mithridates aggrandize him- Competitor 
felf in this manner with a jealous eye. He ufed °PM y - b 
great efforts to prevent it, or at leaft to fhare in ^‘ :omt f s 

° 1 i • 1 , r .. to the Jon 

the prey. But not being able to lucceed by 0 f Mubet* 
force, he had recourfe to fraud. Laodice, the dates. 
King of Pontus’s filler, and mother of the two 
lad lawful Kings of Cappadocia, inraged to lee 
herfelf pelfecuted by her brother, had thrown 
herfelf into the arms of Nicomedes, and had 
married him. Ambition and revenge fugged- 
ed to them the delign of letting up a third 

F 2 Ariarathes, 


(a) The exprejfion of Jttftin 
is equivocal , ex Ariarathe ge- 
nitum. But tht Prince's 
age here mentioned requires , 


that he fould he conftdered 
rather as the grandfon of the 
ancient Ariarathes, That 
Art arc the s hid fx fons> the 

five 
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The Senate 

having of¬ 
fered / he 
Cabpah- 
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Ariarathes, brother of the two former, t°’ 
whom they pretended,- that the Kingdom 
Cappadocia belonged : and Laodice went ex- 
prefsly to Rome to fuppert the fraud with the 
Senate. Mithridates did not-give place to his- 
enemies in point of impudence, and fent Am- 
baffadors to Rome to declare,, that the King 
eftablifhed by him was truly of the blood Royal 
of Cappadocia,- and defcended from the ancient 
Ariarathes. 

The Senate were not to be deceived by thefe' 
grols frauds, which unmaiked and deftroyed 
each other-, and conformably to the ancient 
maxims of the Roman policy, always intent 


cians li¬ 
berty, they upon weakening the Kings, and gaining na- 

ch-co/e 
rather to 
have a 
Kir .£, and 
the* Ario- 
baT?Ansi. 


tions by the gift of a liberty’, that had more ap 
pearance than reality in it, they declared, that 


fin* eldefi of which had: bten 
poifoned by tbeir mother, Mi - 
thridates no doubt Jet up bis 
Ariarathes^ as fin of one 


cf thefe five Princes, To 
make, this the clearer a Genea¬ 
logical branch will not he im¬ 
proper. 


ariarathes. 

Who died in the war with Ariftonicus. 


Five eldeft 
poifoned by 
their mother, 
from one of 
which was 
made to pafs 

as Son. 

1 


Ariarathes 
aflallinated by 
order of Mi¬ 
thridates. 


Laodice 
Sifter of Mi' 
thridates. 


■ * 

Ariarathes Ariarathes 
fuppofed killed by Mi- 
Prince of Cap- thridates with 
padocia,reaUy hb own hajjd, 
SonofMithri- 
'dates. 


Aria rathes 
dethroned by 
Mithridates, 
and died of 
grief 


Prince fup¬ 
pofed fet up' 

by Nico- 
medes. 


Mithridates 
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IVIithridates and Nicomed.es fhould abandon, 
the one Cappadocia and the other Paphlagonia, 

.and that thofe two countries fhould be free for 
the future. We do not know what effeft this 
•decree of the Senate had in refpefl to Paphia- Strabo 
.gonia. But the Cappadocians extremely fur- 1 . XII. 
prized the Romans by the declaration theyP- 54 0 * 
miade, that liberty would be a burthen to them, 
and that their nation could not fubfift without a 
.King, The Senate amazed beyond imagina¬ 
tion, however permitted the Cappadocians to 
-retain the kind of government, that fuited 
them bed, and to elect themfelves a King as 
.they judged proper. Their choice fell upon 
Ariobarzanes, which was confirmed by the Se¬ 
nate, and whofe pofterity reigned to the third 
generation. 

Sylla., who had been Praetor the year before, Who h put 
■was commiffioned to put the new King in pof- inpopjfion 
feffion of Cappadocia. The thing was not^j^* 

. without its difficulty. Mithridates, indeed,L“f^ m 
.dared not openly oppofe the decrees of the Se- a. r. 660. 
mate: but he fet one Gordius fecretly at work, 

‘.whom he had before employed, to affaffinate 
King Ariarathes his brother-in-law, and whom 
.he appointed guardian of his falfe Ariarathes. 

He had in the Jaft place laboured to have him 

■.defied King by the Cappadocians: and though 
the affair had mifearried, Gordius had ftill a 
party in the kingdom, with which he was fo 
bold to make head againft Sylla. The Roman 
had no great trouble in defeating and expelling 
.him: and Cappadocia, under a King, the friend 
of Rome and dependant of the Romans, got 
entirely rid of Mithridates. It was in this man¬ 
ner Sylla began with the King, and, to ufe the 

,F 3 expreffion. 
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exprefficn, played the prelude to the hot war 
he was feme years alter to make with him. 

The new affront, which the Romans had 
made Mi thud ares i offer, exafpe rated that haugh¬ 
ty lpint. But as he was no kfs politic than 
ent.rprizing, before he openly declared himfelf 
their enemy, he refolved to fecure himfelf a 

4 9 _ 

potent neighbouring ally. Tigranes, King of 
Armenia, had very much extended the domi¬ 
nions cf his ancdlors by his conquefts, and 

Mithridates made him 


After 


formed a great empire, 
full marry his daughter Cleopatra, 
which, apprehending frill that a war with the 
.Romans would terrify him, he refolved to em¬ 
broil h:m with them without his perceiving it; 
and he fent Gordius to him, to implore his aid 
for his re-eftablifhment in Cappadocia, which 
he pretended to belong to him *, infinuating at 
the lame time to Tigranes the facility of de¬ 
throning a weak and iil-fettled King like Aria- 
barzar.es. The King of Armenia tempted by 
this prepofal, which flattered his ambition and 
vanity, differed himfelf to be engaged in what 


V. i :ni Stiy 

:.c S:i cj 

j»• amides 

Pbil:paicr, 
♦ • 

:j cL icr. n- 
td by ’►//- 
tcr. dates. 
Apnan. 
Midirid. 


Mithridates defined. He lent two of his Ge¬ 
nerals with an army againfl Ariobarzancs, who, 
perceiving the party too unequal, and befides 
being no warrior, as foon as he faw the ftorm 
ready to fall upon him, Iccured his effebts and 
fled to Rome. 

At the fame time Nicomedes Philopater hap¬ 
pening to die, the inheritance of the crown oc- 
caflor.ed troubles in Birhynia. He left behind 
him two fons, of which the cideft, called Ni- 
comedes as well as his father, was acknowledg¬ 
ed, and fupporteti by the Romans; Mithri¬ 
dates fupported the other, whofe name was 
Socrates j and as he was upon the fpot, he fup- 

plied 
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plied him with fuch powerful aids, that Nico¬ 
medos was dethroned, and went to Rome to join 
his complaints with thofe of Ariobarzanes. 

T he Romans were then in a very great per- Apillius 
plexiry. It was in the height of the war or the ts / kti i Ly 

i • C/ l i C 0 1 * • P 

Allies, which laid them under the impoffibility l0 rnfatc 
of providing for the cccafions of countries fo tie &- 
remote. They however lent Commiffioners, at f - ?JC ^ 
the head of whom was that M. Aquillius, who Ku '* u 
had terminated the war of the (laves in Sicily \ 
a brave warrior, but avaricious, as has been 
cbferved elfewhere. Thefc Commiflioners had 
orders to reinftate the King*, Nicomcdes and 
Ariobarzanes, and for that purpofc to call in 
the aid not only of L. Callius, Proconful of 
Afia, but of Mithridates himfeir. For that 
Prince had not appeared directly in all thefe 
movements, of which he was however the foul: 
and the Romans who were not miftaken in 
refpect to them, had probably put that circum- 
ftance into their decree, in order to reduce them 
to declare himfelf. They had long perceived, 
that he was preparing for a war with them: and 
we have feen, that the heads of the Common¬ 
wealth, and fuch as could pretend to com¬ 
mands, paflionately dciired that occafion of ac¬ 
quiring glory, and inriching themfdves with 
the fpoils of Aha. 

Mithridates acled with great prudence. He 
was far from contributing to re-eftablifli the *' j * 

& t p’t'iverjul 

Princes he had dethroned in their Dominions. i ea o U e a- 
But being unwilling to appear the fit ft in break- gv»fi the 
ing with the Romans, he continued quiet, and f” ans ' 
fuffered Aquillius andCaflius, with fuch troops 
as they could draw together, to replace Nico- 
medes upon the throne of Bithynia, and Ario- 
barzanes upon that of Cappadocia. During 


F 4 


this 
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this feeming ina&ion he (lengthened himfelf 
exceedingly. He made a Treaty with Ti-» 
granes, by which it was agreed between them, 
that of the conquefts which they fhould make 
together, the cities and countries fhould belong 
to Mithridatcs, and all the men and plunder to 
the King of Armenia. Mithridates, as appears 
by this treaty, knew how to take his advantages. 
But Tigranes had alfo his view, which was to 
people Tigranocerta, that he was then building, 
and which he defigned to make one of the 
greateft cities in the Univerfe. The King of 
Fontus brought alfo into his interefts the Galio- 
Grscians, the Sarmat^e, the Baftarn?e and the 
Scythians. He had great bodies of troops 
from thofe nations, and in a word, armed al- 
moft al! Upper Afia againft the Romans. 
With luch powerful preparations he contented 
himfelf however with obferving their motions, 
without committing any act of hoftility ; de-? 
figning to have the appearance of juftice and 
equity on his fide. It was in thefe circum- 
ftanecs he received an Embaffy from the Italian 
States, to invite him to join his forces with 
theirs. But the affairs of Afia were too much 
embroiled to make it poffible for Mithridates to 
remove from it, and the fruits he hoped from 
them were more certain and immediate. 

The occafion he waited was foon fupplied him 
by rhe avidity of the Roman Generals. As foot) 
as they had reinftated the Kings of Bythinia and 
Cappadocia, they inceffantly preffed them to un¬ 
dertake fomething againft Mithridates, in order 
to induce the war. Thofe two Princes had no 
inclination to it, being afraid to draw an enemy 
again upon them, whoft ftrength they had al¬ 
ready experienced. But at ^length Nicomedes, 

•who. 
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who had promifed great fums to the Roman 
Generals and Commiffioners for obtaining his 
re-eftablifhment, which were ftill unpaid, and 
being preffcd befides by a great number of other 
Romans, who had lent him money, refolved 
notwichftandinghis repugnance, to fatisfy them. 

He therefore entered the country of the King 
of Pontus in arms, and laid it wafle as far as the 
city Amaftris without any Refiftance. For Mi¬ 
thridates, true to his plan, was glad to have 
good caufes of complaint, and to make the 
Romans aft the part of Aggreffors. 

As foon as Nicomedes retired, Mithridates, Mithri- 
to' fix the wrong upon the Romans, fent them * ate ? €om ~ 
his complaints by an Ambaffador, who took 
great care at firft to dwell upon the quality of mans. 
Ally of the Roman People, that Mithridates 
and his father had conftantly maintained. He 
alledged as a proof of his matter’s fidelity to 
this alliance, the fubmiffion with which he had 
acquiefced in being deprived of Phrygia Major 
and Cappadocia, to which he pretended to have 
the jufteit claim. He added, that it was in the 
fame fpirit of refpeft for the Romans, that he 
had fu ffered the laft infult of Nicomedes, tho* 
he had more than fufficient forces to repel it. 

He concluded, .that the Romans ought either 
to force the King of Bithynia to make him 
fatisfaftion, or to content that Mithridates 
fhould do himfelf juftice. 

After Peiopidas, fo the Ambaffador of Mi¬ 
thridates was called, had fpoke to this effeft, 
thofe of Nicomedes, who were prefent at the 
audience, began. They had no difficulty to 
prove the juftice of their matter’s arms, and of 
the revenge he had taken of an enemy, who 

had armed his own brother againft him. But 

they 



The 'Beginnings ^Mithridates. 

they expatiated mod in fhewing both by the 
whole conduct of the King of Pontus, and the 
immenie preparations he had made, that his de- 
figns had a much higher and more important 
aim than Bithynia, and that it was the Romans 
he meditated. They concluded this difcourfe 
with exhorting the Romans not to have the 

sD 

change put upon them. cc It behoves your 
4C wii’dom, laid they, not to wait till Mithri- 
“ dates fhall pleaie to declare himfelf your 
“ enemy : and you ought rather to confider 
“ his actions than his words. Beware of giv- 
“ ing up your true and real friends to a Prince, 
tc who only difguifes himfelf with the outfide 
6C of a diffembled amity; and do not fuffer 
46 him who is as much your enemy as ours, ta 
“ make void your decree concerning Bithynia, 
and to prevent the lawful King of it from 
^ enjoying your favour. 55 

Pelopijas in his anfwer confented, that the 
Romans fhould be arbitrators in refpeft to the 
ancient differences between Mithridates and Ni- 
comedes, but perfifted in demanding juftice of 
them for the lad hoftilities committed by the 
King of Bithynia, of which themfelves had 

been witneffes. 

n The Romans were at a lofs what anfwer to 
c/make. They were fully determined to fupport 
Nicomedes, and it was only for form-fake they 
had beard the Ambaffador of Mithridates. But 
on the other fide, the alliance with that Prince 
{till fubfifted. They therefore difguifed their 
thoughts in an ambiguous meaning, which Ap- 
pian repeats in thefe words: u If Mithridates 
u has been hurt by Nicomedes, we are forry : 
but we will net fuffer Nicomedes to be at- 
tacked, which is contrary to the interefts of 

u the 
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« the Commonwealth.” Pelopidas, who per¬ 
ceived that the Romans avoided explaining 
themfelves, preffed in vain for a more circum- 
ftantial declaration. He was obliged to return 
without any other reply. 

Mithridates took the anfwer of the Romans Eiithri- 
for a refufal of juftice. Therefore obferving dt- 
meafures no longer, he fent his fon Ariarathes drones 
into Cappadocia with a powerful army: and^ 70 ^ - 
though Mancinus, one of the Senate’s Com- ; * ■ 
miffioners, was upon the fpot, and fupported 
Ariobarzanes, the battle was fought, and Aria¬ 
rathes being vi&orious, repoffeffed himfelf of 
the Kingdom of Cappadocia. 

Mithridates, after having made the Romans He fenJsa 
fenfible in this manner, that he did not fear nenv Em- 
them, fent back the fame Pelopidas with in- La 3 tQ 
ftruftions more haughty than before. He had 
orders to complain in the ftrongeft terms, not citing them 
of the Commonwealth and Senate, but of the to anfwer 
Roman Generals, who were in. Afia, and be- h r ° re de 
fore whom he fpoke. He pretended, that what $enate ' 
had lately happened in Cappadocia, was the 
fruit and reward of their injuftice and bad treat¬ 
ment of his matter, whofe power he magnified, 
and the extent of his dominions, the Allies he 


had made, and the forces he had affembled by 
fea and land. He reproached them, that it 
was a great imprudence to engage their Com¬ 
monwealth in a war with fo powerful a King, 
whild they were fcarce able to oppofe the arms 
of their Allies of Italy, who attacked the 
centre of their empire. He threatened them 
with laying his complaints againft them before 
the Senate, and to cite them to appear to give 

an account of their condudh And laftiy, as 
Mithridates ftill called himfelf the ally of Rome, 
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I 9 

meddle in the affairs of Cappadocia 
they were going to reinstate Ariobareanes di- 


Pelopute declared in his name, that if juftice 
were done him imrefpeQ: to Nicomedes, he was 
ready to aid the Romans againft the revolted 
Italians, If not, added he, at length throw off 
the appearance of amity , or ■eife let us proceed to 
a Jrial before the Senate. 

TbeRcm&i The Roman Generals were extremely piqued 
'Gfadil at k^ughtinefs of this difeourfe, which at- 
a fhret tacked them perfonally. They anfwered in a 
&mdti fir no lets lofty manner that they forbade Mithri- 
rtfiorirg (^^5 either to attack Nicomedes, or to inter- 
Anobar- j n ^ affairs of Cappadocia, whither 

■ZAJlt. 

JijerJing 

XiesmetUi. redtly. And in dilmiffmg die Ambaffador with 

this anfwer, they declared to him, that it was 
to no purpofe to return any more, if he did not 
bring; with him his matter’s entire fubmiffion to 
the laws they preferibed him. But as they did 
not-rely upon that t fubmiffion, they affembled 
forces from all fides, Phrygia, Paphlagonia and 
the neighbouring counrries: and joining thefe 
troops with the body of Romans under L. Caf- 
iius, Proconful of Afia, they formed three di- 
vifions of them, of which each commanded one« 
Caffius with one of thefe armies encamped upon 
the frontiers of Bithynia and Gallograscia-i 
Aquiilius took, upon himfelf to oppofe the en¬ 
trance of Mithridates into Bithynia-, and Q^Ap- 
j>ius marched towards Cappadocia: they had 
alfo a fleet near Byzantium, to (hut up that of 
Mithridates in the Euxine Sea. Nicomedes on 
his fide affembled an army of fifty thoufand 
foot, and fix thoufand horfe. In this manner 
did three Roman Generals^ without the order 
of the Senate, undertake a war of fo great 
importance, and of which the confequences 
were fatal to fo many nations. 


The 
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The imprudence of thefe Roman Generals Fonts of 
was the greater, as the power and preparations of ^ hr ' l ~ 
Mithridates were formidable. He had of his 
own forces two hundred and fifty thoufand foot, 
forty thoufand horfe, an hundred and thirty 
chariots armed with feythes, three hundred 
decked fhips, and an hundred others of fmaller 
fize. Add to this, able Generals, as Neoptolimua 
and Archelaus, who were brothers, Dorylaus and 
fume others, all formed by long experience of 
war, and upon whom however Mithridates did 
not rely fo much, as not to fee everything with 
his own eyes, and condudt all important enter- 
prizes in perfon. Moft of the Kings of the Eaft 
were in his intereft. Tigranes was his Ion-in¬ 
law, and fuppiied him with troops. The Kings 
of Parthia, Syria and Egypt favoured him. He 
had fpared nothing for amaffing immenfe ftores 
of all kinds: and for his fleet, he had caufed pi¬ 
lots to come from Egypt and Phoenicia, coun¬ 
tries where navigation had been fuccefsfully cul¬ 
tivated in all ages. Such great forces promifed 
great advantages over enemies ill-prepared, and 
almoft taken at unawares: and he was not 
deceived in his hopes. 

His Generals at firft gained a confiderable mcome& 3 
viftory over Nicomedes near a river called is mer- 
Amnias, in Paphlagonia. The King ofBi-"**^'^ 
thynia’s camp was taken with immenfe booty, 
and a great number of prifoners. This com- dates. 
pleat viftory was gained by the light-armed 
foot only, fupported by the horfe, the Phalanx 
not being able to fhare in the battle: and from 
thence the Roman Generals began to conceive 
fear, feeing the lefs number defeat the greater, 
and that not from the advantage of the ground, 
nor by the fault or cowardife of the Bithynians, 
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but by the ability of Mithridates’$ Generals, and 
the valour of his army. The fruit of this victory 
to Mithridates was the conquelt of paphlagonia; 
he fubjedted it on his march, and encamped at 
the mountain of * Scoroba upon the frontiers of 
Bithynia. 

The Romans themfeives foon experienced 

the valour of the enemy they had at firft de- 
fpiied. Nicomedes having drawn together the 
remnant of his defeat, had joined Aquillius. 
But upon the approach of Mithridates’s army, 
and in confequence of a fmall action, in which 
an hundred Sarmation horfe had defeated eight 
hundred Bithynians, thofc troops already ter¬ 
rified with their former difgrace were feized with 
fear and difperfed: and Aquillius not being 
ftrong enough to refift the enemy, was entirely 
defeated, loll his camp, lied towards the river 
Sangarius, and having paffed it in the night, 
did not believe himfcif fafe till he arrived in 


Pergamus. 

Tve whole This frcond victory opened the whole country 
cwitry to Mithridates. Caflius retired to Apamea, 
remains Nicomedes to Pergamus, Mancinus to Rhodes, 

2nc * Oppius to Laodicea. They Ihut them- 
data, who felves up in the cities, not being able to keep the 
gains tie field. At the fame time the fleet, that guarded 
a J t3 f an r ^ entrance 0 f the Euxine Sea, feparated, and 

tiJubyt*'- f eV£ tal of Nicomedes’s fhips were even delivered 
polar be- up by their commanders to Mithridates. Thus 

that Prince being mailer of all the pafles by fea 
' and land, had only to appear, to receive the 
fubmifiion of the States, that came in emula- 


baviottr 
and liber 
lify. 

Diodor. 

spud 

Vales. 


tion of each other to pay their homage to him. 

For like a wife conqueror he had taken care to 

« 

* Some fuppoje this might he Mount Hypius , mentioned h 
Pliny, V. 32. 

ccn 
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conciliate their affeftion; treating all theAfiatic 
prifoners that had fallen into his hands with 
every kind of indulgence. In the like man¬ 
ner Hannibal of old, at the fame time that he 


exercifed the greatefl rigours over the Roman 
prifoners, was prodigal to the Latines, and 
people of Italy, whom the chance of war had 

brought into his power, of careffes and inftances 
of favour. This conduft fucceeded perfectly 
well with Mithridates. The cities contended Cic. pro 
with each other in inviting him to honour Flacco. 
them with h : s prefence ; calling him, 
to the impious cuftom of thofe d; 
their God and Preferver. All Bithynia was 

reduced in a few days. From thence Mithri- 
dates entered Phrygia, which belonged to the 
Romans; and he refolved to take up the lame 
quarters Alexander had done of old ; an happy 
omen, and at the fame time a comparifon that 
foothed his vanity. 

He forgot nothing that might conciliate fo JuP.ln. 
many new conquefls to hisfway: and uniting xxxviii. 
adual liberality with careffes, he granted to 
the cities a general remittance of ail they owed, 
either to the Government, or Particulars, and 
an exemption from taxes for five years. The 
immenfe treafures of their ancient Kings, on 
which he feized, and the abundance of provi- 
fions and ammunition which he found laid up 
every where, enabled him to difplay benevo¬ 
lence and magnificence, without depriving him- 
felf of the necefiary refources for advancing die 
war and his conquefls. 

Till his entrance into Phrygia, Mithridates S( f e,h of 
had not direftly attacked the Romans, but MtlriJa- 


according / .• 

, . ° Appian. 

ric times, r 


only their Allies. He then took off the mafk , tcs ,!° h:i 
and openly declared himfeifan enemy to Rome.-j^'* 

As xxxviii 4; 
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As he undertook a war again ft fo formidable a 
People, he thought it neceffary to encourage 
his troops * and Juftin has preferved the ora¬ 
tion, which Tfojus Pompeius put into his 
mouth upon this occafion. As this difcourfe 

is extremely long, and recites in few words, 
abundance of fafts, both ancient and modern, 
which the reader has already feen, I fhall con¬ 
tent myfelf with abridging it here, and with 
only repeating the circumftances of it that feem 
mod remarkable. 

Mithridates proves firft to his foldiers, that 
the Romans are not invincible, by mentioning 
on that head, not only the advantages them- 
feives had lately gained over thole haughty 
enemies, but the great victories of Pyrrhus, 
Hannibal, and the Gauls. He reprefented to 
them the aftual fituation of Rome in her diffi¬ 
cult ftruggle with the Italian Rebels, and torn 
in pieces by domeftic divifions. He concluded 
from thence, {a) that it was neceffary to feize 
the occafion for augmenting their own ftrength 
at their expence, “ lead, added he, if we con- 
<c tinue quiet, whilft they are employed, we 
“ ffiould find more difficulty to fuftain their 
“ efforts, when they are free and difengaged 
“ from all they have now upon their hands. 
<c For we are not to enquire now, whether war 
“ is to be made with them •, but whether wc 
“ fhall take our time, or wait theirs. 5 ’ 

From thence he goes on to enumerate all 
the injuries pretended to be done them by the 

(a) Urendum igitur oc- majus negotium habeant. 
cafione, & rapienda incre- Non enim quseri, an ca- 
menta virium : ne fi illis pienda fine arma, fed utrtim 
occupatis quleverint, mox fua porius occalione au il- 
ad versus vacuo 5 & ouietos lorum. 

Romans, 
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Romans, and which, in his fcnfe, were equi¬ 
valent to a declaration of war: Phrygia and 
Paphlagonia taken from him by them ; and 
1 Cappadocia , which he had conque.ed, and from 
which they had expelled his fon. “ They (a) 
“ have torn from me my conqueft, fays he, 
they who have nothing, not acquired by 
arms. 5 ’ He concludes this detail with the 
infult's done him in the lad place by Nicomedes, 
in fo attacking him out of wantonnefs, and 
without caufe. “ For, (b) adds he, it is not the 
“ pretended injuries Kings have done them, 
“ it is their ftrength and majefty they aim at. 
“ It is hence they oppreffed Eumenes, de- 
“ throned his fon Ariftonicus, and made an 
“ implacable (r) war on the grandfon of the 
great King Mafiniffa, the unfortunate Ju- 
“ gurtha, in whom they fhewed fo little re- 
cc Iped: for the memory of his grandfather, 
“ that they ignominioufly exhibited him as a 
cc fight in their triumph, and afterwards made 
* him perifh miferably in a prifon. Such is 
u the hatred they have declared for all Kings, 


(a) Raptam fibi effe vi&o- 
riam ejus [Cappadocix] ab 
iilis quorum nihil eft nifi 
bello quantum. 

(^) Quippe non delifla 
Regum illos, fed vires ac 
majeftatem infequi. 

<•) Cum hujus [Mafinif- 
fx] nepote bellum modo in 
Africa geftum adeo inexpia- 
bile, ut ne vi&um quidem 
memorix avi donarcnt, quin 
carcerero ac triumphi fpecta- 
cuium experiretur. Hanc il¬ 
los Regibu$ omnibus legem 
odiorum dixilfe, fcilicet quia 

Vol. X. 


ipfi tales Reges habuerint, 
quorum etiam nominibus e- 
rubefcant, aut paftores Abo- 
riginum, aut harufpices Sa- 
binorum, aut exules Corin- 
thiorum, aut fervos vernaf- 
que Tufcorum, aut, quod 
honoratiffimum nomen fuit 
inter ha=c, fuperbos. Atque 
ut ipfi ferunt conditores fuos 
Iupxuberibusalitos, fic om- 
nem ilium populum luporum 
animos, inexplebiles fangui- 
nis atque imperii, divitia- 
rumque avidos ac jejunos, 
habere. 

G 


“ undoubt- 



82 


t. Roma 
lus. 

2. Numa 

3. T-.rqui 
niu> Prri- 

G05. 

4. Servius 
Tullius 

5. Tarqui- 
nius Su- 
peibiis. 


*fhe Beginnings Mithridates. 


“ undoubtedly becaufe themfelves had only 
“ Kings, whofe names made them bluft, 
u i Aboriginal Shepherds, 2 Sabine Augurs, 
u 3 Corinthian Exiles, 4 Tuican Slaves, or 
“ Idftly, 5 the Superbs, the mod honourable 
u and ciftinguifheu name of them all. They 
cc have reafon to relate with pleafure, that their 
“ rounders were fuckled by a wolf j for that 
“ People are a Pe -pie of wolves, infatiable 
“ of blood and daughter, and always greedy 
“ to excels of riches and empire. 5 ’ 

To this odious pifture which he gave of 
the Romans, Mithfidates oppofed a magnifi¬ 
cent difplay of his own high nobility, which 
on his father’s fide he traced back to Cyrus and 
Darius: and by the female line, to * Seleucus 
Nicator, Founder of the Kingdom of Syria 
and Alexander the Great: of the greatnefs of 
the nations iubject to him, who had never ex¬ 
perienced the yoke of a foreign power 5 and 
his exploits againft unconquerable States, as the 
Scythians, who before him had never known 3 
vi&or. 

And laftly, he flattered his foldiers with 
the hopes of the rich fpoils of Afia, of which 
(a) he extolled the miJdnefs of the climare, the 
fertility of the foil, the multitude and beauty 
of the cities, “ infomuch, faid he, that I lead 
^ you iefs to a war, than to a perpetual fefti- 
“ val *, and in refpect to this enterprize, you 


* Mifhridates's great • 
grandmother was the daugh¬ 
ter of Seleucus Callinicus 
King of Syria. 

[a) Nam neque ccelo Afise 
efie temperatius aliud, nec 


folo fertilius, nec urbium 
multitudine amcenius: mag- 
namque temporis partem, 
non ut militiam, fed ut fef- 
tam diem afturos, bello du- 
bium facili magis an uberi. 
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te can have only one doubt, whether it be 
” mofteafy, or moft advantageous/’ 

This difcourfe, which breathes hatred and Ail Afa 
contempt for the Romans, and at (he fame Elinor/ ^ 

.. >r c • . ^ m ts to Mi- 

time afiurance or conquering, was not an t j Jr}datCi 
dmpty rhodomontade of Mitnr;dates: the ef- Appian,* 
fe'fts proved it the feverfe. Ail either gave 
way before his arms, or courted his alliance. 

He fubjefted Phrygia, Myfia, Afia, properly 
fo called, Lycia, Pamphylia, the coaft of 
Ionia, in a Word, all the country extending 
quite to the fea-coaft: and, in order that no¬ 
thing might be wanting to his glory, two Ro¬ 
man Generals fed into his hands, and became 
hi$ prifoners. 

I have faid before, that Oppius had retired He takes 
to LaodiceS. To make himfeif matter of that Oppius tit 
Roman’s perfon, it coft Mithridates only the ^ oman 
trouble of fending an Herald to pro mile the 
inhabitants impunity, if they would deliver up 
Oppius. He was immediately feizea, and car¬ 
ried with his li&ors to the King of Pontus, 

Who inflifted no ill treatment upon him, but 
carried him about every where in his train, ex¬ 
hibiting with pride, and in derifion of the Ro¬ 
man greatnefs, a Roman General in captivity. 

Aquillius was not fo gently ufed. As he was And then 
at the head of the commuFion, and the principal dquidius, 

author of the- war, Mithridates had a perfonal 
hatred for him. For that reafon that unfortunate rTgeolfu 
General, who was fick at Mitylene, having andinpas 
been delivered up to him by the ( a ) Lefbians, a cruel pu- 
there was no kind of indignity nor outrage,^ OT ^- 

(i) Mitvlene was the capital IJlani it (elf, which is‘now 
of the If and of L jhos , and called .lie tel in. 
las given its name to the 
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A then. 
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Plin: 


that the King of Pontus did not make him* 
fufier. He was laden with chains, whipped 
with rods, led about every where upon an afs y 
and in that condition forced to make himfelf 
known to all that faw him, and to cry out 
from time to time, that he was Aquillius. On 
other occafions, fattened by a chain to a Ba- 
ftarnian five cubits high, he was obliged to 
follow that Barbarian’s horfe on foot. And 


Appian. 


ing acclamations 


xxxin. 3. ] a ft]y y Mithridates having carried him to Per- 

gamus, caufed melted gold to be poured into 
his mouth, to reproach his avidity, and that 
of the Romans in general. Thus did that in- 
fatiable man pay the price of his oppreflions 
and injuftices, and feemed to have been pre- 
ferved from the feverity of the Judges, by the 
eloquence of Antonius, only to Puffer greater and 
more fevere punifhments, 

Mithridates vifited his new conqucft, and 
was received every where with the moft (both- 

The Ephefians diltinguifh- 
ed themfelves above the reft by fmgular marks 
of their hatred for the Romans, as we fhall fay 
below • for which they were foon after feverely 
punifhed. 

u. It 'V2S in this progrefs, that Mithridates hav- 

ne vzarrni , r o r . . * 

Mxuma, ing taken Stratomcea, law the virtuous Mo- 

whom the Euripides of France has ren¬ 
dered fo famous by his Tragedy. Ambition 
did not fo wholly engrofs the heart of that 
Prince, as to exclude love. Struck with Mo¬ 
mma’s beauty, he fent her {a) fifteen thoufand 
pieces of gold, expecting by that unworthy 
gratuity to triumph over her virtue. But (he 


mm; 


Pint. 

Luculi. 


a 


(a) Above tvoo hundred and thirty-four pounds of gold Avoir - 
dnp'A/s, 

refufed 
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refufed hisprefent, and rejected all his follicita- 
cions. Michridates was reduced to marry her 
in the mod folemn manner, and to give her the 
tide of Queen, with the diadem. 

When the news of what pafled in Afia came The Senate 
to Rome, they did not deliberate a moment on ami People 
the meafures it was neceffary to take. The war °f j cme 
was refolved, notwithftanding the extreme di- 
ftrefs of the Commonwealth on the occafion gainfi him. 
of the revolt of the Italian States, which was Appian. 
not yet well appeafed. Sylia, as we have laid, a. r. 663. 
was charged with the waragainft Mithridates. 

But, whilftthe civil difcords detained that Ge¬ 
neral in Italy, Mithridates had full time, both 
to extend his conquefts, and deluge Afia with 
Roman blood. 

For it was at this time that he committed He caufes 
that horrid maffacre, which will render his >oooo .fa- 
name deteftable for ever: he lent orders to all mam t0 
the Governors of provinces and cities fubiect 

, . , 1 , r , } in one aa). 

to him, that on a certain day hxed, which was 
to be the fame univerfally, they fhould put all 
the Romans and Italians in Afia to the fword, 
men, women, children, and freedmen. The 
fame decree ordered, that their bodies fhould 
not have burial ; that their effaces fhould be 
divided between thofe who fhould kill them 
and the King; and that fuch as fhould en¬ 
deavour to conceal or inter them, ihould be 
fined; and on the contrary, rewards granted to 
fuch as fhould difcover them, liberty to (laves, 
half their debts to debtois, and fo on to 
others. 

The manner in which this bloody order was 
executed, proves, as Appian obierves, that 
the revolt of Afia was lefs the effect of the 
fear of the arms of Mithridates, than of hatred 

G 3 for 
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Tac. IV. 
Ann. 14. 


Rut Hi us 


Cic pro 
Ra->ir. 

Foil. n.;; 


for the Romans. The Afiatics applied thepv 
feives in murdering them with incredible fury 
and barbarity. Tney were torn out of the 
moft facred afylums : the hands of fuch a$ 
embraced the itatues were cut off ^ the chil¬ 
dren were killed before their mothers face 9 , 
and they themlelves maflacred with their huf- 
bancs. And this cruelty was univerfaL Of all 

thole who acknowledged Mithridates, only the 
people of the fnall Ifland of Cos fpared the 
unhappy Romans, and permitted them to take 
refuge in the temple of iEfcuIapius. 

In this daughter perifhed fouricore thoufanci 
Romans. Some however efcaped or difguifed 
themielves, and among!! the ref!, the famous 
Rutilius. who was then at Smyrna, in banifh- 
n'.ent, as we have related elfewhere. He quit- 
. ted the Reman robe, and put on a Grecian 
habit: and that diiguiie, and perhaps the 
reipect he had acquired by the integrity of 
his manners, laved his life in fo imminent a 


Ganger. 

Jhrr-Jcr- The regard for virtue does not admit us to 
lu-ry pafs over ;n filence the atrocious calumny, with 
c t h ‘ : r ar “ ! which a meiccnary writer had endeavoured to 

bLckcn the reputation of that irreproachable 
man. Then; hane.% who was attached to Pom- 
pey, had advanced, that it was by the counfel 
of Rut.iius, Mithridatcs had formed the defign 
of tiu bloody mafiacre, of which we are lpeak- 
ing. He was for revenging in that manner 
the memory of his Patron’s * Father, of whom 
Rutilius in his Memoirs had faid abundance of 
id with too good foundation. But by that 


c 

Plot on 
Pomp. 



PzKiiciiti Strabc. 


Q'j 


* • 


Sic -Ti .bat is faid cf him in the priced- 


fenfelefs 
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ienfelefs imputation Theopharies gained nothing 
but the refutation of a calumniator and of a ve¬ 
nal pen, without hurting fo unblerhifhed a vitv 
tue as that he attacked, and without leffening 
the ignominy of the perfon he intended to re¬ 
venge. 

The cruelties of the Afiatics to the Romans Appian^ 
did not Jong remain unpunifhed. Mithridates 
himfelf foon gave them caufe to repent it, by 
the violent tyranny he exerted overthem. And 
Sylla afterwards, when victorious, treated them 
foas to teach them, that the Romans were to be 
refpeCted even in their greateft difgraces. 

Amongft all the cities, whether of the Terra The Rho- 
Firma, or the Iflands of Afia, only two con - < 6 ™ conti* 
tinued faithful to the Romans, Magnefia and^f^^ 
Rhodes. Few circumltances relating to tMR Qma ns! \ 
firft are come down to us But we are more 
obliged to Hiftory in refpeft to Rhodes, famous 
in all times, both for talents and virtues, till the 
fiavery, in which it has groaned during more 
than the two laft centuries urfder the Turks, de¬ 
prived it of the means of fuftaining its ancient 
glory. On the prefent occafion, the ifland and 
city of Rhodes ferved as an afylum for a great 
number of Romans, and amongft the reft for L. 

Caffius, Proconful of Afia. 

Mithridates, not to leave his conqueft im- Mthrida- 

perfeft, refolved. to reduce that fmall State by ns befieges 
force, which was almoft the only one that re- Rboeles tn 
lifted him. He came at firft to the ifle of 
Cos, not far from Rhodes. And, as his ap to raifc the 
preach did not render the Rhodians more do-/#*- 
cile to his will, he ordered his fleet to repair 

thither, which was very numerous. The Rho¬ 
dians came out to meet it with courage: but 
the inequality of number was fo great, that 

G 4 all 
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all that ability, aided by valour, could do, was 
to prevent the Rhodian fleet from being fur- 
rounded. It ertered the port, which care was 
taken to Ihut up with chains: and the Rho¬ 
dians, who by way of precaution had deliroyed 
their fuburbs, to prevent the enemy from mak¬ 
ing lodgments in them, prepared to repel the 
attacks of Mithridates from their wails. 

That Prince had not yet his land forces with 
him, and his naval ones, whom he landed, 
having always been worded in the fkirmifhes, 
that had paffed around the city, the befieged 

refumed courage, keeping their (hips always in 
readinefs to fall upon the enemy, when cccaflon 
Ihould offer. In confequence a fea-fight enfued, 
in which the Rhodians had ail the advantage, 
notwithstanding their inferior number. In the 
mean time the land troops of Mithridates ar¬ 
rived, in tranfports of different burthen : and 
as they were forced by the violence of the 
wind to pafs in fight of the city, inftead of 
anchoring at the place affigned them, the be- 
ficged made their fleet go out of the port; 
and taking advantage of the di border cccafioned 
both by the (form and the difficulty of landing, 
they took, funk, and burnt fome of the enemy's 
(hips, and returned victorious. Mithridates 
having then ail his forces, both of fea and land, 
gave affaults, and attempted furprize, but with¬ 
out effect. He was reduced to raile the fiege ; 
2nd the Rhodians, Lefides the glory of being 
faithful to their Allies, had alio toat of having 
been the firft in (topping the torrent, which 
had fpread over ail Alia. 

Ck IT. in In my ('pinion, they alfo deferved praifts 
Vcrr. 159. for their moderation in refpect ‘0 the flatue of 

Mi-hridaus, which they fuffcad to keep its 

place 



tfhe Beginnings of Mithridate9. 89 

place in the midft of their city, whilft that 
Prince was attacking them with the utmoft vio¬ 
lence, and they found no final 1 difficulty in 
making their defence. Cicero, from whom we 

have this faft, obferves, that this conduct of the 
Rhodians feems inconfiftent, and that it was 
not natural to make war with the perfon, and 
fpare the ftatue. But the Rhodians themfelves, 
to whom he made that objection, anfwered him 
in the firft place, that it was a received opinion 
with all the Greeks, that Religion did not ad¬ 
mit the throwing down of ftatv.es once erefted, 
even of men. They added a lecond reflection, 
no lefs juft *, that they had * made a diftinftion 
of times; that they had undoubtedly a right to 
repel Mithridates, when become their enemy •> 
but that refpeCt ought to be had to a ftatue 
ereCted at a time, when that Prince was the 
friend of their Commonwealth. 


-During this fiege, two circumfiances give us <r wo rtA 
occafion to remark in Mithridates a dimoiition * arkahk 


to revenge, and gratitude for fervices rendered '‘ rcum - 
him. In the fea fight we have mentioned, 
whilft Mithridates made his fhip move fome- ter ofMi~ 
times to one place, and fometimes to another, threaten 
to encourage his people, or give them aid, a 
veflfel of his fleet, belonging to the I fie of 
Chio, without doubt by the unfkiifulneis of the 
navigators, ran foul of his, and put it in iome 
danger-, the King, in a rage, uvkd the pilot 
and mate to be hanged, and afterwards ex¬ 
tended his wrath to the wffiole I fie of Chio, as 


we fhall fay in its place. This rigour is un- 


* Cum ftatua fe eju:- ha verb, quo helium gereret at- 
buiile rationcm tempore quo que hvltis elil 1 :. 
pofita diet ; cum homine 

, , * *' * 1 - ^ . 1J - » 
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doubtedly to be condemned. But we cannot 
forbear prailing him much for what he did in 
refpect to Laonicus, a faithful lubjedl, who 
had teftined great zeal for his Prince on dan¬ 
gerous occafions. This Laonicus having been 

taken prifoner during the fiege, Mithridates, to 
obtain only his liberty, reftored all the Rhodian 
prifoners in his camp. 

Vv hen he had been reduced to abandon his 
enterprize againfi Rhodes, he retired to Per- 
gamus, leaving Pelopidas in Lycia with an 
army to reduce the city of Patara, and fome 
others, in thofe parts, that refufed to fubmit to 
him. During his refidence at Pergamu’s, di¬ 
vided between bufmefs and pleafures, though 
the charms of Monima engroffed much of his 
time, he however took care to augment his 
troops, to lay up all kinds of provilions and 
ammunitions, and above all, to provide for 
the fecurity of his conquefts within them, by 
rewarding his friends and adherents, and dif* 
tributing treafures, cities, and ftates amongft 
them-, by removing domellic enemies-, by fup- 
preffing confpiracies formed againfi his perfoh \ 
and by making a flrict enquiry after all thofe 
who retained any attachment tor the Romans, 
and whom he confidered for that reafon as ca¬ 


pable of plotting in their favour, and againfi 
the new government. 

At the fame time he fpared no pains for aug¬ 
menting his power, his avidity increafing ac T 
cording to the natural character of the human 
mind, in proportion to his acquifitions. Maflcr 
of Afia, he formed the defign of invading 
Plut. in Greece. However he did not go thither in 
Sylla. perfon. Pergamus was a centre to him, from 

which he governed all his vafl monarchy, and 

directed 



The Beginnings «/■ Mithridates. 9; 

direfted his new enterprizes. One of his fons 
by his order refided in the ancient dominions 
of his anceftors. Another was fent into Thrace 
and Macedonia with an army: and feveral of 
his Generals, of whom the principal was Arche- 
laus, went by fea to Greece, and began by re¬ 
ducing the t Cyclades, the ifland of Eubcea, and 
all the other ifles in .thofe feas, as far as the 
Promontory of Malea. The city of Athens it- 
felf fubmitted to Mithridates; and that Prince 
was indebted for fo important a conqueft to a 
miferable Sophift:, called Ariftion. 

This man of obfcure birth, the fon, as was Hijlory of 

Ariftion, 
the Sophift, 
who maket 
Mithrida¬ 
tes mafter ’ 
of Athens; 

Pofidcn. 

apud 
Athen. 

V.13, 


laid, of a female flave, and admitted by fa¬ 
vour into the number of the citizens of Athens, 
was one of thofe kind of perfons born to im- 
pofe upon the multitude by a pompous outfide, 
a popular and emphatical eloquence, and a dar¬ 
ing prefumption, which never fails of dazzling 
the vulgar. He had taken care to embellilh his 
talents, and to cover his vices with the maik of 
Philofophy. Every body knows the credit and 
figure annexed to the name of Philofopher in 
Athens. Some fay he had been formed in the 
fchool of Ariftotie; others in that of Epicurus. 
However that were, he was deputed by the 
Athenians to Mithridates, who, finding him a 
proper inftrument for his defigns, gave him the 
moft favourable reception, with the view of 
conciliating, by his means, the affeftion of thofe 
that fent him. 

* 

Ariflion feconded the King’s views to a won¬ 
der, writing letters to Athens, in which he ex¬ 
tolled the power of Mithridates, his magni¬ 
ficence and ■ liberality. And as the Athenians 
had given the Romans fome fubjeft of difcon- 
tent, which is not related in Hiitory, but 

which 
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which muft have been great, as a fine had been 
laid upon them, and their magiftrates forbade 
to exercife their functions. Ariftion promifed 
the Athenians, that if they would embrace the 
King’s party, they would not only be exempt 
from the fine laid on them by the Romans, but 
the popular government Ihould be re-eftablifh- 
ed, and all the citizens in particular Ihould 
derive infinite advantages from the alliance of 
fo powerful and generous a Prince. Nothing 
more was wanting to turn the heads of the Peo¬ 
ple of Athens, always unfteady, capricious and 
inconftant: and the moft prudent, and prin¬ 
cipal citizens wifely chofe to quit a city, that 
w.'.s bent upon deftmftion, and retire to Rome. 

In the mean time Mithridates fent his fleets 
to Greece: and the ifland and temple of Delos, 
which, till then, without walls and arms, had 
found an affured defence in the refpeft for Re¬ 
ligion alone, having been plundered by iV’etro- 
phanes, one of the King’s Generals, Ariftion, 
with thofe facred treafures, and an eicort of two 

thoufand men given him by Archelaus, re¬ 
turned to Athens. The follies committed by 
the People for the reception of this illuftrious 
perfonage are incredible. As he had been 
driven by a tempeft on the coaft of Caryftos 
in Eubcea, fbips of war were fent to convoy 
him, and alio a chair, or kind of throne, fup* 
ported by feet of filver. When he arrived, 
the whole city ran out to meet him. Particu¬ 
larly thofe confecrated to the vorfhip of Bac¬ 
chus did not fail to pay all kinds of honours to 
the AmbaiTador of the new Bacchus. (We 
have laid above, that name had been given to 
Mithridates.) Nothing palled but acclama¬ 
tions, 
% 
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tions, facrifices, and libations, to which the 
People were invited by the voice of an Herald, 
as in the moft joyous and facred ceremonies. 

Ariftion having taken up his lodgings in one 
of the fineft houfes of the city, appeared the 
next day in publick, in a fuperb habit, and 
with a ring, on which was engraved the image 
of Mithridates. The throng was as great as on 
the preceding day: People were crulhed to 
death in the ftreets, efpecially near him, tho* 
he was furrounded with armed men, who by 
office, and to pleafe the multitude, were ap¬ 
pointed as his guards, and attended him every 
where. With this equipage he afeended the 
Tribunal, from which the Roman Magiftrates 
ufed to harangue the People of Athens; and he 
made a fpeech full of boafts, exceffive praifes 
of Mithridates, and wild prefages of the future 
exploits of that Prince, which were to annihilate 
the Romans; and concluded with exhorting the 
multitude to give a certain form to their govern¬ 
ment, that the Roman Senate was for abolilh- 
ing. Thefe laft words were only a fnare. The 
ambitious Sophift’s aim was, to caufe the Sove¬ 
reign power in Athens to be confered on him. 
The People were catched by it, and did not 
fail to proclaim Ariftion Praetor. He imme¬ 
diately made them fenfible of what they were to 
expeft from his government. For, after having 
thanked them for the honour they had done him, 
he added: “ As you have elefted me your 
“ Chief, it is but juft that I fhould have as 
“ much power alone, as you have colleftive- 
15 ly.” And in order to take inftant pofieflion 
of his office, he himfelf appointed the Collegues 
he thought fit to have. 


The 
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The Beginnings o/'MithriM'tes. 

The reft of his conduct was of a piece with 
this beginning, and became a tyranny in all 
the forms. The richeft, and moft worthy per- 
fons, as never fails to happen on the like oc¬ 
casions, were the moft expofed to violence. He 
charged them with being the Secret adherents of 
the Romans *, and under that pretext, put 
fome of them to death, and lent other's to Mi- 
thridates.. To be accufed and condemned, were 
one and the fame thing. For, that they might 
not efcape him,, he made himfelf their judge. 
Many, to Save themfelves from perfection, 

fled from the city. But he caufed them to be 

¥ 

purfued; and fuch as were taken, were put to 
death in torments. He ported guards at the 
gates of the city, to prevent any one from going 
out without his leave. In a word, the mifera- 
ble Athenians were a kind of prifoners in their 
own houfes, in which they were obliged to fhut 
themfelves up at furvfet, without permiffion to 
depart after that time, even with- a torch. It is 
eafy to fuppofe, that in the midft of thefe vio¬ 
lences, he did not forget to inrich himfelf. 
Con fixations of eftates, and rapine of every 
kind, railed him fuch- great fums, that it was 
laid he filled whole wells with money. 

This tyranny, exerciled by one who called 
himfelf a Fhilofopher, reflects no great honour 
on Philolbphy : and Appian on the occafion of 
Ariftion, mentions here the thirty tyrants of 
Athens fo famous in H'iftory, of whom feveral 
were the difciples of Socrates. But Philofophy 
is not accountable for the crimes of thofe who 
make profeflion of it: the be ft things are 
abufed *, and it would be unjuft to afcribe the 
vices of perfons to a difcipline innocent and ufe- 
ful in itfelf. 


Thu* 
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Thus, by the miniftration of Ariftion, Mi- 
thridates became mafter of Athens: and Arche- 
laus made it a kind of place of arms, from 
whence, extending his influence on all fides, he Pl Qt - in 
feparated Lacedaemon, Achaia, Basotia, and ^ y!! 
feveral other States of Greece from the Ro- PP 
mans, and drew them over to the King’s party. 

At the fame time Metrophanes, another of Mi- 
thridates’s Generals, who kept the fea with 
a fleet, attempted a defcent in Theflaly, on the 
fide of Demetrias. And when we remember, 
that Mithridates had another land army, de- 
ftined to enter Thrace and Macedonia, we lhall 
conceive that the enterprize was exceedingly well 
condu&ed on his fide, and that Greece, attacked 
at fo many parts, might eafily be taken from the 
Romans. 

Sylla had not yet time to arrive. But Brut- Srui/iut 
tius Sura, detached with a body of troops by £ a .f°K 
C. Sentius, Proconful of Macedonia, came to 0 f fahrl 
' the aid of Greece. He was a very brave man, dates s 
and a good foldier. He began by driving Me- Generals. 

trophanes out of Theflaly, and obliged him to 

remove from the coaft. From thence he moved 

* 

to Beotia, where, having found Archelaus with 
Ariftion near Chseronea, he gave them battle 
three days together: and if he did not entirely 
defeat them,' he at leaft prevented them from 
making any progrefs. Things were in this State, 
when Lucullus, Sylla’s Quasftor, came and in¬ 
formed him, that he muft quit a province which 
did not belong to him, and which had been 
given to Sylla by the Senate. Bruttius did not 

hefitate a moment; and no lefs faithful in his 
obedience to the laws of his country, than full 
of valour on military occafions, he retired into 
Macedonia, and rejoined his General. 


SECT. 
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Himfelf Difpofitions of Sylla after the victory. 

He gives his foldiers great licence . He lays a 
fine of twenty thoufand talents upon Afia. "The 
Pirates ravage the coafts of Afia. Preference 
given by Sylla of the war with Mithridates to 
his per final inter efts. He prepares to return to 
Italy , 


Cm. Octavius 
L. Cornelius Cinna, 


A . R. 66$, 
Ant. C. 87. 


S YLLA had fet out from Italy about the be- Sylla goes 
ginning of the Coniulftiip of Cinna and /* Greece. 
Oftavius. He carried with him only five Le- 
gions with fojne other troops in no great nurm s jj a# 
ber. For the expences of fo great a war only 

nine thoufand pounds in weight of gold had 
been given him, amounting to about one hun¬ 
dred and twelve thoufand four hundred and 


ninety-fix ounces of our weight. In order to 
raife him that fum, it had even been necefiary * 
to fell fome ground and buildings confecrated by 
Numa to the worfliip of the gods* and to the 
fupport of Priefts and Sacrifices. 

It is faid, that at the time Sylla fet out from Suppofid 
Italy, Mithridates, who was then at Pergamus, omen of the 
had very finifter omens: amongft others, that *** 
a viftory, which was to be let down by ma- rt ~ 
chines to place a crown upon the head of that 
Prince, when it was very near him, fell, and 
that the crown rolled along the Theatre and 
broke to pieces. This accident, which had no¬ 


thing that was not very natural in it, and which 
only proved the Artift’s want of Ikill, was con- 
fidered as a fatal omen, which made the whole 


Aflembly tremble, and daunted Mithridates 
.himfelf. As for us, let us content ourfelves 

Vol, X, H with 
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An^c 6 s-‘ °^f erv i n g from this little event, in what 

manner a thins; conceived with refinement of 

O 4 B ^ 

flattery to gratify the King of Pontus’s vanity, 
ferved only to affeft and mortify him. 

Sjlkforms Sylla foon gave him different caufes for dif- 
tbe fiege quiet. As foon as he arrived in Greece, where 
sf Athens, received fome reinforcements of Aitolian 

4 

and Theffalian troops, he marched direftly 
towards Athens, refolving to befiege %nd take 
that important place from Mithridates. This 
was no ealy enterprize. The city of Athens 
was ftrong, befides which it had its Port, the 
famous Pineus, that was a feparate place very 
well fortified. The city and port were joined 
by a double w r all which fecured their communi¬ 
cation. Thefe walls and port were the work 
of Pericles. Sylla had therefore two fieges to 
carry on at once, and to attack at the fame time 
two places well fortified and defended by nu¬ 
merous garrikms. The Pineus in particular- 
threatened a vigorous refiftance. For Arche- 
laus, the moft able of the Generals of Mithri- 
dates, had Amt himfelf up in it: Ariftion com¬ 
manded in the city. Sylla was not difcouraged 
by fo many difficulties. He attacked the 
Piraeus in perfon, and at the fame time made 
part of his army befiege the city. Plutarch 
fays, that he might have contented himfelf with 
blocking up the city, and that he might cer¬ 
tainly have taken it by famine. But the news, 
which he received from Rome and Italy, where 
ail things were in confuflon, and his party were 
crufhed, obliged him to make hafte: and not-: 
withftanding all his efforts, the fiege was fpun 
put to a great length. 

He at firft attempted fcaling, though the 
Waffs of the Pirseus were forty cubits [ten 

fathom 1 
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fathom] high. But that method not fucceed- 
ing, he was obliged to have recourfe to works 
and machines. Every thing was employed 4 
.rams, towers, covered galleries, terrafies railed 
.agamft the walls, mines, counter-mines, and 
catapultas, that dilcharged great Hones, and 
.pieces of lead. He found upon the fpot moil 
.of the materials neceffary in the conftruftion 

.and reparation of thofe works, having beat 
•down the walls of communication between the 
Pirams and the city, and cut down all the 
trees of the Academy and Lyceum. As to 
•other provifions, ten thoufand carriages drawn 
.by mules, were continually palling between 
Thebes and Athens with them. Immenfc fums He plun. 
were neceffary for fupporting fuch prodigious den the 
••expences. Sylla made no difficulty,to plunder 
•the molt Jhcred Temples of Greece, and caufed Epifaun,^ 
the richeft and molt magnificent prefents confe- andDelpfd, 
crated to Jupiter and jEiculapius, to beBrought 
;to him from Olympia and Epidaurus. 

He wrote alfo to the *Amphi6tyones at Delphi, 
that it was proper to fend him the treafures 
of the god. “ For, faid he, either I fhaU 
Ci keep them, and they will be fafer in my 
“ hands than in the temple, or, if I am obliged 
• u to ufe them, I lhall at lead reftore the value.” 

He charged with the execution of thefe orders 
a Greek, called Caphis, in whom he repofed 
confidence ; and commanded him to bring 
.every thing away, talcing each piece by weight. 

Caphis went to Delphi, highly affiifted with his 
commiffion, and deplored with the Amphic- 

% 

* Concerning the Amphittjonesy See the Ancient Hijior }, 

. VoL IF. toward} the end . 
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tyones the fad neceffity, to which he was re¬ 
duced. He even took advantage of a report 
which was fpread, that the found of the god’s 
lyre had been heard, which was in the fandtu- 
ary: and whether he believed this pretended 1 
prodigy, which, if real, might have been a 
ftratagem of the Prieft’s, or was in hopes of 
giving Sylla fome fcruples of conlcience, he 
wrote him the fact. Syila only laughed at it, 
and anfwered, “ that playing upon the lyre was 
“ a lign of joy, and not of difeontent; and 
“ confequentiy, that he might take every thing 
u with confidence, as the god himfelf feemed to 
u beftow his treafures with pleafure.” It was 
therefore neceffary to obey, and fend to the 
Roman camp all the riches of the temple of 
Delphi. Precautions however were taken to 
prevent the affair from making too much noife. 
But it was not pofiible to conceal the taking 
away of a ton of money, which was fo large 
and heavy, that, to remove it, there was a 
neceffity for taking it to pieces. Sylla received 
thele treafures with great joy; and fo far from 
having any remorfe on that head, he faid, by 
way of jeft, “ that he could not doubt being 
ct victorious, as the gods themfelves paid his 
“ troops.” 

The Amphictyones, on the contrary, who 
had been obliged to have a part in fo odious a 
robbery, called to mind, fays Plutarch, the 
ancient Roman Generals, Flamininus, Acilius 
Glabrio, Paulus Almilius, who, when they came 
to Greece, to make war upon the Kings of Ma^ 
cedonia and Syria, far from plundering the 
temples, had inriched them with new offerings, 
the proofs of their religious veneration. But, 
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adds the (a) Hiftorian, thole Generals of the 
ancient times, who commanded, with virtue 
and legal authority, armies compofed of men 
accuftomed to live with frugality, and to obey 
their juft commanders with fubmiftion; and 
who befides were as fimple in their expences, as 
noble and magnanimous by the elevation of their 
fentiments, made only fiich moderate ufe of mo¬ 
ney, as real occafions directed: and they would 
have thought it more lhameful for them to 
flatter their foldiers, than to fear the enemy. 

In Sylla’s time things were much changed. The 
Generals, who had no thoughts but of carrying 
the firft rank by force, and not of raifing them- 
felves to it by merit, and Handing more in need 
of arms againft each other, than againft the 
enemies of the State, were reduced to make 
their court to the troops, inftead of command- • , 
ing them with authority; and purchafing their 
fervice by donations that favoured their plea- 
fures, they fet to fale, and rendered venal, per¬ 
haps without thinking of it, the whole Com¬ 
monwealth ; making themfelves the flaves of 
the meaneft citizens, in order to domineer over 
thofe who deferved the moft efteem. This dif- 
order was the fource of all the evils that affii&ed 
Rome in thefe unhappy times; and Sylla ought 
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to be confidered as the perfon that contributed, 
moll to it: for it was his conftant maxim, to 
give with profufion to his troops, in order tc* 
ingratiate himfelf with, and bring over, thofc 
of his rivals. Thus corrupting the foldiers of 
the contrary party, of whom he made traitors, 
and his own troops by voluptuoulnels, he re¬ 
quired immenfe fums of money for effecting his- 
defigns. 

On the prefent occalion it was the defire of 
taking Athens, that made him Sole all regard 
for facred things. For this defire in him rofe 
even to great paifion: and to the public reafoiis- 
were added, the motive of perfonal refentment 
and revenge j becaufe Ariftion, whofe foul 
was made up of cruelty and infolence, caufeti 
him to be intuited from the walls by the moffc 
cutting inveftives. Sylla was of an high co-> 
four, and fpotted with a deep red in ieverai 
pairs of his face, which the Raillyers of Athene 
compared to a mulberry fprinkled with meal- 
They did not ip-are even his wife Metella, who 
was actually in his camp, a Lady entirely 
worthy of reipect, both for her birth and virtue 5 
and the was io much efteemed, that Sylla hav^ 
ing married her when he was juft elefted Con- 
ful, the People, who had judged him worthy 
of die firft office of the Commonwealth, be¬ 
lieved him fcarce worthy e£ being Metella’s 
hufband. And Sylla in effect had always the 
higheft regard for her; nor could die Atheni- 

OO * 

ans offend him in a more tender pointy than by 
infulting his wife. 

In this manner the Athenians fought: tri¬ 
fling difcourfe and fhallow pleafantries were 
their ufual arms. But Archelaus defended the 
Pirxus with vigour. As he had a great num¬ 
ber 
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ber of troops, and even more than Sylla, who 
befieged him, he made frequent Tallies with 
great bodies, that became almoft pitched battles. 
On one of thefe occafioris, the befieged having 
burnt one of the, covered galleries of the Ro¬ 
mans, and all the machines under it, Sylla pu- 
ftiihed the cohorts and centurions, that guarded 
it, feverely, and laid an ignominious penalty 
upon them, which was to continue till they had 
attended their difgrace by fome a&ion of valouf. 

It was not long before that happened: 2nd in ano¬ 
ther fally the lame troops having done wonders, 
and repul fed the enemy when almoft victorious, 
they were reinftated in all their rights. Archelaus 
in this laft aftion gave proofs of his braver^, 
perhaps beyond what fuifced the Governor of a 
befieged place. He not only came out with 
his troops, but feeing them prefled, and upon 
the point of flying, he endeavoured to revive 
their courage, and led them on again to battle, 
and perfifted fo obftihately in that defign, that 
the gates of the place being fhut, whilft He 
continued without, it was neceffary to draw him 
up with cords upon the walls. 

What gave Archelaus a great advantage fbfr 
holding out, was, that he had the fea open, 
and ctmfequently could receive provifions, am¬ 
munition* and frelh troops as often as he had 
occafion. Sylla, to deprive him of that re- 
fource, difpatched Lucullus, with orders to go 
to the Kings arid States in the alliance of Rome, 
to demand lliips, and afiemble a fleet. Lucul¬ 
lus met with many obftacles and delays * and 
before he could execute his commiffion, Sylla 
had time to compleat his enterprize. 

During the whole courfe of the fiege, he had 
often received very good and ufeful intelligence 

I I3 from 
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ae^c 6 ?;’ fr° m ^ r2US - Two (laves, who were (hut up 5 

7 ' in the place, no doubt in hopes of a great re¬ 
ward, wrote upon balls of lead all that they 
could collect of the defigns formed by the be- 
fieged, and then threw thofe balls with (lings 
into the camp of the Romans. Sylla more 
than once made ufe of thefe informations, and 
particularly to prevent Archelaus from fending 
FovAr.i in convoys into the city, where the famine was 
Allans, exceffive. A meafure of wheat, containing 

little more than four bulhels, was fold for a 
thoufand drachma’s (about twenty-five pounds). 
Many were reduced to gather the herbage, that 
grew about the walls, or to boil leather and 
flioes in water for a miferable fubfiftence. 


There were even fome, who fupported them- 
felves upon human fiefh, and ate the dead bo¬ 
dies, with which the city abounded. 

ArifAcnu- But w ^ at aggravated the fenfe of the publick 
gar as no - calamities to excefs, was, that whilft the citizens 
thing kut were perifhing with famine, the tyrant Ariftion 

fea(ied 5 and paffed whole days in drinking, 

» *? 
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nArxi'd taking his pleaiure, and diverting himfelf with 
buz’krn io his inmates. For four days he caufed a chccnix 
xd tsnzj of 0 f barley to be diliributed to each citizen, that 
jnmn&cr- ^ a mea r ure which icarce exceeds the tenth part 
1 ^ of a bufhel, a nourifhment hardly fufficient for 

poultry*, and the Prieftefs of Minerva having 
alked of him a very fmall meafure of wheat, 
he fent her fome pepper: However, he would 
not hear a word of putting an end to fo hor¬ 
rible a calamity, by furrendering to the Ro¬ 
mans ; and the Priefts and Senators having 
come to him to beg, that he would take com¬ 
panion on the city, and a(k to capitulate, he 
ordered them to be fired upon. At length he 

refolved to depute two or three of his loofe 

companions 
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companions to Sylla, who, half drunk, inftead 
of difcourfe fuitable to the conjuncture, amufed 
themfelves with boafting the glory of- Athens, 
and with citing Thefeus, Codrus, and the tro¬ 
phies of Marathon and Salamina. The Roman 
General heard them with the utmoft contempt: 

Go, replied he, you happy and glorious mortals \ 
repeat all this fine talk in your fchools . As to me> 

I did not com hither to learn your Hifiory, but to 
reduce rebels. 

In this manner did the miferable Ariftion y he dl is 
compleat the ills he had brought upon Athens, taken by 
by reducing that unfortunate city to be taken A*®*. ‘ 
by force. For fome old men of the city, in 
talking about the prefent ftate of affairs, and 
obferving, that the tyrant was extremely weak 
in not carefully guarding a certain place, where 
the enemy might enter with eafe, their difcourfe ■ 
was catched up by fpies, and related to the 
Roman General, who did not negleCt the in¬ 
formation. He went himfelf to examine the 
place mentioned, and having found it to be 
really very weak, he caufed it to be attacked 
in the night, and carried it. When his troops 
were got into the place, he caufed a great 
length of the wall, between two gates, to be 
demolifhed, and then marched in with all his 
troops in order of battle, with the found of 
trumpets and the other inftruments of wan 
The city was abandoned to be plundered, and 
to all the fury of the troops. The daughter 
was fo great, that it was computed, not by the 
number of the dead, but the ground overflowed 
with blood, which was flill fhewn in Plutarch’s 
time. And befide thofe, who perifhed by the 
fword of the conquerors, there were many 
who killed themfelves to avoid furviving their 

country, 
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Country, which they did not doubt, biit Syils. 
' would order to be deftroyed. Athens Was taken 
on the firft of March, of the year in which Ma¬ 
rius having made himfelf Conful for the (t- 
venth time, at the end of feventeen days was 
fucceeded by L. Valerius Flaccus. 
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C. MaAius VII. and after his de&h 
L. Valerius Flaccus. 

L. Cornelius Cinna II. 

Sylla, who was naturally exceffive in hl§ 
anger and revenge, was but too much inclined 
to derriolifh Athens. But fome of the moft 
illuftrious Athenians, whom their fidelity for 
the Romans had reduced to banifh themfelves, 
throwing themielves at his feet, arid conjuring 
him with tears to take compaffion upon their 
unfortunate country, and all the Roman Sena¬ 
tors, who were in his camp, joining With them 
ii> their requeft, he fuffered himfelf to be pre¬ 
vailed upon ; and after having prailed the an¬ 
cient Athenians, he concluded With faying* 
“ That he pardoned a great number of enemies 
in regard to a lmall number of faithful 
allies, and the living in regard to the dead.” 
The (laves were fold: the citizens had not only 
their lives fpared, but the liberty of their per- 
fcns. Sylla afterwards was well pleafed with 
having acted with clemency in refpedt to fo 
famoils a city: and he confidered his having 
been matter of his paffion on this occafioh 
amongft the peculiar favours of the gods. The 
misfortunes of Athens concluded in effedt with 
the fiege: but it was with great difficulty that 
(he railed her head after fo rude a blow, and 
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fhe did not recover her ancient fpkndor till 6 ^- 
lons: after. 

Ariftkfn had rightly conceived that he had Arifiim u 
no favour to hope \ and as foon as he faw the taken in 
city taken he retired into the citadel. It was ihe J ita ^ 
neceffary to befiege him there : but at length t0 
the want of water and provifions having forced Plut. in 
him to furrender, he received the juft reward s X lia & 
of his crimes, and was put to death, with all Appian * 
t'hofe who had been the inftruments of his 
tyranny. 

The Piraeus, where Archelaus continued, ThePiraw 
Hill held out. That brave commander difputed taktn and 
the ground inch by inch, perpetually 'railing 
new works in the place of thole demolished 
by the enemy. This, according to Floras, he 
executed fix times : and it was not till after the 
fixth wall was taken by the Romans, whofe 
valour augmented in proportion to difficulties, 
that Atchelaus abandoned the Piraeus, keep¬ 
ing however the pod of Munychia upon the 
fea. Sylla, who had no fleet, did not attempt 
to attack him there $ befides which, other af¬ 
fairs called him elfewhere, However, before 
he quitted Attica, he burnt the Piraeus, with¬ 
out fparing thofe fo much boafted Arfenals, 
which were capable of containing all that was 
neceffary for the equipment of a thoufand {hips. 

He had fo few forces, that not being able to 
garrifon that place, it would not [have been 
prudent to leave it in a condition to harbour 
the enemy again* whom he had driven out 
of it with fo much difficulty. As foon there- Sy/la 
fore as he had feeured himfelf behind, by the marches 
taking of Athens, and the deftruftion of the 
Piraeus, he marched towards Boeotia, in order ^ Mitbru 

tO dates. 
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aLi^c 666 " t0 meet Generals °f Mithridates, who ad- 

‘ yanced again 1 ! him by forced marches. 

We have faid that Mithridates had fent, un¬ 
der one of his fons called Arcathias, a nume¬ 
rous army to enter Greece by the way of Thrace 
and Macedonia. That army had been augment¬ 
ed by Thracian troops, who, under Dromiche- 
tes, a Prince of their blood royal, had joined 
Arcathias, This was a kind of torrent that de¬ 
luged Macedonia, Epirus, and all the North of 
Greece. Arcathias dying of difeafe,. Taxiles 
took upon him the command in his ftead, and 

had entered Phocis, when Sylla fet out from 
Attica. Taxiles had with him an hundred 
thoufand foot, ten thoufand horfe, and ninety 
chariots armed with fcythes. The Roman army 
was far from being numerous: it confifted only 
of fixteen thoufand five hundred Romans, that 
is, of fifteen thoufand infantry, and fifteen 
hundred horfe ; and with the aid furnifhed by 
different States of Greece, it did not amount to 
a third of the army of Mithridates. 

Accordingly Plutarch obferves, that many 
blamed Sylla’s conduct in quitting Attica, a 
rough country, broken with vallies and moun¬ 
tains, to enter the plains of Boeotia, where the 
enemy’s forces had all the room, that was ne- 
ceffary, for extending themfelves. But a Gene¬ 
ral muft have more than one objed: in view. 
In the firft place, Sylla had a fupreme contempt 
for thofe Barbarians, and believed himfelf fure 
of beating them every where: in the fecond, 
he could not fubfift in Attica, which was bar¬ 
ren, and fhut up on the fide of the fea by the 
fleet of Archelaus. Laftly, he wanted to meet 
Hortenfius, one of his Lieutenant-Generals, a 

brave 
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.brave and enterprizing man, who was marching A 
from Theffaly to join him with a fmall rein- ^ 
forcement, and who might eaGly be furrounded 
by the enemy. Sylla fucceeded in every thing : 
he joined Hortenfius, and incamped advan- 
tageoufly upon an eminence in the mkUl of 
a fruitful plain, at the foot of which ran a 
rivulet. 

Notwithflanding the fmall number of Ro¬ 
mans, Archelaus, who had repaired to the camp 
of Taxiles, would not hazard a battle. His 
plan was, to cut off the enemy’s provifions, and 
to reduce him by protraftion. But the other 
Generals, flufhed by the fuperiority of their 
numbers, would not hearken to fuch wife coun- 
fel; and drawing up their troops in battle, they 
covered the plains with men, arms, horfes, and 
chariots. As this army wascompofed of many 
different nations, that fpoke different languages, 
their different cries uniting together, had fome- 
thing terrible in them. Their very pomp and 
magnificence made a glitter, that was not with¬ 
out effect, and was capable of increafing difmay; 
and thofe glaring arms adorned with orna¬ 
ments of gold and filver, the lively colours of 
the Median and Scythian vefts, intermingled 
with the luftre of polifhed fteel and brafs, emit¬ 
ted a radiance like daffies of lightning, which 
joined with the various motions of fo many 
thoufand men, dazzled the fight, and ftruck 
the mind with terror. 

This objedt made an impreflion on the Ro¬ 
mans : they clofed up towards their camp, de¬ 
clining battle} and Sylla, who was afraid to 
force them in their prefent difcouragement, 
was obliged to fuffer the derifion and infults 
of the Barbarians. He was much affedted with 

them ; 
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•A. r. 666 . them; and however, nothing proved more to 
Am. c. 86 . ^.5 advantage> p or thofe troops, who were 

ill-difciplined, and having many commanders, 
obeyed none properly, grew more and more 
irregular, through the contempt they conceived 
for°the Romans; and difperfing to plunder, 
whole bodies of them removed fometimes feve- 
ral days march from their camp, Not only 
the country felt thefe ravages, but towns were 
taken and plundered: and Sylla, in del'pair to 
fee an ally’s country deftroyed without being 
able to prevent it, conceived an expedient to 
induce his folaiers to defire a battle. He fet 
them at work to turn the courfe of the Cephifus, 
and to dig vaft trenches, granting them neither 
exemption nor relaxation, and punilhing fuch 
as behaved remifsly with feverity, in order that 
through difguft for thefe laborious works they 
might prefer dangers. 

And this accordingly happened; for on the 
third day, whilft Sylla was vifiting the wopks, 

they railed a cry to demand to be led on to 
banle. He affected not to incline to hear them, 
and obferved, that their cry did not argue their 
defire to fight, but only their defire not to work. 
But as they continued to prefs, Well , faid he, if 
you are really far ufirg your arms , there is a poft , 
which it is necejfary for us to occupy. In faying 
thofe words he pointed to a fteep hill, advan¬ 
tageous for the fituation of a camp, towards 
which Archelaus was actually moving in order 
to feize it. Sylla prevented him, with the 
affiftance of the ardor he had known how to ex¬ 
cite in his troops. 

Chaeronsa, Plutarch’s country, was then ia 

great danger: for Archelaus having miffed his 

aim, drew off directlv for that city, in which 

there 
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{here were no troops capable of its defence. 6 ^‘ 

A body of Chseronean troops ferved in the Ro¬ 
man army, whofe officers, obferving the danger 
of their country, apprized Sylla of it. He per¬ 
mitted them to go- to the aid of it, and at the 
fame time detached a Tribune at the head of a 
legion with that defign, who executed his Ge¬ 
neral’s order with luch expedition, that he arriv¬ 
ed even before the troops of Chseronaea: and 
the aid was more expeditious than thole who 
had occafion for affiftance. 

It was near this city that the battle was at Battle of 
Jaft fought. The ground was advantageous for Cbetronaw. 
{he Romans. Archelaus had quitted the plain, 
and was encamped in a poll of difficult accefs, 
no doubt becauie he ftill intended to decline 
fighting. But whilft the view of placing him- 
felf fo as to be fecure from any attacks cn- 
grofled him, he drew two difad vantages upop 
himfelf * the firft was, that in a broken country 
he could not make all his troops aft together $ 
and the fecond, that being entirely furrounded 
by precipices, if he Ihould happen to be pulhed, 
it was impoffible for him to make a retreat, 
and his troops once giving way, had no room 
either to form themfelves again, or to fall back 
in good order. 

Sylla took the advantage of his enemy's 
fault; and having approached Chseronasa to call 
in the detachment he had fent thither, he march¬ 
ed direftly up to the Barbarians, refolving to 
attack them, notwithftanding the difficulty of 
the places. One poll occupied by the enemy, 
gave him pain : it was a very iteep hill, which 
Plutarch calls Thurium. But it is a great ad¬ 
vantage to a General to have the People of the 
country, in which he makes war, on his fide. 

Two 
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Antfc 6 S6 TW0 Ch^ron^an officers informed him, that 

' they knew a fecret way, by which they could 
afcend, without being perceived, to the top 
over the heads of the enemy > and that with 
a very fmall number of foldiers they would 
undertake to drive them from that poll. Sylla 
after that affurance, drew up his army in bat¬ 
tle, diftributed the horle upon the two wings, 
taking upon himfelf the command of the right, 
and giving the left to Munena. He formed a 
body of referve, compofed of a number of 
chofen cohorts, under the command of Sulpi- 
cius and Hortenfius, to whom he recommended 
great vigilance to prevent the enemy from fur¬ 
rounding fome part of his army, in effect of 
their multitude. 

In the mean time the Barbarians alfo drew 
up in order of battle, endeavouring to extend 
themfelves beyond the Romans, and to inclofe 
them. That inftant they heard the cries, and 
perceived the diforder of their troops, polled 
upon the hill Thurium, the twoChaeronaeans had 
executed their promife with bravery and fuccefs. 
The enemies in their furprize had made no de¬ 
fence, nor thought of any thing but flight. 
Three thoufand of them perifhed, either by 
their own fpears, in falling from the precipices, 
or by the fwords of the victors. Of thofe who 
efcaped into the plain, part were cut to pieces 
by Murasna, and the reft having thrown them¬ 
felves upon the line of battle, put it into eon- 
fufion, and confiderably retarded the operations 
of their Generals. Sylla perceived this, and 
immediately croffing the ipace that feparated 
him from the enemy, he polled himfelf fo near 
their front ranks, that the waggons, armed with 
fcythes, had not the room that was neceflary for 

‘ their 
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The Romans made a {port of repulfing them, 
and only laughing, called out for more with 
loud cries, as if they had been at a ftiew of 
chariot races in the Circus. 

t 

The infantry then engaged. The Barbarians 
were armed and drawn up in the Macedonian 
manner with long fpears, and in a very deep 
phalanx. At the head of them the Romans 
found fifteen thoufand flaves, made free, and 
armed by the order of Mithridates * fo that a 
Centurion cried out, that they were in the Sa¬ 
turnalia. Every body knows, that thofe were 
feftival days, during which, flaves enjoyed the 
privileges of liberty. Thofe flaves however 
fought better than could be expe&ed from fuch 
kind of troops •, and the Roman infantry would 
have found it difficult to break them, if a 
Jhower of arrows, dilcharged at a diftance, had 
pot difordered and difconcerted them. 

Whilft this paffed in the centre, Archelaus 

extended his right to furround Murena, Hor- 
tenfius, who obferved this movement, advanced 
with his referred cohorts to take that General 
in flank. But Archelaus having made two 
thoufand horfe, that were with him, wheel 
about, put Hortenfius into very great danger, 
and was very near cutting off his communication 
with the reft of the army, when Sylla, who 
carefully watched every thing, flew to his aid. 
Archelaus knew who it was, apd immediately 
changing his defign, attacked the right wing of 
the Romans, expefting to find no great diffi¬ 
culty with them in their General’s abfence : 
and at the fame time Taxiles advanced againft 
Jvl urena. On the cries of the combatapts, which 
Vol. X. I were 
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their motion and rapidity \ fo that they came on 
flowly, and were not capable of any effeft. 
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5 - were heard on both Tides at once, and were alfo 
' multiplied by the ecchoes of the mountains, 
Sylla was in doubt for feme time on which fide 
to turn. But he prefently determined to refume 
his port, and fent Hortenfius, whom he had 
juft difengaged, to Murena’s aid. Sylla, on 
arriving at the right, found his troops in good 
order, and his prefence encouraged them fo 
much, that they immediately put the enemy to 
fight. He again repaired to the left, which 
he alfo found victorious. The two wings of 
the Barbarians being thus routed, the centre was 
eafily forced, and the flight became general, 
Moft of them fled towards their camp, which 
was the only retreat they had. F or, as we have 
obferved, they were entirely furrounded with 
rocks and precipices. Archelaus, who had 
made thither with the firft, perfifted obftinately 
in the ill-timed endeavour to make them return 
to battle. They accordingly faced about. But 
being then preffed between the Romans, who 
purfued them, and the camp, that was clofed 
againft them •, befides which, being in difmav, 
and diforder, and not being able to diftinguifh 
either their commanders or enfigns, they only 
made ineffeftual efforts, and were foon obliged 
to turn their backs again, and to intreat to be 
admitted into their camp. Archelaus caufed 
the gates of it to be opened-, but too late. 
The Romans entered pellmell with them, made 
an horrible (laughter, took the camp, and ren¬ 
dered their victory compleat. Of that infinite 
multitude fcaFce ten thoufand efcaped to Chai¬ 
ns with Archelaus: the reft either perifhed, or 
were taken prifoners. But what tranfcends all 
belief, is the little lofs fo great a victory coft 
the Romans. Sylla wrote in his Memoirs, that 

ho 
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he found only fourteen foidiers miffing, and 
that even two of them returned in the evening. 

Can one believe, that an hundred thoufand men 
fhould fuffer themfelves to be put to die J word 
without killing more than twelve of the enemy? 

Should it be true, as was fufpefted, that Arche* 

Jaus betrayed his matter, and held intelligence 
with the Romans, the thing would (till be im¬ 
probable ^ and k is more natural to think, that 
Sylla, whole darling notion it was, to have 
himfelf confidered as fortunate, has in this place 
been more ftudious of the marvellous, than of 
the true. And it is certain, that he was for hav* 
ing the very trophies he erected upon the field, 
evidence, his good fortune as much as his ability: 
and it was for this reafon, that he dedicated 
them not only to Mars and thegaddels of Vic* 
tory, but to Venus. 

It was at this time, that he reimhurfed the 
temples of Olympia and Delphi; but at the 
expence of the Thebans, half of whole terri¬ 
tory he confifcated to the ufe of Jupiter and 
Apollo. He had foon an occaGon of gaining 
a fecond vi&ory, ftill more glorious than the 
former. For Mithridates, who had made im- New army 
menfe levies, had an army in readiaefs of four- 
fcore thoufand men, which he caufed to fet 
out under the command of Dorylaus, as foon 
as he received advice of the defeat at Chaeronea, 

The new General joined Archelaus at Chalcis, 
and they entered Bceotia together, from whence 
Sylla had fee out for Theflaly, in order to 
meet Flaccus. This Flaccus was aduallyCon- 
ful, having been raifed to that office by China* 
after the death of Marius, as we have faid be¬ 
fore: and he was come to Greece with an army, 
under pretext of making war againft Mithrida- 

1 2 tes. 
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tes, but in reality to make it againft Sylla, 
The fuuarion, in which Sylla then found him-: 
felf, was entirely Angular, and perhaps is the 
only one of the kind. He faw himfelf upon 
the point of having upon his hands at one and 
the fame time, a Roman army, and that of 
Mithridates. But he never doubted either his 
fuperiority over all the enemies that fliouldcome 
againft him, or his good fortune : and having 
received advice, that Flaccus was preparing to 
pafs the fea, he marched to meet him, and was 
already arrived near Melitteum, a city ofThef- 
faly, when the news of Dorylaus’s entrance in¬ 
to Bceotia obliged him to march back dire&Iy. 
He found him incamped with Archelaus before 
Orchomenus, in a flat open country, which 
gave them room to extend themfelves, and to 
ule their cavalry, in which they were much fu- 
perior to the Romans. 

Dorylaus was for fighting, and would not 
hearken to the remonftrances of Archelaus, who 
endeavoured to diffwade him, not even diffem- 
bling his fufpicions of a General’s condudf, who 
at the head of an army of more than an hun¬ 
dred thoufand men, had fuffered himfelf to be 
beaten by an enemy much inferior. But when 
he had experienced in a flight aftion what the 
Romans were capable of doing, he changed his 
note, and conceived, that his Collegue’s opinion 
was the refult of prudence. However, a nume¬ 
rous cavalry, and a level and fpacious ground, 
gave great reafons to hope. But Sylla knew 
how to deprive them or thofe advantages by 
the method he ufed for attacking them. 

The plain of Orchomenus was bounded by 
mar (lies: Sylla undertook to draw lines here 
with redoubts from fpace to fpace, in order to 

fhur. 
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jfhut in the enemy on the fide next the martties, ^ t R ‘ c 6 ^ 
and deprive them of the ufe of the plain. Ar- 
chelaus perfectly comprehended the Roman 
General’s defign, and refolved, at any price, 
to prevent him from compleating his works: 
accordingly he quitted his camp, and drew up Frcntin. 
his troops in order of battle. Sylla alfo drew ^j rata S* 
up his army in three lines, and ordered thofe, 
who were polled in the front of the fecond line, 
tofixftrong palifades before each of them very 
near one another. In effedt, when the enemy’s 
armed carriages began to approach with impe- 
tuofity, he made his front line retire behind that 
palifade, by which the carriages were flopped, 
and became entirely ufelefs. 

However, the cavalry of the Barbarians vigo- P'ut. In 
roufly attacked thofe, who guarded the works. s F lla » & 
They could not fuftain the charge: and having A PP iaru 
been put to flight, communicated their diforder 
and confufion, even to the body of troops, that 
were to fupport them. All gave way and fled. 

Sylla flattened thither, and demounting from 
his horie, took an enfign, and advancing to¬ 
wards the enemy, he cried out to his troops. 

For my part, it is glorious to die here: For yours, 
if you Jhould be ajked , where you abandoned your 
General , remember you fay , at Orchomehus. This 
reproach, and the example of the General, re¬ 
animated the flying troops j at the fame time 
two cohorts of the right wing arrived : and 
with that aid Sylla having repulfed the enemy, 
contented himfelf with that advantage, and 
continued his works. 

The Barbarians foon returned to the charge 
in better order than at firft. The battle was 
obflinate; till the Archers finding themfelves 
preffed by the Romans, made ufe of their ar- 
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rows, as fwords, in clofe fight, 
victory declared for Sylla: the Barbarians were 
forced to regain their camp, with the lofs of 
fifteen thoufand men, amongft whom was the 
fon-in-law of Archelaus. 

Sylla, in confequence of thefe fucceffes, car¬ 
ried on his lines continually; and was already 
within an hundred and twenty paces of the ene¬ 
my's camp. The latter, enraged to fee them- 
felves fhut up by an enemy, lefs numerous than 
their own, tried a new effort, but with ftill 
Worfe fuecefs than the former. The Romans 
not contented with having repulfed them, at-' 
tacked the camp, and carried it fword in hand. 
The conquered had no retreat but on the fide 
of the marfhes, where fo great a number of them 
perifhed, that Plutarch tells us, in his time, al- 
moft two hundred years after this battle, bows, 
helmets, pieces of armour, and fwords of the 
Barbarians, were found in the mudf Archelaus 
lay hid two days ia.the marfhes, and afterwards 
efcaped to Chalcis, where he employed himfclf 
in re-affembling the remains of his two defeats. 
Sylla returned into Thefiaiy to take up his 
winter-quarters; and, as he had no news of 
Lucullus, he refolved to build fhips himfclf; 
rightly perceiving, that he could not purfue his 
advantages, and compleat his victory, without 
a fleet. 

Lucullus had not been prevented by negli¬ 
gence from the fpeedy execution of his impor¬ 
tant commiffion. Various obffacles retarded his 
aftivity, He let out from Athens with a few 
light veffels, and having happily paffed through 
the enemy’s fleet, he arrived firlt in Crete, and 
afterwards at Cyrene. On his arrival at the 
latter place, he found every thing in diforder. 

We 
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We have related in the 656th year, that Ptolo- ^ c R q 6 f 6 \ 
my Aplon* the laft King of Cyrene, had left 
his dominions, by will, to the Romans, who, 
inftead of taking pofieffion of them, had given 
the Cyrenseans their liberty, exacting only a 
fmall tribute from them. The Cyrenaeans, ac- 
cuftomed to the government of Kings, could 
not govern themfelves: feditions, cruel * tyran¬ 
ny, mufthers of tyrants, revival of factions, 
all the direful efFe£is of liberty degenerated into 
licence, in their turns, alternately harraffed that 
miferable city. It was torn to pieces by the 
diffentions of the principal citizens, when Lii- 
ciillus landed there. Before they gave him the 
fliips he demarlded, they conjured him to re- 
eftablifh tranquility and good order amohgft 
them. He could not deny hirtifelf to fo jUfl a 
requeft. He found them in a fuuation that 
promifed fuccefs. For in former times, that 
Feople having defied the fame thing of Plato, 

* A woman, wbofi con* par titular accounts of thkfe 
rage and zeal for her country fads, which Plutarch hat 
J'eemed to the Greeks to merit preferred in his treatife upon 
the grratffi praifes, though the Virtues of womeri, beihg 
thofi foil intents induced hit- to fsytigh to m} fubjtQ, I con- 
commit the thofi atVocious tfht mjjelf with a tranfient 
things, delivered Cyrene from mention of them here . tin, 
two tyrants t one of whom heroines name was Areta- 
Was hey . h alb and, and Ike philr. But what dots hey ho 
other hey fon-in-law\ She lefi honour than her {wage, 
formed and executed alone, is, that after having proved 
nstwith/landing a ihoufand the fuperhrity of her genius 
okfaclts , filch hazardous de- by theje two great (feds of 
figns. She firfi made her fan- it , though invited to Jhart in 
in-law kill her hu/band, tho the government of the city, 
the tyrant's own brother. And Jhe confined herfif to the ufual 
of towards, when he Jhe wed occupations of her Jex, con - 
himjelf as cruel as his brother tented to fie her country bijoy 
had been, jhe caufed him to the liberty Jht had a quired it. 
be defiroyed in his turn . The 
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that Philofopher anfwered,- It was hardly pof- 
fible to give them laws in the (late of profpe- 
rity they enjoyed. ( a ) And indeed nothing is 
more difficult to govern and controul than man, 
when flufhed with good fortune; and nothing, 
on the contrary, more fupple and docile, when 
dejected by diftrefs and difgrace. It was this, 
that difpoied the Cyrenseans on the prefent oc- 
cafion to fubmit voluntarily to the decrees of 
Lucuilus. He refided fome time amongft 
them; and having re-inftated the laws of their 
ancient Legiflators, and added regulations that 
fuited the emergencies of their prefent affairs, 
he put to fea again, and landed in Egypt. He 
had a bad voyage. Many of his fhips were 
either taken or funk by the Pirates, who began 
to infeft all thofe feas. Lucuilus efcaped, and 
arrived at Alexandria. 

Ptolomy Lathyrus then reigned there. That 
Prince gave Lucuilus the beft reception, and 
paid him all poffible deference. But appre¬ 
hending without doubt the too'^Sfifeat power of 
the Romans, and fecretly favouring in Mithri- 
dates the defender of the common caufe of 
Kings, he refufed to have any (hare in the war 
againft him, and only gave Lucuilus fome vef- 
fels to convoy him to Cyprus. The Roman 
in confequence was reduced to draw together 
what fhips he could get from the maritime 
cities of Afia. The Rhodians feconded him 
with all the magnanimity and fidelity, of which 
they had already given fuch great proofs. Their 
fleet united with the fhips he had affembled 
from different places, enabled him to keep the 
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iEge^n fea, in order to facilitate Sylla’s.paffage a. r. 66t- 
into Afia, who, during this interval, had gained Ant * cs6 ' 
the two victories of Chseronea and Orchome- 
nus, and purged Greece of the troops and Ge¬ 
nerals of Mithridates. 

The affairs of that Prince did not go well fetrarchs 
in Afia. The vidories of Sylla had re-animated °f 
the Roman party in that great country; and Q r a 
Mithridates, from endeavouring to remedy th t p ut todeatb 
-evil by every kind of cruelty, had only aug- by outer of 
mented it. He had began by fecuring the Mit&ri- 
.perfons of all he fufpeded. Amongft the reft 
he had either fent for, or engaged to come to 
him, the Tetrarchs of the Gaiio-Graecians, with 
their children and relations, to the number of 
• fixty. Thofe Princes, feeing themfelves re¬ 
moved from their country, ftridly guarded, and 
treated with extreme rigour, confpired againft 
him. Their plot was difeovered; and they 
•were all maffacred, except three, whoefcaped 
with great difficulty, one of whom was the 
famous Dejet .rus. Mithridates feized their 
, treafures, put garrifons into their cities, and 
fent Eumachus to govern Gallo-Grascia in his 
name, and under his authority. But the three 
. Princes, who had efcaped his cruelty, foon aft 
fembled their ancient fubjeds under their ban- 
. ners. They drove out Eumachus, and re-pof- 
fefled themfelves of the whole country. 

The Ifle of Chio alfo experienced the moft <f/ ;e 9 j- 

horrible treatment from Mithridates. He kept Cbio treat ¬ 
'll mind the veffel of that country, which had “1 cruelly* 

■ ran foul of his at the fiege of Rhodes. Befides 
which it appeared, that the Romans had a 


He firft confif- 


it appeared, 

ftrong party in this ifland. 
rated the eftates of feveral, who had fled to 

He then fent Commiffioners to 


Sylla’s camp. 


make 
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a. r. 666 . make enquiries after fuch as were fufpe&ed of 

' favouring the Romans. And iaftly, he inclu¬ 
ded the whole city: and Zenobius having fail- 

-ed to the ifland by hi$ orders, with trOops ieern- 
ingly intended for Greece, made himfelf ffiafter, 
during the night, both of the walls, and all the 
important pofts. The next day he afiembled 
the inhabitants, acquainted them with the King's 
lufpicions of them, and added, that to purge 
themfelves, it was neceffary to deliver up their 
arms, and give the children of the principal 
citizens for hoftages. They were reduced to 
obey ; believing at lead, as they were flattered, 
that Mithridatts would be thereby appeafed, 
and would require no more. But a letter from 
that Prince foon Ihewed them, they were de¬ 
ceived in their hopes. He reproached them 
with adhering to the Romans. He reprefemed 
the accident of the fhip, af> a defign formed 
and almoft executed againft his perfon. In 
confequence he declared, that his Council had 
judged them worthy of death; but however, 
that he would vouchfafe to be fatisfied with a 
fine of two thoufand talents (about three hurt- 
dred thoufand pounds). The people in their 
alarm implored the King’s clemency, and de¬ 
li red to fend an embaffy to him. But Zeno¬ 
bius refuting that, they found themfelves re¬ 
duced to take all the ornaments of their wives, 
and even of their temples, to make up the fum 
impofed: Zenobius again, with new perfidy, 
pretended there was fomething wanting of the 
weight: and under thrt pretext he fummoned 
them again to the Theatre, which was the place 
of alTembly in the Grecian cities. He there 
lurrounded them with armed men, and made 
them embark on board fhips to be tranfported 

to 


* 
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to Colchis, fetting the women and children afide, 
who were thereby expofed to the infults and 
violences of the Barbarians, into whofe hands 
they were delivered. The unhappy Chians 
found however fom’e relief in their misfortunes 
from the compafiion of the people of Heradea 
their friends and allies. For when the fhips, 
that carried them, were palling before that 
city, the people fuddenly came out, feized the 
captives, whom they took great care to affirm* 
ble, and kept them, till Mithridates having 
abandoned Afia, in effeft of the peace with 
Sy 11 a, they were at liberty to return to their 
own country. 

Zenobius was not long before he differed the R#uoh of 
punifhment of his cruelty. Having undertaken/’*'*™* 
to treat the city of Ephefus as he had done that 
of Chio, he fell into his own fnare *, and the 
Ephefians were not only upon their guard tieafMi- 
againft furprize, but they furprized the traitor tbridat*. 
himfeif, and having thrown him into prifon, Ap?iao “ 
put him to death. This example was followed 
by feveral other great cities of thofe parts, who 
drove out the Governors of Mithridates *, fo 
that he was obliged to employ force for re¬ 
ducing them. And dreadful was it for thofe 
who fell into his hands: againft whom no ri¬ 
gour was fpared. At the fame time, to pre¬ 
vent the like revolts in the countries that dill 
obeyed him, he granted the debtors remiffion 
of their debts, (laves liberty, and ftrangers the 
freedom in the cities, where they were fettled : 
concluding he fhould thereby make himfeif 
creatures, that would continue more affuredly 
faithful to him, as a change of matter would 
inevitably deprive them of the advantages they 
enjoyed from him. All thefe rigours, and 

mea fares 



124 Cornelius, Papirius, Confuls 

* * *;■ meafures of good policy* could not prevent the 

* forming of feveral conipiracies againft him, on 
the occafion of which he caufed fixteen hundred 
perfons to be put to death in the different cities 
of Afia. In this manner were the Afiatics pu- 
nifhed by Mithridates himfelf for their infideli¬ 
ty to the Romans. Sylla compleated the re¬ 
venge : and in particular, the inftruments of 
Mithridates’s cruelties either perifhed by the or¬ 
ders of the Roman General, prevented punifti- 
ment by a voluntary death, or banifhed them- 
ielves by flying into Pontus. But this did not 

happen till afterwards. 


A. R- 66*r. 
Ant. C. 85. 
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K?gcca- As to the time of which we are {peaking, 
tim fa on Mithridates, alarmed by the entire defeat of two 
^^ ■^'fuch great armies, as thofe he had fent into 

Greece, gave Archelaus orders to open a nego- 
ur~ rxzitb ciation with Sylla, who received the firft over¬ 
tures of it with great joy. Cinna and Carbo 
exercifed in Rome an unjuft and cruel tyranny 
againft all the molt illuftrious citizens : and 
molt of them, obliged to fly, had no other 
afylum but Sylla’s camp, to which they repair¬ 
ed in fo great a number, that they almoft form¬ 
ed a Senate there. That General was in confe- 
quence greatly perplexed. He could neither 
rcfolve to leave lo many great perfons, and his 

country itlelf, under oppreflion, nor abandon 

the war with Mithridates, which he had fo hap¬ 
pily began. Whiift he was under this anxiety, 
the demand of a conference by Archelaus feem- 
ed the moft favourable circumftance he could 

He embraced the occafion j and the 


hope. 


two 
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two Generals had an interview at Delium, a city 
of Boeotia, upon thefea-coaft. 

The Cappadocian perfectly knew Sylla’s per¬ 
plexity, and was at firft for taking advantage, 
of it. He therefore propofed to him to think 
no further of Afia, but to return into Italy, 
whither his affairs recalled him; promifing him 
all the aid he could defire, money, men, and 
ihips. Sylla, whofe haughty fpirit was infi¬ 
nitely offended by fuch a propofal, did not 
fhew at firft what he thought of it, but invited 
Archelaus in his turn to abandon Mithridates, 
and to make himfelf King in his ftead : and he 
offered to affift him in that defign, if he would 
deliver tip the fleet he commanded to him. 
Archelaus cried out, that he was incapable of 
treafon. How, refumed the Roman, you, who 
are a Cappadocian, and the Jlave, or, if you will 
the friend of a Barbarian King, do you think a 

Crown too dearly pur chafed by infidelity ? And, 
having to do with a Roman General, and Sylla, 
dare you talk to him of treafon ? Are you not that 
Archelaus , who, out of an army of fix-fcore thou- 
fand men, fear ce faved enough to fecure your flight ; 
who Jmce lay hid two days in the marfhes of Or - 
cbomenus, and left the plains of Bceotia covered 
with your fain ? 

Archelaus, (truck with this thundering an- 
fwer, changed his tone, and, throwing himfelf 
at Sylla’s feet, implored him to put an end to 
the war, and to make peace with Mithridates. 
I confent to it, replied Sylla : and provided your 
Mafler will deliver up the fleet under your com¬ 
mand, will releafe all the pr if oners he has taken 
from us, and the fugitive faves ; will fend home 
the People of Chio, and all the ref he has trans¬ 
planted into Pontus ; will withdraw his garrifons 


A. R, if 7. 
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A. R. 667 *garrifons from all the places^ except ihofehepoffeffed 
^ a * 5 'before be broke bis treaties with us ; will defray 

all our expenses in this war \ and laftly r will con¬ 
fine bimfelf within the kingdom of bis ancefiors, I 
hope to obtain bis pardon from the Roman People. 
Archeiaus made no objections: and it was 
agreed, that Mithridates Jfhould abandon Afia, 
properly fo called, and Paphlagonia; fnould 
reftore Bithynia to Nicomedes, and Cappado¬ 
cia to Ariobarzanes *, Qiould pay the Romans 
two thoufand talents, (about three hundred 
thoufand pounds) and give them fcventy {hips 
equipped for war: and that Sylla on his fide 
fliould confirm to him the poffeffion of his an-* 
cient dominions, and fliould caufe him to be ac¬ 
knowledged the ally of the Romans. 

Such was the purport of the treaty •, which 

Mithridates was not in hade to ratify. The 
conditions mud have feemed very hard to him, 
and it may be fuppofed with probability enough, 
that the arrival of Flaccus in Greece gave him 
hopes *, and that he was for feeing, whether 
thofe two Roman Generals would make war up¬ 
on each other, and thereby enable him either to 
reinftate his affairs, or at lead to obtain a lefs 
difad van tageous peace. 

jF hecus Flaccus had landed in Greece with two le- 

l-.ndi in gions, either at the end of the preceding year, 
Gra££ - or the beginning of this: and we have Cinna’s 

cornmiffion, as we have faid, to take upon him 
the command of the war, in Sylla’s place, 
who had been declared an enemy of the Com¬ 
monwealth. But it was eafier to pafs fueh a de¬ 
cree, than to put it in execution •, especially by 
the minidration of Flaccus, the mod unfit of ail 
mankind to overcome Sylla, and fupply his place. 
He was very ignorant in the art of war, and 

had 
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had all the faults that could excite hatred in the*- R - 66 ?‘ 

Ant. C. 8 c* 

troops-, infatiable avarice, that extended even His\ba- 
to defrauding the foldiers of their pay, and en- racier . 
grafting as n\uch as poflSble, the whole plunder ^PP ian - 
to himfelf ^ bcfides which, his command was^ h ^’ 
capricious and fantaftic, attended with exceF fiiod. 
five rigour in punifhments. It had not been apti 
fafe for a General of his charter even to ap- YaIes - 
proach too near Sy 11a ^ and Flaccys experren- 
ced it immediately after his arrival. For a de*- 
tachment, which he had fent into Theflaly, 
went over to his adverfary’s camp: and if all 
the reft of his army did not do the fame, it 
was on Fimbria’s account, who had been apt- 
pointed his Lieutenant-General, in order to 
iupply his want of capacity. 

Fimbria knew war, and had nothing of the Cbarasier 

mean avarice, and odious cruelty of his Gene- of Fimbria,, 
ral: he even gave into the contrary excefs, and hii LieuU ~ 
foothed the foldiery by an indulgence entirely nant% 
repugnant to good difcipline. Befides which, 
he was the moft audacious, ralh and infolent of 
mankind. We have feen an inftance of what 
he was capable, in the affaflination of Scaevola 
at the funeral of Marius. It was hard for a 
good underftanding to fubfift between two fuch 
men as Fkccus and Fimbria. Flaccus hated 
his Lieutenant: Fimbria defpifed his General: 
and both had re-afon for their fentiments of each 
other. 

They however agreed in removing from Di/ cor j 
Sylla; and having crofted Macedonia and between 
Thrace, arrived at Byzantium, in order to go Flaccus 
from thence into Afia, and purfue Mithridates. 

Here their mifunderftanding broke out t Flac- murder of 
cus had entered the city, and made his troops Fiacw. 
encamp without. Upon that Fimbria caballed 

with 
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R ^' 6 ^* with the foldiers: he perfwaded them, that 
'' their General had taken money from the By¬ 
zantines to exempt them from quartering the 
army; and that he little regarded the troops 
being expofed to the injuries of the weather, 
whilft he diverted himfelf at his eafe in commo¬ 
dious houfes. This difcourfe had its effed: and 
the foldiers taking arms entered the city, killed 
the firft they met, and took up their quarters in 
the houfes. 

Other differences arofe between Flaccus and 
Fimbria, either upon the occafion of the latter 5 s 
permitting the troops to plunder friend and 
enemy indifferently, or of other lefs important 
fubjeds. At length things were carried to fuch 
an height, that Fimbria, who believed himfelf 
necefiary, threatened to retire. Flaccus inraged, 
anfwered, that he would make him do fo, and 
immediately broke him, and gave Thermus his 
employment: and foon after, through great im** 
prudence, hepaffed the ftraits to go toChalcedon. 
Fimbria took the advantage of his abfence to 
prefent himfelf to the troops. He at firft en¬ 
deavoured to move them by taking a mourn¬ 
ful leave, and afking them for letters to their re* 
lations and friends at Rome and in Italy. After¬ 
wards affuming more boldnefs, he took pains 
to inflame their refentment againft a cruel and 
avaricious General •, pretending that he had been 
iil-ufed folely on account of his affedion for 
them. When he faw, that every thing he faid 
was well received, he afcended the Tribunal, 
from whence he made an invedive in form 


againft Flaccus, and exhorted the foldiers tQ 
diftruft him as a man capable of betraying them, 
and delivering them up to Mithridates for money. 
In effect, he incenfed them to fuch a degree, that 
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they drove away Thermus, and acknowledged a.r. 66 7 . 
Fimbria for their commander. On the news Ant,C ‘ 3 ‘ 

of fo furious a (edition, Flaccus haftened back. 

■ 

But the time was paft: the evil was now too 
great to admit a remedy: and he was reduced 
to retire as faft as poffible, being even let down 
oyer the walls. Fimbria firft purfued him to 
Chalccdon, and then to Nicomedia. In this 
laft city having found him hid in a well, he 
caufed him to be taken out, and killed. Af¬ 
terwards, as if the murder of his General had 
been a title for fucceeding him, he took upon 
him the command of the army. 

Sylla in the mean time was advancing through ad ' 
Theffaly and Macedonia towards the Helle- ^ 

fpont, having Archelaus with him, whom he Hellefpont . 
highly careffed, and took very great care of in Sufpidons 

a dangerous illnefs, which feized that Cappa-*^ r ^ 
docian General near LariiTa. This regard of au ' 
Sylla for Archelaus, the prefent he made him of 
ten thoufand acres of land in the ide of Euboea, 
and fome other circumftances gave birth to, or 
confirmed, the fufpicions already conceived, 
that there had been fomecollufion between them 
from the battle of Chaeronea. Sylla did not ad¬ 
mit this; and even refuted the report that had 
been fpread on this fubjeft in his Memoirs. It, 
is not poffible for us to determine what to think 
of it. But it is certain, that Sylla pofleffed in 
an high degree, and exercifed upon all occa- 
fions, the talent of debauching the creatures, 
officers, and foldiers of thofe with whom he 
made war. 

However it were, on this march he received Aafaer 
the anfwer of Mithridates, who acquiefced to °f Muhn- 
moft of the conditions of the Treaty, but was 

for keeping Paphlagonia, and abfolutely refufed ntjs of 

Vol. X. K totyfo. 
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a . r . 667. to deliver up his (hips. The Ambaffadors 
Aai. c. % y that the King might have obtained bet¬ 

ter terms from Fimbria, if he had applied to 
him. That comparifon touched Sylla to the 
quick*, and far from admitting the propofed 
reftrictions, Wb&t do you fay, replied he to the. 
Ambaffadors *, does your m after trifle with us 
about Papblagonia, and a few fhips ; he, who, 
in my opinion, ought to thank me upon bis knees for 
having him the right-hand , with which he ftgned 
the order for maffacring an hundred thoufand Ro¬ 
mans. Let him not mention Fimbria to me . I 
am going to rffta, where I Jhall at the fame 
time cbaftife Fimbria, and fora Mitbridates to 
change bis note. Archelaus, who was prelent 
at this audience, threw himfclf at Sylla’s feet, 
imploring him with tears to calm his rage, and 
offering to go himfclf to Mithridates. 77/ 
make him ratify the whole treaty, faid he, or kill 
myfdf before bis face . This proves, which I 
obftrve in my way, that Archelaus did not ap¬ 
prehend, that Mithridates had any fufpicion of 
his fidelity. He accordingly fet out, and Sylla 
moved towards Thrace, to check the incurfions 
made by the people of that country into Ma¬ 
cedonia, 


Fimbria Fimbria very much promoted the conclufion 
rcducts of the Treaty by the vigorous meafures he took, 
Mi t bn da- againft Mithridates. That Prince had appoint- 
tes to ex- ^ one 0 f h ls f on5 0 f h; s own nara€ t0 defend 


dancer. Bithynia, and had given him three of his molt 

illuftrious Generals, Taxiies, Diophantes, and 
Menander, for his Council. Young Mithri- 


dates had at firft fome (light advantage over 
Fimbria * but being foon driven out of the field, 
he was reduced to fiy to Pergamus to his father, 
and to abandon the whole country to the viflor. 



Fimbria 


t 
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Fimbria loft no time 5 and having marched di- A * R * 667, 
reftljr to Pcrgamus, he obliged the King of Ant> ' 5 ‘ 
Pofttus to quit that city with precipitation, and 
to retire to Pitana upon the fea. The Roman 
purfued him thither again ; and having befieg- 
ed him on the land-fide, as he had no Ibips, he 
fent to Lucullus, who was then with his fleet in 
the iEgean Sea, to come and fhut up the port 
of Pitana ; reprefenting to him, that Mithrida¬ 
tes Could not efcape them, and that they Ihould 
jointly have the glory of taking the greateft 
enemy of Romfc prifoner, and of terminating 
the War by an exploit, that would eclipfe thole 
of Sylla. It had been all over with Mithrida- 
tes, if Lucullus had given in to this propofal: 

Bur, whether out of attachment to Sylla, whom 
he would not deprive of his conqueft, or aver- 
fion to Fimbria, whofe wickednefs gave him 
horror, he refufed to join in that projeft, and 
Mithridates went by fea to Mitylene. 


L. Cornelius Cinna IV. a.r. 66*. 
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In fo great an extremity, that Prince per- MithrUa- 
ceived he had no other refource left, than to tnufolvei 
conclude the peace with Sylla. Archelaus was t0 C0 ™M. 
fent back to that General, to declare, that Mi- /£ 7 pj u ^ n 
thridates fubmitted, and only demanded an in- Syll. & 
terview. It was near the city of Philippi, that Appian. 
Archelaus found Sylla, who continued his 
march to Seftos. There Lucullus, who was 
mafter of the fea, and lay at Abydos, took the 
army on board his fleet/* 

K 2 
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Mithridates and Sylla met near Dardanum in' 
Tctir 'ir.- the country of Troas, each at the head of their 

troops, but at fome diftance, having brought 
but lew attendants to the place of interview. 
The King advanced to meet the Proconful, 
and offered him his hand. Sylla, before he 
received that compliment, afked him, whether 
he would execute the articles concluded with 
Archelaus. 


fome 


Mithridates having kept filence 
time, Speak, faid the Roman‘to him: 
It is for him , a-bo afks an interview, to explain 

bimfelf, /Is to the viRor, it fuffices for him to 
give ear. Mithridates then undertook to juftify 
himfelf, and to lay all that happened, partly 
upon fate, and partly upon the mifeonduft of 
the Romans themfelves. I have heard fay , re¬ 
fumed Sylla, that you were a good orator \ but 
you have now given me a great proof of it, in 
finding fpecious colours for fo bad a caufe as yours. 
He then refuted all his arguments, reproached 
him with all his cruelties, and concluded his 
difeourfe with afking him again, whether he 
would adhere to ail that Archelaus had promi- 
ied on his behalf. Mithridates having anfwered 
that he fubmitud to it •, Sylla then gave him 
his hand, and embraced him. At the fame 
time he prefented Nicomedes and Ariobarzanes 
to him, whom he had brought with him in 
order to their reconciliation. Mithridates im¬ 
mediately executed the conditions of the treaty, 
delivered up to Sylla feventy rtiips of war, re¬ 
lated the Roman prifoners, paid the fum 
ftipulated, that is, two, or, as fome fay, three 
thouland talents, and returned into the King¬ 
dom of Pontus *, having derived no other ad¬ 
vantage from his vaft and ambitious enterprizes, 
but a (tort-lived power, that vanilhed like a 

dream. 
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dream, and of which nothing real remained, A * R * 66g * 
but the infinite calamities he had occafioned to Ant * C ‘ ?4 ’ 
a great part of the Univerfe. 

Sylla had now to vindicate himfelf to his fol- Sylia 
dier 


s 


cc 


in refpect to the peace he had juft con -Mips 
eluded. They thought it ftrange to fuffer the 
moft cruel enemy of the Roman name to re- f or having 
turn in fafety to his dominions, with the riches made peace 
of Afia, that he had plundered and laid under™ 7 '* 
contribution, during four years. Thefe mur-p*™ 
murs having reached the Generals ears, he svli. 
thought it incumbent on him not to negleft 
them i and having aflembled his army, he re- 
prefented, 46 that it would have been impoffiblc 
“ for him to fuftain a war at the fame time 
“ againft Mithridates and Fimbria *, and that 
“ he had been reduced to come to an accom- 
u modation with one enemy, in order to be 
in a condition to cope with the other.” 
Accordingly, he began his march to attack 
Fimbria, who was encamped near Thyatira in 
Lydia. 

Though that General had not been Sylla’s^ P ur f ues 

r \ ?• • j rr " ^ rmbrta y 

perfonal enemy, his crimes and oppreiiions cua^ rf „ 
not deferve to pafs with impunity. He had duces him 
abufed his victory by all the infolence, that fuc- to kill him- 

cels and fuperiority uiually infpire in bafe and^*^ 
inhuman minds. He exhorted iiis troops in 
perfon to plunder and ravage the countries: 
he exacted great fums from the cities, which he 
diftributed amongft his foldiers. If any one 
made refiftance, alter having taken it, he caufed 
it to be plundered *, and fuch in particular was 

the fate of Nicomedia. Fie entered Cyzicuin 

as a friend : but he had fcarce been received Dio apud 
into it, when he picked a quarrel with the Vales * 
richcft inhabitants, and pretended that they 
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deferved 
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a. r 66 s. deferved death. Accordingly, he condemned 
L ’ 4 and executed two to terrify the reft, and in 
that manner obliged the unfortunate Cyzicenians 
to give up all they had for the ranfom of their 
lives. His cruelty was fo horrible, that, ac¬ 
cording to Dio, having one day caufed many 
erodes to be erected, as the number of them 

Dio ibid, exceeded that of the perfons to be executed, 

he caufed thofe that remained to be fupplied at 
a venture out of the fpe&ators. 

Appian. The city of IIion experienced his fury and 

barbarity above all the reft. The inhabitants, 
on his approach, had applied to Sylla, who, 
being then at a great diftance, could only prp- 
mife them his protection. This was an unpar¬ 
donable crime with Fimbria. Accordingly, as 
foon as he was mafter of the city, whether he 
had taken it by force, or had ufed treachery in 
order to his being received into it as a friend 
and ally (for the thing is related both ways) 
he gave orders to put all to the fword, with¬ 
out regard to fex or age: he burnt and de~ 
molifhed the walls, boufes, and temples, with¬ 
out fparing that of Minerva: and the day after 
that cruel execution, he even carefully infpecied 
whether there were any building remaining of 
that unfortunate city. It is faid, that the Pair 
heium was preferved in this general deftru&ion, 
having been buried and hid in the ruins. This 
Palladium muft have been oddly multiplied, to 
have been carried off by Diomedes, during' the 
liege of Troy, brought to Italy by /Eneas, and 
again found at Ikon, at the time of which we 

are fpeaking. It was alio Ihewn in other 
places. 


Fimbria 
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Fimbria expe&ed, by alt thefe plunderings, 
that enriched his foldiers, to have gained their 
affe&ion. He was deceived, and found, to his 
ooft, that to give troops all kinds of licence 
is a bad method of fecuring their fidelity. As 
foon as Sylla appeared in fight of his camp, 
and had fummoned him to refign the command 
of the army, to which he had no right, the 
defertion began, and Fimbria faw himfelf in 
danger of being intirely abandoned. He how¬ 
ever anfwered haughtily, that it was Sylla him¬ 
felf, that had no legal authority, having been 
declared the enemy of the commonwealth: 
and he prepared to make a vigorous defence. 

But his foldiers openly refufed to fight with 
their fellow-citizens. He fpared no kind of 
arguments and intreaties to move them. He 
threw himfelf at their feet; he conjured them 
with tears not to deliver him up to his enemy, 
and went from tent to tent to make his fad 
lamentations to the officers. None hearkened 
to him, not even of thofe, who had gained 
moft by his robberies, and who before had 
profeffed the greateft affeftion for him. In his 
defpair, he tried to get Sylla affaffinated. But 
the Have, who was to give the blow, was dis¬ 
covered. At laft, having no refource, he de¬ 
manded an interview. Sylla would not fee 
him, and fent an officer to him, called Ru- 
tilius. The Vile become very abjett and hum¬ 
ble, when in danger-. Fimbria defeended fo far 
as to beg for pardon, excufing himfelf, on ac¬ 
count of his youth. Rutilius anfwered, that if 
he would quit Afia, Sylla would grant him his 
permiffion. Fimbria apparently did not rely 
much upon that promife-, and faying, that 
he had a better way for extricating himfelf oitt 

K 4 of 
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a. R. 66 $. 0 f all his misfortunes, he retired to Pergamus, 
* 8 "' and there in the temple of iEfculapius, (tabbed 
himfclf with his fword. The wound was not 

mortal, and a {lave, at his requeft, put an end 
to his life, and afterwards killed himfelf on 
the body of his matter. His freedmen, hav¬ 
ing afcrd permiflion to pay him their Jaft 
duty, Sylla confented *, declaring that he would 
not imitate Marius and Cinna, who had car¬ 
ried their cruelty beyond their enemies lives, 
and had refufed them burial. Fimbria 5 s army 
fubmitted to Sylla, who in confequence was 
now Idle arbiter of AGa and Greece. 

Ei'fcf.ti- His firft care was to write to the Senate and 
cr: .ff , People of Rome, to give them an account of 

^'Ttke~ ^ IS ex p'°* ts anc ^ victories *, affefting ignorance 
v.&ty. of the decree, by which he had been declared an 

enemy to his country. At the fame time he ap¬ 
pointed Curio to reinftate Nicomedes and Ario- 
barzanes upon their Thrones: and as for him¬ 
felf, he mace the diftribution of puniftiments 
and rewards in the provinces, he had juft re¬ 
conquered, his employment. He found much 
lets to reward than punifh. Ilion, Chios, Mag- 
nefia, the Rhodians, and Lycians were the only 
States, which having either fuffered much from 
Mithridates, or (hewn an inviolable fidelity for 
the Romans, feemed to deferve either to be re- 



eftablilhed, or honoured with more diftinguifh* 

ed privileges. All the other People and cities 

had rendered themfelves culpable in refpeft to 

the Romans; and to punilh them, Sylla began 

by ciftributing his Legions throughout Afia; 

with orders, that his foldiers fhould not only be 

Quartered, but (hould each receive fixteen 
* 

drachmas (abcuc eight fhillings) a day, and the 
centurions fifty; (about five and twenty fhillings) 

and 





Cornelius, Papirius, Confuls. 


J 3 7 


and themfelves, and fuch of their friends as a. r» 66s. 
they fhould invite, to be entertained, with two Ant * 
habits, one for the houfe, and the other to wear 
abroad. His defign was, in punilhing the re¬ 
bels, to gratify his foldiers, and fix them in his 
intereft. He fucceeded *, but he introduced 
luxury and debauchery amongft them •, and 
enervated by the.pleafures of thofe rich coun¬ 
tries, they carried back to Rome the vices to 
which they had accuftomed themfelves in Afia. 

We have this remark from (a) Salluft, “ Sylla’s 
foldiers, fays he, treated with an indulgence 
contrary to the maxims of our anceftors, ener¬ 
vated themfelves in a country, abounding 
with pleafures, of all kinds, and which the 
idlenefs they enjoyed, induced them to pur- 
fue. It was there, that the Roman armies 
“ learnt to abandon themfelves ro the exceffes 
u of debauch and drunkennefs; to conceive a 
“ tafte for ftatues, paintings, and fculptures; to 
u rob not only particulars of thofe ornaments, 

“ but cities and the temples of the gods ♦, in 
iC a word, to plunder without regard to facred 

Afia in all times had been 


cc 


cc 


(C 


cc 


cc 


cc 


“ or profane.** 
fatal to the manners of the Romans. 


From 


their firft entering it under the command of 
Scipio Afiaticus*, Livy confirms the fame cor¬ 
ruption mentioned here by Salluft. 


(a) L. Sulla exercitum, 
quem in Alia duftaverat, 
quo fibi fidum faceret, con¬ 
tra morem majorum lux- 
uriose nimifque liberaliter 
habuerat. Loca amoena, vo- 
luptaria, facile in otio ferocis 
militum animos molliverant. 
Jbi primum infuevit exercitus 


Romanus amare, potare, 
figna, tabulas piftas, vafa 
crelata mirari, ea privatim 
ac publice rapere, facra pro- 
fanaque omnia polluere. Sal - 
lujl. Catil. c . 11 . ' 

* See Vcl, VII. de Sc ip! one 
dfiat. 


The 
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A. R. 66S. 
Ant* C. 


Appian. 


The quartering of the foldiers by Sylla’s or¬ 
ders in the manner we have juft related, was the 
common punfthment of all the cities of Afia. 

But thofe who had fignalized their attachment 
for Mithridates,'and their enmity for the Ro¬ 
mans, were punifhed with peculiar rigour, and 
efpeciaily Ephefus, which through a bafe and 
infamous adulation of the King of Pontus, had 
contemptuoufly pulled down the monuments, 
which the Romans had confccrated in their 
temples. Sylla alfo condemned the (laves made 
free by Mithridates to their former ft ate : and 
as their number was very great, many a (Tern- 
bled in bodies, and defended themfelves ill 
arms; and this was a new occafion for treating 
the cities with rigour, of which they had made 
themfelves mafters. Some of them were dif- 
mantled, and the inhabitants reduced into cap¬ 


tivity. 

He Jim And laftly, Sylla fummoned the Deputies 

of all Afia to Ephefus, made them a long 

latent* ^P eec ^ repeated by Appian, in which he at 

firft expatiated upon the benefits the AfiaticS 

had received from the Romans, and the in¬ 
gratitude with which they had been repaid. He 
reproached them in particular with the horrid 
{laughter, that had been made of fo many 
thoufand Romans. He added that fuch enor¬ 
mous crimes deferved the moft fevere revenge ; 
but in confideration for the Grecian name, and 
the ancient alliance, he would only exa<ft from 
them the immediate payment of the duties 
and tributes of five years. Plutarch makes 
the fum then impofed by Sylla, amount to 
twenty thoufand talents, which is about three 
I hit. in millions fterling. Happily for Afia, Lucullua 
Iscnllo. was charged with levying them *, and though 

he 



Cornelius, Papirius, Confute. 139 

he was obliged to execute thefe rigorous orders, 6 jj** 
he tempered the feverity of them as much as u * ** 
poflible by his lenity and moderation. This 
was alfo lucky for Lucullus himfelf, who in 
effe& of this commiffion was abfent from Italy, 
during the time that Sylla was purfuing the 
party of Marius, and thereby had no fhare in 
the horrors of the civil war. 

Another fcourge then afflifted Afia: this The Pi- 
was the Pirates, who began then to become rates ra- 
formidable. Mithridates, who held intelligence ***£ tk l 
with them, gave himfelf no trouble to defend Afia. 
a country from their ineurfions, of which heAppian. 
was foon to be deprived. Sylla had the fame 
indifference, though whilft he was upon the 
fpot they had the audacity to attack and take 
feveral confiderable cities, as Jaffus, Samos, 
Clazomene, and Samothracia, the temple of 
which lafl they plundered, and carried off its 
riches to the amount of a thoufand talents, (a- 
bout an hundred and fifty thoufand pounds.) 

He thought perhaps, that Afia well deferved 
what it fuffered; or rather being obliged to 
return to Italy, he was unwilling to engage in a 
pew enterprize, that did not appear abfolutely 
neceffary, and might retard him a great while. 

He therefore left Muraena in Afia, with the 
legions that had ferved under Fipnbria: and fet 
out from Ephefus with thofe, with whom he 
had gained fo many viftorics. 

Perhaps (a) there is nothing more worthy of 
praife in the whole life of Sylla, than the tran¬ 
quillity, 

(0) Vi* quidquam in Sulla? fiderent, ceque illaturum 
operibus clariqs duxerim, fe bellum iis diflimulavit, 
quam qijod, quum per nec quod era! in manibus 
rriennium Cinnanas Ma- omifitj exiftimavitque ante 
uan^que partes Italiam ob^- frangendum hoflem, quam 

ul- 
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a. r. 66S. q U J[lity 5 with which he left himfelf time to 
'Treft' ^terminate the war with Mithridates glorioufly, 
re nee gi- whilft his perfonal interefts recalled him to Italy. 
v/afySj/-The faftion of Marius and Cinna had had the 

^Mates' fwa y m P- ome during three years •, and Sylla, 
to bis pri- neither ever diffembled his defign to make war 
vateinur- againft it, nor abandoned that he had upon his 
'A hands. He however believed it incumbent upon 

him to crufh the enemy, before he took revenge 
of the citizens; and to deliver the Empire from 
the danger, that threatened it from the ftranger, 
before he attacked his perfonal enemies (a). 
Plutarch compares him in this point to thofe 
couragious dogs, which never let go their hold, 
and which when ftruck and even wounded, do 
not quit the adverfary they have faftened on, 
till they have brought him down. 

Sylla in three days failing arrived from 
Ephefus at the Pirseus. During his flay there, 
he purchafea the library of Appellicon, in 
which were included the originals of Ari- 
ftotle’s works. The reader will permit me to * 

refer 


nlcifcendum civum ; repul- 
toque externo metu, ubi 
quod alienum e£Tec viciiTet, 
iuperaret quod era: domelb- 
cum. Veil II. 14. 

(a) KxSxVip ci ymzi 01 
*?;£', tz an»; 73 C 

7 t,j Aaou •ztlrtooi r, 7' arrx- 

I • _ 

yurtrzt azuzil*' Plut. in 
compar. Lyfandri & Suite. 

* I tnvji take notice, that 
we are here to urJerfiand 
only the originals, or Arifto- 
tie's own manufcripls , which 
Mr. Roliin mentions after 
Strabo in feme thing too gene¬ 
ral a manner. It is net pof- 
fihlt to believe, that bit works 


continued abflutely unknown 
from the time of his death , 
But the originals were in 
Appellicon s library , and per - 
baps federal trails, that bad 
not appeared in pub lick. In 
conference the tdition of them 
taken at Rome from the ma- 
nuferipts , brought thither by 
Sylla, was both more autben- 
tick , and more compleat , 
than the preceding ones. I 
borrow theft remarks from 
a book printed at Paris in 
the year 1717, intituled A- 
menites de la Critique : The 
Trealures of Criticifm, in 
which the fact I am jpeak- 

3 
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refer him in refpeft to this fad, to what is faid A - R - w* 
of it in the ancient hiftory. From Athens Ant * C * S4 ‘ 
Sylla took his route by land through Theffaly He . 

and part of Macedonia, and arrived at Dyr- pares to 
rachium, where whilft he was preparing to go return into 
to Italy, Plutarch tells us, a fatyr was brought p^'*. 
to him, that had been found afleep. It does g^* m 
not fuit our plan to dwell upon a fa ft of this 
kind, which muft be fabulous, or mifreprefent- 
ed through ignorance or impofture. But be¬ 
fore we follow Sylla to Italy, we muft refume 
our account of what pafled there, whilft he was 
imployed in the war againft Mithridates. 


tng of is treated , and is 
difcuffed with abundance of 
care , but perhaps with a 


little too much feverity in 
refptfl to Strabo^ a mojl ju¬ 
dicious and fenfble writer . 
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BOOK THE THIRTY THIRD. 



THE 

ROMAN HISTORY. 


W HICH contains what pafied at Rome 

and in Italy in the abfence of Sylla, his 
war afterwards with Marius’s fa&ion •, the pro- 
fcriptions, Di&atorfliip, and death of Sylla. 
It a!fo includes Murena’s fhorc war with Mi- 
thridates. All thefe fafts pafs in the fpace of 
lefs than nine years* from the year 666 to 
674. 


SECT. I. 

Univerfal bankruptcy. Unjuft law of Valerius 
Flaccus. Alteration cf the fpecies of coin. 
Decree to fix them. Fraud of Marius Gra - 
tidianus. Pcmpey accufed of peculation on ac¬ 
count of his father. His charaEler. The 
beauty of his p erf on in his youth. He had pre¬ 

sented bis father's army from quitting him. 
Confers. Sylla s letters to the Senate. The 
Senate's Deputation to Sylla . The Confuls aft 

fernble 


HS 


CONTENTS. 

femble great forces. China's death. Carlo 
remains foie ConfuL Carlo is for exacting 
Hojlages from the cities of Italy, Conflancy of 
Cajlricius, Magiflrate of Placentia. Ad¬ 
ventures of Craffus, He makes fome move- 
merits in Spain. Metdlus Pius driven out of 
Africa, retires to Liguria, and afterwards 
joins Sylla . Decree of the Senate for di/band¬ 
ing all the armies. Preparations of the Con - 
fius againft Sylla. Affeftion of Sylla's foldiers 
for their General. Sylla lands in Italy, and 
advances as far as Campanid without oppo - 
fition. Defeat of Norbanus. 7 ‘he capitol 

burnt. Cethegus goes over to Sylla . Treachery 
cf Verves to Car bo. Sylla debauches Scipio's 
army. Sertorius goes to Spain. Carlo's faying 
concerning Sylla. Saying of Sylla to Craffus. 
Pompey at the age of twenty-three, raifes an 
army of three legions. ■ His firft victories. He 
joins Sylla, who pays him great honours. An¬ 
tipathy between Pompey and Craffus. Mo- 
defly and deference of Pompey for Metellus 
Pius. Carlo Confttl for the third time with 
Marius the younger. I"he Praetor Fabius is 
burnt in his palace at Utica. Advantages 
gained by Sylla's Lieutenants . He makes a 
treaty with the States of Italy. His confidence. 
Mctjfacres decreed by the Conful Marius, and 
executed by Damafippius. Death of Sc<evola , 
the Pont if ex Maximus* Battle of Sacriportus, 
in which Marius is defeated by Sylla. Siege 
of Pranefte . Sylla is received into Rome. In¬ 
effectual efforts to fucconr Pranefte. Nor- 

banns and Carlo abandon Italy. Laft battle 
at the gates of Rome, between Sylla and the 
Samnites. Sylla's change of manners. Six 
tboufand prifeners maffacred by his orders. 

Rome 
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Rome filled with murders. Profcription . 

Catilina's cruelties. Horrible punijhment of 
Marins Gratidianus. Oppianicus gratifies his 
private revenge under the colour of the pro¬ 
fcription. Cato , at fourteen years of age> is 
for killing Sylla. C<efar profcribed , and faved 
by the inter ceffion of powerful friends. Sylla 7 s 
words upon that occaftan. End of the fiege 
of Pr^nefte. Young Marius's death. Sylla 
affumes the furname of Happy. Majfacre 
ey.ecuted by Sylla in Pr^nefte. Cities pre¬ 
fer ibed, fold , and demo lifted by Sylla. Pompey 
is font into Sicily to purfue the remains of the 
conquered party. Car bo 7 s death. Death of 
Serav.us. Lenity of Pompey . Generofity of 
St brains. Pompey's entirely laudable conduit 
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D URING the interval that elapfed from the 
death of Marius to Sylla’s return into Ita¬ 
ly, the city of Rome enjoyed a kind of calm, 
being tyrannized over only by one of the two 
factions, that tore the Commonwealth. Ba- 


Uniwrfsl 

* 

beriruzt- 
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A <11- zf 

; T / 
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nifhments and oppreffions compelled the prin¬ 
cipal Senators to fly and difperfe into different 
retreats, efpecialiy Sylla’s camp. But there 
were no battles between the citizens. 

Another calamity, unaoubedly lefs deplora¬ 
ble than a civil war, but however very great in 
itlclf, arfficted the city and date: this was the 
ruin or the publick credit, and an univerfal 
bankruptcy. In the midft of the continual 
alarms and di ft ruffs, which prevailed at Rome, 
it is eaiy to luppofe, that people kept their purfes 

fhutj 
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ihut, and that money became fcarce. Befides 
which the lofs of Afia, taken by Mithridates 
from the Romans, induced the ruin of a great 
number of citizens, Tax-farmers general, and 
others, who had fettlements in that rich Pro¬ 
vince. The effects of this were fenfibly felt at 
Rome(X). “ For it cannot happen,” as Cicero 
obferves, u fpeaking of the faft in queftion, 

that the fortunes of many fhould be ruined in 
u a State, without involving a greater number 
“ in the fame calamity.” Thus no body 
paid ; and all commerce and bufinefs were at a 
ftand: and the Conful Flaccus, inftead of re¬ 
medying the evil, authorized and augmented it v # eH h** 
in paffing a law, by which debtors fhould not 23. 

be obliged to pay more than a fourth of what 
they owed to their creditors. This law has 
with reafon been deemed infamous, for abo- 
lifhing the faith of contrafts, upon which all 
human fociety is founded : and Velleius ob¬ 
ferves, that the author of it himfelf was foon 
punifhed for it, being murdered the following 
year by Fimbria in Nicomedia, as we have re¬ 
lated abqve. 

The fcarcity of money, and the difficulty of 
payments occafioned thoughts of a remedy,. 
which is always dangerous: this was to alter the 
fpecies, and to change their value. The fuc- 
ceeding diminutions and augmentations became 
fo frequent, that no body knew what they were 
worth. The Tribunes of the People, and the 
Praetors, having affembled to deliberate upon 
that affair, drew up a decree, by which they 
fixed the value of the fpecies; and they agreed 


(a) Non poffunt una in 
civitate multi rem atque 
fortunas amittere, uc non 

Vol. X. 


plures fecum in eandem 
calamitatem trahant, Pro 

L. iManih n% 19* 

L after 
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after dinner to go in a body to the Tribunal of 
Harangues, and to publifh their decree all to¬ 
gether. But M. Marius Gratidianus, one of 
rhe Praetors, and nephew of the famous Marius, 
on the breaking up of this little Council, whilft 
the reft withdrew to their houfes, went to the 
Forum, and having publifhed the decree in 
his own name, engroffed the whole merit to 
himfelf of what had been deliberated in com¬ 
mon. 

The honour this decree did him with the 
multitude is incredible. Statues were eredted to 
him at the corners of every ftreet: and torches 
were lighted, and wine and incenfe offered, be¬ 
fore the ftatues, as if fome divinity were to be 
honoured. He affured himfelf, that he could 
not fail of the Confulfhip. But all thefe ad¬ 
vantages, which Gratidianus had acquired by 
his knavifh cunning, does not prevent Cicero 
from condemning him with the utmoft feverity. 
“ There (a) are, faid he, things that frequent- 
“ ly interfere in Councils, when the injuftice 
“ does not appear very atrocious, and the ad- 
“ vantage to be derived from it very great. 
<c In this cafe, for inftance, Gratidianus con- 

ceived it no great crime to rob his Collegues 
“ and the Tribunes of the People of the merit 
<c of this decree *, and it feemed a great point 
“ gained for attaining the Confulfhip, to which 
“ he flattered himfelf he fhould be raifed by 
“ this means. But there is a certain rule in all 

(a) Hsec funt qus con- magnum videtur —. . Sed 

turbant homines in delibera- omnium una regula eft, aut 
tione connunquam, quum illud quod utile videtur turpe 
id in quo violatur zeqnita?, neftt; aut ft turpe eft, ne 
non ita magr.um ; illud au'- videatur efte utile. Cic. de 
tern quod ex eo paritur per- Off III, 81. 

cc things j 
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things; which is, that what feems advan- 
“ tagious (hould never admit any thing bafe, 
“ or that nothing bafe fhould ever be. deemed 


“ advantagious.” 

It is in this year Freinfliemius dates with Pom PV 
much probability, the affair Pompey had tof^^ 
fuftain in defence of the memory and fortunes onaccount 


of his father. An accufer pretended, that of bu 
Pompeius Strabo had been guilty of peculation, 
and demanded that an enquiry fhould be raadepj^p" 
into his fortune for what he had embezzled 


from the publick. We have feen, that the 
conduft of that General had given but too juft 
foundation for fuch an accufation. Young 
Pompey was perfonally involved in this affair; 
but for mere trifles, fome hunting-nets, and 
books, which he was Paid to have received at 
the taking of Alculum. The moft famous 
orators of Rome fpoke for Pompey in this 
caufe, Philippus then confiderably advanced in 
years, Carbo, who was Conful the next year, 
and Hortenfius, whofe rifing fame already ob- 
fcured that of his predeceffors. Pompey him- 
felf, who was then but twenty years old, ac¬ 
quired great reputation by it. He had occafion 
to fpeak in it feveral times, which he did with 
infinite grace ; tempering the fire of youth with 
an air of gravity and maturity beyond his years. 

The Praetor Antiftius who prefided at the trial, 
was fo charmed with his behaviour, that during 
the profecution he concluded the marriage of his 
daughter with the young defendant. The thing 
was known, and when the Praetor paffed fen- 
tence in his favour, the whole People repeated 
the * acclamation ufed by the Romans in the * q; a i a fr iq% 
nuptial ceremony. The marriage actually took 
place, and Antiftia was Pompey’s wife. 

L 2 
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It was in confequence on this occafion, that 
Pompey received the firft proofs of the favour 
of the Roman People, which continually in* 
creafed afterwards, and followed him -not only 
during his life, but even beyond the grave. 
Chcraair Many qualities, fays Plutarch, acquired him 
of Psvtpty univerfal affedion; a wife and modeft be¬ 
haviour, great tafte and addrefs in military 
exercifes, a natural and infihuating eloquence* a 
charader of fidelity to engage confidence, and 
an obliging and eafy familiarity. For never 
did any one afk with lets importunity, nor ferve 
others with a better grace (a). He had the art 
of giving with humility, and of receiving with 
dignity. 

This is Plutarch’s pidure of Pompey. It is 
a pity, it is defective in point of truth with re- 
fped to the moft effentiai cir'cumftance: I mean 
integrity and fidelity. We fhall fee in his life 
many fads, that faifify this praife, the moft 
difficult of all to deferve for thofe who afpire 
at great eminence, and to fuftain in it. On the 
contrary it will appear, that he often fought only 
to preferve the outfide of probity-, but at bot¬ 
tom that he was a man on whofe friendftiip 
and profeffions no great dependance was to be 
had. 

The beauty I return to his youth, in which were united 
of bis per- t fi e reality of merit and the powerful recom- 

of all the graces of that time of 
life. His phyfiognomy was fweet and majeftic $ 
an air of fire entirely amiable denoted the moft 
noble and exalted fentiments. His very man¬ 
ner of throwing back his hair, the tender and 

(a) Tlpocr.i avro’j <ra*V tibrr&f hJ to csfttoi haf/.- 
*0 a>£7ra;r$i; o*- Cavorr©*. 

lively 
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lively caft of his eyes, had their reliftlefs charms. 
He was thought to refemble the ftatues of Alex¬ 
ander 5 and the name of that great conqueror 
was given him 5 and he was highly pleafed 
with it. The orator Philippus in 'pleading the 
caufe for him, of which I nave juft been fpeak- 
ing, laid, that no body ought to wonder if a 
Philip loved an Alexander. 

Pompey was formed by nature to be beloved 5 
and he no fooner appeared in the armies, than 
he won the hearts of the foldiery. His father 

very happily experienced this on a moft impor¬ 
tant occafion. When he was incamped in the 
view of Cinna, who was befieging Rome, as I 
related above, Cinna by his intrigues endeavour¬ 
ed to debauch the troops of his adyerfary. One 
L. Tereritius, who lay in the fame tent with 
young Pompey, was to kill him, and others were 
to fet fire to the General’s tent. Pompey had 
information given him of this vile deflgn at 
fupper, and was fo much mafter of himfelf as 
not to fhew any fign of trouble, nor to give 
Terentius, who was at the fame table, the leaft 
fufpicion : he even continued the entertainment 
with more gaiety than before. The time for 
going to bed being come, he ftole out of his 
tent, without being perceived by his compa¬ 
nion, and doubled the guard around that of his 
father. In the mean time Terentiys having got 
up, approached Pompey’s bed, and thruft his 
fword feveral times through it. At the fame 
inftant the reft of the confpirators raifed the 
army: and as the General was much hated, all 
were preparing to abandon him, and had ftruck 
their tents in order to fet out. Strabo did not 
dare to (hew himfelf. But his young fon run¬ 
ning throughout the whole army, endeavoured 

L 3 to 
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to appeafe the troops, and mingled tears with 
his intreaties. At laft finding he could not 
.move them, he laid himfelf down along the 
gate of the camp, declaring that if they would 
quit it, they mutt do fo by walking over his 
body. That fight touched them : and except 
eight hundred, who went to Cinna, all the reft 
remained faithful. Thefe are the moft remark- 

e 

able circumftances related by Plutarch concern¬ 
ing the beginnings of the great Pompey, We 
fhall foon fee him at the head of armies, a Ge¬ 
neral almoft before having been a foldier. 

QjjJsrs. The year 666 had Cenfors, who were L. 

Marcius Philippus, and M. Perperna. Thofe 
Cic. pro Magiftrates aded according to the didates of 
domo, 83, Cinna : and Philippus was not alhamed to ftrike 
§4 ‘ out of the lift of Senators Ap. Claudius his 

uncle, whofe merit was equal to his birth. But 
he had been accufed by a Tribune, and diveiled 
of the authority he exercifed, through hatred 
for his attachment to the party of the nobility 
and Sylla. And this was the occafion of his 
being degraded from the rank of Senator; a 
difgrace not to himfelf, but Philippus, who 
having accepted the Cenlbrlhip from the hands 
of the Tyrant of Rome, aded in confequence 
in fupport of the Tyranny. Thefe Cenfors 
numbered the citizens, who were found to 
amount to four hundred and fixty three thou? 
fand: a number much greater than in preceding 
times, no doubt in effed of the late incorpora¬ 
tion of the States of Italy into the freedom of 
Rome. They nominated L. Valerius Flaccus 
Prince of the Senate, who was of the fame fa? 
mily with the Conful. This nomination proves, 

that Scaurus, before Prince of the Senate, was 

4 # ^ • • * 

dead, 

3 
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dead. For the perfon, who had once received 
that honourable title, retained it during life. 

The following year, during which Cinna was a. r. 667. 
Conful for the third time with Carbo, letters tytta'jJet- 
came to Rome from Sylla, which fpread great the 
alarm there. That General, afrer the taking of Appian. 
Athens, and the vidories of Chaeronea and Civil. 1.1. 
Orchomenus, finding himfelf in a condition 
to make himfelf feared, wrote to the Senate 
a letter of complaint and reproach; retaining 
however the character of moderation he had 
hitherto piqued himfelf upon. He repeated all 
the fervices he had done the Commonwealth, 
as well from the time, when he had been only 
Queftor in the war of Numidia, as afterwards, 
in different ftations, againft the Cimbri, in 
Cilicia, in the war. with . the Allies, and laftly 
during his Gonfulfhip. He talked in an high 
ftrain of his rerent exploits againft Mithridates, 
and enumerated all the Provinces he had recon¬ 
quered from that Prince; Greece, Macedonia, 

Ionia, and Afia. He infilled particularly upon 
the afylum he had given in his camp to thofe 
illuftrious fugitives, whom the violences of 
Cinna had driven out of Rome and Italy. To 
fo many important fervices he oppofed the un¬ 
worthy treatment he had fuffered; his honour 
branded by a decree, that declared him m 
enemy to his country; his houfe ruined ; his 
friends malfacred ; and his wife and children re¬ 
duced to fly through athoufand dangers in queft 
of fafety with him. He concluded his letter with 
faying, that he was upon the point of return¬ 
ing to avenge both his friends and the Common¬ 
wealth, and to punifli the authors of fo many 
injuft ices and cruelties: but that all the other 

• 4 citizens. 
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citizens, old and new, had nothing to Fear oh 
his part. 

Sylla’s enemies had already made great pre¬ 
parations, and drawn . together fea and land 
forces, with provifions and ammunition, in 
order to be in a condition to oppofe .him, 
when he fhould repafs into Italy. They how¬ 
ever could not prevent his letter from being 
read in the Senate, and the difpofition of the 
Fathers to peace in effect. L. Valerius Flaccus, 
Prince of the Senate, made a fpeech on that 
head, to exhort that order to labour a reconci¬ 
liation of the two parties: and thofe in Sylla’s 
intereft, fuch as feared him, and all the perfons 
of worth in general, giving in to the advice of 
Flaccus, it was refolved to fend a deputation to 
Sylla, to defire him in the name of the Senate 
to condelcend to an accommodation with his ad- 


verfaries, and to promife him all the fecurity 
he could defire. 



A. R. 66$. 
{ irr/z'i 

diaih . 


The Senate alfo made theConfuls promife to 
raife no more troops, till Sylla had anfwered 
the propofals made to him: but far from keep¬ 
ing their word, having both caufed themfelves 
to be continued Confuls for the enfuing year, 
they made a tour throughout Italy, affembling 
troops, and tran[porting them with expedition 
to the coafts of Dalmatia, with defign to go 
from thence by land againft Sylla. Cinna’s 
deat&difconcerted this defign; which happen? 

ed in vie following manner. 

The firft divifion of his army was already in 
Dalmatia. But the fecond having met with a 
ftorm, and been driven back to the coafts of 


Italy, the foldiers difbanded, faying that they 
would not go to make war againft their fellow- 
citizens, The others, who were at Ancona, 

. followed 
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followed this example, and declared, that they 
would not pafs the lea. Cinna, then Conful 
for the fourth time, flew out violently againft 
the Mutineers; and having aflembled them, he 
undertook to reproach them, and to aft with 
authority. He did not know, 1 that an ufurped 
power is always precarious and dependant and 
that rigour is dangerous and often impraftica- 
ble in regard to thofe, who do not think them- 
felves obliged by the laws to continue in obe¬ 
dience. Befides which his foldiers were incenfed Plut iu 
againft him on the account of young Pompey, p 0 mp. 
who having come to his camp, and believing 
himfelf in danger, had withdrawn fecretly. As 
he had difappeared fuddenly, the troops, who 
loved him, were extremely troubled, and did 
not doubt, but that Cinna had caufed him to 
be murdered. Accordingly when he took up¬ 
on him to reprimand them, far from hearing 
him with fubmifiion, they rofe upon him, and 
began to throw ftones at him. Cinna would 
have fled \ but feeing himfelf purfued by a Cen¬ 
turion fword in hand he fell upon his knees, and 
offered him a ring of great value, which he had 
on his finger. I am not come to fign a * writing 
faid that officer fiercely, hut to deliver the Com¬ 
monwealth from the mofi cruel and unjuft of Tyrants: 

and at the fame time he ran his fword through 
him. It was an advantage to Cinna, as Velleius Veil. n. 
obferves, to perilh in a fedition of the foldiers: 24^ 
he deferved the greateft of punilhments, and 
could not have elcaped them, had he fallen into 


Sylia’s hands when viftorious. But as to the 
praifes, which the fame Velleius gives his valour 


* The ancients put their 
jmis to the afts they figned 



which was generally the ring 
they wore m their finger. 

and 
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and bravery, I doubt whether we ought to agree 
with him. In every thing done by Cinna, 
I can difcern nothing but the intrigues of a 
fa&ious man ; and if he domineered during 
three years in Rome, it was owing to Sylla-s 
abfence, and not to his own courage. . 

Cirboccx- Carbo who remained alone at the head of 
tin*, fok his party, was at Srft in great perplexity. He 

ma£ k the tr00 P s m Dalmatia return ; but as 
to himfelf, he was not in hafte to go to Rome 
to hold the affemblies for elefting a Collegue 
in the room of Cinna. The Tribunes were 
forced to menace him with a decree of the 
People for difplacing himfelf. At length he 
came. But feveral obftacles, pretended bad 
omens, and fome claps of thunder having 
twice broke up the aflemblies, he continued 
foie Conful. That was undoubtedly his view. 
Carbo had not learnt by Cinna’s misfortune to 
moderate his ambition ; and he exceeded him 
in cruelty. Sex. Lucilius, who had been Tri¬ 
bune of the people the year before, and had 
oppcfed him upon fome occafions, was thrown 
down the Tarpeian rock by order of Popilius 
Lser.as then Tribune, and no doubt by the 
Con ful’s infligation ; and the Collegues of Lu¬ 
cilius being accufed, and having thought pro¬ 
per to fly to Sylla, were banifhed by fentence. 

Silla's an l ^ e mean ^ me Sylla’s anfwer arrived. He 
fan to the declared, “that he could never be reconciled 
Deputies:/" to luch enormous criminals, and the authors 
tbe Senate .« 0 f f 0 man y violences: that however, if the 

Appian. u Commonwealth would fpare their lives,, he 

“ would acquiefce. That as to his own fafety, 
“ he fnould rely for that upon the affedion of 
e * his army.” (Remarkable words, fays Ap¬ 
pian, which {hewed evidently, that he did not 

intend 
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intend to difmifs his troops, but that his defign 
was to make himfelf Matter of the Common¬ 
wealth.) He added, u that it was but juft to 
u reftore to him his fortune, the priefthood, 

“ and all the honours, of which his enemies 
“ had deprived him.” He ordered fome of 
his followers to carry this anfwer to Rome; 
and they fet out with the Deputies of the Se¬ 
nate. On their arrival at Brundufium, they 

were informed of Cinna’s death, and the con- 
fufion in which all things were, in the city. In 
confequence they did not judge it proper to 
proceed, and returned immediately to their Ge¬ 
neral. Only the Deputies of the Senate therefore 
carried Sylla’s anfwer back, which feemed equi¬ 
table and moderate. But Carbo was for war, 
and carried it. Accordingly every thing was 
prepared in Italy for oppofing Sylla with vi¬ 
gour, who approached. 

Carbo was even for taking a Angular pre- Car , g . f 
Caution, and exa&ing hoftages from all the ci-fortxaa* 
ties and colonies, to fecure their fidelity. But tykojla- 
the Senate oppofed with vigour a projeft, th e£ es f rom 
execution or which was upon the point or put- 0 f Italy. 
ting the flower of the Italian youth into the Firmnefsof 
hands of a cruel man : and Carbo was obliged Caftrinut 

to give way. He even met with refiftance from ^auof 
a municipal Magiftrate, whofe refolution was pi ac Jtia. 
juftly applauded. For the Conful going to Liv.Epia. 
Placentia to demand hoftages, M Caftricius, 
who had the principal authority in that city, in v ^ 2 I0 / 
plain terms refufed to obey. Carbo was 
offended, threatened him, and told him he 
h$d rpany fwords at his command. .And as 
jorme , replied Caftricius coolly, I am very old ; 
intimating thereby, that he little feared to lofe 
the fmall remainder of life he had then to hope. 

Whether 




Affairs of ROME, 


Adven¬ 
tures of 
Crcjfus 
He snakes 
fcrr.emsrji 
mm is in 
Spain. 

Plut. in 

CralTo. 


Whether this anfwer mollified Carbo, and touch¬ 
ed him with fome fenfe of (hame, or that he 
was ill attended, or was afraid of the Senate, 
he did not venture to carry the affair farther, 
and Caftricius came off for the menace. 

During this fame year fome flight move¬ 
ments were made in Sylla’s favour in Spain and 
Africa, but without any confequence. CrafTus, 
then very young, was the author of thofe in 
Spain. 

We have faid before, that his father and el- 
deft brother had been murdered, when Ma¬ 
rius and Cinna made themfelves matters of 
Rome. It was not without difficulty he hadef- 
caped himfelf with three friends and ten flaves: 
and as he had been fome years before in Spain, 
and had contra&ed fome acquaintance, when 
his father commanded the armies there, he re- 
folved to retire thither. But on arriving there 
he found terror had fpread uryverfally, and Ma¬ 
rius’s cruelty was no lefs dreaded there, than 
if he had been prefent in perfon upon the 
fpot. CrafTus in confequence did not dare to 
make himfelf known *, and having found a 
great cave near the fea on the eftate of one 
Vibius, he hid himfelf in it with all his fol¬ 
lowers. But it was neceffary to fubfift; h 6 
therefore fent a flave to found Vibius. He 
who was a generous friend, was charmed to 
hear, that Craffus had efcaped Marius’s fury, 
and to prevent his being difcovered, he did 
not go to fee him •, and ordered the Steward 
of his eftate to provide every day eatables for 
fourteen perfons, to carry thofe provifions to a 
certain (tone, and to retire immediately without 
the leaft enquiry ; threatening him with death, 
if he gratified his curiofity, and promifing him 

liberty, 
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liberty, if he behaved faithfully. The Steward 
every day carried provifions without feeing any 
body. But he was feen himfelf. Craffus and 
his people were upon the watch at the time 
this purveyor was to appear. When he with¬ 
drew, what he brought was fetched, and they 
made good chear. For Vibius had given or¬ 
ders that his guefts fhould be well entertained. 
Nor were they ill-lodged. The cave was fpa- 
cious and commodious. It had a fpring in it 
of very clear and good water, and received 
light by great clefts in many places. Craffus 
paffed eight months in this retreat. When he 
received advice of Cinna’s death, he made him¬ 
felf known \ and had foon affembled two thou- 
fand five hundred men, with whom he vifited 


different cities of Spain. But as thofe forces 
were not fufficient to fupport him in the coun¬ 
try, he went to Africa, where Metellus Pius 
had formed a confiderable body of troops. He 
did not -flay there long; but having differed with 
Metellus, he retired to Sylla, who received him 


with great diftinftion. 

Metellus himfelf did no great exploits in A- Metellus 
frica. He was driven out of it by the Praetor dr 
C. Fabius j and obliged to regain his firft re- 
treat in the mountains of Liguria, where he tires into 


remained concealed till the arrival of Sylla. Liguria, 
He then joined him: and as he had the ti - and tb J n n 
tie of Proconful, Sylla treated him as his tpi; 
qual, and caufed the fame honours to be paid Appian. 
him as were paid to himfelf. Sylla did not ar¬ 
rive in Italy till the year following in the Con- 
fulfhip of Scipio and Norbanus. 


* 
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If Carbo did not caufe himfelf to be con¬ 
tinued in the Confullbip for the third time, he 
at leaft took care to give himfelf fucceffors en¬ 
tirely devoted to his party. The firft ufe, 
which the new Confuls made of their authority, 
was to caufe the Senate to pafs a decree for dif- 
banding all the armies. This was undemand¬ 
ing their interefts perfectly well. For, if this 
order had been executed, thofe who were actu¬ 
ally in poffcffion of the Government could not 
fail of fupporting themfelves in it. They alfo 
took carQ to make their court to the new citi¬ 
zens ; and diftributed the freedmen into the 
thirty-five tribes. Thefe meafures of policy 
were well taken: but only force could decide 
the quarrel. 

This tfity knew •, and accordingly drew to¬ 
gether prodigious numbers of troops •, and Syl- 
ia wrote in his Commentaries, that when he 
came to Italy he had fifteen Generals againft 
him, and four hundred and forty cohorts, that 
is, two hundred and twenty thoufand foot. As 
for him, he had only his five legions, with 
fome auxiliaries, troops of Achaia and Mace¬ 
donia, and fix thoufand horfe•, the whole a- 
mounting to about forty thoufand men. How¬ 
ever with fuch unequal forces, he was full of 
confidence. 

One tircumftance troubled him *, which was, 
he was afraid that his foldiers, as foon as they 
arrived in Italy would difband, and retire to 
their own homes. They took care to remove 
that apprehenfion, by offering voluntarily to 

take 
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and ad¬ 
vances as 


take an oath not to abandon their colours, and ^ 
to commit no ravages in Italy. And farther, v8j ‘ 
as they believed he might have occafion for 
money, they propofed to raife him a confidera- 
ble fum by contribution. But he thanked them 
for their good will, and declared that their fide¬ 
lity and attachment were every thing to him. 

Sylla fet one from Dyrrachium with a fleet Sy Ha lands 
of two hundred fail, landed happily, fome fay in Italy 
at Brundufium, and fome at Tarentum. Per-. " 

* 'y (4 f 

haps his fleec was feparated, and entered half/* r 
into one port and half into another. He Campania 

loft no time ; and as foonas his troops had rtft- 
ed, he marched forwards, and crofted great^ 
part of Italy, caufing fo exadt a difeipline to 
be obferved, that he feemed rather a minifter 
of peace than a leader in war. Cities, Coun¬ 
tries, Perfons, were all treated with extreme fa¬ 
vour; which did great honour to'his arms, 
and gave birth to an opinion advantagious to 
his party. The unjuft and cruel tyranny of his 
adverfaries had opened his way. Rome and I- 
taly confidered it as not a little for their ad¬ 
vantage to change mafters ; and defpairing of 
the return of liberty, defired a mild fervitude. 

Sylla penetrated as far as Campania without 
any oppofition: and there Metellus Pius joined 
him, not with a great reinforcement of troops, 
but with increafe of honour and reputation. 

For as Metellus was highly efteemed, and paf-Dio apud 
fed for an excellent citizen, no body doubted, Vales - 
but that the party he efpoufed, was the beft : 
and fuch a confederate as him, was worth a 
great number of others to Sylla. 

That General no lefs an able Captain than a Defeat of 
great Warriour, defiring to continue to merit AVW 

P 1 r ut. in 


good-.T in 

& sylla. 
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a. R. 669. good-will by pacific cenduft, was no fooner in 
Act, c. s 3« v j ew 0 f the Conful Norbanus in Campania, 

than he fent Deputies to him to treat of an ac¬ 
commodation. Ths Conful behaved brutally, 
and ufed Sylla 5 s Deputies ill 5 he could not 
have done him more fervice. Sylla’s foldiers 
conceiving indignation, attacked the army of 
Norbanus with fuch fury, that they defeated it 
in an inftant. Seven thoufand fell upon the 
fpot: the Camp was taken: the Conful was ob¬ 
liged to fly to Capua •, and Sylla loft only an 
hundred and twenty men. This vi&ory, fo 
great in itfelf, was alfo very important in its 
confequences. It confirmed Sylla’s troops in 
their attachment for their General: and nothing 
contributed more to render them faithful to 
their oath, and to prevent them from thinking 
of difbanding. 

5 ’be Capi- Soon after this aftion the Capitol was burnt 
til burnt. ; n one night, nor could the incendiaries ever 

be difcovered. It is not eafy to believe, that 
chance was the foie caufe of this unhappy event, 
efpecially if we obferve, that it had been fore¬ 
told to Sylla. For a flave who pretended to 
be infpired, came to him in his camp, and af¬ 
ter having promifed him vi&ory in the name 
of the Goddefs Bellona *, he added, that if he 
did not make hafte the Capitol would be 
burnt: and he fixed the day, which aftually 
was, as he had foretold, the fixth of July, 
This prediftion might juftly have indicated an 
accomplice, or at leaft a man informed of the 
plot. The burning of the Capitol paffed for a 
finifter omen, and a proof of the wrath of hea¬ 
ven, as well as many other pretendedly mar¬ 
vellous events, which the fuperftition of the 

and- 
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ancienteft Hiftorians makes them accumulate in A * R * 
abundance. As for us we lhould only d e - Ant ‘ c ‘*** 
fpife them, either as fabulous, or as natural ac* 
cidents, which they interpreted arbitrarily, and 
which gave terror only as their ’caufe was un¬ 
known. The Books of the Sibyl were burnt 
with the Capitol, which had hitherto been re- 
ligiouQy preferved ; becaufe it was the general 
perfuafion, that they contained the fate of the 
Empire. * 

Sylfa’s firft fuccefs mud undoubtedly have Ctthegus 
much augmented his partifans. It is at this S oes ov t er 
time, I date after Freinfhemius the change of ^ 
Cethegus, who had formerly been fo violent 
an adverfary of Sylla, that he was one of the 
twelve, who had been declared an enemy of 
his Country with Marius, and upon whofe head 
a price had been fet. This man came now 
to prefent hirtifelf as a fuppliant to Sylla, and 
to offer him his fervices in every thing he 
fhould dire#. He was of an intriguing facti¬ 
ous fpirit, of whom we lhall have occafion to 
fpeak again in the fequel. 

It is alfo at the fame time we mult date the Treachery 
treachery of Verres, Carbo’s Quseftor. Th o' 6 f £ er ™ s 

Carbo was no longer Conful, he had a com- cic.inVer. 
mand in Gallia Cifalpina. Verrts who hadi. 34 — 4 o. 
been given him by lot as Quseftor or Treafurer 
of the preceding year, received the money, came 
to the General’s camp, and on the firft occafion 
went over to the fide of the adverfe party, 
without forgetting the military cheft, much of 
which he appropriated to his own ufe. It was 
in this manner this robber, who was one day 
to ravage Sicily, began with thefts and rapine 
of the moft odious dye. For as we have ob- 
ferved elfewhere, the Roman laws eftablifhed a 

Vol. X. M ftria 
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a. r. 66 g. ftrift tie between the Quseftor and his Confuil 

&£ r C* S * ^ 

-* It was compared to that made by nature be¬ 
tween a fon and hi* father. Thus the infideli¬ 


ty of Verres to Carbowas held infinitely cri>- 
minal. The traitor coloured it with the pre¬ 
text of zeal for the better caufe. But Cicero 


{hews him what he ought to have done, if that 
had been his motive, in the exampk of M. Pi- 
jo, who being appointed 'Qu^ftor -to L. Sci- 
pio, Carbons fucceffor in the Confulihip, would 
neither receive the money, nor go to the ar¬ 
my * thereby afting conformably to his incli¬ 
nation for the eaule of the Nobility, without 
departing from engagements, that every ho¬ 
ned: man confidered as facred. Verres’s con¬ 


duct is therefore deemed a treafon in the flrong- 
eft lenfe, and Cicero {hews the enormity of 
kby maxims entirely judicious. 44 There (a) 
“ are, fays he, no fnares more feerer and in- 

evitable, than thofe difguifed under the out- 
“ fide of friendfhip and the mofl: facred ties. 
“ For thofe laid by a declared adverfary may 
66 cafdy. be avoided with precaution: where^ 

as domeftic and- inteftine perfidy is. not 
M only latent, but defiroys before you can fee 
w or deted it. All men therefore ought t© 
u be {hocked at treachery, (b) An- enemy 
u to his own inends is the common enemy of 


(a) Nulls funt occuldo- profpicere aique explorers 

res irnulis, quam cx qux potueris. Cic.l. i. inFerr. 

ktent in fimulatione o£cii» n . 39. 

aut in aliquo r.eceflkudinis (b) Omnium eft comrau- 
nominc. Nam eum qui pa- nh inmucus, qui fuit holtis 
km efi adverknus, fadle ca- fuorum. Nemo unqqam fa- 
vendo vimre podls. Hoc piens prpditori cred.en.dum 
vero occukum, inteftinum, putavit-—S)lla habuit ho¬ 

se domeiticum malum, non norem ut prodkori, non -lit 
modo non exfitlit, verum .amice (idem. nl% 3 . 
ef;am cr^'imk, amte/uni 

u 


mankind. 
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tc mankind. No wife man ever believed 
“ ought to truft a traitor. Accordingly Syi- 
<c la removed Verres from his perfon j and if 
iC he afterwards fufFered him to enrich himfelf, 
with the perfons, he rewarded him as a trai- 
<c tor 5 but he took care to repofe no confi- 
“ dence in him as a friend.° 

Syila’s firft advantage was foon followed Sylla con 
by a fecond (till more confiderable, and which ruptsthg 


is moft probable, to amufe him, and have time 
for debauching his army. The two Generals 
had an interview, in which fome prelimina¬ 
ries were apparently concluded, as there was 
a fufpenfion of arms, and hoftages given on 
both fides. Only the Conful laid, that he 
could conclude nothing without previoufly con- 
fulting his Collegue: and Sertorius was dif- 
patched for that purpofe to Norbanus. It was 
no eafy matter to deceive Sertorfus: he advi- 
fed Scipio to be upon his guard againft the 
fraud of his enemy; and on his way feeing 
occafion to feize Sueffa, which had efpoufcd the 
adverfe party, he did fo, lefs perhaps with the 
view of making himfelf matter of an impor¬ 
tant poft, than to difconcert a peace, that he 
apprehended more than a war. The fequel 
Ihewed the juftnefs of his fufpicions. Sylla 
having complained of the taking of Sueffa, 
as an infraction of the truce, Scipio returned 
him his hoftages; thereby admitting, that it 
was wrong, and a breach of his engagements. 
This faCt is a remarkable period, upon which 
Sylla will animadvert at the time of the pro- 
fcription. 

* Hod. Ttano in the Terra de Lahsro, 

M 2 All 


coft him lels. Finding himfelf incamped 

pofite to L. Scipio near * Teanum, he entered 

into a fecond negotiation, either in earneft, or, as Appianj 
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a . r . 669. Ail this conduft of Scipio’s prejudiced his 
ADl * ^ S3 ' army againft him y which was already half 

brought over by the foldiers of the contrary 
party. For the latter by their General’s ii> 
ftruaion, and as Plutarch fays, like decoy- 
birds, that draw others into the fnare, had ta^ 
ken the advantage of the truce for corrupting 
the ConfuPs troops by money, promifes, and 
every kind of means. In confequence, when 
Sylla prefented himfelf before the gates of the 
enemy’s camp, they were opened to him •, he 
entered without drawing the fword, and all Sci¬ 
pio’s army, that confifted of twenty thoufand 
men, went over to his colours. The Conful 
deceived by his credulity and abandoned by 
all, remained alone in his tent with his foru 
Sylla made a generous ufe of his advantages, 
and gave the two priloners entire liberty. He 
treated, either on this, or fome other occafion, 
the brave Sertorius in the fame manner-, who. 
Iking how affairs were likely to go in Italy, 
and judging from the incapacity of the Gene¬ 
rals, that every thing would go on from bad 
to worfe, he refolved to retire into Spain, of 
which the command had fallen to him after his 
Praetorfhip, and there to fecure an afylum both 
for himfelf and his friends. 

Sertcrint Sylla, by the retreat of Sertorius, had the 
goes to field open: and being rid of the only oppo: 

nent capable of facing him, if his credit and 
authority had been as great as his merit, he 
found no difficulty in overcoming the reft, 
uniting always artifice with force, and intrigue 
Sayhg of with the fword. Carbo knew him perfectly 

C* r J? C9tt ~ vicWy and laid, “ that in Sylla alone he had a 
cern.ng u jj on and a f ox to deal with •, but that he was 

cc more afraid of the fox than the lion,” 

The 
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The power of Syila’s enemies was however A * R. 66 9 , 
formidable, and he ftood in need of feveral ar- Aat ‘ c * 83 ' 
mies and generals to oppofe them. He there¬ 
fore appointed CrafTus to go into the country 
of the Marfi, to raile troops for him. A-s it 
was neceffary to pafs through the enemy, 

Craffus aflced an efcort of him. 1 give you for Saying if 
your guards replied Sylla, your father , brother, j >' //at0 
and all your relations, unjujlly fain, and for whom pj7fin 
I am purfting revenge . Craffus, flruck with fofcraffo. 
pointed a reply, fet out immediately, and hav¬ 
ing boldly and happily paffed through the ene* 
my, he arrived in the country of the Marfi, 

made confiderable levies, and did Sylia impor¬ 
tant fervices on feveral occafions. 

Another Roman, ftill younger than Craffus, Pompeyat 
diftinguilhed himfelf much more. This was tq f e *ty- 
Pompey, who had at that time, ‘being only [?“***” 
three and twenty years old, (hewed that in raifesan 
fuperior geniufes merit does not depend upon army of 
maturity of age. He was in * Picenum *, and th . reel J‘ 

feeing that the mod illuftrious citizens and f^Pomp^ 
moft worthy perfons repaired from all fides to 
Sylla’s camp, as to a port, where they fought 
for fafcty, tor himfelf he did not think it pro¬ 
per to repair thither, as wanting aid, but on 
the contrary to head a reinforcement thither, 
and to be confidered upon the foot of an ufeful 
friend, and one in a condition to do fervice. Pi- Diod.a- 
centim abounded with his clients; and he hadP udVale * 4 
acquired univerfal efteem as to military merit, 
being a ftranger to idlenefs and pleafure, and 
day and night employed in the exercifes necef- 
fary to form a warrior. He was fimple, and 
even auftere, in his manner of life, ip as to 


* Nq-vj called the Marquifale of Ansonia* 

m 3 
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a . r . 669. abftain from the bath, which in thofe times 
^ nt ‘ was conceived a kind of neceffity; and eat not 

lying upon a bed, as was the cuftom, but fit¬ 


ting : he gave lefs time to deep than nature re 


quires *, and, in a word, knew no other recrea¬ 


tion, but change of labour. 

Having in confequence acquired a great 
name by this conduft, as foon as he began to 


found the inhabitants of Picenum, he- found 


them ready to march under his command ; and 
one Vindius having treated him as a young 
fchoiar, that was for afluming the Orator, he was 
torn in pieces upon the fpot by the audience. 
Pompey took advantage of this difpofition^ 
and without having received authority to com¬ 
mand from any one, but making himfeif Ge¬ 
nera], he caufed a tribunal to be erefted for 
him in the midft of the Forum of Auximum * : 


from thence he expelled the Ventidii, the prini 
cipal citizens of that place, who adhered to 
Carbo: he then raifed foldiers, divided them 
into companies and cohorts *, and making the 
tour of the neighbouring cities, all of which 
anticipated his defires, he foon formed three 
legions, well fupplied with provifions, car¬ 
riages, and all other neceffary munitions. He 
then fet out to join Sylla, not by hafty marches, 
nor as if he was avoiding the purfuit of an 
enemy, but halting as much as was commodious, 
ravaging the lands of the adverfe party, and 
drawing over all thofe that he could engage. 
gisfrft Three armies commanded by three Generals, 
viacria. Brutus, Ccelius and Carrinas, concerted toge¬ 
ther to furround him. Pompey behaved like 
an able General. He marched with all his 


* Qfima . 


forces 
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•forces againft Brutus alone and put him to A - R c 
fiight, .alter having given proofs of his perfonal nt ’ ‘ 
bravery m the battle, and killed a Gaulifh horfe- 
man,' that advanced out of the ranks with his 
own hands, After having ridded himfelf of 
this army, the mifunderftanding of the leaders 
delivered him from the two others, who drew 
off each a different way. The Conful Scipio, 

Who had taken the advantage of the liberty 
Sylla had given him for putting himfeif at the 
head of a new army, came alfo againft that 
young General But he experienced on. this 
occafidn the fame, fortune, he had met with 


Againft Sylla: all bis troops abandoned him: 

And laftfy, near the river * Efis Pompey de¬ 
feated a great body of cavalry commanded by 
Car bo in perfon.> 

' Sylla knew nothing yet of all thefe fucceffes: He jam 
tod on the firft news he received of Pompey’s^^ 0 
motions, apprehending for a young man with-^,,^ 
out experience, Whom he faw furrourided with nouru 
enemies, he began his march in order to aid 


him. When Pompey was apprized of this 
at fome fmall diftance, he commanded his offi¬ 


cers to make the foldiers ftand to their arriis, 

* 

and to draw them up in the beft order, to ren¬ 
der the fight of them agreeable to Sylla 5 for 
he expe&ed to receive great honours from him, 
and did fo beyond his expe&ation. Accord¬ 
ingly, when Sylla faw him advance towards 
him with chearful troops, well equipped, and 
full of courage, and whofe viftories had in- 
fpired them with an air of joy and triumph, 

he was fo charmed, that when Pompey faltued 


f Had Fiemufino* 




s 
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^•him, ^ was proper, with the name of * Im - 

per at or , he returned him the fame compliment 
and title. And he obferved the fame beha¬ 
viour to him ever after. Pompey was almoft 
the only one of all the Nobility and illuftrious 
perfons about Sylla,, to whom he rofe and un¬ 
covered himfelf. 


ArJipatbr, 

bit-xtin 

Pompey 

and 

Crpjfus. 

Plui. in 
Grail. 


Modejly 


Thefc fingular honours excited the envy of 
Craffus, who did not receive the fame \ and 
that was the fource of the antipathy, which 
long prevailed between them. Craffus had 
however no caufe to complain. His fervices 
did not equal tbofe of Pompey ; and * befides 
his avarice and luft of gain, which vices appeared 
in him from his earlieft youth, and continually 
increafed with ^ge, difgraced every thing he 
could do of praife-worthy. 

Pompey did not forget himfelf in the midft 
and regard q{ f 0 muc h glory: and Sylla defiring to fend 

°for Mitel- * nt0 Pallia Cifalpina, to fucceed Metellus 

J - Pius, who wanted fire in the operations of 

war, and did not much promote affairs, he 
had the moderation to reprefent to him, that 
it was not confiftent for him to difplace a man 
who was his Superiour both by age and a long 
eftablifhed reputation. He added that how¬ 
ever 1 if Metellus alked him as a Collegue, he 
would not refufe to march. The thing was 
executed according to this plan \ and Pompey 
when he arrived in Gaul, not only did great 
adions himfelf, but by his adivity animated, 
and warmed the flownefs of Metellus. 


hi Pius . 
Plut. in 
Pomp. 


f This word Jignifies Ge- cor,flier able viftory. It is in 

neral: and in a fritter fenfe , tbis fecond Jenfe Sylla ufes 

*was a title of honour groin it to Pompey, 
to tbofe v. 'bo bad gainedferns 


In 
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In the mean time the new Confuls Mariys Ju- A - R - 66 9r 
nior and Carbo entered upon office, the latter c^rhcln- 
of whom then refumed the fafces for the third fil fir the 
time. Marius was very young, and the au - timt 
Chors, who give him moft years, make him 

but twenty-fix or twenty-feven. Nothing was VelUi.z6*. 
more irregular than that cledtion. But lawsAppian. 
were unregarded. The young Confuls’s mo-A“^:.^. 
ther had the fenfe to lament that untimely ho-^Mar. 
nour, which Ihe forefaw would prove fatal tofilio. 
her fon; 


C. Marius.- 

Cn. Papirius Carbo 111 . 


A. R. 670. 
Ant, C. 8s, 


This year, or during the preceding, Muraena, 
who had been left by Sylla in Afia, as we have 
faid, renewed the war with Mithridates. I refer 
fpeaking of it to another place. 

A detached fad: fhall have its place here. Fallus the 
C. Fabius, who had driven Metellus Pius from Pratoris 
Africa,- where he governed as Prsetor, a fit 
minifter for the Marii and Carbo’s, made him- "t Utica. 
felf fo odious by his rapines, cruelties, andFreinfh. 
the horrible fcheme of railing the (laves, and Lxxxvi * 3 * 
inducing them to murder their mafters, that 
the Roman citizens, fettled in great numbers*' 
in Utica, burnt him alive in his own palace. 

And this violence was confidered only as a juft 
revenge, on the occafion of which there was 
neither information nor profecution at Rome. 

Perhaps the Romans were too much engroffed 
by the calamities they were under, to think of 
a remote affair. For the civil war continued 
in Italy with more fury than ever: and the 
Confuls wanting money to pay their troops, 

caufed the Senate to pafs a decree for coining 

all 
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a. r. 673-^1 the gold and filver ornaments in the temples 

AqC. C* Si* * 

o\ Rome. 


Advent- I fbali not expatiate upon t he vlad vantages 
taptgah '-gained by the Lieutenants of Sylla, Metellus, 

fJ^Uai Fom P e y» Craffus, and M. Luciiius, the brother 1 
utajiis. of him, of whom we have {poke more than 

once before, and who was . adually in Afia. 
We have little account of all thefe fads. Let 


it fuffice for me to obferve, that Sylla’s party 
was almoft every where vidorious, and that in 
a very great number of adions he fuffered feme 
lofs only in a very few. I lhall confine myfelf 
to Sylla’s own exploits ; for they are the molt 
important and affecting. 

He makes Sy 11 a, always intent upon leffening the num- 
a tr **9 ber of his enemies, engaged himfelf by a fold/nn 

lutes If ratty wir ^ ^ ates Italy, to obtain for them 

Italy. Hist he rights and privileges of Roman citizens. 
Confidence, which had been granted them. This treaty, 
Uv. Ep«. w hich drew off fo great a number of adherents 

from the fadion of Marius, was not one of the 


leaft proper meafures for augmenting the confi¬ 
dence, which Sy 11 a had of overcoming; and which 
was fo great that when Orators applied to him 
in behalf of their clients, he referred the hear¬ 


ing their affair, till he Ihould be at Rome; and 
this whilft his adverfaries bore fway in the city, 
and filled Italy with their armies. 
aiafams TbeConful Marius thought in the fame man- 

decned by ner, and did not doubt but Sylla would be vicr 

torious in the end. This was a motive to in- 
W«<r*-duce him to commit the moft horrible barba- 
ud. rity ; and apprehending, that thofe he defign- 
\ ell.ii.26. e( j co dtftroy might elcape him, he haftened 
pp^n. rever> g e while it was (till in his power. The 

Prsetor Brutus Damafippus commanded in 
Rome in the abfence of the Confute, who had 
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both left it to put themfelves at the head of the A - R - 6 7<>. 
armies. Marius wrote to that Prsetor from his * nt< C ‘ 8z * 
camp, to order him to mafiacre the heads of 
Sylla’s faction, that is, the principal perfons of 
the Senate and Nobility. Damafippus was an 
abandoned wretch, devoted to all the excefles 
of the party he had embraced. .He according¬ 
ly made no fcruple to execute that inhuman 
order, and uniting perfidy with cruelty, he 
affembled the Senate under fome pretext, and 
afterwards caufed murderers to enter, who but¬ 
chered a very great number of the Senators. 

Hiftory has preferved the names of four of the 
principal, Carbo Arvina, a near relation of 
Carbo, Conful of the year of which wc are re¬ 
lating the events, and the only one of that fa¬ 
mily who was a good citizen in Cicero’s opi- qic, ad 
nion, P. Antiflius, Pompey’s father-in-law, fann. I & 
L. Domitius, and laftly 
tifcx Maximus. 

That venerable old man had rightly forefeen, Death of 
that he had no other fate to expert. But at- Scrota 
rached .as he was to the ftrifteft obfervance of ^ p S* im 
every duty, though he deemed Sylla’s the bet- *’ aXm 
ter party, lie could not approve violence and 
civil war; and he faid, that he chofe rather to 
expofe himfelf to perifhing by the fword of his Cic. ad. 
enemies, than to come in arms to.affault the Art. VIII. 
walls of his country. When he faw himfelf?' 
upon the point of being attacked, he endea¬ 
voured to fly, and even got to the porch of 
Vefta’s temple. But the murderers overtook 

and killed him. 

Damafippus, according, to the barbarous 
cuftom eftablifhed during fome time at Rome, 
extended his cruelty even beyond the deaths of 
thefe illuftrious perfonages. The body of 

Carbo • 

■ 


Q.Scsevola thePon- 21 
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Carbo Arvina, whofe head had been cut off, 
was placed upon a gibber, and carried through 
the city. 1 he reft were dragged with hooks 
through the ftreets, and thrown into the Tiber. 
The wife of Antiftius, who was called Calpur- 
nia, through excels of grief for the unhappy 
death of her hufband, killed herfelf. 


Battle of 

SacHpor- 
tas , in 
cuchitb 
Marius is 
defeated 
by S V lia. 

* Siffni, 
+ Paief- 
trina. 
Plat, in 
SyU. &r 
Afpian. 


Thefe cruelties did not long pre'cede the entire 
defeat of Marius by SyHa. The battle was 
fought near a place called Sacriportus between 
* Signia and f Prsnefte. The night before it 
Sylla had a dream, which gave him great hopes. 
He believed, that he faw old Marius bidding 
his fon beware of the next day, as of one, that 
was to be unfortunate to him. Sylla in confe- 
quence, prejudiced as he was in favour of 
omens, dreams, and every kind of divination, 
defired extremely to fight. But his foldiers, 
when they came in view of the enemy, were fo fa¬ 
tigued by a long march they bad made in a great 
rain, that they threw themfelves upon the ground, 
lying upon their fhields in order to reft. Sylla 


therefore was obliged to order, that they fliould 
intrench, and they immediately began to em¬ 
ploy themfelves in forming a camp. But 
Marius coming on to attack them with haughti- 
nefs and menaces, wfeilft they were at work, 
thofe old foldiers believed themfelves infulced. 


Indignation made them find new ftrength : and 
planting their half pikes upon the fide of the 
trench they had already dug, they advanced 
againft the enemy fword in hand. The battle 
was warm. But Marius’s left wing foon begin¬ 
ning to give way, five cohorts and two fqua- 
drons went over to Sylla. This defertion dif- 
couraged the reft : in a moment the flight be¬ 
came general, and ail endeavoured to retire to 

Prsenefte. 

i 
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Pr^nefte. Sylla purfued them with vigour j A • R - 
infomuch that the People of Prasnefte appre- AM ' C ' *** 
hended, that he would enter the city with thofe 
that fled, and (hut their gates, It was here that 
the greateft (laughter was made. Marius, who 
on arriving found the gates fhut, was drawn 
into the city over the walls with a cord. Sylla 
in his Commentaries faid, that he loft only- 
twenty three foldiers in this adtion, and that he 
killed twenty thoufand of the enemy, and 
made eight thoufand prifoners. Of thofe pri- 
foners all the Samnites were put to the fword 
by his order: he confidered that nation as the 
implacable enemy of the Roman name. 

The city of Prtenefte was very ftrong; and Siege of 
it was necefiary to bcfiege it in form. Sylla Prantfit, 
gave the command of that fiege to Lucretius 
Ofella, who iome little time before had quitted 
Carbo’s party to come over to his. Appian 
fays, that this Ofella was only a Roman 
Knight: Velleius affirms, that he had been 
Prator. However it were, it appears that he 
was an obfcure perfon, and that it was folely on 
account of his obfcurity Sylla gave him that 
important command. For Dio obferves, that Diodapud 
Sylla began now to take off the mafk, and that Vales, 
inftead of expreffing, as he had done hitherto, 
the higheft regard for the Nobility, that fur- 
rounded him, and conftituted the glory and 
ftrength of his party, as foon as he faw himfelf 
fuperior to his affairs, he negle&ed them, and 
preferred perfons of no birth to them, who came 
in more readily to his views, and did not ffiare 
with him in the honour of fucceffes. A con¬ 
duct full of ingratitude, but too common with 
the ambitious, who regard perfons only in pro¬ 
portion to the occaffon they have for them, and 

2 as 
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Sylla is 
received 
into Rome. 
Appian. 


Vain ef¬ 
forts to 
jiuesur 
Prsnefte . 
Norbanus 
and Carbo 
abandon 
Italy, 
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as foon as they can do without them, reckon 
fervices received as nothing. 

Whilft Lucretius Ofella befieged Marius in 
Pr^nefte, Sylla marched towards Rome, per¬ 
ceiving of what importance it was to him to 
cake the capital of the empire from his enemies, 
and conGdering that conqueft with reafon as the 
fruit of all his other victories. He was received 
into it without difficulty. There was a famine 
in the city*, where fo many fucceffive viciffi- 
tudes in a fmall number of years had accudom¬ 
ed the people to fubmit to the law of the ftrong- 
eft. All Sylla’s adverfaries had fled on his 
approach. He caufed their eftates to be fold 
by auction; and having affembled the people, 
he deplored the neceffity he was in of reveng¬ 
ing himfelf by arms : he exhorted all the ci¬ 
tizens to take courage, and promifed them, 
that in a little time tranquillity ffiould be re- 
eftablifhed in the city, and the government 
placed upon its ancient foot. Fine promifes, 
that his aftions foon grofsly belied. 

During this, Marius’s party put themfelves 
in motion to fuccour Praenefte, but that was to 
no purpofe. Sylla, either by himfelf or his Lieu¬ 
tenants, on every occafion defeated the different 
bodies of troops, who attempted to aid it. And 
thefe defeats being continually repeated, the 
principal chiefs defpaired entirely of fuccefs, 
and abandoned Italy. Norbanus retired to 
Rhodes, and Carbo to Africa. They however 
left behind them formidable forces j and befides 
feveral Roman Generals, an army of forty thou- 
fand Lucanians and Samnites, commanded by 
three valiant and experienced Generals, M. 
Lamponius, Pontius Telefinus,' and Gutta of 
Capua, gave Sylla terrible alarms. 


That 




Confab 
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That army, joined by Carrinus, Damafip- A * R */ro. 

pus, and fome other heads of the fame party, l!) battle 
had attempted itteffeftually to force the defiles,/^/ at 
through which it was neceffary to pafs, in order tht % ates 
to approach Fraenefte, and which were guarded 
by Sylla. Ac length feeing Sylla in front, and Sylla and 
knowing that Pompey was coming on to ivkstheSam- 
them in the rear, Telefinus, a great Captain ™ /es \ 
and a man of ability, formed the defign oflia. m 
marching to attack Rome, which was aftually 
without defence; and he was very near fucceed- 
ing in it. For having fet out in the night, he 
concealed his march fo dexteroufly from his ad- 
verfaries, that he arrived at half a* league from 
the city, on the fide of the gate Collina, without 
meeting any obftacle, highly elate and proud 
of having over-reached fo many Generals. The 
confirmation was as great in Rome, as former¬ 
ly, when Hannibal was at the gates; and the 
danger was not lefs. Nothing was Teen, but 
people running about in confufidn, nor heard 
but the lamentable cries of women and chil¬ 


dren, who deplored their misfortune, and ap¬ 
prehended every thing that can be feared by a 
city taken by ftorm. At day-break the flower 
of the Roman youth quitted the city on horfe- 
back, in order to reconnoitre the enemy, and to 
Ikirmifh. Many were killed, and amongft 
others one Ap. Claudius. At length Balbus 
fent by Sylla with feven hundred horfe appeared 
in fight. He had advanced full fpeed ; and hav¬ 
ing taken breath but a few moments, he im¬ 
mediately moved on to harrafs and amufe the 
Samnites, till Sylla's arrival, who aftually came 
up foon after with his whole army, and who as 
the tropps arrived, made them refrefh then> 
felves in hade, and drew them up at the fame 

2 time 
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a. R. 670. time in order of battle. Dolabella and Tor- 
^ ^ quatus, two of the principal Officers, repre* 

fented to him, that it would be mod expedient 
not immediately to expofe the troops to a battle* 
fatigued with a long march. He gave no ear 
to them, and caufed the charge to be founded. 
It was the firft of November, at three in the af¬ 
ternoon. 

The battle was one of the rudeft. Hatred 
exalted the courage of the foldiers on both 
fides: and never was intereft greater, as the fate 
of the city of Rome was the queftion, before 
which they fought* Sylla’s right-wing, com¬ 
manded by Craffus, was entirely victorious j 
but it removed from the field of battle, and 
purfued the enemy a great way. The left, in 
which was the General in perfon, fuffered ex¬ 
ceedingly, and found it difficult to keep their 
ground. Sylla did not fpare himfelf: he went 
from rank to rank, mounted on a fine white 
horfe, full of fire, and very fwift. Two of 
the enemy knew him, and prepared to dif- 
charge their javelins at him. Happily his fquire 
perceived them, and giving his matter’s horfe a 
ltroke with a whip, he made him fpring for¬ 
wards fo luckily, that the two javelins tell at 
fome diftance behind the horfe. 

In the mean time Telefinus encouraged his 
Samnites, crying out to them, (a) that this 
4< was the laft day of the Romans * that it 
u was neceffary, to take and ruin their city * 
“ that they fhould never be delivered from 
ct thofe voracious wolves, if their den were 

(c) Addle Romanis ulti- talics libertatis lupos, jiid 
mam diem : eruendam de- fyiva, in quarri refugere fo- 
lendamque arbem : nun- lerent, effet excifa. Pell, If, 
quam defuioros r2ptores I- 27. 

not 
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u not deftroyed.” SylJa was then in greater A * R - 6 ? d 
clanger than ever he had been during his life. Ant ‘ C,Sa 
Whether through fuperftition, or to make his 
troops refume courage, he took out of his bo- 
fom a filial! figure of Apollo Pythius, which 
he had brought from Delphi, and always car¬ 
ried about him : and killing it, and addreffing 
himfelf to it, “ O Apollo, faid he, after hav- 

ing rendered the fortunate Sylla victorious 
“ on fo many occafions, have you brought 
“ him to the gates of his country, only that 
“ he may peri/h there lhamefully with his 
“ fellow citizens r” At the fame time he ani¬ 
mated his troops to behave well, with prayers, 
menaces, and even taking fome of them by the 
arm to face about. Every thing was ineffec¬ 
tual : the confufion increafed continually ; and 
himfelf drawn along with thole who fled, was 
obliged to give way before the victorious enemy, 
having loft a great number of perfons of dif- 
tinftion. Many, who had quitted Rome to 
be fpe&ators of the battle, paid dearly for their 
curiofity, and were either killed or cruftied to 
death. The alarm was fo great, that the fiegd 
of Prsencfte was very near being raifed ; be- 
caufe fome were carried that way by the flight, 
who told Lucretius Ofella, that all was loft,, 
that Sylla was conquered ; and the city of 
Rome was taken. 

Sylla at length recovered the fiiperiority, 

•Without our being able to fay in what manner, 
for want of fufficient accounts. What we know Veil. if; 
is, that after an hour in the night, the Romans 17. 
began to refpire, and the Samnites to have the 
difadvantage *, that the armies fought till very 
late in the night; that Pontius Telefilms was 
mortally wounded, and found the next day 

Vol. X. N upon 
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a. r. 670. U p 0n the field of battle, being dill alive, and 

retaining the haughty air, which even the ap¬ 
proaches of death could not make him lofe. 
His camp was taken •, and his army cut to pieces 
and difperfed. For Sylla had forbade giving 
them any quarter, 

Strabo. When the night was very far advanced, Sylla 
249. received news of Craffus, who had purfued the 
Ut * enemy as far as the city of Antemniae, above 

two leagues beyond Rome. He aflced refrefh- 
ments for his foldiers, who had incamped on 
the very fpot, where they had given over the 
purfuit. He would have fpared his General 
much danger and anxiety, if after having put 
the enemy’s wing, that oppofed him, to Bight, 
he had only fent after them lbme troops to pre¬ 
vent them from rallying, and had returned with, 
the beft part of his forces to the aid of the left 
wing of the Romans. 

Ch in This viftory of Sylla’s gave the laft blow to 
SjiU's Marius’s party, and the league of the allies: (a) 
manneri* and the vi&or would have been the molt fortunate 

and moft glorious of mankind, if he had ceafed 
to live the day he had compleated his conquefts. 
But he difgraced his vi&ory by the vileft and 
moft deteftable cruelties: which mull appear 
the more aftoniihing, as hitherto he had auted 
with moderation and lenity, and was naturally 
even gay and facetious : a character, that does 
not feem to denote a dilpofuion to become cruel. 
On the contrary, he had appeared compaftio- 
nate, and had been leen frequently to foften 
even into tears. For as to Marius, he was 
cruel by nature \ and fupreme power had only 

(a) Felicis nomen ufur- & vincendi & vivendi finem 
pallet jufiifiime, fi eumdem habuiffet. Vt'U. if. 27. 

i recreated, 
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increafed, and not changed, his difpofition. A * R - 6 7 «* 
This was not the fame with refpeft to Sylla: Ant ‘ ' 
and his (a) example fuffices to decry profperity 
and abfolute power, for rendering men proud* 
infolent, and inhuman j whether it really 
changes their manhers, or only difeovers thole 
vices, which would otherwife remain con¬ 
cealed. 

The firft ftroke by which he evidenced th zSixtbou- 
tafte he had conceived for cruelty, was thcf a7ld P ri - 
murdering of fix or feven thoufand priloners are . 

r D ri r 11 , , r . r m a jJ aCre d 

Three thouland men after the battle having or- by bu 
fered to furrender to him, he promifed them order. 
their lives, if they would deferve that grace by 
attacking their companions* who were not yet 
defeated. They did fo 5 and in the fight that; 
enfued, many having been killed on both Tides, 
all that remained of the two bodies to the num¬ 
ber of fix thoufand men furrendered to him 
upon his parole. He affembled them all in the 
fame place, giving them hopes that he would 
diftribute them into his legions. But he or¬ 
dered, that they fhould be malfacred at the 
time, that he was holding the Senate in the 
temple of Bellona not far from that place. And 
this aftion fo horrible in itfelf is not the moft 
Ihocking circumftance relating to the affair. 

On the terrible cry raifed by thofe wretches when 
they faw themfelves on the point of being 
butchered, the whole Senate exprefling concern, 

Sylla never changed countenance, but with a 


(a) EUotw? 9 rjJo< 7 £Tp» 4 /a]o 
rar? [uyctTMiq ifac/ai? ha- 

-O _ \ < \ *f\ / 9 

«? xa r,chj a* 

i Jera*? in) ran ctfX?* Tf>o- 
mu'iy aKK EftTrtaxIa ^avva 
x] aVav$fwTra 7roisa«»'?.—■* 


liTJ x/«!<r»? Ir» xi uelaGc,\A 

(pvcr’:u<; wo rv%ix s »ri 
fav V 970X1 tpctyjK, aVoxa^v^*? if 

tijoveix xax»c*y. Flue, in 
Sylla. 


Na 


cool 
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a. R. 6;c. CO ol air and a tranquillity fcarce to be expefted 
. " ' '"’from a tyrant inured in blood from his infancy ; 

(a) Father j, laid he to the Senators, favour me 
with ycur attention \ it is only a fmall number 
of feditious , that are pitting to death by my 
order. 

R-ymsf..la This daughter was a kind of fignal for the 

murders, with which the city was filled the 

SaliaiL days. One of the firft victims of 

Catil. 
n. si. 


the 


Sylla’s vengeance was the cruel Damafippus, 
whofe death all the world approved. It 
victor had deftroyed only fuch pefts of the pub- 
lick, the joy of the people had been univerfak 
But he inveteratcly purfued all the remains of 
the conquered party : befides which, tbofe 
about him, and fuch as had molt credit with 
him, ridded themlelves by his authority and 
confent, either of their perfonal enemies, or 
even of thofe, whofe fortunes they defired. 

In the midft of fo many horrors, the Senate 
being aflembled, murmurs and complaints were 
Rented : and Q^Catulu?, the Ion of him whom 
Marius had caufed to be put to death, ventured 

V. 21. to raife his voice and to fay aloud : How then 
Flor. HI. are we to Iive> if we kill tbofe in battle who 

have arms in their hand q and in peace tbofe who 
have none ? A young man calk-d C. Mecellus 
went farther *, and addrdfing himiilf to Sylla 
in perfon, he afkcd him what end the pubiick ca« 
families were to have. Fcr> added he, we do 
not feck to feve thefe )0U lave condemned to perijlo *, 
but it is juft that tbofe , whofe hves yon intend to 
fpart , fhould be put out of their pin. Sylla 
having replied, that he had not yet determined 


Prefer ip 

tier.. 

Plat. 

Syll. 

Grait. 


21 


(a) H^c a^n-.us, P C. oecidumur. Sgn. de Chro. 
Seditiofi raacu'.i n»cO iafla 1 . 12 . 
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who thofe were, to whom his grace fhould f R * s l<k 

i r~* c l ♦ j t Si« 

extend, one Furndius, a mean man and an ab^ 
jeft flatterer, took upon him to fpcak thus: 

IVell then , let us know , who thcfe are you have 
condemned. Sylla replied, he would do fo: 
and in this manner was introduced that proferip- 
tion, which even now ftrikes us with horror af¬ 
ter fo many ages. 

For the next day Sylla, without taking the Pint, 
advice of any of the perfons in office, cauled a 
lift of fourfeore names to be made out, and 
fixed upon the Forum, at the head of which 
were the two Confuls of the year, Carbo and 
Marius*, then Scipio and Norbanus*, who 
had been Confuls the year before ; next Scrto- 
rius; and laftly all thofe who had diftinguifhed 
themfelves molt amongft the enemies of the 
victorious party. The next day came out a 
new lift of two hundred and twenty ; and the 
third of a like number. And Sylla haranguing 
the people upon this head, told them, that he 
had proferibed fuch as he remembered, and 
that in proportion as others fhould occur to his Appian, 
memory, he would proferibe them. He added, 
that he would pardon none of his enemies, and 
that he would treat with the utmoft rigour all 
thofe, who, from the day Scipio had broken 
the treaty with him and his promife, had done 
the contrary party any fervice, either in com¬ 
manding armies, or as Quseftors or Tribunes 
of the loldiers, or in a word in any manner 
whatfoever. 

We fee here the extent he gave his revenge, 
and how great the number of criminals was to 
be. Search was made after them both in Rome ? 

and throughout all Italy. It was a crime to have 
carried arms under Carbo, Norbanus, or Ma- 

N 3 rius; 
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a. r. 67c. rius •, to have paid the taxes they had impofed ; 

a word, to have aided them either with 
counfel, provifions, or money. The ties of 
friendfhip and hofpitality, common intereft in 
affairs, to have lent or borrowed money of any 
one of Syila’s enemies; fufficed for being con¬ 
demned. We muft obferve, that it was prim 
cipaliy againft the rich, that all thefe heads of 
accufation were made to take place. After this 
account, it is eafy to conceive, that the number 
Val.Max. °f the profcribed increafed to fuch a degree, that 
IX. 2. it was made to amount to four thoufand ieven 

hundred, of which two thoufand were Knights 
and Senators. And the tyrant was fo far from 
being affiamed of fuch deteftable barbarity, 
that he caufed the names of this multitude 
of the prcfcribed to be inferted in the pub- 
lick Regifters; as if the queftion had been 
fome glorious exploit, of which it was ne- 
cefiary to tranfmit the remembrance to pofte- 
rity. 

The edi& of profcrtption puniflied com- 
paffion and humanity as crimes, making it death 
to receive a profcribed perfon, or to give him 
refuge, without excepting father, brother, or 
fon. On the contrary two talents were promifed 
to the ailaffins as a reward for each murder, 
though it fhould be even a (lave, that fbould 
kill his mafter, or a fon his father. Befides 
which, the eftates of the profcribed were con- 
fifcated, and, what feemed the mod unjuft, 
their fons and grandfons were declared incapa¬ 
ble of pofieffing any office. This laft circum- 
ftance has been much cenfured by many.writers: 
but none have painted it with more force than 
Sajluft, who makes Lepidus fpeak to this 

effeft. 



% 

Marius, Papirius, Coriiftil?. 183 

effeft. (a) Sylla was the only one , fince the crea - A * R. £?«>< 
f/w of man, that conceived pitnijbmenis for tbofe^ uC ' 
not yet in being *, for whom injuiy was provided 
and fixed , even before life itfelf. 

The profcription was not confined to Rome .* 
it was extended, as we have laid, 1 6 all the 
cities of Italy: and neither temple, private 
dwelling, nor father’s houfe, was a place of 
fafety. Hufbands were butchered in their wives 
arms, and fons in thofe of their mothers. Even 
wives were included in this fatal (laughter, and 
given up to the fwordsof the murderers. And 
the number of thofe, who were facrificed to 
revenge and refentment, was very fliort of fuch 
as were profcribed upon account of their riches. 

The aflaffins themfelves frequently faid, that 
fuch an one owed his condemnation and death 

t 

to a fine houfe that he pofieffed; another to his 
gardens; and a third to his hot baths. 

Plutarch in particular cites one Q. Aurelius, 
a peaceable man, who never intermeddled in any 
affairs, who had no other fhare in the calamities 
of his country than the compaffion, which he 
felt for- the misfortunes of others. This man 
having applied himfelf to read the lift of the 
profcribed, only out of curiofity, perceived 
his own name in it. Unfortunate man! cried 
he *, it is my eftate at Alba , that profcribes me: 
and fome paces from thence his throat was 
cut. 

Another found himfelf in the fame cafe, but Diodor, 
^ith an effential difference: this was, that he a P ud * 
infuked the unfortunate, and vented his malig- Vales * 

* 

fa) Quin folus oiftnium pofuit, quis prius injuria 
po\\ memoriam hominum quam vita certa eflet. Sail. 
i'upplicia iu poftfuturos com- Hifi. 1. 

N 4 nant 
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What we know of moft circumftantial. 


■DUS. 

P:ut. 


A. R. ^ Tiant an<i odious reflections on every name hq 
**** ‘ read (g). The divine juftice, as Diodorus Si* 

cuius obferves, punifhed him for it in the fadt. 
His own name was upon the fatal lift. When 
he faw it, he was (truck dumb, and was for 
making off by ftealth *, but he was difcovered, 
and put to the fword. 

Cruelties Hiftorians have left us few accounts of the 
cfCatzU- particular fadts, which relate to this profcrip 

ra. Horrid . 1 r 

f’urr.&Tz-.nt tl0n * 

cfikrim are the exploits of Catilina, who now firft 
Granted- commenced to perpetrate the greateft crimes, 

He began by killing his brother, and after¬ 
wards prevailed on Sylla to have him inierted 
amongft the profcribed. To exprefs his gra¬ 
titude for this horrible favour, he charged him- 
felf with the punifliment of M. Marius Gratis 
dianus, whom (b) Sylla had condemned to be 
facrificed upon the tomb of Catulus, a man of 
great lenity, and who would have been very 
far from debring fuch a revenge. But this was 
by way of reprizal for the death of L. Gefar, 
murdered fome years before by the contrary 
fadtion on the tomb of Q. Varius. 

The unfortunate Gratidianus, who had been 
almoft adored by the Roman People, was in 
confequence dragged through the llreets of 


Sen. de 
Ira. III. 


Rome to the other fide of the Tiber, and whip¬ 
ped with rods by executioners all the way. 
When he came to the place of punifhment, 
Catilina caufed his eyes to be pulled out, his 
hands and tongue to be cur off, the bones of 


/ i y r 5 * * * / 

[a j Hco: csifMnov 

i'pi ci; to ? cizaypctli 
rr,» rt*? a*ArrK>ls*» Tr^’rr, fsi- 
h?,xi rrr •E'^'rK'Ts: ?Tj kczx'z 

ftjttjflur. Died. 


(bJ Catilina M. Marium 
ante buftum Q^Catuli car- 
pebat, gravillimus 
viri cineribus. Sente. 
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Ant. C. 82, 

his body, he put an end to his punifhment 
and life, by cutting off his head. A Senator, 
who was prefent at this horrible fight, having 
been taken ill and fwooning away, was killed 
upon the fpot. Catilina took the head of 
Gratidianus bleeding frefh, and brought it to 
Sylia’s feet in the Forum : after which to add 
impiety to inhumanity, he went to wafh his 
hands at the font of purifying water in the 
Temple of Apollo. 

Catilina deferved reward from Sylla. He 
was accordingly placed at the head of the Gau- 
)i(h loldiers, who performed mofl of thefe cru¬ 
el executions. With their aid he deftroyed a 
great number of the Knights of greateft di- 
ftinftion, amongft whom was Q. Caecilius his 
brother-in-law, whom he killed with his own 
hand. 

Cicero gives us alfo a circumftance, which Oppiamcu* 
will fhew in what manner private revenges 
were praftifed under the colour of Sylla’s. Op J rivater *- 

* J * tvttivg un- 

pianicus, a Roman Knight of the city of La - derfavour 
rinum in Apulia, a man who had committed oftbepro- 
the greeted crimes, having caufed his wife’s^ r ^ /,w? * 
brother to be affafiinated, that his own Son c £ e ^° 
might have the foie inheritance of a grandmo¬ 
ther’s eflate, was threatened by the relations of 
{he deceafed, that if they could difeover 
proofs, they would profecute him juridically. 

That wretch repaired to Rome and got a com- 
mifiion from Sylla; and when he returned to 
Larinum with loldiers, he caufed all who had 

threatened to accufe him to be put to death. 

■ 

No 

a 


his thighs to be broken, and after having tor¬ 
mented him in this manner in every part of 


t 
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a. R. 670. No body can doubt but fo many cruelties 

Crtoattbe infinitely prejudice people againft their 
age of four- author. But fear fuppreffed all other fenti- 
tcev,defres me nts 5 and the haughty Romans, the fuperb 

£ ^ ^ rulers of nations, groaned themfelves (hattteful- 
Plat. Cat. ly in flavery under the moft mercilefs Tyrant 

that ever was. Only one child is to be quo¬ 
ted in thefe times as an example of generofi- 
ty. Cato, then fourteen years old, feemed the 
foie perfon who retained the ancient principles 
of his country, and a Roman heart. Sylla was 
the friend of his family, and gave him admit¬ 
tance to vific him fometimes. This was a An¬ 


gular favour •, and young Cato’s Prseceptor, & 
prudent man who knew, how honourable and 
advantagious this ciftinftion was for his pupil* 
often carried him to Sylla’s houfe. Every 
thing there breathed horror: nothing was feen 
but bleeding heads, brought thither from all 
parts, or unhappy citizens, to perifh in tor- 
meats. The boy, (truck with this horrid fight, 
and feeing every body groaning in fecret, a(k- 
ed his tutor, why no body killed fuch a 
tyrant. It is , replied he, becaufe be is Jlill 
snore feared than bated. Why tben z replied the 
child, have you not given me a [word , that I 
might kill the tyrant , and deliver my country 


C't'c.rfrc-from flavery. He uttered thofe words with 

a tone vo * ce ’ an d an afpect, that made 
'tb?inter- Sarpedon tremble. So his Mafter was called. 


aJpjTi 0 f who from thenceforth was very watchful of his 


powerful 
friends. 
Sy!:a's 
e words on 
that Sub- 


popit, left he fhould undertake a bold thing, 
that no body eife dared to think of. 

Amongft thofe, who efcaped the profcrip- 
tion, no name is fo famous as that of Csefar, 


h a ' who was then but eighteen years old: I have 
Csi - ‘ already faid, that he was the nephew of Marius’s 

Pi at.* CzC wife, 
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wife, and confequently coufin german of young 
Marius, then Conful. He had contraded a 


A. R. 670 , 
Ant. C. Si, 


new engagement with that party, by marrying 
the daughter of Cinna, whom all the power 
of the conqueror Sylia could not induce him to 
repudiate. He was therefore obliged to hide 
himfelf, and though he had actually the quar¬ 


tan ague, to change his retreat almoft every 
night. He was even on one occafion difeo- 
vered by Sylia* s guards: but he extricated 
himfelf out of their hands by great gifts of 
money. He had powerful friends, that folici- 
ted for him. Sylia however long continued 
inflexible. At length as they prefled him, 
and afked what he could fear from a child: 


(a) Ton will have it fo , faid Sylia. Well I 

grant it. But take notice 1 tell you that you 
fave the future dejiroyer of our work , and of 
the whole party of the nobility. For in that boy 
/ fee many Marius's. Never was predidion 
more exadly verified: and it proves that Syl¬ 
ia had great penetration, and knew mankind 
extremely well. Another faying is related of 
him to the fame effed in refped to Csefar, who 
in .his youth affeded great effeminacy, aflfumed 
the airs of a coxcomb, and always wore his gir¬ 
dle very loofe. (b) Sylia was not deceived by 
this foft outfide, and ufed frequently to fay, 
Have a care of that loofe-girded boy •, he is far 
from being what he would appear . Clemency to 
Ca?far was in a manner extorted out of Sylia. 


(a) Vincerent, ac fibi ha- multos Marios inefle. Suet. 
berent: dummodo lcirent (b) Unde emanafle SyUse 
pum quem incolumen tamo- dittum (ferunt) optimates 
pere cuperent, quandoque fzepius admonemis, ut male 
optimatium partibus. quas praecinftum puerum cave- 
U eurofimul aefendiffeat, ex- renc. Suet. Ceef. 4 6. 
jtio faturum: Caefari 

However 

% 
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a. R. 67-However Csefar was obliged to remove from 

’’Italy, and he went to Aha to make his firft 
campaigns under Minucius Thirmus. 

End of the In the mean time the fiege of Prxnefte 
fiwf ended, and fupplied new matter for Sylla’s 

crue ' t 7 - He hzd fent thither to Lucretius 
jnngMa- Ofella his Lieutenant the head of Telefinus, 
rw. killed at the battle of Porta Collina, and 
JPP“?- thofe of the two Roman Commanders, Car- 

Svll. Liv. r i nas an d Marcius, maffacred by his orders 
Epit. after the battle : he alfo fent him the head of 

Gratidianus *, inlomuch that the befieged fee¬ 
ing, they had loft all their Leaders, and know¬ 
ing the defertion of Norbanus and Carbo, 
having no refource, they chofe to open their 
gates, to the Viftor. The Conful Marius how¬ 
ever would not furrender himfelf: but having 
endeavoured to make his efcape through vaults, 
that led from the city into the country, and 
finding the outlets ciofed and guarded by foi- 
diers, he fought with young Telefinus, the 
brother of him of whom we have been fpeak- 
ing. Their defign was to deliver themfelves 
both at once by an honourable death from the 
punifhments Sylla prepared for them. But 
Marius after having killed his friend, finding 
himfelf only wounded, ordered one of his (laves 
to make an end of him. His head was car¬ 
ried to Sylla, who caufed it to be fee up upon 
the Tribunal of Harangues, and who on look¬ 
ing at it infulted the youth of that Conful, who 
(bould have learnt , faid he, to -handle the oar , 
before be undertook to manage the helm . 

Pl,j t j n Young Marius had fcarce (hewn himfelf an 
Marco, imitator of his father, except in refpeft to his 

cruelty. For the reft, after having at firft 
(hewn fome figns of bravery, which had even 

caufet} 
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caufed him to be called the [on of Mars 7 he de- A * R * 6 7°- 
parted fo much from his firft effays, that he Am ' ' %2 ' 
deferved rather .to be called the [on of Venus. 

It is however obferved, as a proof of th t Sylla af 
high idea Sylla had of that young enemy, that>»« the 
he did not affume the furname of Happy , till he-%£ name 

had got rid of him. But I do not find this Veil!Ti. 
obfervation and precife date in any author, but 27. 
one, whofe credit is not entirely to be re- piut - in 
lied on. It is however true, that Sylla, who 

during his whole life thought it for his honour, ^ 

as we have obferved, to be favoured by for¬ 
tune, and to be what is called a fortunate 
man, folemnly affumed that furname about this 
time; infomuch that he caufed himfelf to be 
called L. Cornelius Sylla Fcslix ; and in writing 
to the Greeks, or in the Rdifts, which were 
to be tranflated into the Greek tongue, he 
rendered the word Fcelix by that of ’Et u(p^Jno ; 7 
as much as to fay beloved by Venus. And his 
wife Metella having lain in of twins, a fon 
and a daughter, he caufed the one to be called 
Fauftus , and the other Faufta , that is Happy 
or Fortunate in the different genders. What 
good-fortune is this ? Can that of a man co¬ 
vered with the blood of his country, and who 
had rendered himfelf the horror of human 
race, deferve that name ? 

As foon as the city of Prasnefte was taken; Maffacre 
Sylla went thither, Lucretius had already executed by 
caufed feveral Senators of Marius’s party to be tn 
killed, whom he had found in that city. Sylla 
compleated the affair and condemned thofe to 
die whom his Lieutenant had imprifoned. He 
afterwards ordered all the perfons in Praenefte 
to be divided into three bands, Romans, Prx- 
neftini, and Samnites. He cold the Romans 

they 
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a. r. 670. they had deferred death but that he would 
***■ ' ^pardon them in confideration of their common 

country. As to the Praeneftini* he began by 
examining the different cafes in which they 
might be, in order to regulate his eondudt ac¬ 
cordingly. Then finding the difcufTion would 
take up too much of his time, he ordered, that 
they Ihould be all maflacred with the Samnites, 
none of whom he ever pardoned. He ex¬ 
cepted only one of the Prseneftini, which was 
the perfon, in whofe houfe he lodged. But 
that generous man, faying that he would not 
be indebted for his life to the butcher of his 
fellow citizens, threw himfelf into the midft 


Cities pro - 

fcribed , 
fold ard 
d&KGi lined 

by Sjih. 

Hor. III. 

21. 


Strsb 

c.V. 


of them, and was put to the fword with the 
reft. The number of thofe who perifhed on 
this occafion amounted, according to Plutarch, 
to twelve thoufand. Only the women and 
children were fpared. The city was plundered 
by the troops, and the territory confifcated for 
the benefit of the Roman People. 

It did not fuffice Sylla to prcrfcribe private 
perfonsi he profcribed whole cities. Not to 
mention thofe whofe walls he demoliflied with 
their citadels, and loaded with taxes and fines, 
many were fold by auftion with their territo¬ 
ries •, Praenefte, of which we have juft been 
fpeaking, Spoletum, Interamna, Florence. He 
caufed the city of Sulmo in the country of the 
Volfri to be proceeded againft juridically, and 
condemned to be demoliflied. He exercifed 


P- 2 -t 9 * the fame rigour againft the cities of the Sam- 

nites: and Strabo affirms, that in his time they 
were only either villages, or lay entirely in 
ruins; and amongft others, he mentions Bovi- 
anum, Eternia, and Telefia. 


Italy 
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Ifaly was reduced, and no body in it made a. r. 67 o. 

any farther refiftance againft Sylla. But there *pompeyYs* 
ftill remained great wrecks of the conquered fent into 

party difperfed in the Provinces, Pcrpcrna \n Slci! y t0 
Sicily, Carbo and Domitius in Africa, and 
Sertorius in Spain. As to the latter, it co ^ the con- 
many efforts and years to deftroy him: we quered 
fhall fpeak of him at large in the fequel. P art y* 

Pompey was fent by Sylla in purluit of the 
reft. 

As foon as he appeared in Sicily, Perperna pi u t. in 
retired, and Carbo came of himfelf to furren- Pomp. & 
der. For having fet out from Africa with fe- A PP Ian - 
veral Senators and other perfons of note, who 
had continued faithful to him, and having ad¬ 
vanced to the ifland of * CofTura, to endea¬ 
vour to get certain intelligence from Italy, he 
detached L. Brutus in a ftfhing-boat, with or¬ 
ders to go to Lilybasum and inform himfelf, 
whether Pompey was in Sicily. The boat was 
feized, and Brutus feeing that he could not ef- 
cape, killed himfelf, by laying, the handle of 
his fword againft the bench of the rowers, and 
throwing himfelf upon the point with the 

whole weight of his body, Pompey being Death of 
apprized, that Carbo was in the ifland 0 fCarbo. 
CofTura, fent to take him, with all that ac¬ 
companied him: and caufed them immediate¬ 
ly to, be put to death, except Carbo, in re- 
fpedt to whom he acted in the manner, that 
juftly deferved the imputation of pride and in¬ 
humanity. Indeed, fays Plutarch, he could 
fcarce have difpenfed with depriving him of 
life. But every body blamed a young man of Val. Max. 
twenty-four, and only a Roman Knight, for ^ ^ ^ 

P. Pluc. * 


* Pantalarea, 


having 
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a- r. 6:0.having caufed a Conful to be dragged before 
^c* fc-him, then adually invefted with that luprenie 

dignity for the third time, and who had even 
formerly done him fervice in the caufe he had 
to defend concerning the honour and for¬ 
tunes of his father. Pompey inveighed from his 
tribunal againft that untortunate perfon pro- 
fixate at his feet * and afterwards ordered him 
to be led to execution. Carbo (hewed as much 
cowardice in dying, as he had cruelty and in- 
folence during his profperity. To gain a few 
miferable moments of life, he pretended a cho- 
lick, that obliged him to go afide a little * 
but as he ftayed there too long, a foldier went 
and cut off his head in that wretched afyium. 
That head was fent to Rome to be prelented 
to Sylla. 

Death of The death of Valerius Soranus drew alfo 
Serous, reproaches upon Pompey : and he would de- 

ferve them, if the fads were certain. Sora¬ 
nus was a perfon of condition, and had • been 
Prstor •, befides which, he was the moft learn¬ 
ed of the Romans, and perfectly verfed as 
well in Philofophy, as in what related to the 
rights and ceremonies of the Religion of his 
country. Pompey, fays an author, after hav¬ 
ing afked him abundance of queftions in walk¬ 
ing with him, and having got out of him 
what he wanted to know, ordered him to be 
executed. This manner of afting is undoubt¬ 
edly vile and perfidious. But it is related by 
C. Oppius, Csfar’s friend, and therefore juftiy 
Party's to be fufpe&ed in regard to Pompey. And 
^**9. indeed Plutarch affirms, that he lent himfelf 

with reluctance and through forcq, to Sylla’s 
revenge, and if he was obliged to put thofe to 
death, who were taken in the fight and with 

the 
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the knowledge of the publick, he (hut 
eyes to many, who lay hid in different re¬ 
treats, and even aided fome to make, their 
efcapes. 

He did more, and Ventured to aft with 
generofity on a confpicuous occafion. He had 
i'efolved to chaftife the city of Himera, which 
had followed Marius’s party. The principal Genmjtty^ 
perfon of that city, whofe name was Sthenius/^**^' 
came to him, and earneftly defired him not 
to inflid upon an innocent multitude the punifh- 
ment due only to one criminal. And who 
is that criminal? faid Pompey. Why me a re¬ 
plied Sthenius. I am the only one , who engaged 
my fellow-citizens in the party oppofite to yours. 

1 brought. my friends into it by perjuafion ; and 
compelled my enemies to enter into it' by force . In 
confluence I alone am refponfibU for a faulty 
which I alone committed. . Pompey judged, that 
3 man of fuch heroick cour4ge, was more 
worthy of his friendfhip than pupiftiment *, and 
not only pardoned him, but the whole city on 
his account. 

The reft of his conduct was of a piece with Pcmpe/i 
this, and Sicily had great reafon to be faci$fied" 7//> ^ 
with him in every refpefr. Juftige had 
fufpended there a great, while, no dogbf be- Sicily. * 
caufe the civil wars prevented that ifland frqm Diod. 
enjoying the neceflary tranquillity. Pompey apud 
judged both the differences between qitigs, Vales ’ 
and the caufes of particulars, with perfect up- 
derftanding and equity. He only fpokg with 
haughtinels to the Mamertines, who were for 
declining his Tribunal, and allcdged their pri¬ 
vileges. Laws are not to b,e pleaded, faid he to 
them, to a man who has arms in his hands. 

This difeourfe was lofty *, bui hi$ a^liQns were 

Vol. X. O guided 
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^•guided byjuftice; befides which the great purity 
"of his manners, and remotenefs from the fran- 
tick pleafures to which youth is fo violently 
prone, drew admiration upon him. He a Ho 
took care, that oppreffions, from which he ab- 
ftained himfelf, fhould not be pradtifed by 
thofe under his command. He carried that 
condudt into a fmgular precaution with refpedt 
to the foluiers. For having been informed, 
that they diperfed upon marches to plunder, 
he caufed their fwords to be fealed at the mouth 
of the fcabbard, and he who broke the feal 
was punifhed. 


SECT. II. 

Sylla caufes himfelf to be nominated Dictator. 
Unlimited power given him. He appears in 
publick attended in the mojl terrible manner . 
He caufed Lucretius Ofella to be maffacred 
in the Forum , for funding for the Confuljhip 

contrary to his order. He triumphs over 
Mitbridates . Sylla’s Laws. He weakens and 
depreffes the fribumftoip. He augments the 

inclofure of the city. He fells the eflates of 
the profcribed in a tyrannical manner. Good¬ 
will of a bad Poet rewarded by Sylla. Sylla 
a man of pie a fur e. Craffus inriches himfelf 
with the eflates of the profcribed. Product 

ari/tng from the Jale of thofe eflates to the pub- 
lick Treafury. affair of Sex. Rofcius. Be¬ 
ginnings of Cicero. His birth. His firft 
Jludies. He is admired from thenceforth . 
His application on quilting the Schools : Phi - 
lofophy: Law: Exercifes proper for Elo¬ 
quence. He is charged with the caufe of 
Sex. Rofcius , and pleads it with abundance 

°f 
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t>f courage and liberty . He makes a voyage 
into Afia. Grief of Apollonius Molo on bis 
account . He praftifes Aft ion with Rofcius the 
Comedian . Heath of .Norbanus. Taking of 
Nola and Volaterra. P cm fey is fent into 
Africa againjt Domitius . Ridiculous advert* 
Cure, that retards him fome days. Battle , in 
which Domitius is defeated and killed . Pom- 
pey carries the war into Numidia. Sylla re- 
calls him. Emotion of Pompefs foldiers oH 
that occafion . Surname of Great given hint 
by Sylla , who however refujes him a Triumphs 
Bold faying of Pompey. His triumph . Sylla 
at the fame time Conful and Di ft a tor. Ex¬ 
ceeding gratitude of Metellus to the author of 
his father's re-eftablifment. Murenas Tri¬ 
umph , and account of the war he had made 
with Mithridates. Mithridates puts an end 
to the revolt of the People of Colchis by giving 
them his fon for King: and then kills him. 
Occafion of Murena's declaring war againji 
Mithridates. • Inconfiderable events of that 
war. End of the war. Verres , Dolabella's 
lieutenant > Proconful of Cilicia. He is for 
taking away the daughter of Pbilodamus: and 
afterwards caufes Pbilodamus himfelf and his 
fon to be condemned to die. Ten thoufand 
flaves made free by Sylla. Lands diftributed 
to the officers and foldiers of twenty-three 
legions. Sylla abdicates the Diftatorfhip. Re¬ 
flexions upon that event. Ceremony of the ab¬ 
dication. Sylla is infulted by a young man. 
He reproaches Pompey with having made Le- 
fidus Conful. He gives a feaft of feveral 
dqys to the People. Death of Metella. Sylla 
marries again With Valeria. Sylla has the 

He gives laws to the inhabitants 
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of Puzzuoli . He works upon the Memoirs, of 
bis life till two days before his death. His 
will. Loji violence of Sylla. He dies. Re¬ 
flexion upon the funic* me of Fort a pate affumed 

by Sylla. His obfequies. 


bad reigned hitherto in fact, 
$l!:a (ou. C 3 without title. He was tor colouring 


but 
his 

fa bixft.f ivy av with l’ome rt (peeled name, in order that 
to be nc- j c {Vt \^ : n0£ f ccm a rn ecr tyranny. Befides 

mnatta ~ 

Dilatory w'hicn :t was nectiiary to give the Loinmon- 


App:au. wealth an head, which it had not had fince 

the death ot the Consuls Marius and Carbo. 
He theretorc took, advantage of that oceafion v 
and having quitted the city, he wrote to the 
Senate, that he believed it proper to choofe an 
Intersrx. This office was not ufed ^mongft 
the Romans, but when there weFe bo Curuie 
Magistrates in the Commonwealth. Accord¬ 
ingly Sylla’s propofol is a proof, that the year 
670 being elapfcd, had put an -end to the 
Magiftracy of the Pryors ^nd ^EdiUs* and 
that wc are now come to the year 67 1. 

•" € " J * The election was made according to cuftom 

^v. c. si.^ ^ p atr j c i anS3 . af ^ ^ Valerius Fiaceus, then 

Prince of the Senate, was. choicn Intern*. 
Sylia then dhcovered foirpfelf. It was imagin¬ 
ed, that, the nomination o.f an blern* was 
only previous to the election of Confuls. But 
Sylia made known Ins intentions by a letter, 
which he wrote to Flaccus, wherein he direct¬ 
ed him to declare in hi$ name to the People, 
that ]\t thought it neetflary to nominate a 
Qi£tator t .and that* not for a limited time, but 
till the city, Italy, and the Commonwealth had 
recovered the violent fhocks they had fuftained 
during civil war. h was mamfeft, that it 

was 
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was to himfelf he expeded the Didatorfhip A - H. 671 
fhouid 'be given. But that there might be no' Ant, ^‘ ** 

• D 

ambiguity in this point, he added at the bot¬ 
tom of the letter, that it they thought fit to 
lay that burthen upon him, he fhouid be content 
to add this to his fervices of the Common¬ 
wealth. 

• There was no liberty to be hoped. The 
People at leaft feized the fhadow and image of 
it, in going through the ceremony of giving 
their fuffrages, as for an eledion dependent on 
their will. In this manner was the Didator- 
fiiip revived in Rome, after an interval of an 
hundred and twenty years, and with two re¬ 
markable differences: the one, that it was the 

• People, who created Sylla Didator, where¬ 
as the nomination 'to that office had always 
been made hitherto by the fupreme magiftratfe 
of the Commonwealth, that is, by a Conful, 
or a military Tribune. The other, and much 
the more important, difference is, that other 
Didators had never been created but for fix 
months, and now the time was indefinite. 

• The power of the Didator was no lefs fo. Unlimited 
Fo'r though in the better ages of the Common-/®^ ■ 
wealth the Didatorfhip is called by Hiftorians to 

a monarchical, and even tyrannical, power, J 
Sylla did not content himfelf with the privi¬ 
leges ufually annexed to that formidable office. 

It was exprefsly fpecrfied in the law paffed by Piut. in 
th z Interrex for his eledion, not only that all Sylla, 
he had done for the paft, was approved and 
ratified; but that for the future he fhouid 

* Fabius Maximus bad. People t but only with the title 
been inwefiei with the power . of Prodifiator . Rom. Hift. 
of the DUlatorJhip by the Vol. V.atthe beginning. 
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A- *• 671. have full power to do whatever he thought fit 
Ant4C * Sl * to deprive the citizens of life without the form 

of trial; to confifcatc their eftates j to fettle 
Colonies ^ to build or deflroy cities *, and to 
give or take away Kingdoms, at his difere- 
tion : (a) the mofl: iniquitous law, in Cicero’s 
judgment, and the lead worthy of that name, 
that ever was. Sylla having taken poffeflion 
of the Diclatorlhip, rewarded the abjed bafer 
nefs with which Flaccus had given in to all his 
views, by making him his mailer of the 

Horfe. 


He appears 

in pul lick 

ottmdid in 

the cioft 
terrible 
tsanxer. 

Appian. 


Accordingly he appeared in the Forum with 
an attendance moil capable of infpiring terror, . 
He was preceded by four and twenty Lidors, 
carrying the rods and axes: a fight entirely 
new to all then living, who had never feen 4 
Didator. The Confuls indeed had each twelve 


Lidors: but only one of thofe two Magi* 
flrates ever made his walk before hijn in the 
city: the other had only a ferjeant: befides 
• which the axes, that were fymbols of life and 
death, never appeared in Rome with the Con? 
fubry fafees. Syila, befides the Lidors, had a 
numerous guard around him : and he ufed the 
power conferred upon him in ail its extent, 
He gave a terrible example of this at the 
Htcaufrs eledicn of Confuls. 


%f u ; For, to preferve the Commonwealth in its 
be alp- ancient form, he would have Confuls, Pr^tors, 
cred v- toe and the other Magiflrates created as ufual. 
ForuTr^fer Lucretius Ofella, who had lately taken Prs? 

fhCmju- ne ^ e ’ ^ving fet up as a Candidate for the 


fr-p con¬ 
trary to 
bis order. 

Plut. 

Liv. Epit. 
Appian. 


(a) Omnium If gum i’.i- 
quilHuiam di£m:iimair.q ;e 
le^’.s efle arburor earn ouam 

P * 

L flaccus Icterrcx cc r-La 


tul.t, ut omnia quzcumque 
ille feciiTe efTent ra:a. GV. 
in Rail. III. 5. 
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Confulffiip, the Di&ator forhad him to ftand a. r. 670. 
for that office. He, who law he had friends mC% 3u 

m l 

and intereft, and had quite recently done fo 
great a fervice to Sylla’s party by the reduc¬ 
tion of Praenefte, believed he might negleft 
that prohibition with impunity. But whillf he 
perfifted in canvaffing with the citizens in the 
Forum, the -Dictator, who from his tribunal 
faw what paffed, lent a Centurion to him, 
who * killed him upon -the fpot. On this 
murder a tumult of the whole multitude en- 
fued: the Centurion was feized, and brought to 
Sylla’s feet. Let him go , faid the Dictator, 
he has only obeyed my orders . He then told the 
afiernbled People a fable, that I fhall relate af¬ 
ter Appian, as highly proper to fhew the in- 
conceiveable haughtinefs and tyrannical fpirit of 
Sylla, though little fuitable to the dignity of 
Hiftory. He faid, that a countryman, being 
bitten by lice, cleared his fhirc of them once 
or twice, but the third time he threw it into 
the fire. Apply this example to y ourfelves > add¬ 
ed he: and don } t let the conquered , after having 
been twice chaftized , force me for a third time to 
have recourfe to the fire , that they may fpare 
themfelves that effetf. It is eafy to judge, that 
no body prefentcd themfelves to ftand for the 
Confulffiip, but with the permiffion of this ter¬ 
rible Di&ator. He caufed M. Tullius Decula 
and Cn. Cornelius Dolabella to be elefted, who 
had only the tide without the power of Con- 
fuls. 

* 7 follow Plutarch. How- killed by Bellienus t Cat Hinas 
ever Afonins Pedianus fays t uncle . 
that Lucretius 0fella was 

O 4 M. Tullius 

* 
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M. Tullius Decula. 

Cn. Cornelius Dolabella. 


Be fri- Sylla, towards the latter end of the month of 
uinph January, entered Rome in triumph. He tri- 

IhridHu] um P‘ Llc d over Mithridaces only, and was praifed 
Val.Max.wkh reafon for not fuffcring to appear in that 
II. 8 . Plat, pomp, either the name of any citizen con* 

quered by him, or the reprefentation of any 
city belonging to the Romans, though he had 
taken fome and reduced others. His triumph 
was magnificent, and adorned with the richeft 
fpoils of Afia. But what conftituted its prim* 
cipal ornament, was a long file of the moft 
illuftrious and principal ptrfons of the Senate 
and city, who having been protefted by him 
from the fury of Marius and Cinna, followed 
his chariot, calling him their Father and Prefer- 
ver, and protefting, that they were indebted to 
him for their return to their country, and for the 
happinefs they enjoyed in feeing their wives and 
children again ; and laftly for life itfelf. The 
ceremony of the triumph continued two days. 
Qn the firft, fifteen thoufand pounds in weight 
of gold, and an hundred and fifteen of filver, 
were borne in it, which were the fruits of the 
war with Mithridates ; on the fecond, thirteen 
thoufand pounds of gold, and fix thoufand of 
filver, which had been faved either at the burn¬ 
ing of the Capitol, or taken out of different 
temples, and afterwards carried to Prsenefte 
by young Marius; and this money was expreffed 
in a painting, carried in pomp according to cuf- 
tom and fo exhibited to the People. 

The Dictator afterwards 'applied himfelf (0 
reforming the State, by the eftablifhment of 


new 


4 
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p'ew laws: and he did it with a wifdom by A. R. 67ft 
which it might well have beeh defired that he nt ‘ ’ * 
had regulated his whole conduct. 

Some of thefe laws regarded the crimes con¬ 
trary to the intent of civil Society, cheating 
and falfe-witnefs, coining, violence to the ci¬ 
tizens, poifoning and affafiination. In refpedt 
to all thefe crimes* which could not but have 
multiplied exceedingly, during the troubles and 
horrors of the civil wars, he either renewed or 
increafed the punifhments inflidted by the an¬ 
cient laws. He only added to the laws againft 
affaffinations an exception in favour of thofe, 
who had killed the profcribed. 

His other laws had the publick offices, dig¬ 
nities, and Priefthoods as their objeft. He 
prohibited any per fort to ftand for the Prsetor- 
Ihip before having been Quseftor, or for the 
Confulfhip before having been Praetor. Be 
renewed the ancient prohibition to confer the 
Confulfhip a fecond time upon the fame citi¬ 
zen, except after an interval of ten years. This 
law had frequently been violated in the preced¬ 
ing years •, and if it was paffed this year by 
Sylla, he himfelf violated his own law the year 
following in caufing himfelf to be chofen Conful 
for the fecond time, and tho’ only feven years 
had elapfed from the expiration of his firft Con- 
fulfhip. Perhaps he did not pafs this law, till 
he was out of the cafe of having occafion to 
break it himfelf. 

He alfo augmented the number of Pontiffs, 
Augurs, and * Priefts, that had the care of 
the Sibyl’s books, and made all thofe Colleges 

* Some doubt, whether be to be afcribed to Sylla. I ■ 
the augmentation of this lajl felloe the mojl common and 
College be number of fifteen mofi probable opinion . 

'i ' amount 
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a. r. 6tt. amount to the number of fifteen. He decreed, 
^ a *' chat inftead of fix Praetors eight fbould be 

created every year ; and that twenty Qu^dors 
fhould be annually chofen ; in order to have a 
lufficient number of Senators always in readi- 
oefs to fupply the places of fuch as fhould drop 
Appian. off through different accidents. As {editions 

and wars had extremely diminiffied the Senate, 
he filled it up with the mod illuftrious of the 
Roman Knights to the number of three hun¬ 
dred, and t at by the confent, and with the 
fuffrages, of the Tribes affembled. All thefe 
regulations were laudable, or at lead neceffary: 
and every body, friend and enemy, had reafon 
to be fat.sfied with them. 

It is not to be wondered, that he raifed the 
.credit and fplendor of the nobility, of whom 
he had been the defender and avenger. Accord¬ 
ingly he reftored the judicature to the Senate ; 
and ordained that for the future, the Judges 
fhould be chofen foleiy out of the Senators. 
He weal- This was reindating things upon the ancient 
-rf foot. He made it his peculiar care to 

priest e ^ Tribuneftip, which had been the fource of 

fo many fatal divifions: and not daring entire¬ 
ly to abolifh it, he reduced it at lead to almoft 
a meer ihadow. He in confequence deprived 
the Tribunes of the power to pafs laws. He 
decreed, that every Tribune ffiouid be ele£t- 
ed out of the body of the Senate, that the 
intered of that order might balance the incli¬ 
nation of thofe Magidrates to favour the People 
in every thing. And iadly, to exclude from 
the Tribunefhip all thofe, whom their birth or 
talents might render formidable in that office, 
he decreed, that whoever fhould have been 

Tribune, 
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Tribune, fhould not be capable of ever pre- A * R-At¬ 
tending to any fuperior dignity. The People Afu ‘ C ‘ S| ’ 
were extremely difTatisfied with this reduc¬ 
tion of the Tribunefhip. But after all.the 
evils, which we have feen arife from this fource, 
can Sylla be blamed for having confined the 
Tribunes to the only function, lor which they 
had been inftituted, which was to aid the op- 
preffed citizens ? 

I ought not to omit, in fpeaking of the Ads He enlar - 
of Sylla ? s Didatorfhip, that he removed the er - 
bounds of the city, and enlarged its circumfe- 
rence. This was an honour and privilege, Tac. X 1 L 
which all were not permitted to affume, and Ann 23. 
was only due to thole, who had extended the 

Empire itfelf. Sylla well deferved that honour, y. 16*. 
by his victories: and he was the laft of the 
Generals of the Commonwealth, who defired 
to have it. 

The various cares, fo worthy of a fuprem t Hi fells the 
Magiftrate, and a Reformer of the Common- eftates of 
wealth, were intermingled with others of a quite 
different kind, and which fuited only a tyrant -^1 annual 
He fold the eftates of the proicribed as fpoils \ manner . 
and was not afraid to call them by that odious Lic.de 
name. He fold and gave them away from hiSp^‘^* 8, 
Tribunal, in fo defpotic and haughty a man¬ 
ner-, that the beftowing of them gave more 
offence, than the violence by which he had 
feized them. He made prefents of whole pro¬ 
vinces, or the revenues of an whole city, to 
women, who had more beauty than virtue \ 
to Muficians, Comedians, and wretched freed- 
men. 

One of the gifts of this kind, and perhaps 
tli£ beft placed, is that mentioned by Cicero in 

his 
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a. R- 671. his Oration for Archias the Poet. Whilft (a) 
ant. c. si. gy]j a p re f 1( j e( j the fales, of which we are 

fpeaking, a bad Poet prefented him with a copy 
of pretended Hexameter and Pentameter verfes, 
but which, according to Cicero, were only 
meafured profe, of which the fecond was long¬ 
er than the n;ft. Sylla however did not believe 
hebught to leave the man's good-will unreward* 
ed, and gave him one of the things he was then 
felling, but with exprefs condition, that he 
fhould make no more verfes. A ftroke of 
pleafantry in which we perceive the man of 
wit. 

Sylla a But his tafte forthe company of buffoons can- 

not be excufed. This was in him a tafte of his 
fkajvre. youth, which had been interrupted by the wars, 

and revived, when he law himlelf at peace, 
and capable of living as he pleafed, after fo 
many agitations and conftitts. He in confe- 
quence drew together a body df theatrical peo¬ 
ple, the mod impudent of whom were moft 
agreeable to him. Thefe were his companions 
at table: he drank with them all day; and 
fliared with them in buffoon pleafantries and rail¬ 
lery, in a manner ill-fuiting both his age and 
dignity. For at table nothing ferious was to 
be expefted from Sylla. Aflive, vigilant, and 
ngid to excefs of cruelty at all other times, he 
was not the fame man the moment he fat down 
with his guefts. Then players and dancers found 
him all kind nets and complacency, to the point 
of coming in to every thing. 

(a) fSalkm) in condone ftatim ex iis rebus quas tunc 
vidimus, quern ei libel!urn vendeba: jubere ei premium 
malus Poeta de doduIo Tub* tribal Tub ea conditione, ne 
teaiiet, quod epigramma m quid poftea -feriberet. Cie. 
eum teciSet tantummoc.o ai- pro Arch, n, 25, 
ternis verfibs? Icr.guiicu:::, 

Sylla 
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S.ylla did not beftow his prefeots folely upon ** R *'*?*• 
this kind of men. He was well pleafed, that '* u 
the principal and moft illustrious of the citizens 
fho.uld fliare in the odium of thefe tyrannical 

fales with hiq. None .entered more into his Crajjusin- 
views than Craflus, who, engrqffed by the avi- ricbtshim- 
dity of riches, knew no fcruples in refpcdl to 
the manner of inriching himfelf. He glutted 
himfelf with joy with the blood of the mifcrable^ r/ wV 
buying at a very low rate, or even accepting as.Pi lu * ^ 
gifts, the con&fcations of the profcribed: and Craffo ‘ 
it was principally from this hateful fource, that 
he derived thole immenfe poffeffions, which 
made him the richeft citizen of Rome.: He 
had even carried things fo far, that, he loft Syl- 
ia’s friendlhip by it: and having profcribed a; 
very, rich man by his own private authority 
ajid without order, for the fake of poffeffing his 
fortune, he incurred the Dilator’s difpleifure- 
fpr it, who never. gave him any employment 
afterwards. ... 

Though many, private, perfons made great Profoa 
gains by thefe fales* and tho* great parts o $t r r f™ g tbe 
the eftates were given away for nothing, aver jal7ofthofi 
ry confiderahle fum came intq the public trea eftates to 
fury from them...The epitome of Livy makes Republic 
it amount to, three hundred and fifty millions ^ rea f ur >' 
of fefterces, which makes , near two millions 
two hundred thoufand pounds fterling. What; 
would .it have been, had the eftates. been all 
fold for their value ? 


Their real value and the price they wer s Affairs of 
fold for were often enormoufly different, as we 
may be convinced from a faft, of which Ci- 
cero gives us every circumftance, and which, 
befides, contains a complication pf injuft ices, 

and 
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a. r. 671. and crimes, that makes us perfectly acquainted 

T ’with the hardfhip of thofe calamitous times. 

The ceffation of profcriptions and (ales was 
fixed by the law for the firft of June. Seve¬ 
ral months after, Sex. Rofcius* one of the 

* Atr. li P r * nc *P a ^ c ^ zens * Almeria, was affaffina- 
w 'thc a te< ^ * n R° me enemies, whofe defign was 
Duck? of more againft his eftate than his life. At that 
SpUte. ti me the profcription was out of the queftion. 

However the allalfins of Rofcius cauied his 
name to be inferred upon the lift of tlie pro- 
feribed by the means of :Chryfogonus, Sylla’s 
freedman, and who had an entire afccndailt 
over his patron. The eftate of Rofcius was 
then confifcated. • Chryfogonus made himfelf 
the feller, and bought for two thoufand fefter- 
ces, that is, about twelve pounds flerling, e- 
ftates that were worth fix millions of fefterces, 
or about thirty-five thoufand pounds of our 
money.. J'Jor is this all. Rofcius left a foh, 
who might one day bring fo enormous and 
manifeft an injaftice to a trial, and perhaps re¬ 
gain his paternal eftate. The'-aitaflins to deli-’ 
ver themielves from apprehenfion in concert 
with 'ChryfogonQs, accufed the fon of having 
been the murderer of his father.. Chryfogonus 
reckoned, all powerful as he was, to^carry the 1 
affair with eafe, and to obtain the condemna¬ 
tion of a perfon, whom no body would venture 
to defend. Accordingly the principal Orators 
of Rome refufed to charge themfelves with his 
caufe. Only Cicero, then between twenty-fix 
and twenty-feven years old had the courage to 
defend that oppreffed innocent: he even fuc- 
ceeded in having him acquitted; and that 
caufe pleaded by him in a very fhining manner 
laid- the foundation of his reputation at the bar. 

As 

9 
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As I have had occafion to fpeak of * Cice- A - R * 6 7 *- 
ro, who begins now to enter upon the ftage Begin- 
of the world, let me be fuffered, to change the n\ngs of 
fene from fo many horrors as have employed Ckt [ a ', 
the imagination io long, to infert fome cir- * 
cumftances relating ro the firft years of fo great 
a man, the important figure he will make in 
the fequel, and more than that, the affedting 
intereft all who have any tafte for literature 
cannot but feel for that amiable writer, with 
whom we are made familiar from our infancy, 
and who is fo capable both of amufing agree¬ 
ably, and of employing ufefully the ripeft 
years; thefe are undoubtedly titles more than 
fufficient for giving place in a Roman Hiftory; 
to every thing that relates to him. 

Cicero was born the third of January ioPlut. in 
the 646th year of Rome at Arpinum, a niu* c ' lc * 
nicipal city in the country of the Vollci. He 
was of an honourable family, whofe anceftors 
had long been Roman Knights from father to 
fon ; but none of them had held a Curule of¬ 
fice in Rome. The Sirname of Cicero de¬ 
fended to him from his forefathers. It had 
been given to one of the family, who tranf- 
mitted it to his pofterity; from a mark at the 
end of his nofe refembling a pea. For ciccr 
in latin fignifies a pea. According to Pliny, 
that furname had another origin. He fays, Plin. 
that as agriculture was anciently much in ho- xviii - 3 * 
nour at Rome, and throughout Latium, and' 
that- moft perlons cultivated lands with 

* Part of what Mr, Rol- Cicero has been confdercd by » 
lin has faid of Cicero in his Mr. Rollin folely as an U- 
Belles Lettres Vol. II. will rator: but hire the reader 
he repeated here . The point has an abridgment of the frji 
of v'tiW is however different, years of his life. 

2 their 
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their own labour, the name of Cicero, as well 
* as thofe of Fabitis and Lentufos , were taken 
from plants, that fome perfon of thofe families 
either delighted, or excelled, in cultivating ; 
Rut. peas, beans, lentils. However that be, when 

Cicero firft entered upon the purfuit of ho¬ 
nours, his friends advifed him to quit that fur- 
name, which feemed to have Something igno¬ 
ble in it. But he anfwered them with that 
confidence, which merit and youth infpire, that 
he intended to make the furname of Cicero more 
iliuftrious than thofe of Catullus and Scaurusi 
The cornparifon was juft as to. the furnames con- 
fidered in themfdves. For Catullus fignifies 
puppy, and S.caurus , Jhmpfoot. 

It is laid that his mother, who was called 
Helvetia, and was a woman of condition and 
merit, was delivered of him without pain *, and 
that his nurfe fav a phantom, who foretold to 
her, that the infant fhe fuckled, fhouid do great 
honour, and become extremely ufeful, to the 
Roman People. But Plutarch himfelf treats 
thefe pretended o.mens as fables and trifles; Af- 
fbon a$ young Cicero was capable of diftinguifb- 
ing his genius, he gave far more folid omens 
of what he fhouid be one day. 

BsfirJ} For when he appeared in the public fchools^ 
jludtes.Ee he diftinguifhed himfelf in fuch a 'manner-by 
U f rm £ he fineft genius that ever was, that the fathers 

tbaue- of his fchoolfellows frequently went thither to 
forth. fee this rifing prodigy, of whom they had 

heard fuch furprizing praifes. Apd thofe, who 
had a grofs and abfurd vanity were difguft- 
ed, that their children fhouid pay fuch Angu¬ 
lar honours to their young comrade, place him 
ip the midft of them, and every where give 

him 


x. 



1 


TbLiibs, CoRNEiitfs, Cbnfulg. 309 

hirti the upper hand. For at that age youth a* 

do one another juftice with much more frank- 
nefs arid candour, than is practifed amongft 
perfons of riper years. In his firft ftudies he 
applied himfelf much to poetry, and was even 
thought to fucceed in it. But every body 
knows that was not his talent. For the reft, His exit. 
as his genius was capable of all things, he etn- n/i ’ fln 
braced Philofophy, Law, and Eloquence. q T" r ”f t 
which was the end to which he referred all his r ‘ ‘ 
other ftudies. He alfo made a trial of the 
profeflion of arms, and ferved in the war of 
the Allies under Pompeius Strabo. But he 
was ftill lefs formed for arms than for poe¬ 
try, and he foon devoted himfelf to the arts of 
peace. 

His tafte (a) for philofophy rofe to paf -Pbilofrphj; 
fion; and he applied himfelf entirely, as he 
tells us himfelf, to the leftures of Philo the 
Academic, whom the troubles of Greece, on the 
approach of the armies of Mithridates, had 
forced to quit Athens, and retire to Rome. 

Cicero followed his inclination for the ftudy of 
philofophy the more willingly* as the deplo¬ 
rable ftate of the city, torn in pieces by the 
factions of Marius and Sylla, and afterwards 
harraffed by the tyranny of Cinna and Carbo, 
feemed to have abolifhed both the laws and 
the practice of the bar. 

However not entirely lofing fight of his 
purpofe, he applied himfelf in a very particu¬ 
lar manner to logick, which is a kind of more 
confined eloquence, as eloquence is a more dif- 

(a) Totum ei (Philoni) concitatus. Cicfr. in Brnfa 
me tradidi admirabili quo- *.306. 
dam ad Philofophiam ftudio 

Vol. X. P fufive 
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And as the Sto- 


a. k. 6 -i- fufive and extended logick. 

Act. c. 6i. j cs cl iligently cultivated that part of philofophy, 

he had taken for his guide in the ftudy of it, 
a philofopher of that feci, called Diodotus, 
who paffed his life with him, and died in- his 
, houfe during the rule of Casfar. 

As to Law, his matters and models were 



tic. de the two Scsevola’s, the Augur and Pontiff, the 


Anne. i. greateft lawyers and the moft worthy perfons 

of the commonwealth. His father according 
to the cuftom very wifely eftablifhed amongft 
the Romans, had prefenced him, affoon as he 
put on the robe of manhood, to Sctevola the 
Augur, to accompany that venerable old man 
every where, and colled all his Payings: fo 
that the young Cicero went every morning to 
his houfe, waited upon him to the Forum or 
Senate, and afterwards attended him home. 
After the death of the Augur, he adhered 
through his own choice to the Pontiff. How 
much might a young man improve, and form 
himfelf for every good purpofe in fuch com¬ 
pany. 

Exerd/es Whilft (a) Cicero laboured in this manner 
xecejjarj to night and day, we ufe his own words, to in- 
(hfuenct. r j c h anc j a( j orn his mind with all kinds of 

knowledge, he did not forget the exercifes ne- 
ceffary to eloquence: and no day paffed with¬ 
out his compofing both in latin and more fre¬ 
quently in greek, “ whether fays he, becaufe 
“ the greek tongue being richer and more 
“ abundant with ornaments than ours, enabled 


me to acquire the facility of fpeaking in 
“ the like manner in latin j or 'becaufe the 


(a) Ego hoc tempore omni nodes & dies in omnium 
dodnnarum mediationc verfebar.. 


cc greateft 
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* greateft matters of the art being Greeks, a. r. 6 7 t. 
“ and not undemanding our language, I was Ant,C ‘ 8l# 
“ obliged to fpeak to them in theirs. 5 ’ He 
alfo took care affiduoufly to follow all the Ora¬ 
tors of any reputation, either when they 
pleaded before the Judges, or fpoke upon the 
public affairs in the affemblies of the People. 

It was by all thefe pains he formed himlelf 
for pleading: (a) fo that when he came to the 
bar, it was not to learn his bufinefs there, as 
mod others did, but he brought a rich fund of 
learning thither acquired by previous ftudy 
and application. 

After having pleaded fome caufes of lefs im -Heisckar- 
-portance, the misfortunes of the times obliged r^s eeiewith 
courfe to be had to him on that of Rofcius; be- [ b J s ca ^ 
caufe thofe, who had more eyes upon them, and 
whote difcourfes might have been confidered as 
dangerous attacks, were afraid, as I have faid 
above, to offend Chrylogonus, who was all- 
powerful with the Dictator, and who not ap¬ 
pearing in the affair as a party, was however 
the foul and principal in it. Cicero, who was 
young, and hitherto not very capable of at¬ 
tracting attention, believed that what he fhould 
be obliged to fay for the defence of the accufed, 
would be deemed of little confequence, and 
he was defirous of improving the occafion for 
making himfelf known. 

He pleaded this caufe in the fecond Confute And pleads 
Ihip of Sylla, being then twenty fevcn years it with 
of age, with great fpirit and liberty. W 

(a) Non ut in foro difce- efficere potuiflemus, do&i i n f ree< * om ' 
remus, quod plerique fece- forum veniremus. 
runt, fed ut quantum nos 

P 2 have 
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a. r. 671 . h ave the Oration which he made upon this oc* 
*“*■ c ' 8l 'cafion. He fpares the Dictator in it, and takes 

care to put him out of the queftion. But he 
lafhes Chryfogonus with no mercy ; not only 
unravelling the whole myftery of iniquity, 
which I have related in few words, but with 
invectives againft his perfon, and expofing his 
infolence to the contempt and hatred of the 
Public. He defcribed his city and country- 
houfes, his magnificent furniture, his plate, his 
coftly vafes of Corinthian or Delian Brafs, the 
multitude of his flaves, and his luxurious de¬ 
bauches. He afterwards paints his infolence 
in thefe terms: “ (a) Do you fee in what 
“ manner he (talks up and down the Fo- 
“ rum, with his fine hair well curled and per- 
“ fumed, attended every where by a nume- 
“ rous train : how he defpifes every body, and 
“ thinks no one worthy of being compared 
« with him : how he thinks himfelf all power- 
“ ful and happy, and the foie arbiter of all 
“ mens fortunes. 

Cicero explains himfelf even upon the pub¬ 
lic affairs with abundance of freedom. He 
undoubtedly does not blame the caufe of the 
Nobility at bottom, to which he declares on the 
contrary he had always been attached through 
principle and inclination: but he complains 
highly of the oppreffions praftifed under the 
colour and protection of that caufe. (b) “ If 

“ arms 

faHpfe veT ° < l aema( i mo ' nem pra fe neminem putet, 
dum compofito k delibuto ut fe folum beasum, folum 
capillo pafcm per forum vo- potentem putet. Cic. fra 
iitet cam magna caterva to- Sex. Rof. rt. 135. 
gatorum, videos judices: at (b) Siidaftum eft, k id- 
ozanes defpitia^ ut hami- circo arma fumpta funt, ut 

homines 
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44 arms have been taken, fays he, only that A - 
44 the lad and lowed of men might inrich Ant,x ’ ?l * 
44 themfelves with the edates of others, and 
44 ufurp the poffeffions of every citizen, and we 
4C not only cannot oppofe thefe violences, fo 
44 much as to condemn them in our difcourfes; 

41 in this cafe, the Commonwealth is neither re- 
44 dored nor re-edabli(hed, but fubjedted and 
44 oppreffed” 

We lee that Cicero was not in the wrong inCic.deOf- 
taking honour to himfelf for having raifed his^ c,li, 3 u 
voice againd Sylla’s power, for the protection 
of oppreffed innocence. Accordingly Plutarch 
fays, that this liberty, with which Cicero 
fpoke, and the fear of Sylla’s vengeance, were 
the motives, that determined him to quit Rome, 


and make a voyage to Ada. But this is hard He maktt 
to reconcile with Cicero’s own account, wh.o a ' V0 J^ e 
places between his pleading for Rofcius and his ^' 
voyage to Ada many other caufes, in which he 
laboured with as much ardour and care as the firft. 


It was therefore from the motive of health, he 
made that voyage, of which we are going to fay 
a few words. 


He was extremely thin and weakly: he 
had a very long and (lender neck \ fo that it 
was much feared, that afliduity would entire¬ 
ly ruin fo delicate a complexion •, and the 
more, becaufe when he pleaded his fire was fo 
great, that he drained his voice in a violent 
manner without any check, fpeaking always at 


homines poftremi pecuniis vituperare; turn vero in ifto 
alienis locupletarentur, & in bejlo non recreatus, neque 
fortunas uniufque cujufque reftitutus, fed fuba&us op- 
impetum facerent & id non preflufque populus Romanus 
modo reprohibere, npn H- eft. n . 137. 
cet, fed ne verbis quidem 
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a. r. 671 t he utmoft extent of it from the beginning to 
A iZ ' C ' Sl ' the end. (a) His friends and phyficians there¬ 
fore exhorted him to renounce a profeffion that 
would deftroy him: but as for himfelf he 
chofe rather to hazard every thing that might 
happen, than to renounce the glory of elo¬ 
quence, which was the object of his hopes and 
wifties. He however conceived that if he could 
moderate himfelf, he fliould fpeak the better 
in effeft, and fhould not rifk the fame dangers in 
refpect to his health. Accordingly he went to 
Afia, to exercife himfelf in a gentler and more 
tranquil manner, and to endeavour to retrench 

the too great impetuofity of his genius. 

Crif/c/A - He made himfelf acquainted with all the 

plfa™ greateft Philofophers and molt famous Orators, 
cz bn both at Athens and in Afia. But the perfon 

GLCCQliXlf ^ 

to whom he principally attached himfelf, was 
Apollonius Molo, the Rhodian, from whom 
he had taken leffons at Rome, and who was, at 
the fame time, both a great advocate, and a 
great rhetorician. A very remarkable adven¬ 
ture happened to him with this Apollonius. 
He com poled in Greek, that his matter might 
underhand him. One day whilft he was de¬ 
claiming to him in the prefence of a great au¬ 
dience, he made a fine difcourfe, which when 
finilhed, every body highly applauded. Apol¬ 
lonius was the only one that appeared thought¬ 
ful during this lpeech, and kept filence, when 
it was ended. Cicero, who fet a greater 
value on his approbation, than on that of all 


fa) Jtaqoe quum me & mihi adeundum, quam a fpe- 
anuci & medici honarentur, rata dicendi gloria receden- 
ut can fas agere defifterem, dum putavi. Cic. in Brut . 
quodvis ponas pericalum n. 324.. 


the 
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the reft together, was daftied by his filence, and R * 6 ~r*. 
alked him the caufe of it. Ah! Cicero , replied 1 nt ’ C ’ Sl< 
Apollonius, I undoubtedly praife and admire you , 

/to/ J {ament the fate of Greece which had no 
glory left but that of Eloquence ; / fee you are 

upon the point of depriving her of that lafi ad¬ 
vantage , and of transferring it to the Romans . 

This (a) great matter did fo excellent a pupil 
important fervices. Cicero abandoned himfelf 
willingly to thevaftnefsof his genius, and fome- 
times ftiewed more abundance than juftnefs, as 
he fays himfelf; like a river, that overflows its 
banks. Apollonius taught him to check his 
fallies, how happy foever they might be, and 
to confine himfelf within the bounds of the oc- ^ 
cafion of his caufe. Thus after two years the 
young Orator returned to Rome, not only 
better verfed in the art of fpeaking, but almoft 
entirely changed. His tone of voice was fofteo- 
ed, his ftyle was more corredt, and his adtion 
lefs violent. 


To compleat himfelf in the attainment of Heprac- 
this latter point, I mean adtion, on which 
know what ftrefs Demofthenes placed, Cicero C]U!t j Je ° 
contradted an intimacy with the famous Come- Comedian. 
dian Rolcius, who in a profefiion of no great 
credit had retained a probity worthy ot the 


friendfhip and efteem of the moft worthy per- 
fons, and was befides matter of his art in a 


fupreme degree of perfedtion. Macrobius re- Macrob. 
lates a lingular circumftance on this head. He s * c - I. II. 
fays that Cicero and Rolcius contended which c * Ic * 
fhould exprefs the fame thought and fentiment. 


(a) Is dedit operam, fi dam impunitate & liceniia 
modo id confequi potuit, dicendi reprimeret, & quafi* 
ut nimis redundantes nos extra ripas diffiuentes coer- 
& fupefftuentes juvenili qua- ceret. n. 316. 

P 4 


9 


the 
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the one in the moft various turns of phrafe, and 
at the fame time the moft happily, and the other 
by the greateft diverfity of motions and aftion. 

So admirable a genius, cultivated with fo much 
pains, acquired Cicero an height of reputation, 
that eclipfed all the other Orators, except Hor- 
tenfius, who long difputed the firft rank with 
him ; and he found no difficulty to fet himfelf 
above the difcourfe of thofe, who ftill retaining 
fome traces of the * ancient rufticity of the Ro¬ 
mans, ridiculed the arts of Greece, and treated 
himfelf as a Greek, and a man formed in the 


fchools. His fucceffes abundantly revenged this 
unjuft contempt. 

Death of I return to the fequel of our hiftory: and 
Norbava. grft t0 make m enc j 0 f a ll that relates to pro- 
*££ fcriptions; Norbanus, who had been Conful 
Vslattrre. with Scipio, having retired to Rhodes, feeing 

himfelf demanded by Sylla, he killed himfelf 
in the public Forum of that city. In Italy 
the cities of Nola and Volaterra defended them- 


felves obftinately during a confiderable length 
of time againft the viftorious party. They 
were at laft reduced by force of arms and 
obliged to fubmit. I run Highly over thefe 
lefs important fadts, in order to proceed to 
Pompey's exploits. 

Pomfqii When that young Conqueror had re-efta- 
int ° blifhed the peace of Sicily, he received orders 
W go to Africa, where Cn. Domitius Aheno- 
ggmttw. barbus, Cinna’s fon-in-law, was affembling 

forces •, and fupported by Hiertas or Hiarbas, 


PO 


Hnra$t (omplaint in bis time of remains of this rujii- 

--- - Sed in longnm tamen svum 

J4snferunt hodieqae manent veftigia ruris. 

(ier.Ef. II. 1. 159. 
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Icing of part of Numidia, fcemed in a condition K - € l u 
to make himfelf formidable. The example of Dt ‘ * *' 
Marius, who when reduced to a much more 
deplorable fituation, had quitted the fame 
Africa with an handful of fugitives, and had re- 
pofiefied himfelf of Rome and Italy, wa9 a 
lefibn, that taught Sylla not to fuffer any of the 
conquered party to fubfift. Pompey in confe- 
quence fet out from Sicily with fix legions, an 
hundred and twenty ibips of war, and eight 
hundred tranfports, laden with all kind of mu¬ 
nitions. Part of the fleet anchored at Utica, and 
the other at Carthage. 

Pompey on his arrival was retarded fome days Ruuuhui 
by a ridiculous adventure. Some foldiers ha v advtnturt, 
ing found a treafure in the field, where they in- that / e ,~ 
camped, the whole army were afiured, that it t Z n l^ u 
was all full of gold and filver, hid under ground 7 
by the Carthaginians at the time of their difafter. 
Immediately every man was feen with pick-ax 
in hand, digging in emulation of each other, 
without Pompey’s being able to prevent them : 
fo chat he chofe to laugh at the fight of fo many 
thoufand men employed in turning up the earth, 
and finding nothing. They were at length 
tired of a fruitlefs labour, and declared to Pom¬ 
pey, that they were ready to march immediate¬ 
ly on his orders, well punifhed, as they con- 
feffed themfelves, for their foolifh credulity. 

Pompey accordingly led them againft the 
enemy. 

The armies were foon in fight, feparated Rattle 
only by an hollow way of a difficult and flippery which Do - 

defeent. A ftorm of rain and wind happened ^'faud 
at that time, which began in the morning, and 77 killed. 
continued all day fo that Domitius defpairing 
pf being able to fight, made the fignal for re¬ 
treating. 
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A Vi!’ treat * n §- Pompey conceived that moment fa- 

’ vourable to him. He immediately advanced, 
palled the hollow, and attacked the enemy, who 
having then no thoughts but of retiring, were 
eafily put into confufion •, and the rather becaufe 
the ftorm and rain were in their faces. They 
were in confequence driven to their camp, and 
Pompey’s foldiers proclaimed him Imperator . 
But he declared to them, that he would not re¬ 
ceive that honour, whilft the enemy’s camp fub- 
fifted *, and that he did not believe, he deferved 
fo glorious a title, till they had fir ft forced the 
enemy’s intrenchments. It was already late, be- 
fides which the day was fo darkened with clouds, 
that they could fcarce fee one another: and 
Pompey himfelf had been very near being kil¬ 
led in the battle by one of his own foldiers, who 
had alked the word of him without receiving an 
anfwer foon enough. However thofe troops, 
animated both by victory and the valour of their 
General, marched to the enemy’s camp. Pom¬ 
pey fought at their head without an helmet, to 
avoid a lecond accident of the like nature with 
the former. The camp was taken, and Domi- 
tius killed upon the fpot. The (laughter was 
great: and of twenty thoufand fcarce three 
thoufand efcaped. So compleat a viftory re¬ 
duced the whole country, the cities of which 
either received the viftor, or were foon taken 


by force. 

Ftvpry Pompey even entered Numidia. Hiertas was 
ccirrus the killed } his kingdom was given to Hiempfai, 

^ terror R° man name revived in 
thofe countries, where the remembrance of it 


began to expire. This whole fuccefsful expe¬ 
dition was terminated in forty days, after which 


Pompey returned to -Utica. 
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On arriving there, he received difpatches A * 67u 

from Sylla, by which he was ordered to fend 
back his whole army, and to keep only a fingle culls him. 
legion, with which he remained in the Pro¬ 
vince, till a fucceffor was fent him. Pompey 
was much difgufted with thefe orders, which 
feemed to argue, that Sylla began to take fome 
umbrage at him. He however concealed his 
fentiments, and refolved to obey. But it was 
not the fame with the troops, who mutinied 
openly, and declared to him, that they would 
not fuffer him to'put himfelf alone and without 
defence into the hands of the Di&ator, whom they 
publicly denominated as a Tyrant. Pompey 
ufed all poffible methods to appeafe them; but 
to no effect: and notwithftanding his prayers 
and even tears, they replaced him feveral times 
upon his Tribunal. At laft he protefted, that 
if they did not ceafe their violence to him, he 
would kill himfelf direftly. That threat com- 
pelled them to be quiet. 

The news of this commotion came to Rome 


with fome alteration, and Pompey was made 
the chief and author of it. Sylla believed it, 
and faid, that it was his dejtiny to be obliged in 
his old age to make war with children , referring 
to young Marius, who had given him great dif- 
quiet, and affociating Pompey with him. But 
when the truth came to be cleared up, the Dic¬ 
tator feeing the public declared in the favour of 
that young warriour, refolved to do him all 


kinds of honours. Accordingly when Pompey 
arrived at Rome, Sylla went out to meet him 5 
and having given him all - poffible proofs of Great 
amity, he fa luted him by the name of The given to 
Great. According to Plutarch, this was th 
origin of that furname aferibed to Pompey. j^xxx. 

Livy, 4S / 
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a. R. 671. Livy, who is at leaft as much to be relied on 
An., c. 8 j. t j^ s f a y Sj t ^ at t jj e f^ttery 0 f h; s friends 

introduced the ufe of it. This difquifition is of 
at# little importance: but it is not amifs to obferve, 

that Pompey apprehended the loftinefs of fuch a 
furname, and that he dicLnot affume it himfelf, 
till after fome years were elapfed. It was not 
till he made war againft Sertorius in Spain, 
that the ufe of this furname being univerfal, and 
having nothing odious in it, he began to add it 
to his own name. 


Who how¬ 
ever re - 
fufts him 
a triumph. 


Whatever reception Sylla had given Pom¬ 
pey, he did not think proper to comply with 
his demand of a triumph, at which he afpired. 
He reprefented to him, 44 that the laws grant- 
44 ed that honour only to thofe, who have been 
44 Prsetors or Confuls. That for that reafon, 


44 the firft Scipio Africanus, who had done 
44 very great things in Spain, but without cha- 
44 rafter as a Magiftrate, had not triumphed. 
44 And that if Pompey, who was very young, 
44 and not even of age to enter the Senate, 
44 fhould be allowed to triumph, That would 
44 fuffice at the fame time to render odious 


44 not only him, who fhould obtain it contrary 
44 to the exprefs regulation of the laws, but 
44 the fupreme Magiftrate, who fhould have 
44 violated them to grant it him.” Sylla con¬ 
cluded thefe reprefentations, with declaring to 
him in exprefs terms, that he fhould flop him 
fhort, and prevent the effeft of a too ambitious 
defire. Pompey did not give way to the Die* 
BoUfayng tator’s authority, and defired him to confider, 
of? ompty. tb a t fa fifing fo n more adorers tbdn the [ci¬ 
ting. Sylla did not hear him: and that bold 
expreffion, which infmuated, that he was upon 
the decline of his power, and Pompey upon 
1 th* 
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the increafe of his, did not reach his ears. But 6 7' • 

obferving an air of aftonifhment upon every n ' ‘ 
face, he defired to be informed concerning it} 
and fome body having repeated Pompey’s words, 
he was fo ftruck with the boldnefs of the young 
man, that he cried out twice, Let him triumph, 
let him triumph. 

This unheard of honour drew much envy Histri- 
upon Pompey : and to mortify that fpirit ftill 
more, he intended to have his triumphal chariot 
drawn by four elephants. For he had brought 
feveral of thofe animals from Numidia. But 
the gate of the city being too narrow, he re¬ 
nounced that defign, and ufed horfes according 
to cuftom. 

His foldiers occafioned him another difficulty. 

As he did not give them fo much as their avidity 
had made them hope, they mutinied, and threa¬ 
tened to interrupt the ceremony of his triumph. 

But Pompey continued firm, and declared, that 
he would rather renounce his triumph, than flat¬ 
ter his foldiers. This generous condutt conci¬ 
liated even thofe, who had been molt averfe 
to him : and Servilius, one of the principal Se¬ 
nators, faid, that he now acknowledged Porh- 
pey truly Great , and worthy of triumphing. 

Accordingly he triumphed over Hiertas and 
the Numidians, being yet only a Roman Knight. 
Plutarch obferves, that it would undoubtedly 
have been very e&fy for him to have been 
made a Senator. But it had been no extra¬ 
ordinary diftinftion to have been made a Sena¬ 
tor before the age, whereas it was an unexam¬ 
pled Angularity, to triumph before his admif- 
fion into the Senate: This circumftance was 
befide of ufe to him in conciliating the favour 
of the People, who were charmed to fee him 

continue 



222 


Cornelius, C^ciuus, Confuls. 
a.r. 671- continue in the rank of only a Roman Knight 
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after having triumphed. 

a. r. 672. L. Cornelius Sulla, F^lix II. 

Q^CjEciLius Metellus Pius. 


Su'ia at Sylla ftill retaining the Diftatorfhip, would 
the fame however be Conful this year, undoubtedly to 
time oath fh ew Republican fentiments, and prove, that 

Dilate" c h e Diftatorfhip did not induce him either to 
Appian. difdain, or to incline to abolifh the Confulfhip. 

His example was followed by Caefar and the 
Emperors, who believed they made themfelves 
more popular by frequently affociating the Con- 
fullhip in their own perfons with their Imperial 


Gratitu.de 
of Mail- 
lus to the 
Perjon 
rji'bo bad 

occafhned 

the re- 
cjlabUfo¬ 
ment of bis 
father. 


power. 

Metellus whom he had taken for his Collegue, 
and whofe probity and goodnefs of heart have 
always received the greateft praifes, made a 
proof of them on a remarkable occafion during 
his Confullhip. He was the fon, as we have 
faid more than once, of Metellus Numidicus-, 
who having been banifhed by Saturnius, had 
been reinftated by Calidius Tribune of the Peo- 
.ple. This (a) Calidius (landing for the Prse- 
torfhip, Metellus Pius not only canvaffed warm¬ 
ly for him, and made the mod preffing (appli¬ 
cations to the People in his favour *, but though 
actually Conful, and of the higheft clafs of the 
Nobility, he defcended to call Calidius his pa¬ 
tron and the protector of his family, thereby 


(a) De Calidro dbi re- 
fpondeo, quod ipfe vidi: 
Q. Metelliim Pium, Con- 
falem Pratoriis comidis, 
pctcnte Cal id to, po- 
pulo Romano iuppiicaife, 

3 


qnum quidem non dubi- 
taret & Conful, & homo 
nobiliffimus, patronum il¬ 
ium effe fuum, Sc famife 
fum nobiliflimas, dicere. Cic. 
pro Platteio , n. 69. 

declaring 
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declaring himfelf out of gratitude the client of A ' R> 6 "»- 

D . , , 1. 0 Ant. C. 80. 

4 man extremely below him. 

The triumph of Murasna over Mithridates Mur ana's 
may be dated with probability enough in this triu ™ph, 
year; and this obliged me to relate here the ^ t J n e Q p m 
war he had made with that prince. This ac*^ W r 
count will be very fhort, and little circumftan- with Mi- 
tial. We have almoft only a fragment of Ap- tl ’ n ^ tes - 

pian upon this war, and fome detached layings MiSua. 
of Cicero’s in different parts of his orations. 

Appian’s account gives a very flight idea of 
Murasna’s exploits, and it would be difficult to 
find any thing in them, that deferved a triumph. 

Cicero fpeaks of it as an Orator, and perhaps 
beftows too great praifes upon it. As his ex- 
preflions are general, and fpecify nothing in 
particular, there is a neceffity for us to take Ap- 
pian for our guide. 

• Mithridates immediately after the peace con- Mithrl- 
cluded with Sylla, made war with the inhabi- fates jup- 
tants of Colchis, who had revolted. They de- ** 
manded his fon Mithridates for King; and as the People 
foon as he .had complied they laid down their of Colchis, 
arms, and returned to their duty. The King ^£ t<v *”Z 
of Pontus, who was diftruftful and fufpicious, 
imagined, that the revolt of Colchis might b t King-, and 
the effeft of his fon’s intrigues, in order to ob- then kills 
tain himfelf a Kingdom. It was dangerous to bltn ' 
become umbragious to Mithridates. His cruel 
policy pardoned no body. He fent for his 
fon : and that too credulous young Prince hav¬ 
ing put himfelf into his hands, he caufed him 
to be laden with chains of gold, and foon after Occa j - l0n ^ 

put him to death. the war. 

He afterwards undertook to reduce the in- declared by 

habitants of Bofphorus, who had. revolted 
the fame time with thofe of Colchis: and on 

that dates. 
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A- r. 671. that occafion he made fuch great preparations 
^ c 8o ‘both of men and fhips, as gave all the world 

reafon to think, that he had the Romans much 
more in view, than his rebellious fubje&s. Be* 
fides which, though he had promifed by the 
Treaty to cede Cappadocia to Ariabarzanes, he 
ftill retained feveral fortrefles in it. 

Mursena, who had been left by Sylla in Alia, 
as I have faid, with Fimbria’s legions, was very 
glad to have thefe reafons or pretexts for renew¬ 
ing the war. For, according to Appian, he ar¬ 
dently defired a triumph. 

Whilft this defign engroffed him, Archelaus 
took refuge with him, with his wife and chil¬ 
dren, not believing himfelf fafe in the court of 
Mithridates, That General had been fufpeft- 
ed by his matter from the time of the battle of 
Chaeronea. His negociation with Sylla had in* 
creafed thofe fufpicions: and Mithridates, to 
whom that peace had been hard and fhame- 
ful, was affured, that Archelaus, in treating 
it, had facrificed the interefts of his Prince to 
thofe of the Romans. So much was more than 
was necellary to induce Mithridates to proceed 
to the moft rigorous extremities; and Archelaus, 
who knew him well, having put himfelf into 
Muraena’s hands, fpared no pains to prevail upon 
him to renew the war. 

Events of Muraena eafily gave in to a counfel, to which 
that war, k e wa3 muc h inclined of himfelf before: and 

having entered Cappadocia, he marched towards 
Comana, a city famous for the temple of Bet- 
Iona, which was extremely revered in the coun¬ 
try, and prodigioufly rich. He cut fome troops 
of Mithridates’s cavalry to pieces, feized the city, 
and plundered the temple. 


On 
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On thefe firft hoftilities, the King of Pontus^j, 6 ^ 
lent an Embaffy to Muraena, to reprefent to 
him, that he afted contrary to the Treaty re¬ 
cently concluded *, and fo demand that he 
fhould conform to it. He had made an ill 
Choice of his Ambaffadors. They were Greek 
Philofophers, who inftead of fuppofting the 
interefts of their matter, laboured to difcredit 
and render him Odious. The Roman,, who 
defired the war, Wa$ not likely to be diffwaded 
from it by fuch an Embaffy. He adted even 
On this occafion with notorious breach of faith, 
if Appian’s account be true. As the Treaty 
between Sylla and Mithridates had not been re¬ 
duced to writing, and both fides had been con¬ 
tented with the execution of the conditions, 

Muraena faid, that he knew nothing of it, con¬ 
tinued his incurfions and ravages, and took up 
his winter quarters in Cappadocia. Alt that I 
have been faying probably patted in the Con- 
fulfiiip of Scipio and NorbanUs the 669th yeaf 
of Rome. 

Mithridates fent his complaints to Rome, A * R * 
and waiting an anfwer, he had even the patience 

to fuffer Muraena to purfue his hoftilities un- 
molefted. At length Calidius arrived, bring* 
ing with him not a written Decree of the Senate, 
but a meer verbal order to Muraena, to dif- 
Continue making war againft Mithridates. At 
lea ft he talked this language to hirii in pub- 
lick. But they faw each other In private: and 
Mursena, continued the war. Perhaps the 
Senate was not forry, that he harraffed the 
King of Pontus; revolving to approve him if 
he fircceeded, or to difavow him, if unfuc- 
cefsful. Muraena in confequence patted the^emnon. 
fiver Hal/s, as if intending to march to Sinope, a P u<iRil0C * 

Vol. X. which 
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a. r. 6 7 i. which was the place where Mithridates was 
abu c. sc. anc j capital of the Kingdom of his 

anceftors. 


Appian. 


Mithridates feeing himfelf driven to extre¬ 
mities, fent Gordius againft the Roman Gene¬ 
ral, and foon after followed him in perfon 

The armies met near the 


with great forces. 

with the river between them. 


The 


Appian. 


Halys, 

King of Pontus palled it, notwithftanding the 
refiftance of the enemy, and came to a rude 
MemnoD. battle. What refults from the account moft 

in Mursena’s favour, is that Mithridates had the 
advantage at firft, but that afterwards the Ro¬ 
mans having refumed courage, they parted 
with equal fuccefs. It appears, that both fides 
pretended to the viftory, without either’s hav¬ 
ing great room however to afcribe the glory 
of it to itfelf, as they removed from each other 
as if by concert, and retired towards two very 
different fides-, Mithridates towards Colchis, 
and Muraena into Phrygia. 

However Mithridates, who affected pomp, 
refolved to celebrate this pretended vidtory by 
a folemn facrifice after the manner of the Per- 
fians, from whom he derived his origin. Ap¬ 
pian gives us the following defcription of it. 
An immenfe pile of wood is raifed upon the 
top of an high mountain : and the Kings them- 
felves carry the firft pieces, which are to ferve 
as the foundation to the whole edifice. Below 
and around this pile a fecond is eredted, which 
occupies lels fpace. Upon that above are laid 
the offerings, that are to be confumed in ho* 
nour of the gods; honey, wine, milk, oil, 
and perfumes. Upon that below, a feaft is 
ferved for thofe who aflift at the facrifice* 

Thefe enormous piles ari afterwards kindled * 

4. and 
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and form a real conflagration, the flames of A * R - 671. 
which are perceived forty leagues out at fea, AntlC ' 8o ‘ 
and inflame the air round about to fuch a de¬ 


gree, that it is not poffible for many days to 
approach the place, where the feaft has been 
celebrated. 


The attion I have been relating was the laft End of the 
of this war. Sylla being created Di&ator fent tw ? r - 

Mursna orders to defift from carrying on the A ‘ 4 7U 
war. The fame Gabinius, who carried him 


thefe orders, was alfo commiflioned to recon¬ 
cile the Kings Mithridates and Ariobarzanes. 
Every thing was executed conformably to the 
Diftator’s orders: and Mithridates, to feal the 


reconciliation, gave Ariobarzanes and Gabinius 
a great feaft. At this feaft he propofed prizes, 
according to his cuftom, for thofe who Ihould 
drink or eat mod, or Ihould excel either in 
finging, or cracking jokes. Gabinius was the 
only one, who had no (hare in thefe indecent 
difputes; and thereby fuftained the dignity of 
his chara&er and nation. 


This is all Hiftory relates of Muraena’s war 
with Mithridates, which continued almoft three 


years. We find nothing in this account, that 
much deferves a triumph; unlefs that Sylla, 
knowing what trophies Mithridates had raifed 
of his pretended viftory, was willing, in order 
to fuftain the honour of the Roman name, to 
oppofe them with Mursena’s triumph. 

Though the peace had been made, or rather 
renewed with Mithridates, Afia was not in tran¬ 


quillity. The Pirates, of whom we (hall have 
occafion to fpeak a great deal in the fequel, 
ruined the coafts by their ravages. It is pro¬ 
bable, that it was to check them, Dolabel- 
la, who had been Prsetor the year before, 

Q^2 and 
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a. r. 671. and muft not be confounded with the Conful 
Ante. So.q^ t ^ e f ame name, was fent into Cilicia with 

Ferres, the title and power of Proconful. But being 
Dolubella, charged to make war with the Pyrates, he caf- 
Froconful^ ^ed a Pirate more formidable to the 

Allies, in the perfon of Verres, whom he took 
nant. for his Lieutenant. Cicero gives us a long de- 
Cic. in tail of the depredations and violences of that 

wretch. I lhall extraft from it a fingle faft, 
which will fhew, how deplorable the condition 
of the fubjefts of the Empire was. It was be¬ 
come ftill worfe fince the proferiptions. The 
Magiftrates in the Provinces believed thertifelves 
authorized by that example to tyrannize over 
the people, (a) For after fo horrible a cruelty 
praSifed over citizens, what was there, that 
could feem unjuft in refpeft to allies ? 

He is for Verres having obtained a commiffion from 
taking a- Dolabella, to go to Nicomedes King of Bithy- 

nia > went t0 Lampfacus, a city of the Helle- 
Philo- fpont. He was a monfter in whom united all 
aamuj; vices; rapacious, cruel, and debauched to ex- 
av.d after- ce f s# When he arrived at Lampfacus, he gave 

W jn?hik- °fo ers co his officers and followers to carry off 
dames the daughter of one of the moft illuftrious ci- 
bimfelf tizensof the place, who was called Philodamus. 

^he father, a perfon venerable for his age, and 
\ZJmLd the brother of the young maid, flood in her 
to die. defence. A combat enfued, in which Verres’s 

people were very roughly handled, and even 
one of his Liftors was killed. This was not all. 
The horror of fuch a fadt raifed the whole city: 

tlie people mutinied, and piled up wood round 

* 

(a) Dentuin eft enimvi- cives tanta crudelitas. Cic.de 
deri quidquam in focios ini- Qff % II, 27, 

quum, quum' oiftitifftt ij 


the 
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the houfe inhabited by Verres. He was in dan* 
ger of being burnt alive, if the Roman citizens 
fettled in the place, had not employed their 
prayers and reprefentations with the inhabitants, 
who fuffered themfelves to be prevailed upon, 
and permitted Verres to retire. 

Lampfacus was not in Dolabella’s province. 
That city was part of the government of Afia 
properly fo called, and had C. Nero for Pro¬ 
praetor. That Magistrate could not difpence 
with taking cognizance of a popular commo¬ 
tion, in which, blood had heen (bed, a Littor 
killed, and a Lieutenant General in danger of 
being burnt alive. Verres apprehended the 
confequences of that affair; and not contented 
with labouring for his own fafety, he refolved 
to ftifle the proofs of his guilt by deftroying 
tjiofe, whom he had forced to arm againft 
him. To attain this, he defired Dolabella to 
come and affift in the profecution. Dolabella, 
who was not a much better man than his Lieu¬ 
tenant, and on his return from his government 
was found guilty of extortion, quitted his pro¬ 
vince, army, and the war, with which he was 
charged, and repaired to Nero, carrying with 
him his Tribunes and other officers, who with 
himfelf became judges in this affair. Verres 
himfelf, which one would think incredible; 
was one of the judges whilft he was at the 
fame time a witnefs, and had taken care to 
fuborn an accufer. Philodamus on the con¬ 
trary could find no defender, that would ven¬ 
ture to fpeak in favour of innocence againft fo 
manifeft an oppreffion. However, notwith- 
ftanding the credit of the prefident Dolabella, 
the number of the judges he had brought with 
him, who were his dependants, and the pref- 

Q, $ fing 
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6 g'fing inftances and folicitations of Verres, the 
°' injuftice was fo notorious, that all power could 
do at firft was to obtain, not a condemnation of 
Philodamus, but a fentence, that the caufe was 
not fufficiently clear, and that it was neceffary 
to proceed to a new trial. 

Verres, alarmed at not being able to carry the 
affair at the firft attempt, redoubled his activity 
and inftances. Doiabella talked in an high 
tone upon it to Nero, who was of a timorous 
difpofition. They did fo much, that they ex¬ 
torted a fecond fentence, by which with a very 

fra all majority of fuffrages, Philodamus and 
his fon were condemned to have their heads 
cut off. 

(a) “ What a mournful fight, cries Cicero, 
cc was this for the whole province of Afia! A 
ct fcaffold was erected in Laodicsea, on which 
“ a father advanced in years was made to af- 
" cend, and on the other fide his fon, both to 
“ be executed, the one for having preferved 
“ his daughter from the attempts of an infa- 
“ mous ravifher, the other for having defend* 
“ ed his father’s life, and his filter’s honour. 
<6 They both filed tears in abundance, each 
“ lamenting not for himfelf, but the fon for 
“ the fate of the father, and the father for that 


(a) Codfitaitur in foro 
Laodicre fpe&aculum acer- 
bum, Sc miferuHi, Sc grave 
tod Afia? provincial; grandis 
natu parens, adduftusadfup- 
plidum, ex altera parte fi- 
lius; iile, quod pudidtiam 
Iiberam, hie, quod vitam 
patris femamque fororis de-, 
fenderat. Flebat nterque, 
non de fuo fupplido, fed pa¬ 
ter de filii morte, de patris 
Quid lachrymarum ip* 


fum Neronem putatis pro- 
fudifTe ? quem Return tonus 
Afite fuiffe: quem lu&nm & 
gemitum Lampfacenorum ? 
Securi percuffos efle homines 
innocentes, nobiles, focios 
populi Romani atque ami- 
cos, propter hominis flagi- 
tiofiffimi fingularem nequi- 
tiam, atque improbiffimam 
cupiditatem ! Cic. in V?rr. 
/• I| Tit y6« 
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<c of the fon. Nero himfelf, who had condemned 
them, could not refufe tears to their misfor- 


<c 


tune 


ct 


u 


(( 


all Afia was afflifted for it; efpecially 
the people of Lampfacus, who raifed fad cries 
and groans even to heaven, on feeing innocent 
perfons, illuftrious in their country, and friends 
“ and allies of the Roman People, facrificed to 
<c the revenge and fecurity of an abandoned 
“ wretch, guilty of the moft Criminal violence.” 

Such were the horrible exceffes perpetrated 
at this time by the Roman Magiftrates in the 
Provinces; and in this manner did that Empire 
degenerate into Tyranny, (a) which in former 
times was fo moderate,, that the Romans might 
rather have been deemed the protedors, than 
the matters, of the univerfe. 

In the mean time Sylla was aftive at Rome 
to ftrengthen the party, to which he had trans¬ 
ferred the upperhand, and to give a durable 
confidence to the plan of government he had 
inftituted. Befides the fhedding of fo much 
blood, the lopping of fo many heads, and the 
authority of the Commonwealth replaced in 
the hands of the Senate and principal nobility, 
he was alfo for making himfelf creatures amongft 
the People. In order to this he enfranchifed Ten thou - 
cen thoufand (laves young and vigorous, who 

all became Roman citizens, and according to 9 L a fff" 
cuftom affurtied the name of their patron Cor- Appknl 
nelius. Civil, I. 

But the moft powerful fupport which he pro- Lands dif. 
vided for his party, were the military colonies tributed t 0 

that he diftributed throughout all Italy. 

ing confifcated the lands of a great number of Trsof ** 
municipal cities, which had favoured his ene- twenty- 

fa) iilud patrocinium Orbis terras verius quam iraperium 
potfrat niomhiari. Cie, de Off. II. 27. *l m b 

0.4 
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R * 6 |^mies, he divided thofe lands amongft the officer? 

^ ’ ’and foldiers of three and twenty legions. Thefe 

amounted to above an hundred thoufand fighting 
men, who being indebted to him for their efta- 
bliffiment, were confequently very itrongly con¬ 
cerned to fupport his Jaws, on which the leaft 
attack could not be made, without the hazard 
of their whole fortunes. 

By all thefe regulations Sylla enabled himfelf 
to abdicate the fupreme authority, and to return 
into private life, as he did the year following. 
He began by refufing the Confulffiip, in which 
the People offered to continue him, and he 
caufed P. Servilius Vatia, and Ap. Claudius to be 

ele&ed Confuls. 

§ § 

a.r. 67^. P. Servilius Vatia, who was afterward? 

Ant. c. 79. furnamed Isauricus. 

Ap. Claudius Pulcher. 

SjHaaM- It was therefore in this year, that Sylla, 
cafes the without being forced by any body, and at the 
D;3ator-^ t ; me w h en t ^ e C0Q f en t 0 f the citizens feemed 

Zaicns ‘ to legitimate his ufurpation, renounced the 
'upon that higheft fortune, to which any mortal had ever 

attained before him, and voluntarily abdicated 

the Dictarorffiip. It is fuperfluous to. fay, 

that the whole univerfe was ftrangely furprized 
at an event fo little expe&ed. Even to this 
day it is thought and fpoke of with aftonifhment 
People cannot conceive neither that a man 
who had confronted fo many dangers, and un¬ 
dergone fo many labours, for the attainment of 
dominion, ffiould afterward? diveft himfelf of 
it with his own free-will; nor even that it 
could conlift with his perfonal fecurity to aban¬ 
don himfelf without defence to the mercy of 

that 

. • I 
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that prodigious number of enemies, which he 4^*7j 
had made by deluging Rome, and all Italy ’ ‘ 79 
with torrents of blood *, having killed an hun¬ 
dred thoufand Romans in battles: having de- 
ftroyed in a ftill more odious manner by the 
profcriptions ninty Senators, of whom fifteen 
were perfons of Confular dignity, and above 
two thoufand Knights; and laftly having ex- 
ercifed his terrible revenge upon whole cities, 
fome of which he had difmantled, and others 
totally deftroyed •, fo that he thought he had 
Ihewn favour to thofe, of which he had only 
confifcated the lands, or demolifhed the ci¬ 
tadels. 

If I may be allowed to add my refledions 
upon fo fingular a fad, I (hall firft fay, that 
the danger was not fo great for Sylla, as it 
might appear. He had lodged the whole power 
of the ftate in the hands of his partifans. All 
thofe, who poffeffed any office, or had any cre¬ 
dit in the Commonwealth, all thofe, who had 
purchafed the eftates of the profcribed, all thofe 
who had received lands and fettlements from 
him, were highly interefted to defend both Sylla 
and his laws. The event juftifies this obferva- 
tion. Sylla died in his bed: whereas Caefar, who 
had * derided him, and had obferved a different 
conduft, was daggered in the fenate. And as 
to Sylla’s laws, they were refpefted long after 
his death, as we ffiall have frequent occafion to 
obferve. 

* Suetonius (Csf. c. 77.) word Didatura, which Jigni- 
tells us, that Cafarfaid, Sul- fits Di&atorftiip, and at the 
lam nefcifle'literas, qui Die- fame time refers to the cufiont 
taturam depofuerit. whists a of Grammarians and other 
pun not eajily tranjlated, in teachers, <wbo di&ate plans 
wkicb Cafar plays upon the and leffons to their jcholars . 
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A- R. 673. As to what regards his difguft of fovereign 
^ c * 79 ’power,' it is ftill lefs furprizing, that Sylla 

fhould have fome feelings of that kind. He 
had always loved pleafure: and the hurry of bu- 
finefs and public affairs is very difagreeable to 
a voluptuous perfon. As long as his ambition 
was inflamed by difficulty and dangers, it took 
place of his natural indolence: But when fatis- 
fied, it prefented nothing but empty and imagi¬ 
nary goods, compounded with anxieties and 
every kind of torment, it fuffered him to fall 
back again into his natural difpofltion ; and he 
corrected one vice by another. 

Crrfttony The ceremony of his abdication paffed in the 
of the ah - manner imaginable. He came to the 

AppLuj* Forum with his Lictors and Guard, afcended 

the tribunal of harangues, and from thence de¬ 
clared to the aflembled People, that he abdicated 
the Dictatorfhip. He was even fo bold to add* 
that he was ready to give an account of his ad- 
miniftration to whomfoever fhould require it of 
him. He afterwards defcended, difmiffed his 
Liftors and Guards, and walked fedately up 
and down the Forum, accompanied with a (mail 
number of his friends. The whole People 
confldered him with a kind of amazement, and 
even difmay : and they could fcarce believe 
their eyes in refped to fo ftrange an altera* 
tion. 

Raisin- There was but one young man, who, when 
fulted^ a 5y]j a withdrew, began to attack him with in- 
^'"^"“^ jurious expreffions: and as no body took upon 

them to filence him, emboldened by impunity, 
he followed him quite to his houfe, continu¬ 
ing all the way to load him with reproaches. 
Sylla, who had fo often made the greateft per- 
fons and the moft powerful cities feel the 

dread- 
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dreadful effe&s of his anger, fufFered the info- A * 6 73« 
lence of that audacious youth with perfeft tran- * ‘ 
quillity. He only faid on entering his houfe: 

See here a young fellow , who will prevent any 
other , that may be in the like Jl at ion with me y from 
having any thoughts of quitting it . A very fenfi- 
ble refleftion ; and which it is not at all neceflfary 
to take with Appian for a predidlion of what 
Caefar did afterwards. 

Sylla in renouncing his office, did not entirely He re- 
renounce,' the city, nor the publick affairs: and fcaches 
Plutarch relates, that being defirous to prevent^/? 

Lepidus from being chofen Conful for the en- Tng made * 
firing year, and not being able to fucceed, be- Lepidus 
caufe Pompey had fupported the candidate p*'^: 
with his whole credit, and had qnrr ied it, he !^ ^ 
called that young man to him, all elate frompbmp. 
his fuccefs, and told him: You have great 
reafon to triumph. It is a. glorious aftion, to 
have caufed Lepidus to be chofen Conful y and 
even before Catullus ; that is> to have caufed the 
preference to be given , to the moft violent of all 
the feditious againft the moft virtuous citizen of 
Rome . For the reft keep yourfelf well upon your . 
guard \ for you have juft been armmg an enemy 
againft yourfelf. He fpoke truth as the event 
will fliew. 

Sylla refolved afterwards to offer a tenth He gives a 
part of his eftate to Hercules. He made 
feaft upon this occafion, in which he gave ban- ^ e 
quets to the People during feveral days with Phc. in 
fuch profufion, that a great quantity of provi- Sylla. 
fions were thrown every day into the Tiber,' 
and wine was drank at it forty years old and 

upwards. 


In 
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In fuch a man as Sylla every thing is of con- 
fequence: and I {hall not be afraid to infert in 
this place what Plutarch relates of the death of 
his wife, and his fecond marriage. 

During the feaft, of which I have juft been 
fpeaking, Meteila fell dangeroufly ill. A re¬ 
ligious Feftivai was not to be interrupted and 
profaned by the doleful things of death and 


mourning. 


He however made her magnificent 


obfequies; and that in contempt of the laws 
himfelf had paffed for fixing this kind of ex- 
pences. He was not more drift in obferving 
thofe, he had made againft the luxury of the 
table. To mitigate his grief, and confole his 
widowhood, he paffed the days in great and 
fumptuous entertainments with his ufual corn-* 
pany of Minftrels and Comedians. 

Soon after Metella’s death, Sylla being at 
the Theatre, was feated near a young Lady of 
condition, called Valeria, fifter of the Orator 
Hortenfius, and lately feparated from her hut 
band. That Lady paffing behind Sylla to go 
to her place, laid her hand upon him, and 
pulled away a piece of the fringe of his robe. 
Sylla turning about, {he faid to him, .There is 
nothing Jtrange in what I do. You are fortunate; 
and I am very glad to have any thing of yours , 
that may make me fo . This beginning pleafed 
Sylla, and was followed by looks and fmiles 
on both fides during the play. It ended in a 
marriage, upon which Plutarch (a) obferves 
with reafon, that fuppofing, as he inclines to 
believe, Valeria, prudent and virtyous, there 


(a) *» fiecXirx 

ju ytnaicD, aXX az 
e* *} xaXtjj iyvjtur 

*tt*l*t ?**£**>* 


foxyii «rapaCx>jSe»f v$' ui rot 
aurora >ej a rat S' faT* «ra$» 

Kuua&txi vitfvKi r. 


was 
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was at leaft no great pru'dence and virtue in A - 673- 
what determined Sylla to efpoufe her; and that AnU c * 79 ‘ 
it ill fuited that old warrior, to fuffer himfelf to 
be catched like a young coxcomb, by fuch tri¬ 
vial baits, that are ufually the iource of the moft 
loofe and (hameful paflions. 


M. iEMiuus Lepidus. 
Lutatius Catulus. 


A. 674* 
Ant, C. 7$, 


Sylla did not long enjoy the reft he had 
procured himfelf by abdicating the Di&ator- 
fhip. 

He had retired to his country-houfe atAppian. 
Cumm: and there he amufed his leifure either PLt. 
With innocent diverfions, as hunting and fifh- 
ing, or at feafts, that breathed nothing but dif- 
folution and debauch. In the midft of thefe Sylla is 
pleafures, he was feized with an horrible dif -fe™* 
cafe, which he diffembled to himfelf as long 
it Was poffible, and which he even nourished ea j^ J 
and increafed by his intemperance. This dif- 
temper was called the loufy difeafe. His in¬ 
trails were corrupted, and his flelh was full of 
lice, but in fuch abundance, that though many 
perfons were employed night and day in clean¬ 
ing him, what they took away were nothing 
in comparifon with what were produced incef- 
lantly. It was in vain to wafh and Ihift him: 
every thing was to no purpofe. His cloaths, 
the linen with which he was rubbed in the 
bath, even his vi&uals were covered with that 
naufeous vermin, the multitude and rapid pro¬ 
pagation of which, beyond all credibility, ren¬ 
dered all the pains that could be taken fruit- 
lefs. 
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a . r . 674. In this condition Sylla, no doubt to divert 
Skives' tin thoughts, if that had been poffible, from a 
laws to terrible evil, and his approaching end, fought 
tbtinba- t 0 procure himfelf fome employment. Poor 

PuxzLif. re ^ ource * Though the only one that human 

* wifdom was capable of fupplying. Let us 

not admire a frivolous and ineffectual courage 
a gain ft an avenging God. Only Religion af¬ 
fords folid confolations to a Chriftian, who 
knows and adores in the fevereft trials the hand 
of a Father, and who by patience turns the 
chaftifements he fuffers into meritorious offer¬ 


ings, and fuch as are capable of difarming the 
wrath of him who chaftifes. Sy 11a- even em¬ 
ployed himfelf in public affairs: and ten days 
before his death being informed, that the peo¬ 
ple of Puzzuoli in his neighbourhood were at 
variance amongfl themfelves, he drew them up 
He works a body of laws for their better regulation. He 

worked alfo upon the Commentaries of his life, 
"Twhich I have frequently cited after Plutarch: 
till with- and he even added things to it but two days 
in two ' before his death *, fo that through a remarkable 

‘di-tb™ he not only forefaw his end, but 

had even fpoke of it in fome meafure. For hav¬ 
ing, all his life-time confided in Aftrologers and 
dreams, he retained that weaknefs till the ap¬ 
proach of death. He accordingly finifhed his 
Memoirs by faying, the Chaldaeans had fore¬ 
told him, that after having lived happy, he 
fhould die in the utmoft height of his fucceffes 
and profperity. He added, that the preceding 
night he had feen a child of his by Metella in a 
dream, that had died a little before its mother 5 
and that this child had exhorted him to banilh 
all anxiety, and prepare to rejoin him and Me* 
tella, in order to enjoy perfect tranquillity with 

them. 
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them. 


Sylla was‘far from thinking of the 674- 
punifhment referved for him by the Divine nt ‘ * 
juftice* 

The day after this dream, he made his will, Sylla s 
in which he remembered all his friends by w * n : 
fome legacies, except Pompey, whom he did 
not nominate amongft his fon’s guardians, that p 0 mp. & 
he left almoft in the cradle. The glory of that Luc. 
young Captain feems to have excited fome jear 
loufy in Sylla, and induced a coldnefs in refpefl: 
to him. On the contrary he expreffed great 
affection for Lucullus \ to whom he infcribed 
his Commentaries, and made him guardian to 
his fan. And this was the commencement of 
the pique, between Lucullus and Pompey, the 
efleds of which were carried to a very great 
height. 

The day before he died,- he was informed la]} <vio - 
that Granius, the Magiftrate of Puzzuoli, and 

debtor to the Community of that city, deferred 
payment, expe&ing his death to refufe it openly, pj UL j' 
and defraud his fellow citizens. Sylla in his laft Sylla. 
moments refumed his natural character: fo lit¬ 
tle do men change* Violent and bloody, he 
caufed Granius to be brought to his chamber, 
and ordered his flaves to ftrangle him. The 
anger and agitation he was in, made an abfcefs 
burfl; •, and He voided a great quantity of blood 
and matter* His ftrength failed him ; he. palled 
the nigjit very ill, and died the next day at fixty 
years of age. 

Such was the death of the fortunate Sylla. 

“ Hefajis the only one of all mankind, asj^'J - 

Pliny f*Ux, 

Fortunate, 

(a) Unus hominum ad men afferuit L Sylla, tivili ojfumed by 
hoc xvi, Felicis fibi cogno- nempefanguine, & patria op- fyHa* 

pugnacious 


in 
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a, r. 674. pii n y obferves, or at leaft the firft, wh 6 
^ ?8, u prefumed to affume that fumame, fo little 
“ liming human nature. And upon what pre- 
cc tentions did he claim it ? For having flied 
cc the blood of his fellow-citizens; for having 
“ twice taken his country by force of arms; 
u for having been capable of profcribing fo 
“ many thoufand Romans. O miltaken good- 
u fortune! But had not the manner of his 
“ death fomething more dreadful in it, than 
“ the fate of thofe he had profcribed ? What 
“ good fortune was that of a man, whofe in* 
cc trails corrupt and devour themfelves, and 
u perpetually breed thoufands of executioners 
“ for their own deftru&ion! ” He boafted that 
he of all mankind had belt rewarded his friends, 
and revenged himfelf upon his enemies. But 
he experienced in this life the divine vengeance, 
and a vengeance highly capable of humbling 
human pride. 

SjUas ob- The death of Sylla immediately occafioned 

great and warm contefts. The Senate, with 
ppian. Q tu j us Qne 0 f t h e two Confuls at their head, 

was for having the laft honours paid to Sylla 
with pomp and magnificence, and decreed, 
that his obfequies fhould be celebrated, and his 
. body interred in the field of Mars: the other 
Sd[* & Conful Lepidus oppofed this. Pompey on this 
Pomp^ occafion fhewed himfelf a generous friend •, and 

forgetting the coldnefs of Sylla for him towards 
the end of his life, he exprefled all poffible 
zeal for honouring his memory. He employ¬ 
ed his whole credit, and did not fpare either 


pugnatioae adoptatum.- 

G prava interpretatio !- 

Age, non exitus vitae ejus, 
omnium profcripiorum ab 


illo calamitate crudelior fuit, 
erodente fe ipfo corporfe & 
fupplicia fibi gignente l Ptirfi* 
vii. 43. 


prayers 
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prayers or menaces; and laftly contributed A * t R ^ 67 |' 
more than any one to fecure all the tranquillity n ' ’' 
Decenary at the magnificent funeral* that was 
prepared for Sylla. 

His body was carried from his houfe atAppian. 
Cuma^ where he died, to Rome upon a bed 
of ftate, all glittering- with gold. He was 
dreft in the ornaments of Triumph. Four and 
twenty Lictors walked before it, with the 
rods and axes, as when he was Di&ator. He 
was efcorted by a great number of perfons on 
horleback and trumpets. Thofe who had for¬ 
merly ferved under him came induftrioutly to 
pay their laft duties to their General •, and as 
they arrived, they took their ranks, walked in 
order, and formed rather a numerous army 
than a proceflion. 

When all this pomp arrived at Rome, it 
augmented ftill much more both in number and 
magnificence. On the day of the obfequies 
mpre than two thoufand crowns were carried, 
prefentsof the cities and provinces, where Sylla 
had commanded, and made war; of the Le¬ 
gions who had ferved under his command; and 
even of private perfons. The colleges of the 
Priefts and Veftals furroundcd the body. The 
Senate came next with the Magiftrates inverted 
with the ornaments of their dignities. After 
them walked the Roman Knights; the troops 
with their golden eagles and arms glittering 
with filver clofed the march. A prodigious 
number of trumpets founded mournful airs, 
adapted to this foleinn ceremony ; and thole 
were anfwered by acclamations not tumultuous, 
but made regularly. The Senate led the way, 
and was foHowed by the Knights, the army, 

Yol. X. JR- and 
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* and laftlyby the People, the multitude of whom 

* was immenfe. 

It was cuftomary for thefe proceffions to pafs 
through the Forum ; and there, the neareft re¬ 
lation, afcending the Tribunal of harangues, pro¬ 
nounced a fpeech in praife of the deceafed and his 
anceftors, Fauftus, Sylla’s fon, being them an in¬ 
fant, the beft Orator in Rome was chofon to per¬ 
form that office. Appian makes no other men¬ 
tion of him. 

After the funeral Oration, fome * young and 
able-bodied Senators took up the bed of (late 
upon their (boulders, and carried it to the field 
of Mars, where the funeral pile was erefted. 
The quantity of perfumes confumed on this oc- 
cafion is incredible. The Ladies were at this 
expence, and they piqued themfelves upon 
equalling or even furpaffing the magnificence 
of all the reft of the ceremony in this refpeft. 
For befides two hundred and ten litters filled 
with perfumes of every kind, a ftatue of Sylla 
of a moderate fize, and that of a Liftor placed 
before him, were made with the mod preci¬ 
ous incenie and cinnamon. The Knights and 
principal Officers of the troops fet fire to the 
funeral pile. 

Sylla had ordered, that his body fhould be 
burnt, contrary to the cuftom of his houfe. 
For down to him all the Cornelii Patricians 
had been buried in the ground. But as through 
a meannds of revenue, he had caufed the 
corpfe of Marius to be dug up, he apprehended 

* I cm afraid, that Ap- me, that the Senators, in the 
*ian has transferred to Sylla time of the Commonnvealth , 
nxhat be fans done in his time fhould defend fo low as to 
:n rttptd 10 the Emperors. carry a corpfe upon their fioul- 
It turns hardly probable to ders. 


the 
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the fame treatment of his own, and refolved 
that nothing (hould remain of him but afhes. 

His tomb was (till to be feen in the field of 
Mars in Plutarch’s time ; and there was an epi¬ 
taph upon it, faid to be compofed by himfelf, 
the fenfeof which was, what we have faid above, 

4< that he had furpaffed both friends and ene- 
mies, the one in the good, and the other in 
44 the ill, he had done them . 91 
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A. R. 674. 
Ant. C. 7S. 

M. iEMILIUS Lepidus, 

Q^Lutatius Catulus. 

The Hiftory of the Confulfhip of Lepidus, 
and of the following years, was not only in- 
eluded in the great work of Livy, but had ' 
been treated by Sailuft. If the writings of ei¬ 
ther one or the other of thofe great Hiftorians 
had come down intire to us, we fhould not have 
fo much caufe to complain. But they have been 
loft ; and I muft go on, with the afliftance of 
Freinftiemius, to colled detached fragments of 
fads, where I find them fcattered, in order to 
compofe as good an whole as I can. 

Syila was dead: but his example fubfifted, Syllas 
and was in many refpeds pernicious to the li- 

bertyof Rome. lib"rty° 

In the firft place he had taught the Roman 

Generals to attach the troops to their perfons, 
and to make them fubfervient to the ambition of 
their Chief, even againft the Commonwealth, 
who had confided them to him. 

In the fecond, by diftributing the lands of the 
citizens amongft the foldiers, he corrupted them 
for ever, as a Writer of abundance of wit ob -taJmcdn 
ferves. For from that moment there was not a Romaic. 
man of the army, who did not wait an occafion,^ Io6 - 
that might put the eftates of his fellow-citizens 

into his hands. 

And laftly, the Didatorlhip, peaceably held 
by him above two years, and of which he di- 
vefted himfclf folely by his own choice, was an 
objed, which could not fail to inflame the cu¬ 
pidity of every ambitious perfon, that Ihould be , 
in a condition to pretend to it. The prejudice, 
that the Romans were incapable of being en- 

R 4 ftaved, 
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Ant^c^s' ^ ave( ^ was aC an er *d. The plan for fubjefting 
* 1 them was entirely laid down 5 and the queftion 

only was, to follow it. Accordingly Pompey 
laboured all his life with that view. He miffed 
his aim : but Csefar fucceeded; 

CbarG&cr When I compare Pompey with Sylla and 
ofPorzprfs Caefar, it is with a difference, that has been 
cmo.u.K. j u{ 4- c j 0u fly 0 bf crve d by Velleius. 44 He (a) 

44 was greedy of power j but would not ufurp 
44 it; his defire was, that it fhould be confer- 
44 red voluntarily upon him. For this reafon 
44 he fhewed himfelf an equally great General 
41 in war, and moderate citizen in the interior 
44 government of the Commonwealth, except 
66 when he apprehended having an equal. In 
44 every other refpeft his conduft was entirely 
4i laudable. He was a firm friend, and by no. 
44 means an implacable enemy •, faithful and 
44 fincere in reconciliation, and very eafy in 
44 accepting fatisfaclion •, generally moderate in 
41 the ufe of his power j in a word, almoft 
44 exempt from vices, except it were one of the 
44 greateft, not to be able to fuffer, in a free 
44 city, the miftrefs of the Univerfe, of which 
44 all the citizens were equal by fonftitution, 
44 that any one of them Ihould be his equal in 

(a) Fuit (Pompeius) po- mas ; potentia fua nun- 
tentis qus honoris causa ad qaam aut raro ad impoten- 
eum deferretur, non ut ab tiam ufus; pene omnium 
eo occuparetur, cupidiiB- vitiorum expers, nifi nume- 
mu5; dux hello peririfiimus, raretur inter maxima, in 
civis in toga, mC. ubi v'ete- civitate libera dominaque 
reiur ne qcem hsberet pa- gentium, indignari, quum 
rem, mctieitiiEiBus; amici- omnes cives jure haberet 
parum tenax, in ofFenlis pares, quemqiiam ^qualem 
exorabilis, in reconcilianda dignitate confpicere, Fell, 
gratia fideliSmus, in acci- II. zy. 

J>ienda fatisfadtione facilli- 

4. 


" dignity,” 
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’ r 

dignity.’* This idea of Pompey’s character .*■ p 6 74* 
and c'on'duft Will He ufeful in the fequel. For At * * 7 ’ 
he is now going to aft the principal part in the L e piju S 
Commonwealth, .till Csfar firft (hares his power endeavours 
With him, and afterwards fubverts it. Th 
Conful Lepidus, in. endeavouring to raife the^J^ - 
ponquered party, gave Pompey occafion 1 6 cori -party. 
tinue acquiring glory by arms, and to augment 
his credit. 

That Conful was far frdrri being capahle of Idea tf bit 
executing fo great a defign as that which he \te& ctmraa * r 
formed. He Was a man of neither morals’, nor 
talents, and who refembled thofe, whofe place 
he afpired at, only in ambition. Some years 
before, he had governed Sicily as Praetor, and Afcon. 
had been guilty of extGrtibns, that had drawn Pedi * 
upon him criminal profecutions, when he re¬ 
turned to Rome. But he hdd found out the 
feeret to bring the People-into his interefts; 
and his accufers feeing him favoured bj? the 
multitude, did ndt dare to purfue the charge 
they had brought againft him. During Sylla’s 
DiftatOrfhip, Lepidus, who was for being con- 
fidered afterwards as the avenger of the pro- 
fcribed, made no fcruple to improve the oc- 
cafion for inriching himfelf, and fattened with 
the blood of the unfortunate. He owns the 
faft himfelf in the fpeech we have of his amongft 
the fragments of Salluft; and he only endea¬ 
vours to excufe himfelf under the frivolous pre¬ 
text of having been forced to it fear for of draw¬ 
ing upon himfelf the indignation of the viftor. 

The plunder 6 ^ Sicily, and the fpoils of the 
profcribed, enabled him to purchafe the Con- 
fulfliip * and as foon as he faw himfelf in office, 
even ih the life-time of Sylla, he began 1 to em¬ 
broil affairs, 


The 
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Aau'c 67 1 ^he accounts we have being very defedive 
Speech 1 / in refpeift to the facb I am to fpeak of in this 
Lepidus to place, I cannot do better, to give an idea of 
the People. Lepidus’s projeft, than to extraft the principal 

paffages of the fpeech I have juft mentioned. 
It is an harangue to the People, in which, 
without difcovering himfelf entirely, he how¬ 
ever fufficiently gives us to underftand what his 
views are. 

He fuppofes every where in it Sylla to be 
matter of the Commonwealth, becaufe in rea- 
ality, though he had abdicated the Dictator- 
£hip, it was his party that ruled. After hav- 
ing began by inveighing againft his perfon, 
and the tyranny under which he made the 
Commonwealth groan, he attacks his adhe¬ 
rents. (a) “ I cannot be fufficiently furpriz- 
<c ed, faid he, when I fee Sylla’s partizans, 
<c perfons of the greateft names, and to. whom 
a their ancettors left the moft glorious exam- 
u pies, make themfelves the (laves of a ty- 
rant, to purchafe at that price, the power 
86 of tyrannizing over you. They chufe to 
61 be doubly unjuft, to you and to themfelves, 

(a) Satellites quidem ejus poque, & Antiocho defen - 
(Sylls) homines maxumi fum eft aliud, quara libertas 
nominis, non minus opra- & fua cuique Cedes ; neu 
mis majorum exemplis, ne- cui, nifi legibus, pareremus ? 
qaeo feus mirari, domina- qus can&afevus ifte Romu- 
tionis in vos fervitium fuum Ins, quafi ab externis rapta, 
mercedem dant: & utrum- tenet; non tot exercituum 
que per injuriam malant, dade, neqne confulis, 8 c 
quam optnmo jure liberi aliorum principum,quosfor- 
agere: pneclara Brutoram, tuna belli confumpferat, fe- 
atque iEmilioram, & Lata- tiatus: fed turn crudelior, 
riorum proles, genid ad ea quam plerofque fecund 2 res 
qu2 majores virtute peperere in miferationem ex ira ver- 
fubvertunda. Nam quid a tont. Sail . Hifi. /. I. 
Pyrrho, Annibale, Philip- 

“ rather 
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ft rather than to live as citizens of a free State. A * R * fi 74- 
“ This worthy pofterity of the Brutufe$, Ant ‘ C,7 *‘ 
f c the jEmilii ^nd Lutatii feem born to der 
ff prive this Empire of all, that the virtue of 
ft their anceftors has acquired it. For what 
“ defended it againft the arms of Pyrrhus, Hatjr 
“ nibal, Philip, and Antiochus, but the- li- 
“ berty of our country, and the tranquillity in 
“ which every one fecurely poffeffed the in- 
heritance of his anceftors, and knew no 
“ other matters than the laws? Now this is 

4 

“ exactly what this cruel tyrant keeps in his 
ft hands, as fpoils taken from a foreign ene- 
“ my. His thirft of blood and (laughter was 
ft not fatiated with the deftruftion of fo many 
tt illuftrious citizens as have perifhed in battle : 
tt Profperity, which mollifies others, and makes 
“ pity fucceed anger, has only made him more 

ft cruel and inhuman.’ 5 . 

• • 

From fo vehement an inve&ive he deduces 
^ conclufion, that naturally follows, and ex¬ 
horts the People to rife up againft fuch a 
tyranny, and (hake off fo odious an yoke. Arid 
after having defcribed in the ftrongeft terms 
the flavery, to which they were now reduced, the 
whole People deprived of their lands and eftates, 
the laws, judgments, revenues, provinces, the 
fate of Kings, all in the power of a fingle per- 
fon, he adds: “ Does (a) there remain any 
“ other choice for men of courage to make, 
t,t than of delivering themfelves from injuftice, 

(a) Eft ne viris reliqui feptis fhtuit ; neque quif- 
aliud quam folvere injuriam, quam extremam necefiitatem 
aut mori per vircacem ? nihil aufus, nili muliebri in- 
quoniam quidem unum om- genio, exfpe&at. 
jiibus finem natura vel ferro 
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u or to die with courage; as after all death fs 
44 an inevitable law, from which neither walls 
44 nor armed guards can defend any one, and 
44 it is abjefl: cowardice to wait for the laft ex- 
46 tremities, without daring any thing in defence 
44 of onefelf againft them.” 

It is eafy to conceive, that Sylla could not 
but treat a man, capable of fuch language, as 
a feditious perfon. Lepidus to obviate that 
reproach artfully employs all that was odious ih 
the condud of his adverfary. “ I am (a) 
44 a feditious perfon, fays he, if Sylla’s opi- 
44 nion is to be taken, becaufe I complain of 
“ the rewards obtained by fedition and civil 
44 wars; and becaufe I claim the rights of a 
44 free and real peace, I am to be confidered 
44 as defirous to renew the war. Undoubted- 
44 ly you will not be able to fubfift, and pof- 
44 fefs the empire in fafety and tranquillity, if 
44 the I aft and loweft of mankind, if wretch- 
44 ed freedmen do not peaceably enjoy the for- 

44 tunes of others, and fquander that profufely, 
44 which coft the right owners fo much labour 
44 and fweat to obtain; if you do not approve 
44 the murders of fo many innocents, profcrib- 
44 ed on account of their riches, the horrible 
<c punifhments in0ided upon the moft illuftri- 
44 ous perfons, the defolation of the city, made 
44 a defert by baniftiments and {laughters, the 


(a) Verum ego fediriofos 
ut Sulla ait, quia premia tur- 
barum qaeror, Sc bell urn cu- 
piens, quia jura pacis repeto. 
Scilicet quia non aliter lalvi 
fadfque tuti in imperio ends, 
nifi Vetdas Picens, fcriba 
Cornelius, aliena bene parata 


prodegerint, nifi approba- 
veritis. omnes profcriptiones 
innoxiorum ob dividas, cru- 
ciatus virorum illuftrium, 
vaftatam urbem fuga & casdi- 
bos, bona civinm miferorum, 
qnafi Gimbricam prsedam, 
veniun aut dono data. 


cc 
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“ or given away ftill more unworthily, as if '• *• • 

<{ they were fpoils t^jcen from Cimbri.” 

Lqpkfos to epcqqrage the Romans tp t^kfi 
arms agaipft the fey of Sylla, reprefented his 

party as weak: he infifttd upon his haying 
made a great number of malecontents by the 
unworthy preference he had givep to low 
wretche§, (till more conteiqptibje fpr their man¬ 
ners than tfye bafenefs of their origin. He pre¬ 
tended, th^t he wa^s fupported only byafrqall 
number pf partifanS, black with crimes; and 
that the poops thenifelves who had ferved un¬ 
der hipi, ^ould not fail to efpoufe the fide of 
liberty. “ IV^y (a) greateft confidence, fays 
“ he, is in a victorious army, who b,y fo 
“ many perils and wounds Have acquired na- 
“ thing but to give themfelves a Tyrant. Un- 
<e lefs yfe imagine their defign was to fubverc 
“ the 'jnbunitian powefc which their ancestors 
“ had eftabliihed by arms; or that they intend- 
“ ed tp depriye themfely^ of the protection of 
fiC the L$ws, and the authority of the judi- 
66 cature. They would undoubtedly be finely 
cc rewarded by thofe marches, and thofe uncul- 
“ tiyated fprefts, tq which they are banifhed: 

“ infomuch that hatred and infamy are for 

♦ 4 % * * • i # • 

M them, and rewards for a fmall number of 

1 ♦ « 1 ^ 9 9 ^ 


(a) Maxpmapi mihi fidu- raercede, quurn rqlegari in pa- 
ciara par^ Vi5or exerqitus, ludes & fylvas, cbntumeliam 
cut per'tot vulnera 8c labores atque invidiam fuam, premia 
nifeii prater, tyrannum quse- penes paucos- intelligerent. 
fitum eft.”' Nifi" "Forte Tri- Quam igitur tanto agmine at- 
buniciam poteftatem ever- qiie animis incidit? Quia fe- 
fum prbFetfi (unt,’ per arma cundas res mire funt vitiis ob-- 
conditam' a majoribus fuis; tentui: quibus labeFaftatis, 
litique jute judicia Fibimet quam Formidatus antea ell, 
extorquerent; egregiafcilicet tam contemnetur. 

cs vile 
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♦ “ vile flatterers. Wherefore then, adds fie* 

’ 44 does Sylla feem fo well guarded, and with 
44 fuch great pomp ? It is becaufe profperity 
44 wonderfully covers vices and weak fides. 
44 But on the firft difgrace you will fee him fall 
44 into as great contempt, as he is now for- 
46 midable.” 

Nothing was wanting to fo warm and ve¬ 
hement an exhortation, except Lepidus’s of* 
fering himfelf as Leader. He did fo, and con¬ 
cluded his difcourfe thus (a). 44 I could con- 

44 tent myfclf with this fupreme magiftracy, to 
44 which you have raifed me by your fuffrages. 
44 This fufficed for fuftaining the glory of my 
44 anceftors, to fatisfy my ambition, and even 
44 for my fecurity. But I did not believe, that 
44 I ought folely to regard my own advantage ; 
44 and I preferred liberty attended with dangers 
44 to a fafe and quiet flavery. If therefore you 
44 approve my fentiments, come Romans, and 
4C with the aid of the gods, follow the Conful 
44 M. /Emilius, who is ready to put himfelf at 
44 your head, for the re-efl:abli(hment of the 

“ publick liberty.” 

We fee by this difcourfe, that the defign of 
Lepidus was to deftroy all that Sylla had done; 

to form a party for himfelf, by raifing the mean- 
eft of the People, always ready through their 
mifery to hearken to thofe, who promife them 
a change; to give thofe hopes of being re-efta- 
blifhed in their eftates, who had been deprived 


(a) Mibi quanquam per 
hoc fummum imperium fads 
qusefitum erat nomini majo- 
ram dignitati, aique etiam 
prs&dio, tamen non fuit 
confilium privatas opes fa- 
cere : podorque vifa eft peri- 


culofa libertas quieto fervido. 
Qua fi probads, adefte, 
Quirites, k bene juvandbtis 
diis, M- iEmilium confulem 
ducem k au&orem fequimini 
ad recipiundam libertatem. 

of 
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of them; and to recai all that remained of the*- R - 6 74< 
profcribed. All this had the colour of juftice. Reflexion 
But befides, that the intentions of Lepidus were upon the 
not what he pretended, and that he laboured t™?** if 
only for himfclf, in feigning a great zeal for the Lt ^ 1 ut ' 
public, there are occafions, in which too ftrift 
an obfervance of juftice becomes itfeif unjuft, 
and in which there is a neceffity, that particulars 
fuffer, in order that the State itfeif may fub- 
fift. Sylla had infoiently abufed his viftory. 

But however by fupporting his inftitutions, the 
Commonwealth might enjoy fome tranquillity. 

To cancel them, was to plunge it again into all 
the horrors, from which it had fcarce emerged. 

Florus compares it to a fick perfon, (a) that has 
occafion for reft; and to a wounded one, for 
whom there was reafon to fear taking off the 
dreffings, even with defign to promote the 
cure. 

Accordingly all the perfons of worth, withC*/»Zw 
Catulus at their head, oppofed the defigns o$ andalllhe 
Lepidus, as foon as they became evident. But, 
as it happens commonly enough, they afted at pofehim. 
firft with indolence, and inftead of checking 
the evil in its birth by fome degree of vigour, 
they gave him time by their inaftivity to aug¬ 
ment his force, and to make himfelf formi¬ 
dable. 

The defigns of Lepidus had no great confe- LepUusafl 
quences during Sylla’s life. He alfo endeavour- fillet 
ed ineffectually, as we have faid, to prevent 

and difturb his obfequies. But they were fcarce at 
folemnized, before divifion openly broke out their head. 
between him and Catulus. Lepidus had gained, j ’ 

(a) Expediebat quafi segrse ne vulnera curatsone ipfa re- Appian. 
faaci^que Reipublics re- fcinderentur. Fler. III. i j. pj v * * ‘ 
quiefcere quomodocuraque, lor ' 1 * 

a the 
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popular by largeffes. He raifcd Hetruria* 
7 "where the remains of Marius’s party had pre¬ 
ferred and defended themfelves vigoroufly dur- 
* N<no ing two years in * Volaterra. He drew toge- 
Folaterra ther all the profcribed, who had efcaped death; 
uiTvfcavy. w hen partifans were fufficiently nume¬ 
rous to form an army, he took off the mafk, 
and went to put himfelf at their head. 

Accsmmo- His forces were not yet confiderable: and 
dation f^-Catulus was of opinion, that he fhould be driven 

to extremities. But the majority of the Senate 
c:m ' were inclined to lenity. The affair was turn¬ 
ed into negotiation: Deputies were lent to 
Lepidus, and an accommodation was concluded, 
the principal conditions of which were, that 
the two Conluls Should take an o^th not to em- 

ploy arms againft each other, and that Lepidus 

fhould have the government of Gallia Narbo- 

nenhs, with the command of an arrnv. Thus 
7 * 

as his rapine (tfjhad gained him the Conful- 
ihip, the fedition he had excited, was re¬ 
warded with the government of a Province- 
Thefe were great encouragements for a factious 
man, and highly capable of inducing him to 
continue practices, in which he had been fo, fuc- 
cefsful. 

He nt*rn: Accordingly when Lepidus went to take up- 
a jccorj on him t he command of the troops, which he 
^jV^was to carry with him into his Province, he 
traps'arjd\d not make hafte to return to Rome, tho.ugh 
demand: was his function to hold the afiemblies for the 

J e ™* dCon ‘t\ta\QVi of the Confuls. He was for letting the 
J J* 1 *' year of his Confulfhip elapfe \ conceiving, that 


(a) Ex rapinis Confula- eft. Salluft. Hift. I. in Or. 
ram, ob feditionem provin- Phil. 
cum exercku adeptus 


his 
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]ns oath obliged him only during the time he A - R - 6 7*' 

0 * o ^ ^ n t C« 78, 

was in office, and that as foon as that expired, 
he Ihould be at liberty to ufe the forces againft 
his adverfaries, which they had the imprudence 
to put into his hands. Accordingly the year 
expired without the election of Confuls: it was 
neceffary to nominate Interreges fucceffively to 
govern the Commonwealth : and Lepidus, hav¬ 
ing left in Gallia Cifalpina a body of troops un¬ 
der M. Brutus, to keep that country in his in- 
terefts, advanced towards Rome with thegreateft 
part of his forces, demanding a fecond Conful- 
fhip. 

INTERREGNUM. 


E have amongft the fragments of Salluft A . r. 6 7 j. 
the harangue fpoke on this fubjeft in the** nr - 77 - 

Senate by the orator Philip, of whom I have al • pl %^{ 5 
ready had occafion to fpeak feveral times: again# U- 
and it is principally from the lights I could ex- 
trad from that difeourfe, that I have difpofed 
the rafts I have juft related. 

Philippus firft reproaches the Senators in it 
with the indolence of the conduct they obferved 
in refpeft: to a feditious man, of which he had 
taken the advantage for making himfelf for¬ 
midable. u (a) When inftead of afting with 


(a) At turn crat Lepidus 
In ro cum caionibus Sc pall¬ 
ets licarii;, quorum r.emo 
non diui nu mcreedc vi'.am 
mutuaveric. Nui.c eft Pro- 
confu! cum imperio, non 
empto, fed date a voUs, cum 
legatisadhuc jure pareotibus: 
Sc ad eum concuncie homi¬ 
nes omnium ordinum cor- 

Vol. X. 


ruptifTumi, flagrantes inopia 
Sc cupidinibus, fcelerum cor.- 
fcieniia exagitatis, quibus 
qu-es in fedhionibu?, in pace 
turbre funt. Hi tumultum 
ex tumuicu, Helium ex bel!o 
ferunt, S&urnini olim, poll 
Sulpicii, dein Marii Da- 
maiippique, nuncLepidifa- 
tcilites. 

S conftancy, 





55$ Interregnum. 

a. r. 6*5.“ conftancy, faid he, to fupprefs a faftiori, 

' 7 u then only in its birth, you entered into a 
(i treaty with Lepidus, he was only a thief, 
“ fupported by a few rabble, and afmall nunv 
her of Cut-throats, every one of whom was 
“ ready to rifque his blood and life for bread. 
“ He is now a Prcconlul, invefted with a 
“ command he has not bought, but received 
lt from you, attended by Lieutenant Generals, 
“ who obey him as their lawful Commander. 

4 

And from all parts he has drawn together 
“ around him all that is molt corrupt in the 
different orders of the (late, men whofe indi- 

7 *4 

“ gence and vices make capable of daring any 
“ thing, incdfantly tormented with the re- 
“ membrance of their pad crimes ; who know 
“ r.o repcfe but in feditions, and to whom 
c: peace is a violent fituation. Thefe are the 
“ men, who make infurrection fucceed to in- 
“ furrection, and civil war to civil war; ad- 
“ herents formerly to Saturnius, then to Sul- 
“ picius, afterwards to Marius and Damafip- 
tc pus, and laftly to Lepidus.” 

\Ye now come to the picture, that Philip 
gives of Lepidus and his conduft. The in¬ 
vective is of the mo ft vehement kind. Ci Are 

“ vou 'a. moved, laid he to the Senators, with 
♦ 

the propofals made you by Lepidus ? He 
requires, that what appertains to every one 
“ lhould be reftored, and is rich only by the 
tc fortunes of others : he is for having; the laws 

o 

founded upon the right of war aboliftied, and 

(*' An Leridi manoata concordix gratiao’ebeiTri- 
amros movent: qei. lacere buniciam poteftatem reftitui, 
ait "ja caique redd 1 , £ al.ena ex qua omnes difcordias ac- 
tenet ; belli jura refeindi, ccnix, 
auunsirfe arm.scocra:;- 

* ♦ a - 

“ he 

■ 
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u he reduces us to that by the force of arms: R*^75; 

“ he demands, for the fake of peace and con- Ant ' ’ 77 
“ cord, that the Tribunitian power fhould be 
re eftablifhed, from whence all our civil dif- 
u fenfions havearofe.” 

Then addreffing himfelf to him, as if pre- 
fent: “ O thou, cried he, (a) the molt vile and 
moft impudent of mankind, will you per- 
“ fwade us that you are moved by the indi- 
“ gence and tears of the citizens, whilft you 
;t poffels nothing that you have not acquired 
ct by arms or injuftice.? You aik a fecond 
iC Confulfhip, as if you had refigned the firft 
u to the Commonwealth. You defire to re- 
cc inflate union and concord by war; who are 
fiC the only difturber of it in peace. Traitor to 
<c the party of the Great, which you ought to 
<l defend, perfidious even to thofe interefts 
“ you pretend to fupport, an enemy to all per- 
tC Ions of worth, you know in confequence 
<c neither to refpeft the Gods nor men, whom you 

ct have made equally your adverfaries by your 
u perfidies and perjury. As this is thy per- 
(< nicious character, go, perfift in thy enter- 
<c prize, and continue in arms, inftead of giv- 
u ing us perpetual difquiets, by deferring fedi- 


(«; PefTume omnium at- 
qoe impudentifiunie, tib;ne 
egeftas civium& luftus cur# 
funt, qui nihil elt domi, nifi 
armis partum, aut per inju* 
riam? Alrerum CoTulntum 
pjtis, quafi primuin reddide- 
ris ; belh concordiam qu#- 
ris, quo parta difunbaiur: 
noltri prod iter, ill is info! as, 
hoftis omnium bonorura, ut 
te neque homirjum, neque 


deorum puder, quos perfidia 
aut paijurio violafti ! Qui 
quando talis es, maneas in 
lententia, & retineas anna, 
te horror j neu prolatandis 
feditionibus, inquics ipfe,nos 
in foilicitudine retineas. Ne¬ 
que te provincial, neque le¬ 
ges, neque dii Penates civem 
patiuntur. Perge qua cce- 
piili, uc quam maturrume 
merita invenias. 

S 2 


tion,s 
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r ' thms to another time, from which thy tur- 
iC tulenc ipirit does not permit thee to abftain. 

The provinces, the laws, the Houfhold Gods 
4i or cor Country, raiie their voices againft 
iC thee, and cannot i utter thee in the number of 
cur fellow-citizens. Continue what you have 
*' began, in order that you may foon experk 
cn.ee the juft puniihment you deferve.” 
phhippus was thererore againft any accomo¬ 
dation with Lepidus, and he concluded in the 
relieving manner : IC As in) Lepidus is ad- 
41 vancing with an army againft the city, and 
Ci has allocated himfelf with the vile enemies 
“ of the pr.b'.ick, in contempt of the authority 
41 of this fsffembly, I am ot opinion, that Ap. 
4; Claudius, now Interrex, with CbCatulus the 
tc i’roccnful, and the reft, who are in com- 
t; mend, mould defend the city, and take care 
t4 that the Commonwealth luffers no injury. 
The op:;;ion cf i-hilippus was followed, and 
V* cr t; ' e hen ate pafi’ed a decree againft Lepidus, 

which in the form we have juft mentioned, 
/tf.y.V. rt:.. gave an aimoft unlimited power to thoft, who 
*"Vf ‘were aupointed to orpofe his enterprizes. Ca- 

ruins zcccidincly r re cared for comm 2 to a bat- 

a * I a 


m 1 


tie. 


nd as he excelled more in civil virtues, 


than in military knowledge, Pumpey was af- 
i ■ elated vim him, who had contributed to 
ra m L<phi vs to the Clonfulfhip, but did not 
h( r if : :e to prerm Le coiv.inuap.ee cf the pub- 


i ■ • 


in.-; t.anqu.ucy to n s particular engagements. 
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The battle was fouHit under the walls of Rome, - A R 

J A «»• 


O f' 


near the bridge Mulvius. 

w 


or 

* ^7 '• 

m, • *> 0. 7- 

The victory was 


not Jong in fu!pence : and i.epidus having been .vl«n :t . 
defeated without much rcfiltance, retired into 
Hetruria. He was immediately declared an 
enemy to his country, and Catulus fent in pur- 
fuit of him, whilft Pompey went into Cifflpine 
Caul, which, as 1 have laid, Brutus held lor 


r P 

J-Jl 


pidits 


It is probable, that Rome took the advan- £/«•*; 
rage of the firft moment's tranquillity to pro-1 
cc cd to the election of Confuls. The choice 
of the people fell upon Decimus Brutus, and 
Mamercus yEmiiius. The !aft was very rich •, Cr. de 

J | f 

but he was afraid of exptnee, and to fpare l ;'! liC * J * 
himfelf that of the games, which was in reality ' 

O ' j 

enormous, he had declined the office of /Ediicu 
The People remembered it, when he flood for 
the Confullhip, and refilled him the firft time. 
Mamercus did not fuccecd even this year wi:h- 
out confiderable difficulty. 


D. Junius Brutus. 

M 4 M HRCUS JE M I L I US L/EPIDl'S 

Li vi anus. 




Pompcy found no difficulty in making Cal 
lia Cifalpina return to its duty. He was only r *‘ ,a 
flopped a confiderable time before Modena, in .j" 
which Brutus had ihut himfelf up. At lalt a 
the affair terminated to the Satis!action of Pom- 

* 

nev ; and Brutus funvndertd himfelf to him, !( ‘ 

x * /■•’ p\t tj 

either voluntarily, or compelled by the defer- ]> 

The victor’s conduct in hn:. in 
refcedl to his prisoner, did him no honour. * >yi ' ,! W 
For after having fent him to Reggio with a 
guard, the next day he difpatched Geminius to 


tions of his troops. 


S '> 
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kiil 



262 


Junius, /Emilius, Confute. 


A * R * e? v kill him. 

An:. C. 77 


P ut. in 
B.-ut, 


LrpU’us is 


And what renders tins action ft ill 
the more inexcufable, was, he had at firft 
wrote to the Senate, that Brutus had furrender- 
ed himfelf freely and of his own accord. But 
after he had caufed him to be killed, he chang¬ 
ed his ftyle, and in a fecond letter much ca- 
iumniated his memory. This is a blot in Pom¬ 
pey ’s life: and the famous Brutus, who was 
the fon of him I fpeak of, did not pardon 
Pompey his father’s death, till he thought him¬ 
felf obliged to do fo by views of the publick 
good. 

In the mean time Catulus kept Lepidus with- 
Ma-ria in verv narrow bounds-, and having driven 
jcczrar.rr.i , j nt0 a corner near * Cola, a maritime city 

Cj:. of Hetruria, he reduced him to come to a bat- 
r.a, -zv cert tie. The army of Lepidus fee ms to have 
bid;?-, been confiderable both for number and valour, 

and that it would have been capable under 
another leader to have found much employ¬ 
ment for the contrary party. It fought pn the 
preient occafion with vigour, and even had 
forne advantage. But Pompey, who arrived 
from Cifalpine Gaul, determined the viftory in 
favour of Catulus. Lepidus had no other re- 
fource, than to fave himfelf with the remainder 
of his troops in Sardinia. He lucceeded no 
better in that ifland: and Valerius Triarius, 
who was Praetor of it, reduced him to extre- 
mities by harrsfling him continually, and pre¬ 
venting him from fazing any place. A do- 
meftick grief compleated his diftrefs. Pie was 
'informed, that his wife Apultia was falfe to 
him. To revenge himfelf he was divorced 
from her. But as he continued to love her. 


]T Exc 
*• 

perant. 


Pint, in 
Por-p. 


Tc 'j cit r nxas f.tucted ma,r Porto Hcrcole. 


regret 
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regret and grief brought an illnefs upon him, ^J" c e U' 
of which he died. Perperna drew together the 
wreck of the army, that was without a Gene¬ 
ral ; and having formed a body of them, that 
was ftill numerous, he went to Spain, where 
Sertorius fupported the remains of Marius’s 
party. 

Thus ended the troubles excited by Lepidus. Mc&m x 
The {a) viftors contented themfelves with hav - tion °\ "•* 


a. 


ing reeftablifhed peace : an extraordinary exam- 
pie of moderation in a civil war. The Senate by 
a Decree granted an amnefty to thole, who had 
been concerned in the laft troubles; and that 
Decree was fupported by another of the Peo¬ 
ple, of which Caefar was confidered almoft as 
the author. Befides the general intereft of 
Marius’s faftion, of which he never loft fight, 
his brother in law L. Cinna had been engaged Sner - 
in the party of Lepidus, and by this decree he • 
obtained liberty to return to Rome. The 
Senate had alfo its view in the lenity it obferv- 
ed on this occafion. This was to prevent the 
defpair of thofe fugitives from making them 
augment the forces of Sertorius, already too 
formidable of himfelf. But mild policy is me¬ 
ritorious ; and it is but too common for viftors 
to perfwade themfelves, that cruelty is for their 
advantage. 

Of all the branches of Marius’s party, none Powpy h 
remained, except that of which Sertorius was ^\ /0 

a 0 * ft {7 •• 

the chief in Spain, and againft which Metellus '. r _ 
Pius was actually making war with little fuc-/wv 
ccfs. That General had all the military abiii- r,:t - 111 

Puinr, 

1 

(a) Yi&orcs, quod non temrre rtI• 5 in civi'-bu brllis, 
pace content! fueiunt. I lor. !i:% 2:. 


US 
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5 ties, that could be defired : but his * flownefs 
' evidently made him incapable of reducing fo 
able and active an enemy 2 s Sertorins. How¬ 
ever as his birth, reputation and the high efteem 
of all men for his virtue, would not admit the 
affront to be done him of recalling him, the 
queftion only was to give him a Cellegue, 
who with a reinforcement of troops, might alfo 
be of a character to iupply v. hat was wanting 
in Mete! 1 us on the fide of activity. Pompey 
was ambitious of this employment *, and in con- 

i 9 

fequer.ee in (lead ot difmiifing his troops, as Ca- 
tulus ordered him, he kept them aflcmbled un¬ 
der various pretexts, at a final 1 diftance from 
Rome. He was indeed the only one at that 
time, in whom the Senate could repo.e con¬ 
fidence for fo difficult and important a command. 
It was accordingly refolved at lift to order him 
to fet out for Spain with the title of Procon- 
ful. This did not pafs without difficulty : and 
(a) fome Senators reprefenred, that it was very 
Prance for a Roman Knight to be invefted 

»S- ^ 

with the rank and authority of a Proconful. 
Hf tnuft not Lc fa:!, faid Philippes, v:eerly as a 
PrcccnfuL hut as fir:kin* the place of both Con - 

J ' •»’ • » • O - 

fu:s at once: a faying no lei’s honourable for 
Pompey, than injurious to the Ccniuls actually 
in office. 
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But before we relate what Pompcy did 
this new command, it is neceffary to re fume If 

our account of the adventures and exploits of thenar 
Sertorius from the time of his departure from ' u:iw c,ir ’ 

L ^ 2) a Jl { " 

Italy. We (hall fee therein a man always 
ftruggling with advantage againft bad fortune do vlvj J] cm 
implacable in perfecuting him, and worthy of 
being ranked in the number of the greateft 
ornaments of Rome, though his ill fortune re¬ 
duced him to become its enemy. 

I have laid, that Sertorius, immediately after dcrurim 
Sylla had debauched the Coniul Scipio’s army, nf c../ 
defpairing of the fuccefs of a war, carried 
by Generals, whcfe incapacity he weil knew, J 

had retired into Spain, which province had Mu-, in 
fallen to him by lot after his rrsetorfliip. 
was not without difficulty, that he entered it. 

He found the paffes of the Pyrenees occupied 
by Barbarians, whom only money could ren¬ 
der tractable. Thole who attended him thought 
it a difgrace for a Proconful of the Roman Peo¬ 
ple to pay a kind of tribute or toll for paffage 
to wretched Mountaineers*. But Sertorius, than 


whom no man knew better to fuppdrt his rank 
when it was neceffary, laughed on this occa- 
fion at that ill-timed haughtinefs, and faying, 
tc that he would buy time, which of all things 
“ is the mod precious to thofc who have great 
ct matters in view, 55 he gave the Barbarians 
mony, paffed the mountains, and by his ex¬ 
pedition faw himlelf mailer of Spain. ^ ^ 

As he determined to ftrengthen, and to rnakeV ;/ yy * 
himfelf a folid eftablilhment there, he fpared no ihac, and 

pains to conciliate the good-will of the natives particular¬ 
ly gains 

* Tie Robbers, that inf eft the Pyrenean mountains, are m-vj [■“ $} C , 

n iv' 1 . J tlon "J tbe 

cane a iWiqueicts, • 

1 h'veral 

of Slates. 
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of the country. The avidity and oppreffions 
7 ’ of the laft Praetors had infpired them with an 

averfion for the Homan government. Sertorius 
engaged the principal perfons and chiefs of dif¬ 
ferent countries by the affability and kindneJs 
of his behaviour, and the multitude by the re¬ 
duction of taxes. But what charmed the 
Spaniards in a particular degree, was his ex¬ 
empting them from quartering foldiers, oblig¬ 
ing the troops under his command to build 
themfelves barracks in the neighbourhood of 
the cities, and taking up his own quarters firft 
in them himfelf. At the fame time he armed 
all the Remans he found in Spain of age to 


ferve : he cauled both machines of all kinds, 
and g.Tiies of three benches of oars to be built; 
thus {hewing; himfelf no lefs terrible in the 

O 

preparations of war, than mild and humane in 






/ 



r 






civil government. 

He had reafon to ufe precaution and to 
make great preparations of war. For as loon 
as the party of Carbo and Manus was deftroy- 
,.ed, as he had rigiily forefeen, and Sylla had 
i/made himfelf matter of the Commonwealth, 



f Annius was fent from Rome to make v/ar a- 
• !:e cainft him. He knew, that it was of the laft 
importance to fhut up the paffes of the Pyre¬ 
nees and he caufed them to befeized by Livius 
Salinator, who had fix thoufand infantry under 
him. Annius in confequence was ftopt at the 
foot of the mountains, and would have been 
extremely embarraffed, had not treason come 
in to his aid. One Calpurnius Lanarius affal- 
finated Salinator *, the troops having loft their 
' chief difbanded ; and Annius then patting the 
defiles, forced Sertorius, who was not in a con¬ 
dition 
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fdition to keep the field, to fhut himfelf up in a. r. 675. 
Carthagena, with three thoufand men. He Ant,C ' 77 * 


Carthagena, with three thoufand men. He 

{fayed there only till he had embarked his 
followers in fhips, he had caufed to be built, 
and made off to fea. He cruized fome time 


upon the coafts of Spain and Africa, and at¬ 
tempted to make defcents in different places, 
but always with bad fuccefs. At length hav¬ 
ing added fome fmall fhips of the Cilician Pi¬ 
rates to his fleet, he paffed the Straits, and 
landed a little beyond the mouth of the Baetis, 
now called Guadalquivir. 

When he was in that place, fome naviga- Scrtorm 
tors newly arrived from the Atlantic or for- conceits 
tunate iflands, gave him fuch a defeription of Noughts of 
them as charmed him. They told him that 
their climate was mild ; that feldom even gen- tunaU 
tie * rains fell in them, but that the earth was ijlanas. 


refreflied there by the fea breezes, which dif- 
perfed a grateful dew ; that the foil was fo fer¬ 
tile, that it not only repaid the pains of cul¬ 
tivation with abundant ufury, but that it pro¬ 
duced fruits of itfelf without labour, which by 
their multitude and goodnefs fufficed tor the 
nourifhment of a great number of inhabitants: 
in a word, that it was there, according to the 
general opinion of the Barbarians themfelves, 
that the Elyfian fields celebrated by Homer 
were fituated. 


The defeription given us by Horace of the 
fame iflands agrees perfectly with what we have 


* So Plutarch exp > effes the. Canaries. See A iewve?ityt t 

himfelf. Our modern ohfer - Of the px fence of God, I. II. 

affirm , that it never c. 4. 
rains in tbs flat count >y cf 


juft 
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taken from Plutarch. 


cc 


(fi) In this for- 


46 tunate abode, lays that Poet, the earth with- 


44 out culture brings torch rich harvefts every 
44 year: the vine fiourifhes without pruning : 
44 the olive tree never deceives the hopes its iirft 
44 buds have given: and the figtree is per¬ 
petually adorned with ripe fruits, whole pur¬ 
ple charms the eye. Honey flows here 
from the hollow oak, and from the moun¬ 
tain tops fall rivulets of clear water in abun- 
44 dance, that murmur as they flow in cufcadcs. 


4 i 


c; 
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c - 


cc 


The co tts and ewes come here of them- 

O 

irlves to offer their dugs attended with 
milk. Bears neither growl a:ound the night¬ 
ly icics, terrifying them with their cries, 
nor do vipers fwell the eaith with their 
nelts. When we fhall inhabit this charming 
abode, adds he, we fhall And. new wonders 
14 admire. V> e fliail be fur prized, that no 

" wind brings thole violent rains, that break 
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a c«va m:rar.: c.: ili:c ; nor.: i.Uj ah’s. 
I ev’s rreranre tvmpha deiihc ptd. 

X * J 1 

J i c ir W ver.iin: a a n.lctra co^oi'.w, 
K-_:c:tcr.:a grex airbus cue?; : 

Nec vc ptrtinu? ci,c~mge.riU urfus cvi e, 
Xacue intunefei: ?::a vipsris no mu-. 
Piar'.cce felices mirabimur : ut neouc l.ir«is 


2 C]'J*. ius loo 


res srva radac imUji.v.’s ; 


P.r.euia r.oc urantor iem r.a g!c.;’:>, 

Crrurr.qae Rege iemperan:£ ccrl ;o:r. - 

Nulla Rccsr.t pe.ori concagio : r.ullius afri 
Gre^em aftuofa torrec i.r-potemia. 

Jupiter ilia pis leers vit liuora genii. 

thr. E:-o.L 
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tc the rich, foil j and that exceflive heats never 
“ bum up the grain in the ear. The King 
“ of heaven is watchful over this favourite 


A.R. 675* 
Ant. C. 77' 


u land to preferve its mild and temperate 
u flate. Hie difeafes, that fuddenly fweep off 
“ whole flocks and herds, are unknown here: 


“ the cattle are fafe from the malignant influ- 
cc cnees di fluted elfewhere by burning ftais. 
“ Jupiter has feparated thefe countries to be 
“ the afylum of virtue.” 

In this manner Horace fpeaks, inviting the 
Romans to retire to thefe happy regions, to a- 
void the horrors of civil wars. But what was 


only the play of fancy in the Poet, Sertorius 
had ferious thoughts of putting in execution. 
They painted thefe iflands (which by the con¬ 
tent of almoft all Geographers are no other 
than the Canaries, a country really agreeable 
and delicious, but much embellifhed by the 
fictions of the ancient travellers and Poets) as 
an inchanting abode. As he was naturally 
mild, an enemy to injuftice and violence, and 
not loured by his misfortunes, but difgufted 
with mankind, he conceived the defign of 20- 

' O t- 

ing to tilde rich countries, to pafs his life in 
happinefs and innocence, far from the din of 
war, and the horrors of tyranny. He propofed 
this to his followers. Such morality did not 
fuit Pirates. They quitted him, and went to 
Mauritania, where having found two parties at 
war with each other, they offered their ter- 
vices to one of them. 


Seitorius, who was afraid of being abandon- Hi con 
ed by his remaining friends and troops, did 
the fame, and attached himtelf to the other 


party, which he eafily rendered viftorious. Be¬ 
ing become mailer of the country by the taking 

of 
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of * Tingis, he did not deceive thofe, who had 
repofed confidence in him, and having reftored 
all that belonged to them, cities, territory, 
riches, he accepted only a juft recompence, by 
the means of which he was enabled to fubfift 
the fmall body of troops, that were his foie re- 
four ce, for fome time. 

But this was only a tranfient aid, that did 
not extricate Sertorius out of difficulty j and 
he was in great pain about the event of his 
affairs, when he very opportunely received 
an embaffy from the Lufitanians, which came 
to defire him to put himfelf at their head. 
That People (till defended their liberty againft 
the Romans; and finding themfelves very much 
preffed at that time, in effect of the great re¬ 
putation Sertorius had acquired in Spain, du¬ 
ring the fhort time he had appeared there, they 
had recourfe to him, as to the only General that 
could fave them. 

They were not miftaken. Sertorius was 
really a great man, incapable of fuffering him¬ 
felf either to be enervated by pleafures, or 
fwayed by fear; alike intrepid in dangers, and 
moderate in good fortune. None of the Gene¬ 
rals of his time furpaffed him for boldnefs in 
a&ions in the open field, nor equalled him for 
all that relates to ftratagem, ability for affuming 
fuperiority by the advantage of pofts, and ex¬ 
pedition in paffing the defiles of mountains. In 
this laft refpect he was another Hannibal: and 
the Spaniards, amongft whom the glory of the 
Carthaginian General was not yet forgot, gave 
his name to Sertorius, who conceived it with 
reafon much for his honour. He alfo knew 
perfectly how to give the proper bent of mind 

8 to 
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to his foldiers, liberally rewarding actions of A -^ 7 . : . 

bravery, and punifhing faults only with regret, m ‘ ' 1 ‘' 

and as {lightly as pofiible. 

The qualities of the body anfwered thole 
of the mind in Sertorius. He had naturally 
abundance of ftrength and agility, which he 
took care to keep up by a fimple and frugal 
life. He never gave into excefies of wine, 
even in his mod vacant hours; and on the 
contrary, was accuftomed to fupport the greateft 
fatigues, long marches, and continual watching, 
with the moft fimple nourilhment, and that in 
fmall quantity. If he had fome moments of 
leifure, he tiled to divert himfelf in hunting, 
which was not without its ufe to him in war ; 
becaufe he thereby acquired a perfeft know¬ 
ledge of the advantage of places. 

Such was the General, whom the Lufitanians j^ a c .f 

n their cmer- bis 
did prodigies, :n 
two thou land 'P a ' tn * 

fix hundred men, whom he called Romans, 
and feven hundred Africans of different nations. 

The l ufitanians fupplied him with four thou- 
fand light-armed foot, and feven hundred 
horfe. With this fmall body of forces Sertorius 
made war againft four Roman Generals, who 
had under them an hundred and twenty thou- 
fand foot, and fix thoufand horfe, two thou fand 


had the good fortune to find i 
gency, and under whom they 
Sertorius fet out from Africa with 


bowmen and (lingers, and an infinite number 
of cities; whilft he, at his arrival, had fcarcc 
twenty that acknowledged him. However he 
beat them on every occafion, and either in his 
own perfon, or by his Quaeftor Hirtuleius, who 
was a very brave man, gained fuch great ad- 
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2’ dsgicufly, and fubjected the greatefl: part of 
Spain to his command. 

Mcteilus Hus is tlie moft illuftrious of the 
captains, who were at firft op; oi'ed againfl: 
Sertorius. But he was flow, as we have faid ; 
befides which having always commanded heavy- 
armed troops, fuch as 1 ought in line of battle, 

. he cid not know what conduct to obferve in 
re 1 peel to an enemy that avoided a general 
action, but returned in every kind of form; 
who came on to attack him when he expedted 
nochina fo l:tde, and then retreated with ex- 
pecition ; and whofe loldiers, accuftomed to 
live on lhtle, to bear hunger and cold, and 
to climb mountains, left the troops, who adted 
againfl them, no repofe, nor any room for 
advantage. From thence it happened, that 
Metellus without fighting fullered all that at¬ 
tends defeat, and Sertorius in flying had all the 
advantages cf thofc who purfuc their enemies. 
He prevented them from getting water, and 
harraflcd them in foraging. If they advanced, 
they found Sertorius in their way •, if they 
halted anv where, he came on to attack them. 
If they befieged a city, they were befiegcd 
themselw-s by famine: fo that they were en¬ 
tirely difgufted and difeouraged ; and Sertorius 
having challenged Metellus to a Angle combat, 
the loldiers of the latter prefled him with re¬ 
doubled cries to accept the defiance, and to 
fight General againfl General, Roman againfl: 
Roman; and on his refufal, they turned him 
into ridicule. But Metellus had no regard to 
their infuits •, knowing that a General (houid 
die as became a General, and not as an ad¬ 
venturer. 


He 
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Me was however for retrieving his reputa- A * R * 6 ?s« 
tion by befieging the city of the * Lacobri- 
cenfes. This had been an important conqueft, takes a 
becaufe Sertorius received great aid from it :M e ' 
and at the fame time it feemed eafy, becaufe 
there was but one well in the city : the other 
waters ufed by the inhabitants, were in the 
fuburbs, and fell immediately into the hands of 
the befiegers. Mctellus in confequence ex¬ 
pedited this would be an affair of two days ; 
and he made the foldiers carry with them pro¬ 
vifions only for five days. 

But Sertorius well knew how to break his which 
meafures. He ordered two thoufand Ikins Sertorius 
(borachios) to be filled with water, promifing obliges hm 
a confiderable reward to the carrier of each /0 ra ' e ' 
flcin : the foldiers were all competitors for this 
office. He chofe the moft robufl and aftive 
of-thofe, who offered themfelves, Moors and 
Spaniards, and fent them through the defiles 
of the mountains, with orders, when they 
ihould have delivered their fkins to the be- 
fieged, to turn out all the ufelefs mouths, in 
order that the provifion of water might fuffice 
for thofe, that were capable of bearing arms. 

When Metellus was informed that this fupply 
had been introduced into the place, he was in 
great pain : for he began to be in want of 
provifions himfelf. In confequence he fent a 
General officer with fix thoufand men, to col* 
left and bring to the camp all the provifions 
he fhould find in the adjacent parts. Sertorius, 
always- upon the watch, laid an ambufcade 
upon the way that officer was to return with 

* This City nx)as in the country nwv called Old Caftile, cn 
the A forth of the Dotoro. 
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his 
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a.r. 675. his troops: he attacked them himfelf in front, 
AnuQ ' /r and in that manner furrounding them in front 

and rear, he killed them abundance of People, 
took the convoy, and forced the commander 
to fiy, after having loft his arms and horfe. 
Metelius had no other choice to make, than 


This laft viftory opened Gaul to Sertorius. 
He made it fubmit to his laws j and puftied 


la.:. 


Kz\ in 
benor. 


to raife the fiege fhamefully, and to call in L. 
Maniiius to his aid, who commanded in Gallia 
~ Lr Narbonnenfis. The latter fucceeded ftill worfe. 

+ I mm 4 

He was beat out of the field with the three 
lemons he had brought with him : and was re- 
T duced to fave himfelf almoft alone in * Ilerda. 

* _\ ow L&- 
riia. 

Epith 

Fomn. on quite to the Alps, in the paffes of which 

H*Vsil-h e P 0 ^ guards, either to ftop the troops, 

that might be fent from Italy againft him, or 
perhaps to carry the war thither, if fortune 
continued favourable to him. 

It is eafy to judge what admiration fuch fuc* 
cefies drew upon Sertorius from the Spaniards. 

, He united with this all the ability of a refined 
c T.. rw _ and artful politician, to gain an afcendant over 
them, and to make himfelf abfolutely matter 
of their hearts. And firft, knowing how much 
the marvellous ftrikes, efpccially with Barba¬ 
rians, he endeavoured to make himfelf pafs for 
an extraordinary perfon, and one who corref- 
ponded with the gods ^ an artifice which inte- 
reft and utility cannot juftify, becaufe fincerity 
condemns it. Accordingly we pretend to give 
it only as a proof of Sertorins’s addrefs, and 
r.ot as an example to be followed. 
luJcf Every body has heard of Sertorius’s hind. 

It was milk white; and as it had been given him 
very foon after it had been dropt; he tam¬ 
ed it fo well, that it knew his voice, and came 

to 
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to him when he called it, followed him every 
where, and was accuflomed not to be frighten¬ 
ed by noifes and tumult of a camp. He had 
no other view at firfl in carefling this animal, 
than to amufe himfelf. But when he faw it fo 
docile, he conceived* that it might be of great 
utility to him. He gave out that it was a pre- 
fent from Diana, and that his Hind often re¬ 
vealed to him the moft fecret things. And to 
confirm this opinion, he took the following me¬ 
thod. Jf he had received fecret advice of any 
incurfion of the enemy, or of fome enterprize 
they were forming againft a city, fubjedt to 
him, he pretended, that the Hind had advifed 
him in his deep to keep his troops in readinefs 
to march on that fide. Or if he had been in¬ 
formed, that fome one of his Lieutenants had 
gained a vidlory, he concealed the courier, and 
made the Hind appear with a crown on its 
head, as a fign of good news: and he exhorted 
the Spaniards to rejoice and facrifice to the gods* 
afiliring them, that they would foon receive ad¬ 
vice of fome great Succefs. By this ftratagem, 
he made thofe people fo much devoted to his 
orders, that they gave ear to him, as if the 
gods themfelves had fpokje by his mouth. 

This was only a comedy, which however 
procured Sertorius the moftferious advantages, p^nesand 
But farther, he had the addrefs to attach thefe 
Barbarians more to him by arming them after Spaniards. 
the Roman manner, by making them fenfible of 
the advantage of an exaft difeipline, accuftom- 
ing them to keep the order of battle, and to 
wait the fignal and commands of their officers: 
fothat retrenching from their valour itsfiercenefs 
and brutality,of a great body of robbers,he form¬ 
ed an army. Befides which he iupplied them 

T 2 with 
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6 - means ec l u ipp* in g themfelves magni- 
** lC; ' ficently : he made their helmets, bucklers, and 


cuiraffes flitter with filver and gold 


he gave 


UatJ 


Hi 

care eft 


id: aim 
r the ctil- 


«- ♦ 


G r : n t>JC 

principal 

ft 771 llcJs 

* H-jefea 
in Arra- 

gcr. 


them tunicks and furtouts of the richeft fluffs. 
All this charmed thefe nations, who had never 
known any kind of life, but that almoft of fa- 
vages, and the groffeft accoutrements.- 

But nothing contributed more to gaining him 
the hearts, efpecially of the principal perfons of 
the nation, than the care he took of the educa¬ 
tion of their children. For he drew together 
all thofe of the greatefl birth in * Ofca, a very 
confiderable city in thofe days *, and gave them 
mailers to inftru£t them in the Arts of the 
Greeks and Romans. They were in reality hof- 
tages, but he (hewed no other defign, than to 
make them capable, when they (hould be of age, 
cf holding employments, and of (haring in the 
government. The fathers in confcquente were 
charmed to fee on one fide their children with 
robes bordered with purple, going modeftly and 
in good order to the public fchools, and on the 
other Sertcrius, who paid their mailers, fre¬ 
quently infpedting into their progrefs in perfon, 
giving rewards to fuch as had deferved, and 
making them wear the golden ornament (Bulla) 
hanging at their breads, as was commonly 
done by the children of condition amon&ft the 

✓ O 

Romans. 


Ircreadlc He was rewarded for fo wife a conduft by an 

* * ' J 4 m 

ay;Lmcr. t i ncre iib!e attachment of the Spaniards for his 

C J t " £ ^ 

pfrf 011 ? which rofe almoft to adoration. It was 
tl bin. a cuftom with thofe nations, as well as with the 

Gauls and Germans, for every Lord to have a 
great number of clients or vaflals, who devoted 
their lives and deaths to hisfervice, and took an 
oath not to furvive him, and to incur any dan- 



Junius, Almilius, Confals. 277 

ger in his defence. Ocher chiefs had a finalise* 75 ' 
numbeF of men, that adhered to them under ” ‘ * 77 ’ 
the fame conditions. But as to Sertorius, his 
adherents of this kind were computed by thou- 
fand9. And on occafion, wherein he had been 
defeated, it is faid, that the Spaniards folely in¬ 
tent upon preferving him, took him upon their 
fhoulders, to raife him in that manner to the 


top of the walls of the city, near which they 
were; and neglefted their own fecurity, till 
they had feen him fafe. 

It is extreamly remarkable in this place, that *?e re - 
Sertorius, fo tenderly beloved by the Spaniards ,^ 
retained however to the Romans all the fup Q- cfSote- 
riority that belonged to them, and all the rights reignty to 
of the fovereign power. He had formed a Se - ihe 
nate compofed of the proferibed Senators, who App! * an> 
had retired to him, and of the principal per- piut. 
fons of his other partifans to the number of three 
hundred. He pretended, that this was the 
real Roman Senate ; terming that which was 
at Rome an aflembly of Sylla’s Oaves. It was 
out of this Senate, that he chofe Quaeftors, 
Lieutenant Generals, and other Commanders; 


imitating as much as poffible the government of 

the commonwealth. In confequence no Spa¬ 
niard had any command in his armies ^ and his 
defign was not to ftrengthen the Barbarians 
againft Rome, but to make ufe of their forces 
forre-eftablifhing the Roman Liberty. For he 
loved his country, and paffionately defired to 
return'to it. He frequently took meafures for # A j ovi 
obtaining permiffion to do fo. But that was/or his 
not, whilft he was in misfortunes. He then county 
refutned his virtue in all its force, and afted with 
haughtinefs in refpeft to the enemy. After¬ 
wards, when he had gained fome advantage, he 

T 3 offered 
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5 -offered co lay down his arms, provided 'he 
’ ' 7 ' mighc be fufrered to live as a private perfon at 
home ; declaring that he chofe rather to be the 
moll obfeure citizen of Rome, than to command 


the Univerfe in banifhment from his country. 
g. f Such noble fentiments were fupported in him 
j-Jb-j' by another no lefs eftimable : 1 mean tender* 
mtthsr. nefs for his mother. She had become a widow 


very early, and had trained him up in his in¬ 
fancy with great care. Sertorius was full of gra¬ 
titude and afftdion for her •, and it was the 


defire of feeing.her, that chiefly infpired him 
with fo ardent a paflion for returning to Rome: 
and when he received the news of her death, he 


was fo afflicted with it, that he pafied feven 
days without appearing, or giving any orders, 
till on the reprelentations of his friends, that his 
affairs fuffered extremely in the effeft, he was 
perfwaded to refume his ufual fun&ions. Who 
can refrain from lamenting, that fo noble, fa 
excellent a man, and one fo little formed to be 
the enemy of his country, fhould have been 
forced by the enmity of thofe who perfecuted 
him, to have recourfe to civil war, as the only 

means for preferving his prrfon and life. 

F . 1 With fuch great qualities, and an heart fo 

t r'p:rr.a s 01 7 

trop.force truly Roman, it is no wonder that Sertorius 

i'rr.r Ua- was admired and beloved by the Romans, who 
•/*'' were in Spain, as much as by the Spaniards. 
Thofe who came from Sardinia with Perperna, 
are a great proof of this. Perperna, who was 
of a Confuiar family, and very rich, defpifed 
Sertorius, wbofe birth was obfeure : and at the 


fame time he was jealous of his glory, to which 
he was confcious he could not attain, and with 
reafon apprehended, he fhould be eclipfed by 
him, if he joined him. He was therefore fov 

forming 
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forming a diftinft party, and actually continued a. R ^ 6 n. 
feparate from Sertorius, till advice came, that nt * * 7 '* 
Pompey was fent into Spain. His troops then 
declared to him, that if he did not lead them 
to Sertorius, they would join that General with¬ 
out him. In confequence he came by force 
with fifty three cohorts, which, if they were 
compleat, amounted to above five and twenty 
thoufand men. But his bad difpofition alone 
did more hurt to the common caufe, than the 


ftrong reinforcement he brought with him did 

Before Pompey’s arrival, Plutarch relates two 
other circumftances, which are highly proper 
to Ihew his ability, and genius for refources. 

The Barbarians, flulhed by their fucceffes, $ a em . 
were for coming to a battle in the open field, C al t but 
and could not bear the prefent delays of their mtinuUve 
General, who was for waiting favourable occa,- A*'* he 
fions. He was at firft for perfuading them by 
mild difcourfe and proper reprefentations. But impetuofuy 
feeing, that thefe had no effect, and that they of the Bar- 
were but exafperated, and demanded to fight Brians. 
with great cries, he determined to let them 
receive a leffon from the enemy, that might 
render them more wife and docile. The thing 
happened as he had forefeen. The Spaniards 
were worfted in the engagement ; and they, 
would have been entirely cut to pieces, if 
Sertorius had not contrived a retreat for them, 
which he conduced fo well, that he brought 
them back fafe into his camp, 

Difcouragement, as ufually happens, was 
upon the point of fucceeding their preemp¬ 
tion and confidence. Sertorius, to obviate 
that inconvenience, and to give them a juft 
fenfe of the reafons of the conduft h? conceiv- 
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ed beft, thought proper to catch their eyes 
with a fight, that has fomething comical in it, 
but was well imagined to inftruft Barbarians. 
He affembled them, and caufed two horfes to 
be placed in the midft, the one lean and old, 
and the other fat and full of vigour, and which 
had in particular a tail abounding with fine 
and long hairs. By the lean horfe flood a 
ftrong robuft man *, near the other in good 
plight, a little puny fellow. Upon a fignal 
given, thefe two men began to go to work 
in the following manner. The ftrong one 
grafped the tail of his horfe, and plucked it 
with all his force : the weak man pulled out 
the hairs of his horfe’s tail, one after another. 
It was evident that the firft only fatigued him- 
felf in vain, and difpofed the aflembly to laugh. 
He was foon forced to give out ^ and the fe- 
cond had finifhed his work in a very fhort 
time. Sertorius then broke filence : “ You 
<c fee, faid he, my dear Allies, how much 
cc perfeverance is more efficacious than force ; 
cc and in what manner thofe great bodies, 
cc which it is not poffible to overcome by 
“ (ingle attacks, give way to thofe, who have 
“ the addrefs to take them part by part. Per- 
“ feverance effects every thing : time deflroys 
<c the greatefi: powers, and fliews itfelf the 
ct good and faithful ally of thofe, who wait 
cc with prudence the occafion for adling; 
“ whereas it is the mortal enemy of fuch, 
“ as precipitate things without reafon and at 
cc wrong conjunftures.” 

The other circumflance, which we have to 
relate of Sertorius, is no lefs ingenious. It is 
. a ftratagem, which he conceived for fubduing 
the Characitani, a people fituated on the north 

ot 
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oF the Tagus, and, as is believed, near the^* R * 6 75- 
little river Henarcs. That People inhabited nt ‘ ' 77 ‘ 
neither cities nor towns. They occupied an 
eminence of considerable extent, and very high, 
which had a great number of caves and hol¬ 
lows fronting the north. The country, which 
lies at the bottom of the hill, is only a kind of 
clayey crumbling dirt, and eafily turns to duft; 
fo that it affords no folid footing, and upon 
being trampled a little, it rifes and fpreads like 
lime or allies. Thefe People, confidering them- 
fel.ves in confequence as not to be attacked, made 
incurfions with impunity into the neighbouring 
countries, and then carried back the booty into 
their caverns, from whence they inful ted their 
enemies. Sertorius being now at leifure, be- 
eaufe Metellus was removed, he refolved to 
reduce thefe robbers •, and in order to that, 
took the following method. 

He obferved, that the earth of itfelf formed 
a thin duff, which the wind drove towards the 
Barbarians. For the north wind, which pre^ 
vails much in this diftrift, blows there even 
during the fummer, as it was then : and the 
Characitani received it greedily, to refreih them 
and their cattle. Sertorius therefore ordered 
his foldiers to take as much of this crumbling 
earth as they could, and to raife a great mount 
of it exaftly facing the hill. The Barbarians, 
who believed, that their defign was to ereft a 
terras in order to attack them, at firft laughed 
at the work. But the next morning their tone 
was much changed, when they faw, that the 
little wind which rofe with the fun, drove with 
it a great quantity of duft. It was (till much 
vorfe, when the wind becoming more violent, 
formed very thick clouds of duft, which the 

troops 
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troops of Sertorius cook care to increafe, both 
by ftirring the earth, and paffing to and fro 
on horfeback upon the heap they had thrown 
up. The caves of the Barbarians were foon fo 
full of this dull, that they were blinded and 
choaked with it, refpiring only an air extreme¬ 
ly abounding with earthly particles. For their 
caves had no other openings, than thofe that 
afpecied the north. They however Hood their 
ground two days, but on the third were obliged 
to furrender, and thereby did not fo much aug¬ 
ment the forces as the glory of Sertorius, whole 
addrels triumphed, where arms could not pof* 
fibly have prevailed. 

That General was in confequence at the 
higheft point of glory, and in his greateft 
profperity, when Pompey was fent againft 
him. The latter had at fird the paffes of the 
Alps to clear, which were (hut up by the 
troops of Sertorius, and he even made himfelf 
a different and more commodious rout acrofs 
thofe mountains than that ol Hannibal. He 
continued his march through Gallia Narbon- 
nenfis, and retook all the pods in it, occupied 
by the enemy. At length having palled the 
Pyrenees, he filled all Spain with great expec¬ 
tations. As his name was very famous for 
many victories, to which his youth gave dill 
more ludre, people were prejudiced in his fa¬ 
vour : it was believed, that a revolution was 
upon the point or taking place ; and the fidelity 
o t thofe, that adhered to Sertorius, began to 
waver. But Pompey was no fooner come to 
blows with that artful Captain, than the fuc- 
ceis not anfwering the public opinion, Ser¬ 
torius re-edabliflied himfelf, and acquired new 
reputation, both in Spain and at Rome itfelf. 

The 
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The event I am fpeaking of paffed near the A * R * 6 7s- 
city of * Laurona, which Sertorius was then ' re l 77 ' 

befieging. Pompey approached it with defign cclues a 
to fuccour the place, and to raife the fiege . check h- 
Having obferved a hill, which might give 
the befiegers a great advantage, he defigned to ‘laurona . 
feize it: but Sertorius prevented him, and oc¬ 
cupied the poft. Pompey remained behind, 
and was not forry for the adventure, imagining, 
that he had fhiit up the enemy between the city 
and his army. He even boafted it, and bade 
the Lauronites indulge the fatisfaftion of feeing 
from their walls the befiegers befieged. Ser- 

P o 

torius having been apprized of this, only 
laughed, and faid, that he would teach Sylla’j 
fcholar , fo he called Pompey , that a General 
ought to look more behind than before him . And 
accordingly he had left in the camp, from 
whence he fet out to feize the eminence, fix 
thoufand good troops, that kept Pompey in 
awe, and would not admit him to attack Ser¬ 
torius, without expoling himfelf to the danger 
of having the enemy at the fame time in his 
front and rear. The young General perceived 
too late, that he had been too hafty in his 
boaft, and found himfelf highly embarrafled, 
not daring to give the enemy battle, and being 
alhamed to abandon thofe he came to aid. 

The bad fuccefs of a forage he had under- Front!* 
taken, compleatly difconcerted him. For his 
foragers having fallen into an ambufeade, that 
Sertorius had judicioufly laid for them, the lofs 
was very great, becaufe a legion, that came to 
the aid of thofe foragers, was itfelf furtounded. 


* This city is believed not to have been far from Valencia . 

and 
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The befieged feeing in confequence, that 
they had nothing to hope, furrendered at dis¬ 
cretion : and Sertorius fparing the lives of the 
inhabitants, however caufed their city to be 
burnt, not out of cruelty (no General was ever 
more remote from that) but to cover both 
Pompey, and thofe who fo much admired 
him, with lhame *, and that it might be faid 
throughout Spain, that a city he had pretended 
to fuccour, had been burnt before his eyes, and 
fo near him, that he might almoft have warmed 
himfelf by the fire that confumed the walls. 

At the taking of Laurona, Sertorius did an 
aftion of juftice, that ought to do him ho¬ 
nour. For having been informed, that a fol- 
dier had abufed a woman, who was his prifoner, 
in a brutal manner, who to revenge herfelf had 
even tore out his eyes, he not only ordered the 
criminal to be executed ; but knowing, that 
the whole company praftifed the like excefles, 
he caufed them all to be put to death, though 
they were Romans. 


Thus ended this campaign. Both armies 
went into winter-quarters. Pompey and Me- 
tellus paffed theirs in the Pyrenees under tents, 
in the midft of a great number of enemies, 

O # 

that harraffed them. Sertorius, accompanied 
by Perperna, retired into Lufitania. 



Cm. Octavius. 

C. Scrieonius Curio. 
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With the fpring the operations of the war 
were renewed : and it appears, as far as is to 

be 
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be judged from the monuments of the hiftory a.r. 
of thofe times comedown to us, that the two Ant,C * ?6 * 
armies did not unite all their forces, but di¬ 
vided them, fo that Hirtulejus, that brave 
Queftor of Sertorius, of whom I have fpoke 
above, remained in f Boetica to oppofe Me-.j. An( j a ] u- 
tellus, and Sertorius marched towards the coun- fia. 
try now called the kingdom of Valencia. 

Hirtulejus was a man of great courage, but Metellus 
was not equal to his General in ability. Me- S 02 ' ns a % 
tellus took his advantages with judgment, and 

gained a battle over him, for which he was Hirtulejus. 
indebted entirely to the wifdom of his con- Orof. V. 
du£L For the armies having met near the city * 3 * . 
called * Italica, and Hirtulejus having made his 
foldiers quit their intrenchments at fun-rife to 
offer the enemy battle, Metellus let him fuftain 
the heat of the day, which was exceffive, till 
noon. He then came out of his camp with 
his troops, who having refrefhed themfelves 
with eating, and being well repofed, had from 
thence alone a great fuperiority over foldiers, 
whom hunger, wearinefs, and heat had ex¬ 
tremely fatigued. Befides which, knowing that 
the enemy’s bed troops were in the centre, he 
made his wings advance confiderably, whilft 
his main body continued behind : by this 
means the two wings of Hirtulejus’s army, be¬ 
ing eafily defeated, he attacked the centre on 
three fides at once. There the battle was very 
hot, and the Generals fpared themfelves fo lit¬ 
tle that Metellus received a dart in his armour, 
and Hirtulejus one in the arm. But at lad the 
latter was obliged to fly, leaving twenty thou- 
fand of his men on the fpot. And fome time 

* Sevilla veja up in the GuaJafyuiver, not fur from Seville, 

after. 


2 



286 


Octavius, Scribonius, Confuls.’ 


An, R 'r 6 ^; a ft £r > undoubtedly with defign to retrieve his 

honour on another occafion, he was killed with 


Frontin. 
1 i. 7. 


Plot. 


C x• ;►/ 
t r^lVu: 




/ r 


¥ ++ 


i P: 






his brother. 

This was a great lofs for Sertorius: and, it is 
faid, that he killed the Barbarian, who brought 
him the news of it with his own hand; be- 
caufe being upon the point of giving battle, 
he was afraid that the report might be fpread 
at that critical time, and difcourage his foldiers. 
Befides which he was admirable at finding re- 

O 

lcurces in his misfortunes : and always main¬ 
taining himfelf invincible, when he command¬ 
ed in perfon, he knew how to remedy the ef¬ 
fects of the defeats of his Lieutenants with fo 

much ability, that he frequently aquired more 
glory from them than the viftors themfelves. 

He well demonftrated near * Sucrona, that 
the defeat of H rtulejus had rot abated his 
courage. Pompev having defeated Herennius 
and Perperr.a near Valentia, marched in queft of 
Sertorius. Both of them were defirous of 
coming to a battle, before Metellus, who was 
marching from Boetica, fhould arrive ; the one 
to have fewer enemies upon his hands, and the 
other not to fhare the glory of the fuccefs he 
hoped with a Collegue. The aftion began but 
in the evening : For Sertorius was for waiting 
till towards the end of the day, becaufe, as 
the enemy were not well acquainted with the 
country, the night could not but be equally 
to their disadvantage, whether they fhould be 
reduced to hy, or it fhould be neceffary to 
pur fee. 

In this battle Sertorius, who had pofted him¬ 
felf on his right v.ing, was not at firft oppofed 

* st cr, r*.ttj»;r *•?*.< which ww at the mouth cf 

the Xucst. 
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to Pompey, but to Afranius * and he had ate A * R* 
ready the advantage, when he received advice, nt ‘ ' 7& ' 
that iiis left made but a bad defence againft 
the efforts of Pompey. He flew thither, and 
having found a part of his troops flying, and 
the other making but a weak reliftance, he re¬ 
animated them all, and foon gave a new face 
to things. Flight and terror had now changed 
hides; and Pompey’s perfon itfelf was in the 
greateft danger. For though on horfeback he 
was attacked by one on foot, but of a great 
ftature, and the blows they gave each other 
were fo rude, that Pompey cut off his enemy’s 

arm, and was wounded himfelf. The firft dan¬ 
ger did not difengage him, and a troop of Li¬ 
byans having fallen upon him, he was upon 
the point of being either killed or taken. But 
he quitted his horfe to them, which was rich¬ 
ly caparifoned j and whilft the Barbarians were 
contending for the fpoils of the horfe, Pom¬ 
pey efcaped. 

Victory feemed here to be attached to the 
perfon of Sertorius. As foon as he had been 
obliged to abandon his nght, it gave way ; and 
Afranius having entirely defeated it, pufhed 
on to the enemies camp, which his foldiersbe¬ 
gan to plunder. At that inftant Sertorius ar¬ 
rived victorious, and killed a great number of 
the plunderers, who retired in diforder. 

Thus ended the battle of Sucrona with al- 
moft equal advantage on both Tides, as one 
wing of each army was victorious, and one 
defeated. But Sertorius evidently had all the 
honour of the day, as he had defeated the 
enemy, wherever he aCtqd in perfon. 

He prepared for a new engagement the next Saving of 
day \ but was apprifcd, that Metellus had join- 


ed 


and Porn- 

to>- 
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li^c 67 ^ e< ^ That junction made him change 

‘ 7 his opinion. Ho ttas afraid, that ht fliould 
not be able to oppofe the two armies united, 
and retired faying, with that air of fuperitirtty 
and infult he always retained in refpeft to 
Pompey : If that old man bad not happened tb 
tom, I would haw font that boy back to Rome 
welt coiTeffed as he deferves . He difmiffed 
his troops, not without taking the precaution 
to affirm them a rendezvous for their rtafrem- 

w 

bling. For that was his method ; and the 
Barbarians were fo well aceuftomed to it, that 
fometimes-Sertorius was in the mountains al- 
moft alone *, and foon after his army reuniting 
-on a fudden in one body, like a torrent formed 
by the melting of the fnows, he faw hirftfelf 
at t!:e head ot an hundred and fifty thoufand 
men. 


Srrrcnu! 

hi mi l it 
* 

and •. 
again. 


But he was at this time under great concern. 
In the tumult of the laft battle, and the plun¬ 
dering of the camp, his Hind was loft. This 
was wanting an aid of great import to him in 
governing the Barbarians. Happily fome of 
his people met her in a wood, and knowing her 
by her colour, they brought her back to their 
General. He promifed them a great reward, if 
they kept the thing fecret; and having caufed 
her to be hid for fome days, one morning he 
put on a gay air, and told the chiefs of the 
Spaniards who were with him, that he had 
had a dream in the night, that foretold hifn 
from the gods fome happy event. He after¬ 
wards, according to cuftom, gave audience to 
tbofe, who had bufinefs with him. The Hind 
was on a fudden let go, and feeing Sertorius, 
foe came Ikipping to him, and laying her head 
tipon her knees, licked his right-hand, which 

he 
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he held out to her. Sertorius 
his fide, and even Ihedding 
Barbarians were at firft much furprifed 5 then 
with a thoufand cries of joy and applaufe, they 
attended him home, as a divine perfon beloved 
by the gods. 

In the meantime Metellus and Pompey hav- Goodun- 
ing joined, refolved to march in quefl: of the der M nd ~ 
enemy, to attack him with all their forces. 

Thole two Generals afted in perfeft concert, u/ius and 
which merits the imitation of all in the fame Pomfy. 
cafe. When Metellus arrived, Pompey was for 
lowering his fafces before him, to fignify, that 
he. confidered him as his fuperior, and not as 
his equal. Metellus oppofed it; and afluming 
nothing either from his years or the honours,' 
through which he had palled, he always treated 
Pompey as his Collegue* except when they in- 
camped together, and then Meteilus only gave 
the word. Pompey on his fide paid a volun¬ 
tary compliance to his opinipns. And when 
they came in view of Sertorius, whom they 
were for forcing to a battle, and who carefully 
avoided it, one day Metellus remarking incredi¬ 
ble ardour in the Spaniards, who according to 
the cuftom of Barbarians, more vehement than 
civilized Nations, becaufe more prompted by 
the imprefliqns of Ample nature, lhewed their 
eagernefs for coming to blows by (baking their 
lances, raifing their arms,, and other the like 
geftures; Metellus made Pompey obferve them, 
and reprefented to him, that this was not a pro¬ 
per time for attackingthe enemy. . Pompey a- 
greed in opinion ; and with their common con* 

Pent they retired into their camp. 
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Sertorius was at length reduced to come to a 
general action, which he had long avoided. 
He had contented himfelf with lending out 

o 

parties, that cut off provifions, took convoys, 
and reduced the two Generals to extreme dif¬ 
ficulties. They therefore refolved to extend 
themfeives with all their troops in a country, 
where they might commodioufiy have pro¬ 
vifions and forage : and Sertorius, who was 
for preventing them, had no other means, but 
coming; to a battle. The armies met near * 
Segoncia, and fought with great fury. The 
action continued from noon till after fun fet. 


Sertorius had agarn the advantage over Pom- 
pey, who in this engagement loft Memmius, 
his Queftor, and the braveft officer in his 
army. But Perperna, who commanded the 
left wing, not being able to refill: Metellus, 
and being almoft entirely defeated, Sertorius 
was obliged to quit Pompey, in order to affift 
his forces. On his arrival he made a great 
(laughter of the enemy, and penetrated quite to 
Metellus, who on this occafion fought with all 
the vigour, that could have beenexpeded from 
a young man. He was even wounded: but 
that very circumftance gave him the vi&ory. 
For his foldiers feeing their General bleeding 
whom they honoured and loved, were fo ani¬ 
mated by their grief and rage, that it was im- 
piffibie for the Spaniards to fuftain their ef¬ 
forts ; and Sertorius failed of the vidory, when 
he believed it almoft inevitable. 


9 srt:riis In'confequence he had recourfe to his ufual 
dijhijfa pradice, and having ordered his Barbarians to 
hn troots, (ji/b an c3, he (hut himfelf up with a fmall num- 

nuko re- x 


affemble 
foon after . 


* Siguenca, near tbefource of the Henares. 
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ber of brave troops in a ftrong city capable of R v W- 

, . . & r 7 , r Ant, C, ;6. 

making a long defence, to amule the enemy 
round him, and in the mean time to give the 
Spaniards time to fly at their eale, and after¬ 
wards to reaflemble. The thing was executed 
according to his plan ; and when he was ad- 
vifed, that a fufficient body of an army was 
formed for taking the field, he fallied ; and 
having eafily opened himfelf a way through the 
enemy, he put himfelf at the head of the troops, 
who expefted him ; leaving Metellus to make 
vain trophies of the victory he arrogated to 
himfelf. 


For that General, who affefted to defpife Immode - 
Sertorius, and treated him in his difcourfe as the rate j°y °f 
fugitive of Sylla , and as one efcaped Carbons Jhip- m 
wreck , was however fo proud of having de- Uded^k- 
feated him, that he caufed himfelf to be pro- 
claimed Imperator by his foldiers, and on ihzt Sertonus ' 
account fuffered divine honours to be paid him 
by the cities, through which he pafied, and t b e fcap 
which received him with erecting altars and given him, 
offering him facrifices. Superb entries were 
made for him every where, with an aftonifhing 
concourfe of people of all ages and fexes, who 
filled the ftreets even to the tops of the houfes. 

And when it was perceived, that he was pleafed 
with this pomp, and that it was making court 
to him with fuccefs, they vied with each other 
in giving him magnificent feafts. They a- 
dorned the halls where he was to be received 


like the temples of the gods, and perfumed 
waters were diffufed, and incence burnt in 
them : pn the other fide, theatres were erected 
for reprefenting Comedies, which, as every 
body knows, made a part in the celebration of 
feafts with the fuperftitious Ancients. Choirs of 

U 2 young 
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young men and maids fung hymns to his praife. 

'' ’ And he had not the delicacy of Auguftus, who 
according to (a) Horace could not bear pnzifes, 
if they were not feafoneu with a fine and in¬ 
genious turn of thought. The [b) Poets of 
Corduba, whofe verfes favoured of the foil, and 
had no fpirit, however engaged the attention of 
Mccellus. Statues of Victory were alfo made 
to defcend by machines, which in the mid ft of 
artificial thunder and lightning fee crowns up¬ 
on his head. To ail thefe honours were added 
folemn entertainments, in which he appeared 
dreft in an embroidered robe, and with all the 
pomp of a Triumpher. Care was taken, that 
in thefe feafts profufion fhould be difplayed in 
conjunftion with elegance ; and not only all 
Spain was made to fupply whatever was moft 
exquifite for covering the table *, but perfons 
were fent beyond fea and into Mauritania for 
game till then unknown. 

Salluft, from whom we have moft of this ac¬ 
count, obferves that(c) Metellus hurt himfelf 
much by authorizing thefe excefles, and that 
he loft by them great part of his reputation, 
efpecially with thofe, who retained the ancient 
probity and tafte, and who conceived, that this 
luxury and extravagant honours had fomething 
in them of fuperb, odious and unworthy of the 
gravity of the Roman Empire. Pompey well 

[a] Cui male fi paipere, recalcitratundique tutus. 

Hor< Sat. If. I. 

(£) £:iam Corduba nails tam partem glorias demferat, 
Poeri', pingue quiddam fo- maxume apudvetetes& fanc- 
nantibus atque peregrinutn, tosvirosjfuperbaillajgravia, 
tamen aures fuas dedebat. indigna P,omano imperio 
Geer, pro Jr:b. jt. 26. aftumantes. Sallujl. apud 

(i c ' Q^ibas rebus aliquan- Macrcb* Sc.tur. II. 9. 
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and averfe to voluptuoufnefs, he had ftill in- 
creafed the feverity of his manner of living in 
fo difficult a war; and the contraft of fo young 
a man’s prudence was a ftronger condemnation 
of the tafte, which Metellus at an advanced 
age expreffed for pleafures and pomp. 

Perhaps this drunkennefs of joy is mor e ex-Metellus 
cufable in Metellus, than his inhumanity in/*n*/n'« 
fetting a price upon the head of Sertorius, by "Aj/ 
promifing an hundred talents and twenty thou- Scnorius. 
land acres of land to any Roman, who fhould 
kill him, and liberty to return to Rome, if he 
were an exile : bafe (a) proceeding, that ar¬ 
gued the defpair of conquering one by force, 
whofe blood he was for purchafing at the price 
of money. It is to be believed, that this pro¬ 
clamation did Sertorius great hurt •, that it 
tempted the fidelity of many, who had hitherto 
adhered to him ; and that it occafioned the 
change, which hiftory obferves in his manners, 
and the cruelties with which it reproached him. 

We Ihall fpeak of them more at large in the 

fequel. 


■fuftained the glory of the Commonwealth by-A. 676 
the dianity of his manners. Naturally fober , Ant ' c ' 1&: 


L. Octavius. 

C. Aurelius Cotta. 

Sertorius was however not the lefs fuccefsful 
in the war. We do not find, that he fought 
any more general battles. Probably he avoid¬ 
ed them with more caution then ever, perceiv¬ 
ing how much more advantageous furprizes and 

(a) U; amyrwrH TVS fpcw^S ap-ins wipin', n> u,\x hz 
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^ R c 6 ftratagem were to him. We have no partial- 
°* iar account ot the operations of this campaign, 
except in refpect to the fuccour of the city of 
* Pallantia, which Pompey had reduced to ex¬ 
tremities. He had a ! ready undermined the 
wails, which were fuftained only upon props, 
when Sertorius arrived. Pompey did not judge 
it proper to wait his coming up *, but having 
caufed the props to be fct on fire, he retired 
with fafety to Metelius. Sertorius gave orders 
for rebuilding the walls of Pallantia *, and from 
thence falling fuddenlyon a body of the enemy, 
encamped near j Calagaris, he killed them 
PIu.% three thoufand men. But his greateft exploit 

was undoubtedly his having fatigued both ar¬ 
mies of the enemy by marches and counter¬ 
marches ; having kept them perpetually in per¬ 
plexity by frequent ambufcades, cut off their 
provifions by land, prevented them by his 
cruizers from having any brought to them by 
fea, and by all thefe meafures reduced both the 
one and the other to abandon all the part of 
Spain fubject to him : fo that Metelius retired 



ft- into a Province of Hifpania Ulterior, which is 
not named, and Pompey into Gallia Narbo- 
nenfis. 


^* 1S k me y ear Mithridates gave Sertorius 
ujJcsan an occafion of diftinguifhing his magnanimity. 

to That Prince, who meditated renewing the war 
" tV/ 7 P J Wit ' n the Romans for the third time, fought 
’[ s fupports and allies on all Tides for fuflaining the 
weight of fjch an undertaking. He had then 
two fugitive Romans at his court, L. Fannius 
and L. Magius, old companions and friends of 


Pdencia in tie Kingdom of Leon . 
f Cahhorta in Old La file, on the fight fide of the Ehro. 

Fimbria. 
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Fimbria. Their hatred for Sylla ferved them^.R^j. 
as a recommendation to Mithridates, and they AppiaV. 5 ' 
fupported themielves in his favour by flattery. inMithrid- 
As they had formerly adhered to the party, of p,ut - in 
which Sertoiius protefted the remains, and the i5Crt0r * 
glory of that General had reached the extremi¬ 
ties of the Eaft, they infpired Mithridates with 
thoughts of making an alliance with him. The 
King of Fontus was (buck with that idea, and 
the flatterers did not fail to exaggerate the ad¬ 
vantages of it to him. They compared him to 

Pyrrhus, and Sertorius to Hannibal; and they 
advanced with confidence, that Rome, attack¬ 
ed in the Eaft; and Weft, would never be in a 
condition to make head on both Tides, nor to 
refill the greateft of Kings fupported by the 
grcateft of Generals. Mithridatesin confequence 
fent embaffadors to Sertorius with orders to 
offer him money and fhips, and to demand for 
the King the Ceffion of Afia, which hehad been 
obliged to abandon by the Treaty with Sylla. 

Sertorius gave thofe Ambaffadors audience Haughty 
at the head of his Senate ; and when they were anfaer of 
withdrawn, he brought the affair into delibera- 
tion. Every one was for accepting the King’s 
offers, that feemed extremely advantageous to 
them, as he afked only a fliadow, an empty 
title, in a word nothing, which they could con- 
fider as dependant on them ; and in exchange 
granted them the aids of which they flood molt 
in need. And indeed Spain fuppl.ied Sertorius 
with as many men as he could dcfire. But it 
is eafy to conceive, that he muft have wanted 
money; and his naval force was too weak, tho* 
he had retained to the laft an important poll 
upon the fea. This was Dianium, a colony of 

U 4 Maflyiians, 
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A ' R * 6 7 7 . Maffylians, now called Denia, in the Kingdom 
7 '' of \ alentia. 

Sertorius who knew this double neceffity, as 
well as his Council, however did not think 
like them in refpect to the propofais of Mith- 
ridates. He faid, that he did not pretend to 
oppofe his feizing Bithynia and Cappadocia, 
countries always governed by Kings, and to 
which the Romans had no ancient pretenfions : 
But that as to Alia Minor, of which they were 
legitimately poffeffed, when that Prince had 
endeavoured to take it from them, from which 
he had been driven out by Fimbria, and which 
he had renounced by a folemn Treaty, he would 
never confent, that it fhould fall again under 
the power of Mithiidates. “ (a) For, added 
“ he, I ought to make my power fubfervient 
u to the greatnefs of the Commonwealth, and 
ct not to aggrandize myfelf by its Ioffes and 
cc reduction. A man of courage undoubtedly 
cc defires to conquer with glory •, but he ought 
“ to think, that life itfelf were too dearly pur- 
“ chafed at the price of bad and infamous mea- 
“ fures.” 

S^rtrizc cf Such was the anfwer carried back to Mithri- 
Mitbri- dates by his Ambaffadors, which furprized him 
dorr., '^ftrangely. What orders then , cried he out, 

<Z a * bed " *' rj)0U ^ Sertorius fend me, did he prefidc in the 

' Senate at Rome \ as banifhed , preferred, and 

driven cut of the coajis of the Atalantic Sea , he 
fets bounds to my Kingdom , and threatens me with 
war, if I make any attempts upon Afia . 
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The treaty was concluded upon the condi 
tions prefcribed by Sertorius. It imoorted 
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that Mithridates fhould have Bithynia and Cap¬ 
padocia ; that Sertorius fhould fend him a Ge¬ 
neral and fome troops, and that he fhould re¬ 
ceive from the King three thouiand talents and 
forty (hips. Sertorius adually made one of his 
Senators, called M. Marius, fet out for Afia; 


and, which is Angular, and extremely argues the 
preheminence of the Roman Name, that Pro- 
conful of Sertorius’s creating, had all the ho¬ 
nours of that office in the army of Mithridates. 
If any city of Afia had been taken, he entered 
it in pomp, preceded by his rods and axes, and 
followed by the King of Pontus, who conde- 
fcended to take the fecond place. He granted 
liberty to fome of thofe cities; to others im¬ 
munities and exemptions, all in the name of 
Sertorius, without permitting Mithridates to 
perform any ad of Sovereignty in a Roman 
Province. 


This is the laft remarkable circumftance in 


the life of Sertorius. Though he lived about 
two years longer, always fuftaining war againfl 
powerful enemies, his hiftory fupplies nothing, 
that anfwers the glory of his former years. 

Pompey being reduced by him to take up his M-n ting 
winter-quarters in Gallia Narbonenfis, wrote l-etur */ 

from thence a letter to the Senate in very high p . om ^ i0 

. . ... i t the otnate, 

and menacing terms; complaining, that they >X( ,^y^ 
fuffered him to want every thing, and that du- him mu* . 
ring the three years he had made war in Spain, 
he had fcarce received the money that was 
neceffary for the expence of one. He reproach¬ 
ed them bitterly with fervices fo ill rewarded, 

and 
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ana concluded with this declaration, (a) Ihav e 
net crjy exhaufied my elate, but my credit . I 
b :i r Jc no refeurfe left but in you. If you fail me , 
take notice I tell yen in fpite of me , vy army , 
and upon our heels, that of Sertorius , will enter 
Italy. 

When this letter arrived at Rome, Lucullus 
was Conful ; and as he ardently defired to be 
charged with the war again a MithruUtes, he 
was afraid that Pompey Ought a pretext for 
quitting that of Spain, in order to come to 
Rome to difp-te with him the other far more 
glorious, and at the fame time more ea^y, em¬ 
ployment. The Conful therefore fpared no 
pains for giving a rival fatisfaction, whom he 
was for keeping at a diftance ; and caufed all 
the money he demanded to be lent him. This 
fupply put Pompey into a condition to return 
into Spain, and to carry on the war with advan¬ 
tage. But no particulars of it are come down 


to us. 


Perterva 


In the mean time Sertorius grew weak both 


azhali a- by treafons, and the rigoi 
genrfi cVr- ; n g anc ] punifhing them. The fpirit of fedi 


Dfibticns tlon had crept in amongft the principal Ro- 
aid Trca- mans that adhered to him, asfoon as the affairs 

( of the party began loprofper. Whilft thedan- 
* Mtto £er was urgent* fear had kept them fubmiffive 

j-j c ^ * o l. ' I* 

Akpi2*n. t0 the only one, who could deliver them from 

Civ /. 1 . it: but when that fear was over-blown, jealoufy 

?ot:n took place. Perperna in particular, who was 

the mod iiiuftrious amongft them, and who in 


nor. 
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virtue of his nobility pretended to the com¬ 
mand, inflamed divifions by his factious dif- 
courfe : What evil genius , faid he, has made us 
quit one unhappy ftate to precipi:ate ourfelves into 
a worfe ? We were unwilling , whiljl in our own 
country , to obey Sylla , whom the whole univerfe 
obeyed , and we came hither to live in liberty. And 
now we voluntarily make ourfelves Jlaves , and 
confent to be the followers of an obfcure exile , with¬ 
out rank or name. He calls us the Senate , a 
vain title , that cxpofes us to'ridicule\ and in 
reality we are not treated with lefs haughtinefs , 
nor lefs imperioujly , than the Barbarians. 

Difcourfe of this kind had its effedt; and 
Sertorius, who perceived that the affeftion of 
the Romans was alienated from him, repofed 
his whole confidence in the Spaniards, and 
formed his guard of them: new matter of com¬ 
plaint to the Romans, and which difgufted 
many even of thofe, who had continued faith¬ 
ful hitherto. They could not fuffer, that Bar¬ 
barians fliould be preferred to them, and the 
diftruft of Sertorius feemed the greater injury to 
them, as it was undeferved, and they had placed 
their entire confidence in him. Their refent- 
ment was (till more increafed by the pride of 
the Spaniards, who feeing themfelves preferred, 
treated them with contempt, and openly taxed 
them with infidelity. In confequence the army 
of Sertorius was full of murmurs, divifion and 
difguft, either againft the General, or of nation 
to nation ; and he would have feen himfelt a- 
bandoned, but for the necefiity they all knew 
they had of him. Many however deferted; 
and confpiracies were formed againft the life of 
Sertorius, which drew rigours from him, per¬ 
haps neceffary, but always infinitely odious in 

refpeft 
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refpect to ancient friends, who having been 
profcribcd with him, had always fhared in his 
good or bad fortune. 


rf His fecret enemies vbofe number 
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niihments augmented, by their practices carried 
in re s'-* ^ evil, whicn was alreauy very great, to the 

tc Tct ;r::~ , 7 .'jo 1 

jrn be iaft excefs. They ruined affairs defigi.edly, 
bcJ a nd in particular laboured to excite t*-e hatred 

of the Spaniards againic Sertorius. by ufing 
them harfhly, and loading them V» UP. CtiXCS^ as 
if by his order. From thence arofe revolts and 

, and thofe 
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commotions amongft thole nations, 
who were lent to remedy difordcrs, did not re¬ 
turn till they had widened the breach, and 
multiplied the rebels. It is needlefs to obferve, 
that by the help of thefe diffentions the enemy 
made confiderable progrefs. In confequence 
S:rtorius, exafperated by bad fuccefs, and re¬ 
duced to extremities by revolts, forgot his for¬ 
mer lenity to fuch a degree, as to let the weight 
of his wrath fall upon the children of the Spa¬ 
niards, that he caui'ed to be educated at Ofca, 
part of whom he killed, and fold the reft. 

Piste.r.b's Plutarch has obferved, that in confequence of 
rrexen the cruelties Sertorius gave into in the latter 

times, fome believed that his mildnefs and 
lenity had never been real, and that the mode¬ 
rate conduct, he had at firft obferved, was 
only difguife and art, the dictate of reftettion 
and the ncceffiry of affairs. As to himfelfhe 
thought o:! erv/ife. (a)“ I believe, faid he, that 


that 



/ \ • V 1 ' \ >. 

\6j Pit'. O’ OLfilrj PU7 

y *1 .cvrx /-ye; c iz 

H ' 

Q. ~17 r cV<r 77%?, TIC iXfr.CTJ; 

r ola KclZ q: cps;* 
r C C'Sciic 

>- 3 > t • 

czuOzc*-, xxc 

* * > . > * 

a;V *7 3 y 


* ' /3 . V 7(\ 

CZ%ILY.V CVUtAzT&oZ?*** TO 

» * » 17 
«v . ^ / ? r. ^ 

0 Kj C^SJr, 

- \ ^ t 

r,j/j 7r,c 7t>#55 atrro> £7riASi7Tfc- 

r>;?| VI70 TO,V 

cccxlfxirxtj yv.:p.i>zv 
' >\ 7 

Cf3r 7c^‘ 


<c 


pure 




30i 


End of the War with Sertorius. 

“ pure virtue, founded upon {olid principles, 
<c will fupport itfelf againft fortune, and never 
“ depart from its nature. But it is not im- 
<c poffible, but mild difpofxtions, if put to un- 
“ happy trials, and perfected with difgraces 
ct they have not deferved,may change chara&er, 
4C when fortune changes in refpect to them. 
cc And this is what I think happened to Ser- 
“ torius. In the decline of his affairs, irri- 
“ tated by his misfortunes, he became wicked 
with men who were themfelves wicked and 


“ unjuft.” 

Thus fpeaks that wife Hiftorian, who by a 

very equitable judgment, without diminifhing 
the blame in the leaft, which the laft aftions of 
Sertorius deferved, fuftains the whole glory of 
his paft conduft. And indeed it is knowing 
mankind very ill, to imagine them incapable 
of departing from themfelves; and if there be 
any thing to object to in Plutarch’s reflection, 
it is perhaps his aferibing too much to human 
virtue, when he makes it fuperior to the at¬ 
tacks of fortune. 

If we may believe Appian, Sertorius alfo 
gave into other exceifes, and women and wine 
were exceptions to his virtue. But Plutareh 
exprefsly fays the contrary ; as we fhall fee im¬ 
mediately, and his authority feems to me un¬ 
doubtedly preferable. 

Perperna, whom the Daemon of ambition, Coufp'tracy' 
and that of envy animated againft Sertorius, at of /-Vr- 
length fucceeded informing a confpiracy, by f £r ! :a a . 
which he gained his point. All the confpira- 
tors were Romans. Hiftory mentions feveral of pr -. l} 
them, of which the principal were, Aufidius, 
Grcecinus, Antonius,aFabius and aManlius. The 

indiferetion of the laft, who rafhly opened him- 

felf 
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felf to a young man, had like to have fruftrated 
the defign. But Perperna, who was apprized 
of it, haflened the execution of his projeft. 
That he might have an occafion to invite Ser¬ 
torius to fup at his houfe, he planted a courier, 
who brought him news of a victory gained by 
one of his Lieutenants. Sertorius full of joy 
offered a facrifice of thankfgiving to the gods ; 
at the end of which Perperna defired him to 
come and conclude the feaft with himfelf and 
fome of his friends there prefent, (who were 
all in the confpiracy) and he preffed him fo 
earneftly, that it was not in his power to with- 
ftand his inftances. 

The entertainments, at which Sertorius was 
prefent, always paffed with gravity and decency. 
He would admit nothing in them to the offence 
of modefty, and accuftomed his guefts to be 
chearful with reafon, and without departing 
from the bounds of a juftreferve. But in this 
laft entertainment, when the company were 
fluffed with wine, the confpirators feeking an 
occafion to quarrel, began to hold the mod 
diffolute difcourfes ; and feigning to be drunk, 
proceeded to every kind of licentioufnefs, with 
defign to make Sertorius angry. As for him, 
whether in effeft of his natural difpofition a - 
verfe to debauch, or that he fufpeded fome- 
thing of their intention from their want of re- 
fpeft of his perfon, he contented himfelf with 
changing his pofture upon his bed, and with 
lying upon his back, as having no ffare in 
what paffed. Perperna then took a cup full of 
wine, which he let fall in drinking. This was 
the fignal agreed upon. Antonius immediately, 
who was upon the fame bed with Sertorius, 
gave him a wound with a fword. Sertorius 

would 
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would have raifed himfclf up ; but Antonius 
fell upon him, and feized his hands ; when all 
the other confpirators running thither dabbed 
him in many places, without its being in his 
power to make any refiftance. 

Thusperilhed Sertorius, one of thegreateft 
Captains of the ancient world, and who having 
had upon his hands two of the moft illuftrious 
Generals Rome had at that time, Metellus Pius 
and Pompey the Great, had fupported himfelf 
a great while with equality, and even frequent¬ 
ly with advantage ; and if he was reduced to 
give way at laft, it was only in effeft of being 
abandoned and betrayed by his own people. 

He was in the eighth year of his Command. 

If then he was killed in the Confulihipof Varro A#R , 9ry> 
Lucullus and C. Caffius, as it is probable, he 
muft have been called in by the Lufitanians in 
the fecond confullhip of Sylla. The war was 
not entirely terminated by his death 5 but du¬ 
ring two years, which it fubfifted afterwards, it 
was only one continued feries of difgraces to 
the party he had defended •, fo ftrange a differ¬ 
ence does the pcrfon of a Angle man fometimes 
make in great affairs. 

Perperna, as foon as he had compleated his Perp^^a 
crime, was for reaping the fruit of it by taking 
poffeffion of the command. But he found it 
not a little difficult to get himfelf acknowledge Appiam 
ed. The cruel affaffination of Sertorius hadPiuc. 
put an end to all hatred conceived againft him, 
and made companion fucceed it. The caufes 
of complaint, which people believed they had 
againft him, were thought of no more; and 
only his virtues were remembred. The Spa¬ 
niards in particular, who had fo many obliga¬ 
tions to that great man, and by whom he had 

made 
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made himfelf paffionately beloved, regretted 
him extremely, and looked upon his murtherer 
only with horror. Many ftates revolted that 
inftant, and ran to fubmit either to Pompey or 
Metellus. In the mean time Perperna managed 
fo well between promifes, money, menaces, and 
even punilhments aptly employed againft the 
moft ohftinate, that he prevented the army 
from disbanding : and as he was inconteiiably 
the moft diftinguilhed of the remaining Ro¬ 
mans, and had always enjoyed the honour of 
the fecond rank during the life of Sertorius, no 
body difputed the firft with him, and he had 
the fatisfaftion at laft of feeing himfelf the chief 
of the party. 

But if he retained the greateft part of Serto- 
rius’s forces, he was far from having the fame 
talent for governing them, and he foon Ihew- 


ed, that he was not more capable of command¬ 
ing than of obeying. It was only fport to 
Pompey to reduce him. He laid a fnare for 
him, in which Perperna having ftupidly given, 
was endrely defeated, his army difperfed, his 
principal officers killed on the fpot, and him¬ 
felf taken prifoner. 

ovbo caufes Cruelty is a vice, that is ufuady joined with 
bimiobe cowardice. Perperna, in the defperate ftate to 
billed which he was reduced, inftead of fuffering an 

, inevitable death with bravery, made a vain at- 
arA bums tempt to fave, or atleaft to prolong, his life. 
all Serto - He caufed Pompey to be told, that being be- 
nus spa - come ma fter of Sertorius’s papers, he had found 

*' n ' among them proof of fecret intelligences held 

with him by fome of the principal Senators of 
Rome, and even perfons of Confular dignity, 
He allured him, that he had the original let¬ 
ters in his hands, by which they invited Ser¬ 
torius 
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fcorius to come to Italy. Pompey on this occa- 
fion afted, not as a young man, but as one of 
profound fenfe and mature judgment. For 
judging, that thofe letters might contain the 
feeds of new troubles and difcord, which might 
prevent the Commonwealth from enjoying the 
tranquillity, of which it flood fo much in need, 
he caufed them all to be brought to him with 
the reft of Sertorius’s papers, and burnt them, 
without reading them himfelf, or fuffering any 
other perfon to do fo. And for fear that Per- 
perna fhould divulge what he knew, and men¬ 
tion names, he caufed him to be killed fud- 
denly, without confenting to fee him. Pom¬ 
pey was therefore the Avenger of Sertorius; 
and punifhment foon fucceedea his crime. For 
Perperna could not have enjoyed the command 
above a year. The other murthererS of Ser- 
corius had no better a fate. Several of them 
were taken by Pompey’s foldiers, and killed 
by his order. Some fled to Libya, where the 
Moors fhot them to death with arrows. But 
one efcaped: but it was only to drag a mifer- 
able life in fome wretched village of Spain, 
hated by all that knew him, and reduced to 
beggary. 

After Perperna’s defeat and death, the reft Peace of 
of the party had no refource, but in the vie- s f a:n re ‘ 
tor's clemency. The towns of Spain fubmitted in J iated ' 
with eagernefs: o:dy two ventured to refift, 

* Uxama upon the Douro, and Calaguris up- * ofma. 
on the Iberus. Pompey took and demolifh- 
ed the firft. Calaguris, befieged by Afranius, Val.Max, 
fuffered the greateft horrors of famine ; and VII. 6. 
the inhabitants proceeded to the abominable 
cxcefs of killing and eating their wives and 
children, and of faking their flefh to make it 
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keep the longer. At length their obftinacy 
was overcome, and the city was taken and 
burnt in the Confulfhip of Aufidius Oreftes 
and Lentulus Sura. Thus ended the war of 
Sertorius, after having fubfifted ten years \ and 
with it expired the lad remains of Marius’s 
faction. Sylla’s party continued lole matters of 
the Commonwealth, without any adverfary’s 
difputing the pofieffion of it with them. How¬ 
ever the conquered faction, though in appear¬ 
ance extirpated for ever, was loon after revived 
by Ciefar, whole firft fteps where au'horifed by 
the favour, which the name of Marius had 
kept up amc.ngft the people, and who at length 
iucceeded not only in fjbverting the whole plan 
of the government ehablifhed by Sylla, but 
in annihilating even the liberty of Rome. 

The war of Sertorius is, as we fee, mixed, 
cUTri-^ half civil, half foreign. But the viftors, in 

order to have a pretext for triumphing, deno- 

Fior. ill! minated it a war with the States of Spain, drop- 
2.2. ping the name of Sertorius, who had however 

conftituted its whole force, and from whom 
Flin. VII. themi’elves derived their principal glory. Pom- 

pey erected an illuftrious monument of his ex¬ 
ploits in the Pyrenees. Thefe were trophies 
with an inscription importing, that from the 
Alps to the extremities of Hifpania Ulterior he 
had 1 objected eight hundred and feventy-fix 
cities, lie undoubtedly reckoned villages and 
cafrles in the number. It is faid, that to this 
day the remains of thefe trophies are to be feen 
in the vaiiies of Anoo>ra and Altarsaca. Many 
aifo cuufidcr the city of Pampeluna as one of 
Pompey’s monuments, and affirm him to be 
the founder of it. But that admits difficul¬ 
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Metellus and he triumphed on their return 
to Rome. But there was a circumftance in it 
entirely Angular with refpeft to Pompey; 
which is, that he triumphed for the fecond 
time whilft only a Roman Knight. 
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ing them. Command of the fees given to the 
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J N compiling the hiftory of preceding times Multitude 
I complained of the fcarcity of fafts; but an f com ' 
in this place the multiplicity of them perplexes 
me. The difpofition of fo vaft a fubjeft, as' J 
the Roman Hi. ! ory now becomes, is one of the 
greateft difficulties I experience in writing it. 

The war of Spartacus agrees in point of time 
with the end of that of Sertorius. The war 
with the Pirates had been continued throughout 
a long feries of years, both before and after the 
events I have Juft related. The third war of 
Mithridates begins two or three years before the 

death of Sertorius. At the fame time the Ro- 

■ « 

mans made war in Thrace and Macedonia. Add 
the fa ft'-, which relates to the internal affairs 
of the commonwealth, and pafs in Rome; 
befides particular circumftances, that concern 
illuftrious perfonages, in refpeft to whom every 
thffig is material. We fee hear no doubt a 
multiplicity of matter, in which it is very hard 
to avoid confufion. 


The beft choice I can make is in my opi- Order in 
nion, to follow, as I have already done, the 
plan laid down for me by Mr. Rolling my ma- 
Iter and model ; and by his example, not to 
confine myfelf fo rigoroufiy to chronological 
order, as to negleft, at the fame time, the con¬ 
nexion of fafts. I (hall therefore feparate as 
much as poffible the great fubjefts: and as the 


war with Mithridates is the mofc important of 
all thofe J. have juft mentioned. That I intend 
to treat by itfelf. That of the Pirates, of which 
the order I have laid down to rnyfelf, has not 


permitted me hitherto to fpeak, is of an older 
date. I fhall therefore give it the firft place, 
at leaft in refpeft to every thing that preceded 

X 3 the 
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the command of the fea given toPompey. I 
am going to begin with the war of Spartacus, 
which is a kind of detached part*, and I (hall 
give an article a place after it, in which 1 (hall 
treat of lefs confiderable wars, and a great num¬ 
ber of detached facts. 


WAR of SPARTACUS. 


A. R. 679. 
C. 73. 


Or jin of 
the -.car 'f 
$ pert a; us. 
Char a Sir 
of that 
General, 

and h is 
jrft con • 
dition. 

Piut. in 
CraiT. 

Appian. 
Car.). 1 . 
Flor.III. 

20. 

Orof. V. 
* 4 - 


M. Terentius Varro Lucullus. 

C. Cassius Varus. 

We have feen Sicily twice redu r ed to ex¬ 
tremities by the revolt of (lives. Italy in its 
turn experienced the fame misfortune, and had 
entire caufe to perceive, how great an evil the 
multiplicity of (laves is to a ft ate. 

One Lentulus, in the city of Capua, caufed 
a great number of gladiators to be taught their 
art, mod of them either Gauls 0^ Thracians 
by birth, who had bem reduced to that fad 
date, not by any crimes, but folely by the in- 
juftice of him who had bought them. Of 
that number two hundred entered into a plot to 
make their efcape. But their defign having 
been difeovered, only twenty-eight were capa¬ 
ble of putting it in execution, and fled with no 
other arms than kitchen-knives and fpits, which 
they found at hand. Nothing, in appearance, 
could be more contemptible, nor lefs likely to 
make the Capital of the Univerfe tremble. 
But befides that in a Government, where great 
numbers are difeontented with their condition, 
the lead commotions are to be feared, thofe fu¬ 
gitive (laves had a man at their head, who 
was alone worth an army *, a man of ability 
and valour, intrepid in dangers, equally know¬ 
ing 
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ing how to employ ftratagem and force, capable a. r. 679. 
of refources in adverfity, and of a wife mode- Ant,c * 
ration in profperity; in a word, a man, to 
whom fortune feemed to have done the greateft 
injuftice, by uniting in his perfon the condition 
of a (lave with the talents of an Heroe. 

Spartacus, every body fees it is of him I 
fpeak, was born in Thrace, and had ferved 
amongft the auxiliary troops of the Romans. 

Having been taken prifoner, on what occafion 
we have no account, he was fold for a Have, 
and deftined by his matters to be made a gla¬ 
diator : But his fpirit was too great to be re¬ 
conciled to fo infamous a profellion ; and it was 
he, that perfwaded the companions of his for¬ 
tune rather to hazard their lives in the defence 
of their liberty, than for the cruel pleafure of 
fpeftators. He however was not the only leader 
of the band. Crixus and Oenomaus were aflo- 
ciated with him in the command : which divi- 
fion of authority was not one of the leaft diffi¬ 
culties, that Spartacus experienced in the courfe 
of his enterprize. 

As foon as he had quitted Capua, they met Firftfac* 
a carriage laden with the arms of gladiators for ce JF es °f 
another city. They flopped and feized them; P artacuu 
and thofe arms, though little fit for war, were 
ftill better than their fpits and knives. But the 
people of Capua coming out to attack them 
in a ftrong place, to which they had retired, 
Spartacus defeated them, and killed a great 
number of them •, and having taken their 
fpoils, he faw himfelf thereby in a condition 
to give his little troop arms truly military. 

They were much rejoiced to renounce weapons, 
which they confidered as difgraceful; and from 
gladiators they now became foldiers. 

X 4 
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9 * This firft fuccefs augmented their number, 
"'but not fumciently yet to embolden them to 
keep the field : and Claudius Pulcher, who 
was lent from Room againft them, found them 
polled upon mount Vefuvius. He incamped 
at the fuot ot that mountain, occupying the 
cnly practicable way, that led to the fummit; 
and luppoied, that he had effectually Ihut up 
the rebels, becaule all the reft was only fteep 
rocks and precipices. Bat no ways are im¬ 
practicable to valour animated by defpair. The 
ilaves made themlelves very ftrong and high 
ladders of the wild vine branches, that they 
found upon the fpot in abundance, and by 
their help defcended all of them along the 
rock, except one, who at firft remained above, 
to take care of the arms, and having thrown 
them down to his comrades, when they were 
in the plain, defcended alfo in his turn, and 
re-joined them. Spartacus did not content 
himfejf with efcaping from the enemy: he 
attacked the Romans when they leaft expected 
him, defeated them, took their camp, and in 
that manner gained a fecond victory. 

.f It was at this time that the (laves of all the 
/ neighbouring countries came in to range them- 
felves around their deliverer. Their number 
foon increafed to ten thoufand: and as Spar¬ 
tacus had not arms for fo great a multitude, 
he was forced to call in the aid of induftry. 
They made fhields of bafket-work, which 
they covered with Heins of beads newly killed ; 
and all the iron they could get, they forged 
into iwords and other often five weapons. They 
alfo leiztd iome ftuds, in order to have ca¬ 
valry. 


With 
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With thefe forces thev committed terrible a. R- 679- 

j Ant« C y 

ravages throughout all Campania, (a) Horace£ x ‘ ce j : es 
regretted the excellent wines, of which tholl t into which 
flaves by plundering then deprived the luxury fl atves 
and delicacy of the Roman tables. But that ^"^ l ”K 
had been a fmall matter, if they had contented spartum. 
themfelves fo. In the towns and even impor¬ 
tant cities, as Cora, Muceria, Nola, which 
they took and plundered, they inflifted a thou- 
fand cruelties and outrages upon fuch, as had 
the misfortune to fall into their hands. Spar- 
tacus did his utmoft to oppofe thefe exceffes j 
and employed both remonftrances and requefts. 

But every thing was in vain to fuch abjeft fouls, 
whofe infolence was blown up by fuccefs and 
viftory, and who greedily indulged the inhu¬ 
man pleafure of revenging themfelves by all 
poflible indignities and inflictions upon thofe 
they had formerly feared. 

Rome at length perceived, that this was a p t jr ar ; m 
war of a ferious nature, and the Praetor, P. nius the 
Varinius, was made to fet out with an army. Pr*tor, 
But he no fooner arrived than one of his *f e **f^ 
Lieutenants, called Furius, who commanded a P UURLUi ' 
detachment of two thoufand men, was defeated 
by Spartacus. Some time after, Cofiinius, 
whom Plutarch terms the Counfellor and Col- 
legue of Varinius, luffered himfelf to be fur- 
prized in Lucania. The enemy were very near 
taking him in the bath: his troops were de¬ 
feated, his camp forced, and himfelf killed 
upon the ipot. 

There was however an occafion, wherein p ront j n 
Spartacus was fhut up in a defile by the Praetor. St r at. IL 

5 » 22, 


(<?) Spartacum fi qua potuit vagantem 

Fallere tella. Hor. OJ . III. 14. 

But 
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An^c 679 * But extricatec ^ himfclf by ftratagem out of 
‘ 73 that difficulty. To amufe and deceive the 
Romans, he caufed ports to be erefted before 
the gate of his camp, which fupported dead 
bodies, clothed and completely armed, in or¬ 
der that they might be taken at a diftance for 
advanced guards and fentinels. Tne enemy 
were thereby allured, that his army continued 
in its camp, while he was making it file off in 
the rear by favour of the night. Having 
efcaped this danger, he refumed all his fupe- 
riority, beat Varinius on feveral occafions, and 
even at laft took his fafces, which from thence¬ 


forth he caufed to be born before himfelf. 


Modera¬ 
tion and 


* 

in prcfo- 
nty. 

Plat. 


In this height of profperhy, Spartacus 
thought like a wife and moderate man. He 

“t'a'-ta'L ^ avv ’ C ^ 3C lt was impofiible for him to triumph 

over the Roman power, and that he mu ft necef- 
farily fink under it fooner or later. He there¬ 
fore refolved to march his army towards the 
Alps, in order, that after having parted thofe 
mountains, the Gauls and Thracians, which 
were the two principal nations, that compofed 
his army, might retire to their refpe&ive homes, 
there to enjoy in perfect fafety a liberty it had 
coft them fo much to acquire. But fo wife a 
counfel was rejected. Thole flaves, hitherto 
always victorious, and who faw themfelves 
forty thoufand in number, full of a frantic con¬ 
fidence, and allured by the hopes of booty, 
thought it better to plunder Italy, without 
much regarding the confequences. 


L. Gellius 
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L. Gellius Poplicola. . „ „ 

A, R. 6?o. 

Cn. Cornelius Lentulus Clodianus, Ant - c « 7 

Rome faw itfelf threatened with a very great f/ je tnm 
and imminent danger, whdft her armies were Coful'$ 
fuccefsful in more remote countries. Pompey and a 
had compleated the redu&ion of Sertorius’s^^ 7 * 
party in Spain : Lucullus gained great viftories^a^ 
over Mithridates in the eaft. And notwith- Spartacus. 
{landing a (late fo powerful abroad, apprehend¬ 
ed becoming the prey of a gladiator. For the 
troops of Spartacus increafed perpetually, and 
already amounted to feventy thoufand men, 
the Romans in their terror made three armies 
take the field, two commanded by the two 
Confuls, and a third under the Praetor Ar- 
rius. And they had the greater reafon to hope 
fuccefswith fuch great forces, as adivifion had 
arofe among the enemy. 

I have laid, that the revoked Haves were Dhifan 
mod of them Gauls or Thracians by nation, between 
This difference of country formed two parties, t f? e re ™ 
which had each their chief. The Gauls ad m Crixus is 
hered to Crixus, their countryman, and the defeated 
Thracians to Spartacus. (The third chief, Oe- and killed. 
nomaus, had been killed in one of the battles 
of the preceding year.) Spartacus £could not 
keep the Gauls within the bounds of their duty. 

Their pride and audacity induced them to 
feparate from him ; and under the command 
of Crixus, ihey threw themfelves into Apulia, 
and laid wade the country. But they had 
foon reafon to repent their imprudence. The 
Conful Gellius and the Prsetor Arrius fell upon 
them near Mount* Garganus, and of thirty * Mount 
thoufand men, of which their body confided, St. Ange- 

killed l0 ' 
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Crixus himfclf lell in 


Vift cries 
gained by 
Sport a.us 
enter the 

three Ro- 


head againfl: Spartacus. 


3 l6 

a. r. 6So. killed twenty thoufand. 

Ae ~‘ C ‘ the aftion, fighting valiantly. 

So great a defter did not difconcert Spar¬ 
tacus. He directed his march through the 
Appennines, (till purfuing his defign of gain¬ 
ing the Alps, and of quitting Italy. The 
man Gene- Conful Lentulus advanced to meet him. But 

that General, of whom Salluft doubts *, whether 
he had Iefs capacity, or more vanity and rafti- 
nefs, was not an adverfary qualified to make 

He was defeated, and 
his army put to the rout. The Victor then 
moved back againfl: the other Conful Gellius, 
who was returning from Apulia to indole him 
between himfclf and his Co’legue. Spartacus 
fpared him half the march ; and though Arrius 
had been joined by the Conful, he defeated 
them both in a pitched battle. 

Spartacus on thisocrafion thought his vidtory 
not fufficient, and was refolved to add infult to 
it. Every body knows, that it was the cuftom 
of the Romans to make Gladiators combat at 
iadiators, the funerals of illuftrious perlons. Spartacus 
ty isneur caufed the fame honour to be paid to the manes 

Crix™ °f ^ ls com P an l° n Crixus: and having chofen 
* three hundred of the braveft ['rifoners he had 
taken in his two victories, he forced them to 
fight round the funeral pile he had erefted ; 
without doubt to fhew the Romans, that if 




Ti- 

j 


c re a ; n * 
Jczers 
forced to 
f.gbt a 


f 

o 


.Appii 


they 


delighted 


in feeing 


human blood fhed, 


tnemfelves might be expofed to the lame treat¬ 
ment. He caufed all the reft of the prifoners, 
and the carriage-horfes unfit for fervice, to be 
killed. He alfo burnt all the ufclefs baggage 
taken from the enemy •, and feeing that his 


* ?;rir.ee.-;sm ilolidior an vanior. Sail. Hf. /. IV. 

fuccefi?s 
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fuccefles had augmented the number of h* s ^ t R c 68 °‘ 
foldiers to an hundred and twenty thoufand >spartacll' 
he had the boldneis to form the defign of marches a* 
marching againft Rome. Z™ n fi 

He was not far from it, as the Confute in Rome ‘ 
conjunftion had marched with what troops 
they could draw together, to poft themfelves 
in his way in * Picenum. That obftacle feems * Marca- 
to have difconcerted the plan of Spartacus. diAncona, 
But he revenged himfelf upon the Proconful, 

C. Caffius, and the Pmor, Cn. Manlius, 
whom he beat, and‘reduced to fly. 

The Senate was extremely diffatisfied with 
all the Generate of this year; and with great 
reafon : For fo many defeats upon the necks 
of each other, could not proceed folely from 
the bravery and good conduft of the enemy. 

Luxury and (loth prevailed in the Roman ar- Luxury 
mies; the difcipline was void of vigour; the a , n fH d 
military rewards were lavifhed, without wait- X- 
ing till they were deferved; and Cato refufed man ar- 
thofe, which the Conful Gellius offered him, mies - > 
under whom he ferved, being unwilling to in 

cept honours that he faid were not his due. 


Cn. Aufidius Orestes. 

P. Cornelius Lentulus Sura. 


A. R. G8r. 
Ant.C. 71* 


ceding year. 
Aufidius. 


The new confute would probably have con- Crajfus 
dufted affairs no better than thofe of thepre-^^?* 

Nothing is known concerning t ° r > ^ 
Lentulus 'Sura is the fame, who 
afterwards confpired with Catilina, and was war*- 
ftrangled on chat account in Cicero’s Conful- gahfl 
fhip. In confequence Craffus was the foie re- 
fource of the Commonwealth, who was then £ ra ^ 

Praetor, and in Sylla’s war had given proofs 

of 
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of his valour and ability. He received orders 
*' ' to march againft Spartacus; and his reputation 
induced many of the principal citizens to ac¬ 
company him in that war. 

Hhfive- He foon (hewed himfelf worthy of the con- 
r: ' r \ He fidence regofed in him. For, having taken 

Tci-rnah^ P° n him the command of the army in Pi- 
eci mas id. cenum, he detached Mummius, at the head of 

two legions, with orders to obferve the mo¬ 
tions of the enemy, but without hazarding a 
battle, or even a fkirmifli. Mummius exe¬ 
cuted that order ill; and believing the occa- 
fion favourable, he engaged the enemy, with 
a fuccefs, that proved the Praetor’s wifdom. 
The Roman foldiers fled in a cowardly man¬ 
ner, and many returned to their camp, without 
their arms, which they had thrown away, to 
fly more commodioufly. Craffus afted then 
as a great Captain, who knows, that difeipline 
is abfolutely neceflary in an army ; and that 
feverity is its great principle. He did not 
content himfelf with reprimanding Mummius 
lharply; but out of the foldiers, who had 
done their duty worft, he chofe five hundred, 
whom he caufed to be decimated. Fifty of 
them were executed ignominioufly in the fight 
of the whole army, upon which that example 
made the greater impreiTion,. as it was in a 
manner new, and nothing of the like nature 
had been pracbfed during a great length of 
time. Refides which, on giving arms to thofe, 
who had loft: them, Craflus obliged them to 
find fureties for thofe arms, as they had kept' 
the firft fo ill. This degrading precaution, 
which at the fame time threatened them with a 

pecuniary punifhtnent, made them more care¬ 
ful 
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endea - 
njours in 


ful to preferve their arms, both out of honour 
and intereft. 

Thefe troops having in effeft learnt to fear He forces 
their general’s feverity more than their enemy’s Spartacus 
fwords, foon retrieved their honour. Craffus t0 rein J 

cut a body of ten thoufand (laves in pieces, of * ^“strait 
whom two thirds were left upon the field of Mejfina. 
battle ; and loon after he gained an advantage 
over Spartacus himfelf, whom he forced to 
gain Lucania, and retire toward the fea. 

Spartacus had his defign in approaching Spartacus 
Rhegio and Sicily. That ifiand had already 
been the theatre of two wars with (laves; and t0 
he did not defpair, if he could only tranfport pafifome 
fome part of his troops thither, to rekindle a part °f Us 
lire not well extinguilhed, and which wanted int0 
only a little aid to break out again with more ' a 
fury than ever. And fortune even feemed at firft 
to favour his hopes. There were in the Strait 
fome (hips of the Pirates, with whom he treated 
for tranfporting two thoufand of his troops to 
Sicily. But the Pirates having received his 
money broke their engagement with him, and 
fteered a different courfe. He had fo great a F]or ^ 
defire to go to Sicily, that he even tried to 20 . ' 
crofs the Straight with floats and rafts. It was 
in vain. The rapidity of the fea, confined 
in this place between two (bores, deftroyed * 
fuch weak machines, and prefently (hewed 
him the impoffibility of fucceeding. In th tjh u f su p 
mean time Craffus had followed him in his Spartacus 
march. Spartacus in confequence found him- 
felf hemmed up in the peninfulaof * Bruttium 5^” y 
a narrow country for fo great an army, in which drawn 
his enemy undertook to confine him. foomfea 

The nature of the place itlelf gave Craffus to f ea - 
that idea. The extremity of Italy on the fide 

of Sicily forms a peninfuia joined only to the 

main- 
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ma ^ n "^ an< ^ by an ifthmus of about twelve leagues 
*' x ' over. Craffus caufed this ifthmus to be (hut up 
with a Ioffe ol fifteen feet in depth, and as 
many in breadth, fortified with a ftrong and 
high wall. And chat work, which muft have 
been very great and difficult, was finifhed in a 
very (hort time. 

SfarfatbT Spartacus had at firfl fhewn little attention 
fcrceuh to the enterprize of the enemy, and had taken 
llstl no pains to difturb their workmen. His 

thoughts were lolely intent on arming his peo¬ 
ple * and as he was near the fea on all Tides, he 
invited merchants to bring to his camp, not 
gold and filver, but iron. Of this he got 
a great quantity, caufed arms to be forged, and 
fupplied all his troops abundantly with them. 
But when he faw the lines compleated, pref- 
fed by famine, and not being able to draw 
provisions either from the country, which he 
occupied and had ate up, or from el few here, 
becaufe it was not in his power to remove and 
extend himlelf, he perceived the greatnefs of 
his danger, and refolved to force the barriers 
oppofed againft him. His firfl: attempts were 
not fuccefsful : he loft abundance of foldiers, 
and was repulfed. To prevent his troops from 
being difeouraged, and to reanimate them by 
defpair, he caufed a prifoner to be crucified at 
the head of his camp •, in order that they 
might fee with their own eyes the punifhment, 
to which they were alfo relerved, if they did 
not place victory on their fide, and fhouid tall 
into the hands of the Prsetor. At length hav¬ 
ing obferved a night, very rough and tempef- 
tuous with wind and fnow, he found means to 
fiii up a part of the foffe with earth and faf- 
cines, and paffed his whole army over it. 

Craffus 
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Craflus, who believed he kept Spartacus 6S1. . 

entirely Ihut up, and expe&ed to conquer him Terror If 
without ftriking a blow, was in fuch a confter- Crajfuu 
nation to fee his prey efcape him, and fo ter¬ 
rified with the calamities, with which -die faw 
Italy again threatened, that in his firft emotions 
of fear, he wrote to the Senate, that it was 
neceffary to recall both Varro Lucullus, who 
was on his return from the war of Thrace, and 


Pompey, who having entirely re-eftablifhed 
the tranquillity of Spain, was on his way home. 

He however did notphce his whole confidence n e g a \ ns 
in the aids he demanded j and having obferved, anadwan- ' 
that the Gaulifh flaves, whom even the mif -tagetbat 
forruneand death of their former commander 7!° l ^ es 
Crixus had not taught to fubmit with docility >s 
to the orders of Spart-acus, had feparated from 
that able General, and formed a body apart, 
he fell upon them *, and having put them into 
diforder, he would have entirely cut them in 
pieces, if Spartacus, who was not far off, had 
not made hade to extricate them out of danger. 

This fuccefs revived Craflus’s courage ; and 
repenting then, that he had exp re (Ted timidity, 
and invited Generals to join him, who would 
deprive him of the glory of terminating this 
war, he made hafte to prevent them. 

The Gauls always incamped feparate from jy*w wr- 
Spartacus, and had even their particular Gene- totyof 
rals, Gannicius and Callus. The Praetor found 
means to deceive Spartacus, and to perfwade -q # ^ 34 , 
him, that the principal part of the Roman forces 
were oppofite to him, whilft they were really 
marching againft the other Commanders. He 
gained a fignal viftory. Thirty five thoufand 

of the enemy, according to the Epitome of 
Livy, remained upon the fpot. Plutarch makes 

Vol. X. Y the 
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A^ b 6 «;.thc number of the dead amount only to twelve 
' v ' thoufand three hundred. But he obferves, that 
thole Haves fought with fo much courage, that 
among fo great a multitude of dead, only 
two wore wounded behind. This vi&ory glo- 
rioufly effaced the fhame of the preceding de¬ 
feats, which the Romans had fuftained. They 
recovered five Roman Eagles, twenty fix Hand- 
ards, and five fa ices. 

Or? cf I-is Spartacus after fo confiderable a lofs, thought 
L:eu:c- it neceffary to remove from the vidtor, and 
rants^ani m2rr hrdtowards Apulia. CralTus detached one 

^7,v.°f his Lieutenants and his Quseftor to purfue 


fraud. 

Plir:. 


Lai ? tat- 

tU , in 
iv h: b 


and harrafs him. Thofe officers defpifing an 
enemy that fled, followed him fo clofe, that 
they gave him a favourable occafion lor turning 
back againft them, and giving them battle with 
advantage. The Romans fled in great diforder ^ 
and the Queftor being wounded efcaped with 
great difficulty. 

This fuccefs occafioned the ruin of Spar- 


tacus, becaule his foldiers became fo haugh¬ 
ty in effect of it, that they would not pur- 
y^.fire the route he had made them take, and 
“ndiilLd f° rce ^ him to return in queft of Craffus. Be- 

fides which, another reafon determined Sparta- 
cus to that conduct: this was, his having receiv¬ 
ed advice, that Varro Lucullus was arrived at 
Brundufium from Macedonia \ which made 
him apprehend being inciofed between two ar¬ 
mies of the enemy. Craffus no lefs defired a 

4 

decifive battle. Pompey approached : and as 
that General was extremely agreeable to the Peo¬ 
ple, his friends at Rome faid publicity in the 
-Afiemblies, that it was neceffary to fend him 
againft Spartacus * and that he alone was born 

to terminate wars fhameful to the Roman 
* 

name. 
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He fought like one 


name. Accordingly both Crafius and Spar- A * R * c 6Sl ; 
tacus equally defiring a battle, they fcoa came n * ' 71 
to a general one, in which both fides drew out 
all their forces. 

Spartacus, who was determined to conquer or 
die on this occafion, teftified that refolution by 
a remarkable adtion. He killed his horfe at 
the head of his army; faying, that if he was 
vidtorious, he undoubtedly (hould not want 
horfes; and that if he was defeated, he fhould 
have no occafion for them, 
in defpair, endeavouring to join Craffus, and 
breaking through the thickefl battalions for that 
purpofe. He killed two Centurions with his 
own hand ; but could not come at the General; 
and having been wounded, he continued de¬ 
fending himlelf with invincible courage, till 
he fell dead covered with wounds. After his 
death, all fled ; and as the Vidtors gave no 
quarter, the {laughter was horrible : forty thou- 
fand Haves remained on the field. The Ro¬ 
mans on their fide left a thoufand men : but 
that was compenfated by three thoufand Ro¬ 
man citizens, whom Spartacus kept prifoners, 
and who were recovered by the vidtory. The p om p e y s 

body of that illuftrious Gladiator, who may va nitr, 
juftly be ranked with the greateft Generals, was who hav~ 
fought for in vain, and could not be diftinguifh- * n £ 
ed amongft the multitude of the dead. 

However from this difafter a confiderable the'flying 
number of (laves efcaped, many of whom af -flaws 
femblcd together, and formed different bands. f 

One of thefe bodies confifting of about five i { m ^ g ° 
thoufand, having been met by Pompey, was terminated 
cut in pieces; and on fo flight a foundation, thenar to 
that General, out of a vanity which refledts no 
honour upon him, was for aferibing to himfelf Cra f/ 

Y 2 and Pomp. 
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Aufidius, Cornelius, Confuls* 

and robbing the real conqueror of the glory of 


having terminated the war. 


Cic. in 
Ver. V. 
5. Sc L 


He wrote to the 
Senate, “ that Craffus had put the (laves to 
flight, but that he had terminated the rebet- 
“ lion to the very roots.” Cicero in more than 
one place has flattered this unjuft pretenficn of 
ManU. Pompey, becaufe he loved him, and on the 
5 ' contrary hated Craffus. But Hiftory has been 

more equitable } and Craffus has retained the 
honour fojuftly his due, of having by his vi¬ 
gilance, ability, and valour, in the (pace of 
fix months, happily terminated a war, which 
had given the Romans not much lefs alarms, 
than that of Hannibal. He purfued all the 
remains of the fugitives, and entirely purged 
Italy of them. Six thouland of them, who 
fell alive into his hands, were crucified all 
along the road from Capua to Rome. 

Craffus obtained only the leffer triumph, or 
Ovation , on account of the contemptible con¬ 
dition of the enemies he had conquered. A 
diffindtion was however granted him, of which 
he had been very ambitious •, that was permif- 
fion to wear in the ceremony, not the crown of 
myrtle, ufually worn in the Ovation , but that 
of laurel, which had been hitherto peculiar to 
the great triumph. 


Orof. v. 

24.. 
Appian. 


Ltfir in. 
umtb de~ 

4 

creed to 
Lrrjjus. 


DETACHED FACTS. 

Hr H E year, in which Spartacus was defeated, 
abounded with triumphs for the Romans. 
Metelius Pius and Pompey, as we have faid 
above, triumphed in it over Spain ; Craffus 
over Spartacusand the (laves •, and Varro Lu- 

cullus over Thrace. 

■ % 


\ 


This 



Detached Facts. 325 

This Lucullus was the brother of him, whofe Var ™ Cu- 
exploits again ft Mithridates we are foon to re- :u , us 

i r tt D .. . . T rrakcs con - 

late. He was called M. Terentius Varro Lu- ^ ue p s in 
cullus, becaufe he had been adopted by one Thrace 
Varro, whofe names he affumed, adding for**^ /n ~ 
his lail furname that of the family, from which ^ ^ 
he was defcended. The two brothers loved Lucuilo. 
each other tenderly : and L. Lucullus, who 
was the e!deft, defer;ed (landing for the Edile- 
(hip, ’till his brother was capable of demand¬ 
ing and exercifing it with him. 

M. Lucullus, of whom we are fpeaking in 
this place, fucceeded his brother in the Conful- 
fhip *, and after the year of his magiftacry, 
having had Macedonia for his province, he 
behaved himfelf in it like a brave man and a 
great Captain. He carried the Roman arms a Frein- 
great wav into Thrace, a-tacked the BefTi, aft em - 
People famous among(l the Ancients for their u * 
ferocity, and took from them the city of Phi- 
lippopolis, which dill retains that name, and is 
fituated upon the * Hcbrus, and that of Uf- 
cudama, which many b/lieve to be the fame 
with Adrianople . He fee ms to have defigned to 
make war againft Mithridates on one fide, whilft 
his brother did the fame on the other. For he 
pufhcd on, if we may believe Florus, as far a$Fi or . \\j, 
the Tanais and the Pa ! us Msotis. He reduced 4. 
alio the whole co.ft of the Euxine Sea, from 
the mouth of the Danube to the Bofphorus of 
Thrace, and took from Apollonia, a city fitua¬ 
ted on that coaft, a Coloffus of Apollo of 
thirty cubits high, which he placed in the Ca¬ 
pitol. He employed only two campaigns in 
all theft expeditions, and afterwards returned to 

* This River is called ly the Turks Masiza. 

Y 3 


Rome, 
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Rome, to receive the honour of a triumph he 
, had well deferved. 

cl^ul of P rc deceffor had paved the way for him 

MictJ]- to all thefe conquefts. This was Curio, who 
ma, r M b 0 having been conful in 676, had been fent the 

year following into Macedonia. He had fub- 
jecled the Dardarians, a warlike nation, who 
had in all times harraff;d the Macedonians, oa 
¥ra:izzs . the North of whom they inhabited. He alfo 

conquered M^lia, and penetrated as far as the 
Danube and Dacia. This is almoft all we 
know of his exploits. But Frontinus has pre¬ 
ferred a circumftance of his conftancy, in 

maintaining the dilcipline, which ought not to 
Frontin. be forgot. 

Strat^ When he was prepaiing to fet out for his 
’^’expedition againft the Dardarians, one of the 
five legions under his command, mutinied, and 
declared they would not follow a rafh General, 
who was leading his troops to certain deftru&i- 
on. Curio, far from giving way to their com¬ 
plaint, refolved to reduce them •, and having 
made the other four legions (land to their 
arms, he obliged the mutineers to come without 
their arms cr belts to chop draw, and dig a 
trench. He then broke the feditious legion, 
without regard to all their protections of fub- 
miiTion 2nd mod humble intreaties, and diftri- 
buted the foldiers into the other legions. A 
General of fuch firmnefs, and who knew fo 
well how to make his troops obey him, was 
well qualified for conquering an enemy. At 
his return to Rome he triumphed. 

Before him two other Proconfuls of Mace¬ 
donia had alfo made war upon the barbarous 
nations of that Province, Ap. Claudius, and 
Dolabella, who had been Confuls, the one in 

6 73> 
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€73, and the other two years before. Appius Frcinlhem 
had no fuccefs •, and having been taken iil, in A ^- 2I * 
effect of the gritt he had conceived on that ac¬ 
count, he died in the Province itfelf. Do!a- 
be!la, either more brave or more fortunate, had 
fuc reeded better, and had obtained the honour 
Oi a tiiumph. 

From the little we have juft been faying, it 
appears, that Cicero had reaion to fay, the go¬ 
vernment of Macedonia was a (a) nurfery for 


triumphs. 


That Province was continually in- 


fcfted by reftlefs and fierce nations; and their 
perpetu-.il incurfions pr.-fenced fine occafions to 
the avidity, all the Roman Generals had, of 
acquiring an honour, which to them was the 
higheft point of glory attainable. 

The domeftic events of the Commonwealth, 
furnifh us during die years we are now running 

over, with a iufficiently great number of im- 
portant facts. The fir ft which offers, is the 
pains taken by the Senate to repair the lofs of \ :ne . xa j e . 
the Sy biline Books, confumed at the burning of made in 
the Capitol. It was in the ConfuKhip of Cn. a j} 
Octavius and Curio, the 676th year of Rome, ^ci 2™ 
that Deputies of the Senate were lent into Afia 
to collect all th y could find of the Sibyl’s 
oiact:-. Perhaps an earthquake, which was 
felt this year at * Rente, contributed to tura *Ricti. 
the attention of the Romans upon Religion 

It was very violent, and at- ^ 
tended with a Angular phenomenon. A kind ‘ 
of {park was feen to iffue Irom a fear, which 
on approaching the earth grew fo large, as to 
form a difk equal to that of the moon. The 


and the gods. 


[a) Proviacia ex omnibus ana nmime triumplialis. Cic. 
in Pf. n. 44. 

Y 4 
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fky was as light with it, as it is in a gloomy and 
cloudy day : and when this kind of ftar reaf- 
cended, it Teemed to extend itfelf in length and 
take the form of a trail of lio;ht. I need not 

O 

ohferve that this phenomenon was taken for 
a prodigy, Whether on this occafion, or 
Tome other motive, the books of the Sibyl, 
which had been loft feven years, were then 
thought of. They collected from Erythras, a 
city of iEoiis, which pafied for the country of 
the Sibyl, Samos, Ilion, from Africa itfelf 
and Sicily, and laftiy from different cities of 
Italy, all the verfes, which went under the 
name of the Sibyls. They cho'e thefe, but 
with very little judgment-, and Varro found 
abundance of interpolations in this collection, 
which he perceived from the Acrofticks or 
Initial Letters. However this compilation, 
in which chance had fufficient (hare, was con¬ 
futed, as containing the will of the gods: ex¬ 
cept with perfons of fenfe, who frequently 
laughed at it, as we fhsil fee in the fequel. 

Another more important objeft, that occafi* 
onedgrea: emotions during a confiderable fpace 
of time, was the Tribunitian Power. I have 
fa:d, that Sylla extremely weakened it, and 
abridged its rights. But the People idolized 
that mag; 4 .:racy, which they confidered as the 
bulwark of their liberty. Accordingly as foon 
as Syila was dead, the Tribunes fpared no pains 
for re-eftablifhing their ancient privileges, and 
there was an open war between them and the 
Confuls upon that fubjeft. It was particularly 
very warm during the Confulfhip of Curio, 
who [Imported the reform made by Sylla againft 
the Tribune or Sicinius. 


That 
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Thar Tribune had frequent contefts with the 
Conful ; and as he had the gift of raillery, he 
turned his adverfary into ridicule very happily, 
and kept him employed to fome purpofe. 
Curio, who was a lingular kind of an Orator, 
was profoundly ignorant, and had not the leaft 
tinfture of the knowledge every one fhould 
have, that has the advantage of a liberal edu¬ 
cation. His memory frequently failed him ; 
and Cicero tells us that one day, when they 
were pleading againft each other, Curio on 
rifing up to fpeak, forgot that moment all he 
intended to fay ; fo that he was reduced to de¬ 
clare, that the adverfe party deprived him 
of his memory by lpells and inchantments. As 
to his gefture it was entirely ridiculous. He 
continually fwung his arms about w'hilft he 
(poke, and thereby gave occafion for a fmart 
joke of Sicinius. The two Confuls having ap¬ 
peared before the People upon the Tribunal of 
harangues; and Cn. Octavius, who had the 
gout, continuing to fit, wrapt up in cloths with 
plaifters and fomentations, Curio fpoke in the 
name of both. When he had done, the Tribune 
addreffing himfelfto Oftavius, faid : Toucan 
never fufficiently acknowledge the obligations you 
have to your Collegue . If he had not footing his 
arms about as uftal , the flies would have eat you 
up by this time . It is a wonder, that without 
fo many things effential to eloquence, Curio 
could pollibly have palled for an Orator. But 
lie had an abundant and florid elocution; and 
that Angle talent covered the want of all the reft 
to a certain degree. His adverfary Sicinius was 
alfo a very bad Orator, and had nothing but 
abundance of impudence, with the talent of 
hitting the ridiculous in perfons, and mimick¬ 
ing 
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ing them very pleafantly. For the reft it wa$ 
not by harangues the quarrel was determined. 
A fhorter and more effe&ual method was em¬ 
ployed. Sicinius was affaffmated ^ and his, 
death with very great appearance of reafon was 
aferibed to Curio. 

Notwithftandins; the unfortunate end cf that 

O 

Tribune, the caufe he had fupported ftill found 
defenders: and the year following the Conful 
Cotta was obliged to confenr, that a confider- 
ab!e change fhould be made in the law palled 
by Sylla concerning the Tribunefhip. The ar- 
tide which excluded fuch, as had been Tri¬ 
bunes, from the fuperior offices, was abolilhed. 
This was gainins; fomethincr: but much re- 

DO O 

mained to be done. Several Tribunes fuccef- 
fively purfued the fame dtfign with vigour, 
Cicero mentions two of them in particular, 
L. Quintius and M. Loliius Palicanus, men 
without birth or talents, but capable of impo- 
fing upon the multitude by their impudence 
and (a) loquacity, which the ignorant took 
for eloquence, and by their eternal clamours and 
vehement invectives againft the Senate and 
Grandees. The affair was however fpun out 
fix years longer; and perhaps would not have 
fucceeded, through the weaknefs, or rather 
ambition, of Pompey, who with the view of 


in all it s 

right-by conciliating the favour of the People, aban- 
Po/npey. Joned th e maxims of Sylla, and the interefts 

of the Ariftocracy. Being become Conful 
after two Triumphs, at the age of four and 
thirty, which to another would have been the 
very fummit of honours, he confidered that 


(a) Palicanus loqaax magis quam facundis. 
spud IV. 2. 


Safaji. 


elevation 
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elevation only as the commencement of his 
greatneIs and fortune. His plan was to perpe¬ 
tuate himfelf, as he did, in command; by paf- 
fmg from employment to employment, and 

from office to office. He could execute that 

» 

defign only by the means of the people. The 
Senators were too attentive, and too much in- 
terefted in preventing the exceffive rife of one 
of their own body, not to traverfe his views; 
whereas every thing was to be obtained from a 

He therefore feized p|^‘ in 
the occafion of attaching the People to him 
for ever by a Angular, and paffionately defired, 
fervice. When he returned from Spain, the 
whole People expefted him as their deliverer ^ JV Epi - t; 
and preferver. He did not deceive thofe hopes, XCVII. 
and he had fcarce taken poffeffion of the Con- 
fulfhip, when he reinftated the Tribunitian 
power in all its rights ; an ambitious ftep, 
which he had caufe' to repent more than once 
in the fcquel. 

Cicero however apologizes for Pompey in 
refpedt to this article, and excufes it by necefli- 
ty. He (a) affirms, “ that it was not poffible 
to obtain the People’s confent, that the Tri- 
bunelhip fhould not fubftft; and that fooner 
<c or later that charge muft have aflumed its 
ci ancient authority. From thence he con- 
“ eludes, it was of advantage, that Pompey, 

“ who was wife and moderate, fhould acquire 
“ the merit of that affair with the People, 


4C 


cc 


( a ) Scnfit (Pompeius non 
poffe deberi huic civitati 
iilam poteftatem* Quippe 
quam tantopere populus no- 
fter ignotam expetifiet, qui 
poiTet carere cognita ? Sa- 


pientis autem civis fuit, 
caufam nec perniciofam, & 
ira popularem ut non poflet 
obfifti, perniciose popular! 
civi non relinqucre. C/V. 
ds Leg , III. 26 . 


S( rather 
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“ rather than leave it to fome pernicious cr 
46 tizen, who might have abufed it for fubver 
“ ting the Commonwealth.” Pompey ijiight 
have had that view, which will make him lefs 
in the wrong. But it is difficult to believe, 
that perfonal intereft did not in a great meafure 
determine him. 

P , The fcarcity of provifions cauled alfo great 

c caret tj cj . . . J r . , • 0 , 

frevifons troubles and commotions in Rome, during the 
at Rom-, times of which we are fpeaking. We fee 
as hug as f r0m a difcourfe of the Conful C. Cotta, which 

tbePirates • prelerved amongft the fragments of Sailuft, 
were mar , r ° , ° . c , 7J 

urscftke that the ducontent and commotions or the reo- 
fa. pie rofe fo high as to endanger the perfons of 
A R ‘ 6 ' 7 ' the Confuls. For the reft we have no particu¬ 
lar account of thefe fedkions, and the cauie of 
the evil is better known than its effects. This 
was the Pirat.s, who covering theMediterranean 
with their (hips, entirely interrupted commerce, 
and very frequently took the grain, that was 
bound to Rome. Several remedies were tried. 
The Magiftrates gave largeffes of corn to the 
multitude. The Commonwealth, conforma¬ 
ble by a decree of the Senate, and a law paffed 
a r. 679. by the Confuls Varro Lucuilus and C. CafTius, 

Ve^r^III bought a great quantity in Sicily, and expended 
, < r J‘ * folely upon this article of Sicilian.com about 

two hundred and twenty five thoufand pounds 
during the three years that Varres was Praetor. 
But all thefe occasional expedients produced but 
a momentary convenience. It was necefiary to 
put a ftop to the depredations of the Pirates ; 
and it was not till Pompey had purged the 
feas of them, that Plenty was reinflated at 
Rome. 
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In this publick calamity Cicero fignalized his Cicero' 
zeal for the fervice of the State according to 
the extent of thefphere in which he was then*^’ 
confined j for he was only beginning to have a 
fhare in affairs of government. He was appoint¬ 
ed Quseftor, which was the firft degree of ho- a. r. 67 
nours, under the Confuls Cn. Oftavius and . 
Curio, being then one and thirty years old:Cjc. in 
and he has not left us ignorant, that he had one Plf * 
of the firft places in that nomination. He 
exercifed the Qusftorfhip the year following in a. R.67 

Sicily, in the Coofulfhip of L. Oftavius and ^. ut * in 
C. Cotta. Sicily had two Quaeftors, one of c ’ 
whom refided at Syracufe, and the other at 
Lilybasum. It was the latter province, that 
fell by lot to Cicero. He was very aftive in 
prefiing the-Sicilians to furnifh the quantity of 
corn they were to fend to Rome: and his 
activity, which gave them fome trouble, at 
firft occafioned complaints. But, when they 
had experienced his equity, mildnefs and dili¬ 
gence in bufinefs, their murmurs were changed 
into the greateft applaufes 5 and they expreffed- 
their gratitude by honours, which they had not 
paid to any of his predeceflors. 

He has^given us the following plan himfelf 
of his adminiftration. 46 During (a) my 
Quaeftorfhip in’Sicily, I fent a great quantity 
of corn to Rome; my conduft made the 
u merchants applaud my juftice, and the 
u eafinefs of my manners* the citizens the 
generofity of my behaviour; the Allies my 
difintereftednefs* in a word, every body 

abftinens, omnibus eram- 
vifus in omni officio diiigen- 
tiffimus, Cic, pro Pl&ncio , n. 

64. 


a 


u 


a 


u 


(«) Frumenti in fumma 
caricate maximum numerum 
miferam. Negotiatoribus 
comis, mercatoribus juftus, 
municipibus liberalis, foc;is 


“ was 
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cc was fenfible of my ftricl obfervance of every 
44 Dirt of my duty.” A conduct fo laudable 
p: from principles (fill more noble and 

eiev.:te.-, and fuch as are worthy of being pro- 
poicd as moAls to all thole, who have any 
ill are whatidever in publick authority. We 
cannot read the picture , which he gives us of 
his heart and fentiments, without admiration. 
44 In all the (a) offices with which I have been 
46 honoured, fays he, I always confidered the 
44 duties of them as facred and religious obli- 

O 

44 gations. When I was eledted Quseftor, I 
44 did not think that charge a gift conferred on 
44 me by the People to do me honour: but a 
44 depofite, of which it was my duty to give 
46 them an account. When I was fentto exer- 


44 cife the Qusftorfhip in Sicily, I conceived, 
44 that all eyes were fixed on me alone ; 
44 that I was in a manner placed upon a theatre, 
44 expofed to the view of the Univerfe : and 
44 in confequence far from giving myfelf a 
44 loofe to unruly appetites, I made it a law to 
44 deny myfelf even the pleafures and gratifi- 
44 cations, which nature and neceffity feem in- 
44 difpenfibly to require. 

t -, y As Mr. Rollin has related in the * Ancient 
Hijt. of ’ Hiftory, the difcovery of the tomb of Archi- 
SyrMu/f. medes by Cicero during his Quseftorfhip, I 


c< 


* Vd. X. 

Hiji. of 


[a] Ego quos adhuc mihi 
Magiftratus populus Roma- 
nus raandavit, Gc eos ac- 
cepi, ut me omnium cfn- 
ciorum obftringi religione 
arbkrarer. Iia Qus-lor fum 
faclus, ut mihi honore ilium, 
non fidum datum, fed e:;am 

cred; ;um ac commilTum pu- 

tarem. Sic obtinai Qus- 
fturajn in provinda.Siciiia, 


ut omnium oculos in tn« 
unum conje&os arbitrator; 
ut me qusfturamque meam 
quafi in aliquo Orbis terra: 
theatro verfari exiftimarem ; 
ut omniafemper qus jucun- 
da vicentur effe, non modo 
his extraordinariis cupidita- 
tibus, fed etiam ipfi naturm 
ac necefiitati dene^arem. 
Cic. inVerr. /. V. n. 

(hall 
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fhall not repeat it here. But I cannot difpenfe 
with giving an account of the flight mortifica¬ 
tion, which the vanity of our new magiftrate 
experienced on his return to Italy, and which 
he has given us himfelf in very ingenuous 
terms. 

From what we have faid it is evident, that slight 
Cicero took great honour to himfelf from his mortifica- 
Quasftorfhip* and he owns, that he was fo full *** no fCi - 
of it, when he fet out from Sicily, that he^T^ 1 " 
believed nothing elfe was talked of at Rome/J^,,^.. 
He was, in conlequence, much aftonilhed». 
when palling through Puzzuoli at the time 
when people drank the waters, which drew to- 

f ether much company at that place, that the 
rft perfon he met, aflced him, when he fet 
out from Rome, and what news he brought 
from the city. I don't come from Rome , re¬ 
plied he, with an air of fome mortification, 
but from the Province . 0, true, faid he who 
had queftioned him, it is from Africa, I think. 

Cicero upon this was more piqued than before, 
and anfwered with fome warmth, that Sicily, 
and not Africa, had been hfe province. A 
third then mixed in the converfation, and 
reproaching the firft’s ignorance of affairs; 

Don't you knozv> faid he, that Cicero has been 
Quaftor at Syracufe ? But it was at Lilybasum, 
as we have faid. On this laft attack, Cicero 
behaved like himfelf ; he (a) renounced the 
defire of being confidered as a perfon of im¬ 
portance, mingled with the croud, and was 
contented to pafs for one, who was come to 
Puzzuoli to drink the waters with the reft. 

{a) Deftiti ftomachari, & me unum ex iis feci qui ad 
aquas veniffent. Cic, pro Plane, n , 65. 


This 
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Her c/oh es This trivial adventure caufed him to make 
to fa at f ome ver y f er j ous refleft ions. He conceived (a), 

that Roman People had little regard to 
all. what flruck only their ears, and that it was 

neceffary to a£t upon them by their eyes. 
From that moment he made it his plan to fix 
in the city, to {hew himfelf induftrioufly to his 
fellow-citizens, to make the Forum in a man- • 
ner his refidence : and founding all his hopes 
of fortune upon his eloquence, he not only la¬ 
boured to acquire a great name by frequent and 
fhining Orations, but devoted himfelf to the 
occafions of all fuch as fought his afliftance, 
fo that he was acceffible at all hours of the 
day and night, and no one ever found his 
doors {hut. 

All the world knows, C^far was the only 
Toutbof r j ya | Cicero had to fear in refpedt to 

Qf S ar ' the glory of eloquence. The former exer- 

cifed himfelf much in it during his youth. 
But his ambition differed widely from that of 
Cicero. The latter fought only to make a 
great figure in the Commonwealth •, and for 
that his eloquence fuffered. Casfar afpired at 
making himfelf mafter of it : and only arms 
could enable him to attain that point. 

If he had been capable of contenting him¬ 
felf with the moft exalted fortune, to which a 
citizen could afpire in a free State, his birth, 
lupported by the greateft genius that ever was, 
and the affemblage of all the talents in his 


[a) Pofteaquam fenfi po- 
pulutn Romanum auteshe- 
bctiores, oculos acres atque 
acutos, habere, deftiti quid 
de me audiiuri effent homi- 
ijes cogitare ; feci ut poftea 


quotidie me prsfentem vide- 
rent: habitavi in oculi?, 
prefii forum : neminem a 
congreffu meo neque jani¬ 
tor mens neque fomnus ab- 
fterruit. Idem. ibid. n. 66. 

perfon 
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perfon, could not fail of acquiring him it; 

The Julian Houfe, of which he was defcended, 

was Patrician; and having been tranfplanted 
from Alba to Rome by King Tullus Hoftiiius, ^iv.L30. 
from the beginning of the Commonwealth, had 
been adorned with the highed dignities. And 
this is incontedable. But as all high Nobility 
has its chimasra’s, the Julii traced back their 
origin to fabulous antiquity* to lulus, the fon 
of iEneas, and confequently the grandfon of 
Venus. The furname of Caefar was not very 
antient in that Houfe. The firft who had it, 
as Hiftory informs us, was Sex. Julius Caefar, 
who was Praetor the 544th year of Rome. It 
is generally believed, that this furname denotes 
an infant, for the birth of whom it was necef- 
fary * to cut open its mother’s womb: and * A c ^fo 
that very dangerous and uncommon operation 
has retained the name from hence of the Cafa- VIF. 
rian operation. According to another etymo- 9. 
logy at lead as probable, f Caefar Dignifies a t A 
child born with long hair. lar,c ’ 

It was therefore from that branch of the 
Julian family the perfon of whom we are fpeak- 
ing was defcended, who rend red the name of 
Crefar the moft illuftrious of the Univerfe. 

All that we know of his father was, that he 
had been Praetor, and that he died fuddenly 
one morning, putting on his fhoes and dock¬ 
ings, when his fon was in his lixteenth year. 

Csfar’s mother’s name was Aurelia, a Lady of 
merit and virtue, and of a very noble family, 
though Plebeian. She is praifed for having j> cau r. 
taken great care of the education of her fon :corr.Eloq. 
but die fucceeded much more in refpedt to ta* n - 
lents than manners. 

Vol. X. 


Z 


We 
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We have a 1 ready ipoke of Crefar on theoc- 
C.ifion of the dancers he incurred in the Didator- 

fhn of Svlia: and we left him in a manner a 

. * 

fugitive, and obliged to go and ferve in Afia 
under 1 hermus, to avoid the wrath of that 
terrible Dictator. Whilft he was in that coun¬ 
try, he bkrmifhed his reputation irretrievably. 
He went twice to the court of Nicomedes 
Kin j of Bithynia •, and his commerce with a 

c* # 

Prince of the mod corrupt manners, gave oc- 
canon for bad reports, which drew upon him, 
as long as he iiwed, the fharpeft reproaches, 
both trom his enemies, and even from his foi- 
diers. He was extremely offended at them, 
and frequently declared and protefted in the 
ftrcngeft terms to remove thofe infamous fuf- 
piciorq but could not lucceed in it. For the 
reft, he diftinguifhed himfelf from thenceforth 
by his valour ; and at the taking of Mitylene, 
which was the only one of all the cities of Afia, 

v * 

that had not laid down its arms, after the re¬ 
duction ot Mithridates by Sylla, he acquired 
the-honour of a Civic Crown, which was given- 
him bv his General. 

From thence he went to the army of Ser- 
vilius, who was then making war againft the 
ni Pirates in Cilicia. But he did not ftay long 
there. As foon as he was informed of Sylla’s 
death, he returned iuddenly to Rome, princi¬ 
pally from the hope of feeing new troubles 
arife, and to take advantage of the commotions, 
of Lepidus. His defign was to join that fac¬ 
tion, in which he was befides much follicited 
to engage. But the incapacity, which he per¬ 
ceived in the Chief, and the little ftrength of 
the party difgufted him and he did not think 
it prudent to embark in fo ill-concerted an 

enterprize. 
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enterprize. His inclination for that faction, 
however, manifefted itfelf by the ardour with 
which he laboured, as we have obferved in its 
place, to obtain an amnefty in favour of thofe, 
who engaged in it. 

Eveiy thing being quiet in the Common¬ 
wealth, Csefar, who had not yet fufficient 
power to excite commotions in it, followed 
the example of young perfons defirous of ac¬ 
quiring a name, and accufed an illuftrious and 

powerful man. This was Dolabella, Conful in He aeatfis 
6ji. who on his return from his government DolMla. 

of Macedonia, had obtained the honour of a 
triumph. Caefar at only one and twenty years A ^ ^ 
of age undertook this great affair, and at- cauCcorr. 
tempted to caufe Dolabella to be condemned Eloq. c. 
as guilty of extortion. The caufe was good in 3+- , 
itfelf, and he produced a great number of wit* m 
neffes againft the accufed. He pleaded it in 
perfeftion, and his difcourie is cited above an 
hundred years after his death, as not to be read 
without admiration. He however loft his la¬ 
bour. Hortenfius and Cotta, who were then 
the leading men at the bar, favcd Dolabella 
by their eloquence, and made Caefar milcarry 
in a caufe, that he believed infallibly his. 

The bad fuccefs of this affair gave him af- J ' C T r ' s 
fliftion : and partly to deaden the great noife^J^* 
it had made, and partly to perfedt himfelf in" 
eloquence, he refolved to abfent himfelf, and 
to go to Rhodes to hear Apollonius Molu, 
the famous Rhetorician, whofe taftc and abili¬ 
ties had alfo been of ule to Cicero. But in his 
paffage he was taken by Pirates, near th: ifc 
of Pharmacufa, which lies op-polite to the city 
of Miletus in Aha. 


Z 2 
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Ccgfar, when prifoner to. wretched Pirates, 
behaved to them as if he had been their ma¬ 
iler. Firft, on their alking twenty talents for 
his ranfom, he ridiculed them, and told them, 
they did not know who their prifoner was : 
he promifed them fifty. He afterwards made 
all his retinue fet out, whom he fent into the 
neighbouring cities to collect that fum for him, 
and remained thirty eight days amongft thofe 
wretches, with only his phyfician and two 
domrftics, retaining, during all that time, not 
only a perfect lecurity, but an air of com¬ 
mand •, lb that when he went to repofe, if they 
difturbed him with their noife, he fent them 
orders to keep filence. In order to pafs away 
the time, he amufed himfelfwith compofing 
pieces of poetry, or oratoriai difeourfes, which 


he afterwards read to thofe Pirates •, and if they 
did not admire them, he called them fools, 
and Barbarians. For the reft, he madehimfelf 
familiar with them, and fhared in their fports 
and exercifes; but always fuftaining his rank 
fo well, that he threatned them from time to 
time with crucifixion. The Pirates were much 
p’.eafed with the eafy behaviour of their pri¬ 
soner, and were far from taking his menaces as 
ferious. He however realized them ; and when 
the fum he had promifed, was brought to 
him, having caufed himfelf to be carried to 
Miletus, with that activity, which is one of 
the mod diftinguifhing parts of his character, 
he immediately affembled, and fitted out all 
the final! veflels he found in that port, and 
furprized his Pirates, who were {till at anchor 
near the ifie of Pharmacufa. He beat them, 
funk fome of their Ihips, and took others, 
which he carried to Miletus ; and caufed the 

Pirates 
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Pirates to be put in prifon. He immediately 
went to Junius, the Proconful of Afia, who 
was in Bithynia, and afked his orde r s for the 
punifhmentof the priloners. That Proconful 
was weak, and avaricious. The glory, that 
young man had acquired, excited his envy ; 
and he would have been very glad to have 
feized the booty, which was confiderable. In 
confequence, he anfwered, that he did not in¬ 
tend to have thofe priloners executed ^ but to 
fell them. This did not anfwer Cnefar’s pur- 
pofe. He went back with the fame expedition 
to Miletus * and before the Proconfui’s orders 
could arrive, by his own private authority he 
caufed the Pirates to be crucified, as he had 
often threatned them : Only, to mitigate the 
punifliment, he ordered their heads to be cut 

off firft. 

From thence he went to Rhodes, according 
to his former defign, where he redded fome 
time. But exercifes of eloquence did not fuf- 
fice to employ Caffar, efpecially when there 
was occafion to ufe arms. Accordingly, „ , 

Mithridates, who was then preparing fur his 
third war with the Romans, was beginning to 
raife the States of Afia, Ccefar went to that 
Province \ and, though a private perfon, hav¬ 
ing drawn fome troops together, he drove away 
one of the Commanders of Mithridates, and 
confirmed the cities of Afia, who had began to 
waver in the alliance of the Romans. 


On his return to Rome, he employed all At ^ 
poffible methods for making himfelf friends, 
conciliating the multitude, and drawing all \ a y v ' tr . 



eyes upon him ; frequent pleadings, manners concilia-'* 
affable and fuli of policenels to the lowed cf‘ le f r ^~ r 
the people, and magnificence in his retinue, 

Z 3 equipage* 
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Hi 


equipages, and table. His enemies did nofc 
form right conjeclures of the confequences, his 
pomp would induce. They believed, that he 
would loon be ruined by fuch exceffive expences, 
and that his credit would expire with his patri¬ 
mony. And indeed he did ruin himfelf; foe 

befoic he pofTciTed any Magiftracy, he was 

thirteen hundred talents in debt, that is, near 
two hundred thoufand pounds fteriing. But 
when he had gone fo far, his power had taken 
fuch very deep root, that it was impoffible to re¬ 
duce it. [a) The weakeft beginnings,, fays Plu¬ 
tarch, if not taken in time, become formidable 
at length, acquiring, even from the contempt of 
them, a facility of augmenting with impunity. 
In ccnkquer.ee, it was round, that Ccefar, in- • 
ftead of having purchaled a fhort-lived lplen- 
dor at a great expence, had in reality facri- 
fked nothing in companion with what he had 
gained. 

The ambitious defig;ns he then revolved in 


his mind, more cafily ef raped the penetration of 
^ *r r;.oft eifeerning, as he was a man of plea- 

f, or ^ n «j 0re properly fpeaking, abandoned 


i 


bu.t- c. 


«*> - 


Plat. 


to debauchery. All the v.orla knows the fay¬ 
ing, that ccnvevs the moft horrible idea of his 

O ' J 

manners, that he was e~ cry woman's man> and 
c~:y man's woman. He had given into this 
e vrrv earlv, as he had an intrigue with 
Servi la, Cato’s iiCer, and Brutus’s mother, in 
the Iiie-time of her halbard, who was killed 
when Cm far was only eighteen years old. Peo¬ 
ple in confequence could not conceive, that he 


cour 
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-could unite fo ferious and fo arduous a defign as 
that of changing the form of the Common¬ 
wealth with a life, that feemed intirely en- 
groffed by follies and debauch. Cicero him¬ 
felf, whofe penetration was lo great, and who 
forefaw events at fo great a diftance, was at a 
lofs in refpeftto Crefar. “ I difcovered, faid 
he, in all his enterprizes, and his whole con- 
“ duft, a plan continually purfued for raifing 
4C himlelf to the tyranny. But when I law 
44 him fo loft in his drefs and manner of iiv- 
“ ing, with effeminate geffures, and his hair 
u in luch nice order, I could not believe that 
4C fuch a man was capable of forming and 
cc executing the defign ot lubverting the Ro- 
“ man Commonwealth. 5 ’ 


It is not to be doubted, but he had that ob- He co»- 
left in view from his earlicft years: For we-'* ,v ;/ v 

■» ^ • »*.* * j | 

find no ffep of his, that does not tend to that 
end, and does not tend to it in a manner de-cwv? 
terminate and conftantly purfued. He always 
fliews himfelf intent upon re-animating the-^""*" 
faction of the People, reviving th: party of 
Marius, and oppofing that of Syila. J have 
already related fevcral circumfUuces of this 
nature, and the fequel will br conformable to 
them. The firft office which he obtained bv c lM „ „ 

/ V. t vi ^ V « V 

the fuff rages of the People, was the T'ribune- 
fhip of the foldiers •, and in that charge he 
fupported with all his credit thole, who were 
for refforing to the Tribunes of the People 
all the rights and authority, of which Syila had 
deprived them. 

He difcovered himfelf frill much more at the pi JC . 


re- 




funeral of Julia his aunt, the widow of Ma¬ 
rius the elder. He made a ipcerh in praife 
of that Lady in the Forum, according to cuf- 

Z 4 to m, 
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tom, and ventured to have Marius’s images car* 
ri^i in that proceffion, which had not appeared 
in public fmce Sylla’s Dictatorfhip. This boid- 
nefs occafioned clamours againft Csefar; but 
the People anfwered them with applaufes, and 
were never tired with clapping their hands; 
admiring with tranfports of joy the courage of 
him, who in fume meafure after fo many years 
recalled the honours of Marius from the ffiades 


below. 


On the occafion of the death of his wife 
Cornelia, the daughter of C'inna, Caeiar ftill 
increafed the good-will and affeftion the Peo¬ 
ple had conceived for him. Hitherto it had 
been cuftomary to make funeral Orations only 
upon antient Ladies, and not upon thofe who 
died young. Cjefar was the firft, who ren¬ 
dered that honour to his wife’s memory : and 
thereby, befides continually renewing the ten- 
dernefs of the People for Marius’s faction, of 

L 

which Cinna had been one of the principal fup- 
ports, he caulcd himfell to be confidered as a 
man, who had fcntiments, and who was no 
lefs eftimable for the goodnefs of his heart, 
than for a thoufand other lhining qualities. 

He made thcfe orations upon his aunt and 
wife, when Queftor •, and afterwards let out 
for Spain, where he was to exercife that office 


under the Prteror, or Proconful, Antiftius Ve- 

tus. Bv the Roman laws the tie between a 

* 

Queftor and the fupericr Magi ft rate was fa- 
cred, as we have cbferved t lie where. Caefar 
was faithful to this maxim : and afterwards ex- 

9 

tended to the Ion of Veins tire triendfhip and 
eratitudt, which he believed he owed the fa- 

fUr, 
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It was in this province that on feeing a Pfifi 
ftatue of Alexander, he fighed, reproaching him- ^ 
felf with'having done nothing at an age, when Alexander 
the King of Macedonia had fubjefted the great- bad upon 
eft part of the univerfe. Struck with that him. 
thought, he afked his difeharge, and quitted Suet ‘ c 
Spain before the.time, animated with a new de¬ 
fire to fignalize himfelf, and aggrandize his 
fortune. On arriving in Italy he feized the 
firft occafion that offered for exciting troubles: 
and as he knew, that the States of Gallia * 
Tranfpadana, who only enjoyed the title and 
privileges of Latines, ardently defired to ob¬ 
tain the freedom of Rome, he made a tour 
through their country, to exhort them to aft : 
and would have made them rife and take arms, 
if the Confuls had not kept the troops in Italy, 
which were to have been fent againft Mithri- 


dates. Thus this attempt of Caefar’s proved 
abortive * but he had not lefs boldnels in effeft 
for trying new enterprizes, as we fhall fee in 
refuming his Hiflory, when we come to fpeak 
of his /Edilefhip. I am now going to relate 
the beginnings of the war with the Pirates, in 
order to proceed afterwards to that, renewed 
by Mithridates for the third time againft the 
Romans. 


BEGINNINGS of the War with the 

Pirates . 


T HE Pirates were originally of Cilicia. They On*wand 
owed their firft rife to the civil difeord, which P-Z }f r r f 

’ tb? , owr 


{a) Gallia CJahJna , 
which five now call Lorn- 
bar ay, was di-i idtd hv the 
humans into G$;lia Cifpa- 


of the Pi. 

dim, that is on this fide of rates, 
the Po next Rente, and f rani- .Srmb. 1. 
padana, on the other fit ee fi the XIV. p. 

Po* 6;*8, 6:9, 

for 
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for a great length of time prevailed between the 
houfe of the Seleucides and the Kingdom of Sy¬ 
ria. Favoured by thofe dreadful troubles, and 
the weaknefs of the royal authority* the Cili- 
dans carried off a prodigious number of flaves 
from that country. This was a certain, and 
extremely advantagious, trade for them *, be- 
caufe the Romans being become rich after the 
takingof Carthage andCorinth, multiplied their 
fiaves to infinity. The ifland of Delos was 
the Mart, where this trade was carried on, and 
frequently ten thoufand flaves brought thither at 
once, were fold the fame day. The Kings of 
Cyprus and Egypt, who had always been at 
war with thofe of Syria, faw with joy an ene¬ 
my’s kingdom ruined by the Pirates, and fa¬ 
voured their increafe. The Romans negle&ed 
them. The remotenefs of places, and other 
more important and more urgent cares, pre¬ 
vented them from fupprefling a power in its 
beginnings, which at firft appeared contempti¬ 
ble, but againft which they had afterwards oc- 
cafion to employ all the forces of their Em- 


Plat, in 
Pomp. 
Appion. 
Mirhr-d. 

Flor. IIF. 

6. Or of. 

y — 


pire. 

The war of Mithridates, to whofe fervicethe 
Pirates attached themfelves, gave them means 
of ftrengthning and augmenting their force. 
From the fiege of Athens by Sylla, their de¬ 
predations had made navigation difficult and 
dangerous. Luculius was harraffed by them, 
and was more than once reduced to ufe precau¬ 
tions againft their defigns, when by Sylla’s or¬ 
der he was labouring to affemble a fleet from 
all the maritime countries in the alliance of 
the Romans. 

However at that time they did not extend 
themfelves very much. They kept in the fea 

4 between 
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between Crete and Cyrene, and between the 
Piraeus and the promontory of Malsea, now 
called Cape Malio . Though that is no great 
fpace, they contented themfelves with it, be- 
caufe they took fp many and fuch rich prizes 
in it, that this fea feemed entirely golden to 
them, which was the name they gave it. Be- 
fides which, they were not yet fufficiently 
powerful to infult Sicily and Italy; and Mith- 
ridates, with whom they afted, in concert be¬ 
ing then mailer of Afia, would not have per¬ 
mitted them to infult the coafts of it. But 
when that Prince was reduced to abandon his 
conquefts, having no farther concern for Afia, 
which was then in foreign hands, he gave the 
Pirates their lull fcope, and the civil wars not 
permitting Sylla to check their progrefs, their 
power incrcafed prodigioufly. 

lnriched by the plunder of the coails of 
Aha, they were loon in a condition to fit out 
not only (mall barks, but great (hips and Tri¬ 
remes. Their number increafeci infinitely by 
the multitude of people whom the war between 
Mithridates and the Romans had ruined, and 
who fought the fubliftance from the fea, v?hich 
they could not find on fhore. The Pirates 
then formed armies, and their Commanders be¬ 
came Generals. It was a trifling matter for 
them to attack navigators. They made de- 
fcents, furprized cities that were not fortified ; 
and either (formed or befieged thofe which were 
in a condition of defence * and by thefe mili¬ 
tary exploits, they imagined they enobled their 
profeflion. Men, before confidtrable both for 

birth and riches, valiant and enterprizing, en¬ 
gaged amongft them, and far from thinking 
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it a difgrace, conceived they might acquire ho¬ 
nour trom do.no fo. 

At length they formed a kind of Common- 
wealth, of which Cilicia was the centre, a coun¬ 
try difficult to approach, and of which the 
coafts were covered with rocks and fands. In 
confrquence it was a fecure retreat for them, 
and they took their name from it. They were 
ail called Cicilians, though they were an affem- 
bla^e of aimoft all the nations of the eaft. As 

O 

they often removed from that centre, they had 
occafion to fettle ftations or marts upon the 
coafts, where they cruized, for unlading their 
booty: they had even in them naval Arfenals, 
well fuppiied with iron, brafs, wood, and cord¬ 
age, in a word with all the munitions neceffary 
for ffiips. They alio built very high towers, 
from whence they could difeover a great ex¬ 
tent of fea, and perceive their prey at a vaft 
diftance. And laftly they fucceeded in bring- 
ing great and powerful cities into their intereft, 
asPtiafeiis Olympia, andfeveral others, whom 
the commodioufnefs of a trade, entirely at the 
expence and hazard of the Pirates, and of very 
considerable advantage to them, induced to 
make an infamous alliance with the enemies of 
the human race. 


A *R 6 
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Muraena, whom Sylla had left in Afia, made 
force flight efforts to check the rapid progrefs 
of this power; but ineffeftually. It was necef¬ 
fary to fend both the land and fea forces from 
Rome under the command of P. Servilius, who 
having been Conful the 673d year of Rome, 
fet out on the expiration of his Confulffiip for 
this war. The Pirates were fo bold as to give a 
Roman fleet battle ; and if the Proconful gain¬ 
ed the victory ever them, it was not without 

having 
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having loft abundance of men. After having 
beaten them by fea, he purfued them into their 
retreats; he took and demolifhed many of their 
forts, and even two of the greateft cities in 
their alliance, Phafelis and Olympia. He alfo 
.penetrated into the land ; forced the city of 
Ifaurawith difficulty and danger, and fubjeft- 
ed the nations of the lfauri. But the fruit of 

all thefe conquefts, and of a war made upon 
the fpot during three years, extended to little 
more than the furname of Ifauricus , which the 
vicftor affumed, and the pomp of a triumph, 
in which he very much gratified the People by 
the fight of a great number of Pirates made 
prifoners, and laden with chains. For the reft, 
he had gone fo little to the root of the evil, 
that it immediately broke out again with more 
terror than ever, and obliged the Romans to 
make new efforts, which had {till lefs fucccfs 

than the former. Servilius probably triumphed A 

in the Confulfhipof Lucuilus and Cotta; and 

this year the Praetor Marcus Antonins was lf:he'izas 
charged with the war againft the Pirates, v i • h p™ 'to 
a more extenfive commiffion than ever Roman 
General had exercifed, and almoft the fame as 1 '.-’ ‘' mo ~ 

A i S • 

was afterwards given to Pompey for the fame tic. in 

purpofe. ^ U. 

Antoniushad the government and command VJl ^ 
of all the maritime coafts, that acknowledg- ‘ ,lun * 
ed the Roman Empire: a diftinguilhing em* 
ployment, but arduous, and lor which he was 
indebted to the credit of the Conful Cot : a, and 
the faction of Cethegus, of whom we (hall fpeak 
elfewhere. It had been to be wifhed, that in* 
tereft and cabal, in caufin^ the office to be 


given him, had been capable of adding the 

merit neceffarv to filling it. This Pr.uor was 
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the fon of the Orator Marcus Antonius, and 
the father of the Triumvir; but he had neither 
the eloquence of his father, nor the military vir¬ 
tues of his fon. Salluft defcribes him as the 
moft negligent of mankind, (a) extravagant and 
profule to excefs, and incapable of any atten¬ 
tion, except when urged by neceffity. 

Hi rr.> The maritime countries, with the defence of 


r:/s : 


7 lK 


en m *rpr:ze 

* 

Gga: n f 
the Hi s f 
Crete. 


III. 


which he was charged, had no other fenfe of 
the authority conferred on him, than from the 
t rapines he committed in them ; and this Com¬ 
mander in chief, whofe power extended over all 
the Teas, confined himfelf to attacking Crete, 
which had furnifhed fome troops^ to the King 
I. ofPontus, and a retreat to the Pirates. Be- 
fides which he condufted the enterprize with a 
fecurity and preemption, that brought difgrace 
upon the Roman name. He believed himfelf 
fo lure of victory, that, fays Florus, he carried 
more chains than arms in his (hips. The Cre¬ 
tans, who hitherto, notwithftanding the im- 
menfe increafe of the Roman power, and in 
the midft of fo many Kingdoms and States for¬ 
ced to fubmit to the yoke, had always retained 
their liberty, (hewed Antonius, that they knew 
how to defend themfelves. They advanced 
out to fea to meet him, defeated him, and 


teok many of his (hips; and to infult the con¬ 
quered, they tied up their prifoners to the fails 
and rigging; of their veffels, and in that manner 
returned in triumph into their ports. 
u. -•. ... Antonius, who was no Ids fudden in con- 
(f- ■: ceiving dbcouragement, than he had been in 

z rie f- his rafh confidence, made peace with the Cre- 
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tans, and thereby compleated his infamy. He 
was at leaft fenfible of this, and even too much 
fo. Shame and grief feized him, and uniting 
with a bad habit of body, brought him to his 
end. He died with the furname of Creticus> 
which was given to him out of derifion, as a 
monument of the bad fuccefs of his expedition 

againft Crete. 

He was a man of an eafy difpofition, and 
bad only through weaknefs. If he plundered pr^fe 
the Allies of the Commonwealth, it was be- dj^fum. 
caufe his prodigality was continually reduc¬ 
ing him to ufe expedients for railing money * 
and becaufe he did not know how to refufe 
thofe about him any thing, and having many 
rapacious followers, he made himfelf the in- piut. ia 
ftrument and fupport of their injuftice. Plu- Ant. 
tarch has preferved a circumftance, which (hews 
to what an height he was inclined to giving. He 
was not rich", and his wife Julia, a lady oi very 
great merit of the houfe of the Caefars, but 
not of the fame branch with the Dictator, had 
the greater attention to oeconomy, as flie knew 
the prodigality of her Hufband. She had even 
got the afcendant of him, and he was afraid of 
her. One day a friend of his came to afk 
money of him, and he had none. He con¬ 
ceived the thought of wanting of being fhaved, 
and having ordered a (lave to bring him his 
bafon for that ufe, which was filver, he wafhed 
his face, and difmiffing the (lave under fome 
pretext, he gave the piece of plate to his 
fr.cnd to carry away with him. The bafon be¬ 
ing miffing in the houfe, Julia made a great 
noife, and . was for queftioning all the fiaves. 
Antonius was obliged to confefs the thing to 

her, and Julia to be patient, Marcus Anto¬ 
ni u s 
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nius the Triumvir perfectly refembled his fa¬ 
ther in this point. 

We are to date the death of our Antonius 
to the 681 year of Rome. The Pirates after 
fo many endeavours as the Romans had ufed 
to reduce them, became in effect more infolent 
and powerful. Of this we {hall treat circum- 
ftantially, when we come to fpeak of the com- 
million given Pompey to make war with them. 
We are now going to give an account of the 
exploits of Lucullus againft Mithridates, 


Tin End of the Tenth Volume . 



